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Blair to hold ballot on manifesto 
By Jill Sherman 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

TONY BLAIR is lo ballot every 
member of his party on his general 
deeiion manifesto in an unprece¬ 
dented move to prevent a Labour 
government running into internal 
trouble that could damage its 
chances of survival. 

Mr Blair disclosed yesterday that 
ail 365.000 members would be 
consulted next autumn in a referen¬ 
dum on a draft manifesto setting 
out Labour's priorities far the First 
years of government. The manifes¬ 
to will then be fine-tuned in the 
weeks before the election. 

The paper will not include de¬ 
tailed tax proposals — to be 

Support for 
Tories firm 

in spite 
of BSE row 

Bv Peter Riddell 

SUPPORT for the Tories has 
hdd up in the first opinion 
poll published since the beef 
row erupted. But Labour and 
Tony Blair continue to enjoy 
their highest ratings since last 
July, according to the latest 
MORI poll for The Times. 

The poU, undertaken be¬ 
tween last Friday and this 
Monday, shows that the To- 

fcries are now on 28 per cent, 
two points higher than a 
month ago when the party 
was hit by the arguments over 
the Scott repent. This is the 
same level as at the New Year. 
Fears over beef have not yet 
had an adverse impact on 
their ratings. 

Support for Labour has 
been uncha nged over the past 
month at 57 per cent, the 
highest level since July. Mr 
Blair's personal rating is also 
the highest since then. The 
public is satisfied with his 
performance by a two-to-one 
margin. Liberal Democrat 
support has slipped one point 
to 13 per cent though Paddy 
Ashdown's personal rating 
remains positive. 
MORI interviewed 1,910 
adults face-to-face at 143 
word sampling points across 
Britain between March 22 to 
25. Data were weighted to 
match the profile of the 
population. V'oting intention 
figures exclude those who say 
they would not vote (9 per 
cent), are undecided (9 per 
cent) or who refuse to name a 
party (3 per cent). 

Party members asked for approval in attempt to curb dissidents 
unveiled just before a general 
election — but any spending 
pledges will be costed alongside 
plans to switch resources from 
existing programmes. 

Mr Blair is determined to go into 
the campaign with a dear party 
mandate for the controversial poli¬ 
cies he has introduced in his efforts 
to modernise the party. He hopes 
that mass support for the plans will 
bind the party together and protect 
him from damaging recrimina¬ 
tions should he win power. 

Previous Labour governments, 
including the Callaghan ad minis' 

trarion after the winter of discon¬ 
tent in 1979. were brought down 
because they could not satisfy the 
demands of the uninns and activ¬ 
ists and Mr Blair is determined to 
prevent a repeat. 

The referendum is one of the 
biggest consultation exercises ever 
mounted, mirroring last year's 
Clause Four ballot when Mr Blair 
won resounding backing for his 
plans to change the party's 
constitution. 

Each member will be able to vote 
for or against the document, but 
there will be no provision to amend 

parts of the manifesto. Trade 
unionists will not be balloted 
unless They are foil party members, 
and the exercise will inevitably 
seen as another attempt to limit the 
powers of the unions even though 
they will be able to vote on the 
programme at this year’s parly 
conference. Some union leaders 
yesterday derided the ballot 'as 
irrelevant. 

But the idea has the overwhelm¬ 
ing support of the party's national 
executive and Mr Blair said: "For 
the first time a political party will 
be entering a general ejection with 

its programme for government 
voted upon by its party members. 

“This will give the party an 
opportunity actively to pledge their 
support for the Labour programme 
for government. It will nail forever 
any doubt that wc are anything 
other than new Labour." 

He was speaking at the bunch of 
a document. The Road to the 
Manifesto, outlining the four main 
pillars on which policy will be built: 
econom ic opportunity in a world of 
increasing insecurity: a one-nation 
society with a reformed welfare 
state; political change with de¬ 

volved power and a modern consti¬ 
tution and leadership in Europe. 

Over the past year Mr Blair has 
presided over a number of policy 
changes, including plans to with¬ 
draw benefit from workshyyoung- 
sters, a retreat from plans for a 
mandatory training levy and a 
softening of the party's opposition 
to grant-maintained schools and 
GP fundholding. 

Many of these are to be detailed 
in separate policy papers, which 
will be culled in June to form- the 
basis of the early manifesto draft 
that will go to the party conference 

in October and the national ballot a 
few weeks later. 

Leadership sources are confident 
that Mr Blair will get backing for 
the programme, but they are 
worried that there could be a low 
turnout in the referendum. They 
believe that at least 70 per cent of 
members need to lake pan, with a 
high vote in favour, for Mr Blair to 
be able to claim a mandate. 

While a defeat is unlikely, some 
MPs expressed concern that the 
ballot will be on the combined 
policies, rather than individual 
proposals, which could prompt 
members to reject the package. 
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Shephard backs 
sixth-form 

exam reforms 
By John O’Leary and David Charter 

Handbags away: New uniforms being modelled yesterday by sailors Penny Taylor and Nefl Morris and below, the old-style bell-bottoms 

Naval flare-up saves bell-bottoms 
Bv Michael Evans, defence correspondent 

ROYAL Navy bell-bottom trou¬ 
sers have been saved by an 
outcry in the Senior Service that 
was so great female sailors will 
now' wear them as well. 

But the new rule means that 
for the first time, they will not be 
allowed to carry handbags. 

After a review of all naval ■ 
uniforms, female ratings — no 
longer officially called Wrens — 
will wear the same traditional 
flared trousers and square rig 
tops as their male counterparts. 

The reprieve for bell-bottoms 
was ordered despite a decision 
by the naval review team to 
swap flares for straight trouser 
legs because h thought the 
wider bottoms smacked of 70s 
styles. However, sailors used as 
guinea pigs for the new uni¬ 

forms said straight trousers 
looked loo ordinary and de¬ 
manded their flares back. 

Female ratings who currently 
wear a doublebreasted jacket 
and either trousers or skins, 
depending on whether they are 
aboard ship or ashore, will now 
wear the square rig outfit I twill 
be tailored to "fit the female 
form", according to Command¬ 
er David Hobbs, who led the 
review. “And there will be no 
more handbags." he said. 

Among other changes, offi¬ 
cers are to be formally entitled to 
wear a kilt in the wardroom. 
The Scottish ancestry of Admi¬ 
ral Sir Jock Slater, the first Sea 
Lord, may have played a pan in 
winning recognition for the kilL 
The Navy Board said the prac¬ 

tice of wearing the kilt was 
"harmless, colourful and sup¬ 
ported by several very senior 
officers". 

Trials are also to be launched 
to replace the gold lace in 
officers’ sleeves and on their 
caps with a synthetic material. 

One item which was strapped 
more than 20years ago has been 
revived: a black silk scarf worn 
by naval gunners to absorb the 
sweat of battle is to be included 
in the new outfits. The silk 
scarves date back to 1540, but in 
a 1970 dothing review they were 
replaced by a pullover which 
had a silk facing in the collar. 

Bed-bottoms were first worn 
in 1857 and survived despite 
fashion changes until the 1970s, 
when slightly more modest 

flares were introduced. 
The bell-bottoms were 2b 

inches wide, covering the boot 
and swinging in the wind as 
sailors came down the 
gangplank. 

The new flared trouser will be 
18-20 inches wide, which com¬ 
pares with the average dvilian 
trouser of between 16 inches and 
18 inches. 

The old bell-bottoms were 
designed principally to enable 
the sailor to roll them up in the 
days when seamen scrubbed the 
decks in their bare feet. They 
were also easier to remove if a 
man fell overboard. 

The concertina pleats also 
made it easy for seamen to fold 
their bell-bottoms neatly and 
stow them away. 

GILLIAN SHEPHARD yes¬ 
terday signalled the biggest 
shake-up in sixth-form study 
for mure than 40 years when 
she ordered a tightening of A- 
level standards and intro¬ 
duced a qualifications 
framework linking vocational 
and academic courses. 

Accepting a raft of recom¬ 
mendations from a year-long 
review l>y Sir Ron Dearing. 
the Education and Employ¬ 
ment Secretary announced an 
eight-paint programme of im¬ 
mediate action. Some reforms 
will be launched before the 
end of next year. 

Among the innovations will 
be a national diploma encom¬ 
pass! rig academic and work- 
related qualifications, for 
which students will have to 
study at least four different 
courses. Higher-level voca¬ 
tional qualifications will be 
renamed Applied A Levels in 
an attempt to raise their 
status. 

Labour said last night many 
of Sir Ron's proposals echoed 
its own plans for qualifica¬ 

tions, outlined last week. 
David Blunkett, Shadow Edu¬ 
cation and Employment Sec¬ 
retary. said: “The new 
national framework for quali¬ 
fications will offer clarity and 
coherence to employers and 
parents. The current system is 
confusing and complex." 

Mr Blunkett said the Gov¬ 
ernment should have ensured 
vocational qualifications met 
the same standards as A levels 
before changing their names. 
He added: “We have argued 
that advanced GNVQs needed 
to improve before earning the 
title applied A level. The 
Government should insist on 
the same degree of rigour." 

Mrs Shephard told MPs 
that Britain’s international 
competitiveness and future 
prosperity demanded a higher 
level of qualifications. The 
package of measures derived 
from Sir Ron's 200 recommen¬ 
dations would ensure rigour 

Continued on page 2. col 3 
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‘New-style’ CJD case reported in 
France as beef ban is confirmed 

By Ben Macintyre, Richard Owen 
Philip Webster and Arthur Leathley 

sMTSSs 

■ &33£sA'!Hkr 
5 pn4jxk Tunis ft* Din uro usa 

A FRENCH victim of 
Creu tzfeldr-Jakob disease may 
have died of the same strain of 
the illness as the British 
patients whose cases have 
been linked to “mad cow" 
disease, it was reported 
yesterday. „ . 

The deaths of five Italians 
from CJD were also disclosed 
for the first time yesterday and 
doctors said they believed that 
two others had been killed by 
the brain disorder. 

France has about 50 cases of 
CJD each year, but the young 
victim in Lyons was the first to 
have shown the same new 
symptoms as the British cases, 
£> Monde reported. The 
patient, who has not been 
identified, was one of two 
people aged under 40 diag- 
Snl with the disease this 
year, and tests were being 

carried out to see if the 
circumstances of the death 
were identical to those Jinked 
with “mad cow" disease in 
Britain. 

French government officials 
have hitherto maintained that 
no case of CJD in France could 
be linked to the new strain of 
the disease, but the scientists 
carrying out tests in the Lyons 
raw* refused to comment until 
the post-mortem examination 
was complete. French health 
officials insisted, however, 
that neither of the young 
patients was believed to have 
contracted CJD through eat¬ 
ing beef. 

At least two of the Italian 
victims were older, but the 
cases came to light only 
because of the public alarm 
that has seen the meat market 
collapse. Supermarkets and 

U 
■‘Help! It's spreading 

quicker than we 
expected~ 

butchers said that beef sales 
were down by 30 per cent and 
still falling, and the head of the 
Italian Butchers' Federation 
accused the media of "infor¬ 
mation terrorism". 

Leading importers praised 
the quality of British beef, veal 
and lamb and complained 
that Britain was being unfair¬ 
ly targeted. Others suggested 
that British beef was being 
smuggled across European 
borders with fraudulent Irish 
certificates. 

Similar reports were circu¬ 
lating in France, where native 
meat is now tagged with red. 
white and blue flags declaring 
that it has been reared on 
vegetable feed. Merchants still 
reported a 30 per cent drop in 
sales and wholesalers said 
that orders had fallen by 60 
per cent in spite of the unilat¬ 
eral boycott of British beef 
imposed by many countries 
last week and the formal 
export ban confirmed by the 

Continued on page 2. col 4 

Compensation offer, page 9 
William Rees-Mogg, page 20 

Utters, page 21 

Captives freed as 
hijackers give in 
Hijackers who forced an 
Egyptian aircraft to fly from 
Luxor to Libya surrendered 
last night and released their 
150 captives. 

The EgyptAir Airbus A320 
was seized en route to Cairo. 
Egyptian sources said the 
hijackers claimed to be carry¬ 
ing a message from God for 
Egypt's President Mubarak 
and President Clinton. 

Fine and ban for 
former minister 

Sir Nicholas Scott, the former 
minister for the disabled, was 
fined E.450 and banned from 
driving for 12 months after he 
left an accident where a young 
child's pushchair was trapped 
between cars. He was also 
ordered to pay £450 costs. 

Die Conservative MP for 
Chelsea was said to have 
emerged from the shunt as if 
he were in a trance. Sir 
Nicholas admitted drink-driv¬ 
ing but dented Tailing to stop 
after the accident-Page 3 
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To anyone who has 
served as a Govern¬ 
ment backbencher (as 

for seven years I did) — those 
plankton of the parliamentary 
food-chain — the Labour lead¬ 
er's proposals for an internal 
referendum (to make his par¬ 
ty’s election manifesto bind¬ 
ing on Labour MPs) are of 
real significance. 

Along with many fellow- 
candidates, I never read Con¬ 
servative Party manifestos in 
folL They were long and 
turgid documents whose gen¬ 
eral drift we knew. On the 
whole we supported them but 

we reserved the right to dis¬ 
agree with individual ele¬ 
ments within. 

If these were important 
issues we would haw frit 
some obligation to tell our 
constituency chairman, but 
certainly not to inform Con¬ 
servative Central Office or the 
party leadership. 

Smaller disagreements 
were rarely raised until they 
came to a Commons vote. I 
would forewarn the whips of 
my anxieties. For example, I 
refused to support the Assist¬ 
ed Places scheme. The whips 
called me an idiot but nobody 

suggested that I had broken 
any obligation to our manifes¬ 
to. Whips, however, would 
suggest to potential rebels that 
the electorate had sent us to 
Westminster as Conservatives 
and we should think very 
hard before acting in any 
other way. Among constitu¬ 
ents you were damned if you 
did and damned if you didn't 
Some would praise you for 
your independence. Others 
would tell you that they had 
not voted Conservative to 
have you vote against Tory 
measures in the Commons. 
Both bad a point Any Gov- 

POUTICAL SKETCH 

eminent backbencher has felt 
the puli of each argument 
within his own head and 
heart The truth (and I knew 
it) was dial all hut a handful of 
the twenty-odd thousand who 
voted for me would have 
voted for a monkey, so long as 
it sported a blue rosette. It was 
the Tory programme (or what 
they took it to be) for which 
they had voted. Only a minor¬ 

ity knew or cared much about 
me. 

But still 1 persuaded myself, 
as all backbenchers do, that I 
owed my constituents some 
kind of duty to use my own 
judgment I also persuaded 
myself that I owed the parlia¬ 
mentary party the same duty; 
and that I might dissent from 
a pJank in the part/s raft of 
policies without ceasing to be 

Shephard 
to broaden 
autonomy 
for schools 

By Phi up Webster, political editor 

a Conservative or losing my 
moral right to stand as one. 

How did I reconcile that 
with the undoubted fact that 
my mandate from West Der¬ 
byshire was the Thatcher 
mandate, not the Parris one? 
In part it was a matter of self- 
respect. Hie backbencher 
needs to feel his presence 
matters. He needs to feeL too. 
that be also represents the 
many who did not vote for 
him. There is an element of 
irrationality here, but it re¬ 
mains emotionally important 
to backbenchers. 

More rational was the argu- 

ALANWELLER 

WIDE-RANGING proposals 
to give all schools more power 
to run their own affairs and to 
select more pupils on grounds 
of ability, leading eventually 
to the establishment of more 
grammar schools, will be 
promised today by the Educa¬ 
tion Secretary. 

In a move that ministers 
believe will kill lingering sus¬ 
picions of a rift between her¬ 
self and the Prime Minister, 
Gillian Shephard will an-' 
nounce that a White Paper 
setting out firm proposals for 
the extension of self-govern¬ 
ment in schools is to be 
published in June. 

The White Paper will also 
cover the controversial area of 
selection. Mrs Shephard is 
expected to suggest that all 
schools should consider 
whether their admission poli¬ 
cies best match the needs of 
their area. The paper will fuel 
suggestions that die Govern¬ 
ment is trying to reduce the 
number of oomprehensives. 

Outlining plans that could 
take the Government nearer to 
its objective of a big increase in 
the number of opt-out schools. 
Mrs Shephard will make plain 
in a speech that she wants to 
extend self-government in all 
schools, three run by local 
authorities as well as those 
that are grant-maintained. 

She wants all schools to 
have as much power as pos¬ 
sible over their budgets, possi¬ 
bly raising from 85 per cent to 
100 per cent the proportion of 
budgets “delegated" to them. 

Existing grant-maintained 
schools will be given more 
freedom in the way they 
operate and develop, adding 
to the attraction of GM status. 
In particular the Government 
will examine ways of freeing 
them further from the purse¬ 
strings of local authorities, for 

example in areas such as 
transport. 

At the same time she will 
pledge that all schools that 
want to select more of their 
pupils should be able to do so. 
Ministers are already increas¬ 
ing from 10 to 15 per cent the 
proportion of pupils a school 
can select without seeking 
government approval; the 
White Paper is likely to raise 
the prospect of this being 
increased to 20 per cent. 

In remarks that will be seen 
as backing an increase in the 
number of grammar schools, 
Mrs Shephard will speak of 
wanting (o encourage all 
schools to build on their 
strengths and establish dis¬ 
tinctive identities. 

Her announcement will be 
followed up by John Major in 
his speech to the Conservative 
Central Council in Harrogate 
on Saturday. He is expected to 
underline to the Tory faithful 
that there are no differences 
between himself and his Edu¬ 
cation Secretary over the de¬ 
sire for more self-government 
and selection in schools. 

There have been persistent 
suggestions that Mr Major 
wants to move faster than the 
Education Department on 
opting out and selection. 

While making plain that she 
is opposed to a return of the 
universal 11-plus, which she 
believes would undo many of 
the gains made in bringing 
diversity and choice to the 
state sector. Mrs Shephard's 
speech is intended to lay such 
suggestions to rest. 

Some Tory MPs are known 
to be irritated that the Prime 
Minister* Downing Street 
policy unit has been floating 
radical policy ideas whose 
disclosure has undermined 
Mrs Shephard’s attempts to 
move at a more sensible pace. 

Mrs Shephard with Sir Ron yesterday after he had presented his plans to inject more quality into education 

Sixth-form study shake-up ordered 
Continued from page I 
and quality at a crucial stage 
of education. The Govern¬ 
ment's action plan demands 
proposals by the end of the 
year to safeguard A-level stan¬ 
dards and reduce inconsisten¬ 
cies between different subjects 
and examining boards. Re¬ 
search commissioned by Sir 
Ron found that some subjects, 
including English and busi¬ 
ness studies, attracted signifi¬ 
cantly higher grades than 
mathematics or the sciences. 

George Turnbull, for the 
Southern Examining Group, 
denied A-level standards had 
slipped, and said it would not 
be easy to ensure exact parity 
between different subjects. “It 
is not easy to compare Ein¬ 
stein and Shakespeare”. 

However, Mis Shephard 
said sbe expects to see some 
improvements by September 
1997, with tihe foil implemen¬ 
tation of a programme agreed 

with the boards a year later. 
She has also asked the School 
Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority to produce mea¬ 
sures to increase the takeup 
of science and mathematics 
courses beyond the age of 16. 

New one-year AS levels will 
allow teenagers to study a 
broad range of four, five or six 
subjects when they enter the 
sixth form. They wiD be 
encouraged to make one of 
these an AS level course on 
“key skills” such as communi¬ 
cation and team working, 
demanded by employers. 

The Confederation of Brit¬ 
ish Industry said it would 
have liked Sir Ron to go 
further and made key skills 
part of every A level The 
Committee of Vice- Chancel¬ 
lors and Principals agreed 
some students vrould benefit 
from the chance to take univ¬ 
ersity course units while still 
at schooL Diana Warwick, its 

chief executive, said; “Sir Ron 
has found a way which we 
believe will protea standards, 
at the same time as increasing 
the scope for broader pre- 
university education." 

University lecturers were 
sceptical about school pupils 
taking their courses. David 
Triesman. general secretary 
of die Association of Univer¬ 
sity Teachers, said: “The idea 
that some sixth formers could 
acquire sufficient undergrad¬ 
uate credits to complete a 
degree in two years is totally 
unrealistic Even if it were 
possible, it is by no means 
obvious that it would be 
desirable” 

Head teachers said Sir 
Ron’s review would make 
sense of the current “jungle” 
of qualifications. The Nat¬ 
ional Association of Head 
Teachers particularity wel¬ 
comed the re-naming of ad¬ 
vanced GNVQs as applied A 

levels and- the creation of a 
single National Certificate 

However, the association 
had “serious reservations" 
about the proposed national 
diploma at advanced level 
which it said was too demand¬ 
ing to be left as a voluntary 
option. 

The Royal Society was 
among organisations which 
lobbied for a greater empha¬ 
sis on core skills to broaden 
young people’s achievements 
and was pleased they featured 
prominently in the review. Sir 
John Horiock. the society's 
vice-president also hailed the 
drive to improve mathematics 
and science education. 

“Urging all schools to 
spend a fuD 20 per cent of 
curriculum time at 14 to 16 on 
science is a position we sup¬ 
port entirely.” 

. Details, pages 10, II j 
Leading artide, page 21 | 

ment that it was important to 
my party that its leadership 
must earn our support, and 
could never sleep certain in 
the knowledge that it would 
keep iL 

To belong to a party among 
whose MPs there were lively 
and continuing disagree¬ 
ments about important mat¬ 
ters was a source of pride to 
me and (1 supposed) healthy 
for the party. 

The knowledge that 1 must 
justify for myself to my con¬ 
stituents my own Commons 
voles kept me arguing my 
comer within the party, rather 

FO loses 
works of 
art round 
the world 

By \igel Williamson 
WHITEHALL CORRESPONDENT 

THE Foreign Office has lost 
more than 200 works of art 
from the Government collec¬ 
tion. The disclosure comes 
after an official report earlier 
this month that criticised the 
Ministry of Defence for losing 
205 works, one fifth of its 
collection. 

The Heritage Department 
has confirmed that 206 works 
of arr are missing from 356 FO 
buildings around ihe world 
and another 14 from FO 
premises in Britain. Six of the 
works were lost during the 
emergency evacuations of 
British embassies in Belgrade 
and Baghdad. It was not dear 
last night how the other 214 
items fold gone missing. 

The Department of the En¬ 
vironment has lost 49 works. 
Trade and Industry 22 and the 
Department of Health 18. 
Customs and Exdse has also 
lost 18 pictures from the gov¬ 
ernment collection. Six items 
are missing from the Cabinet 
Office. 

Richard Mottram. perma¬ 
nent secretary at foe Ministry 
of Defence, came under fire 
from both Conservative and 
Labour MPs on the Public 
Accounts Committee over a 
report from the National Au¬ 
dit Office which disclosed that 
the ministry had been unable 
to locate laige numbers of 
works in its £5 million 
collection. . 

Mr Mottram described the 
difficulties of keeping track of 
works of art. "When officers or 
officials move into a room and 
the)' haven’t liked the pictures, 
they pass them on to others. 
Or they move from job to job 
and take the pictures with 
them. Once that happens 
three or four times it is 
impossible to know where 
they are.” 

New regulations mean that 
service personnel, civil ser¬ 
vants and even ministers will 
in future be asked to sign 
personally for whatever is 
hanging on walls of their 
offices when they take 
possession. 

than shrugging “manifesto 
commitment”. 

When whips urged “the 
manifesto” on me I acknowl¬ 
edged the great force of this 
argument, and it nearly al¬ 
ways prevailed. But I never 
thought it always must and 
nor rally did they, whatever 
they pretended. This was one 
tiny lever I had in an other¬ 
wise unequal struggle. Be* 
tween telling me loyalty 
counted and telling me I had 
no right in any circumstances 
to rebel there seemed, and 
still seems, a small but impor¬ 
tant difference. 

KHEaEEIfllsi 

Gulf War 
syndrome 
inquiry 

Medical experts investigating 
Gulf War syndrome for the 
Ministry of Defence are to 
study claims that hundreds of 
veterans of the 1991 war may 
have suffered neurological 
damage after being given a 
mixture of anti-nerve gas vac¬ 
cines and tablets. 

A new programme of MoD 
research will follow the work 
of Dr Goran Jamal, who 
reported yesterday in the 
Journal of Neurology. Neuro¬ 
surgery and Psychiatry that 
14 Gulf War veterans suffer¬ 
ing from a range of illnesses 
showed evidence of nervous 
system dysfunction compared 
with a similar group of 
healthy civilians. 

Journalist backed 
Hie right of journalists to 
protert sources was upheld by 
the European Court of Hu¬ 
man Rights. Hie court found 
that the Government had . 
breached the European Con¬ 
vention on Human Rights in 
the case of Bill Goodwin, a 
trainee on The Engineer who 
was fined £5,000 for refusing 
to name a contact 

Leading article, page 21 

Rail service sold 
The London to Edinburgh 
Intercity tram service, made 
famous by the Flying Scots¬ 
man. has been sold to Sea 
Containers. The company, 
which operates the Orient *■ 
Express and cross-Channel 
services, has been confirmed 
tiie successful bidder in the 
auction to run the £250- 
million-a-year franchise for 
Intercity East Coast 

Ulster protest 
Conservatives in Northern 
Ireland have written in pro¬ 
test to John Major after being 
told they would not be 
allowed to contest the elec¬ 
tions to all-party talks in the 
Province: They have accused 
the Government of disenfran¬ 
chising the 45,000 people in 
Northern Ireland who voted 
Tory at the general election. 

Letters, page 21 

Now free calls and 
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French CJD case 
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Continued from page 1 
European Commission yester¬ 
day. 

That led to urgent talks 
between London and Brussels 
on an EU support package for 
measures that are expected to 
indude tire slaughter of hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of older 
dairy cattle—which could cost 
£3 billion in compensation 
over the five years it could take 
to get "mad cow" disease out of 
the system. 

Ministers agreed yesterday 
that tiie main priority was to 
rebuild public confidence in 
beef, but Downing Street nev¬ 
ertheless criticised the export 
ban as disproportionate and 
confirmed that John Major 
was likely to raise the issue 
with fellow heads of govern¬ 
ment at the Turin summit 
tomorrow. 

Douglas Hogg, the Minister 
of Agriculture, suggested that 
Britain might take tiie Com¬ 
mission to the European 
Court of Justice, but he admit¬ 
ted that that could take 
months and was not an imme¬ 
diate solution to the problem 
He said the Government was 
working as speedily as it could 
to put together a package erf 
measures for which EU help 
would be available. 

Stephen Dorati, the Health 
Secretary, meanwhile finally 
abandoned the Government’s 
position that it was prepared 
to adhere to scientific advice 
that culling was unnecessary. 
“Yesterday the argument 
moved. The issue is no longer 
a question of the safety of 
British beef," he said. “The 
question now is a matter of 
consumer confidence. It is one 
thing to have a safe product, it 
is another to command confi¬ 
dence in the market place." 

Mr Hogg and Mr Dorrell 
had earlier both faced heavy 
criticism from Tory MPs dur¬ 
ing a four-hour joint session of 
the Commons health and agri¬ 
culture select committees. 

Edward Leigh accused them 
of contradicting each other 
over a culj, while David 
Congdon and William Powell 
called for more specific infor¬ 
mation about the risk of 
contracting CJD from BSE- 
infected offaL They com¬ 
plained that scientists' 
assurance that the risk was 
“extremely low” was 
unhelpful. 

Mr Leigh said that Mr 
Dorrell had hinted heavily 
that partial cull could be 
expected, but Mr Hogg had 
denied suggestions of a selec¬ 
tive slaughter. 

“Because these questions 
are not being answered today, 
what this comrjiittee will be 
faced with is an inability to do 
its job properly,” Mr Leigh 
said. “There wfll be a state¬ 
ment made to Parliament 
about some kind of partial 
slaughter policy, but then up 
will jump [BSE experts 1 who 
will say’this is far too little, too 
late’.” 

Compensation offer, page 9 
William Rees-Mogg. page 20 

Letters, page 21 

□ Contrary to our report 
(March 21) Mr Duncan Walk¬ 
er, consultant cardiothoradc 
surgeon, Leeds, did not him¬ 
self allege bribery against a 
colleague. Acting on advice 
from the General Medical 
Council, he merely passed on 
what he had been told on fhe 
telephone about a colleague to 
the Yorkshire Regional Health 
Authority solicitor. 
□ The millennium lecture by 
the Chief Rabbi, Dr Jonathan 
Sacks (report, March 21) was 
delivered at the Manchester 
Business School. 
□ Cadbury’s chocolate fingers 
(report yesterday) do not con¬ 
tain any beef products. 
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Chelsea MP admits drink-driving 

Sir Nicholas Scott 
banned from road 
for leaving crash 

SIR Nicholas Scon, the former 
Minister for the Disabled, was 
fined £450 and banned from 
driving for 12 months after he 
left an accident where a child’s 
pushchair was trapped be¬ 
tween cars. He was also 
ordered to pay prosecution 
costs of £450. 

The Conservative MP for 
Chelsea was said to have 
emerged from the three-car 
shunt as if he were in a trance. 
Sir Nicholas. 62, drank up to 
three glasses of white wine 
when he made a .speech at a 
party in his west London 
constituency before the 
accident. 

Sir Nicholas admitted 
drink-driving but denied fail¬ 
ing to stop after the accident in 
Sydney Street. Chelsea. 

Roger Davies, stipendiary 
magistrate at Horseferry 
Road Court, central London, 
found that the MP had failed 
to remain at the scene after 
driving his red Volvo into 
another parked Volvo which 
hit the buggy and trapped it 
against a Jaguar. 

In the pushchair was 
Thtbauh Ptrreard. aged three 
years and eleven months, the 
son of a Swiss banker. 

Yves Perrcard. 37, who was 
with his wife, told the court 
that he shouted “stop, stop" 
and waved his arms at the car 
that caused the accident. After 
rescuing his son he was un¬ 
able tu find the driver. His son 
was crying. In attempting (o 
free the boy from the trapped 
buggy he twisted his ankle. 

Sir Nicholas said that he 
walked 400 yards to the local 
constituency association head¬ 
quarters to telephone emer¬ 
gency services, leaving 
Patricia Sill-Johnstone. his 
secretary, to take care of 

By Michael Hors n ell 

matters. He did not leave his 
name with anybody because 
he assumed everyone knew 
who he was. 

The magistrate interrupted 
the MPs evidence to query 
why he had walked 400 yards 
to make his call when he could 
have stopped at a public 
telephone or at restaurants on 
the way. 

Sir Nicholas failed to tele¬ 
phone from his headquarters 
because the building was 
closed. Without stopping at 
the scene of the accident, he 
then walked to the home of his 
doctor. 

There he drank a glass of 
whisky offered to him while a 
call was made to police telling 
officers where he could be 
interviewed. 

A blood rest revealed 98 
milligrams of alcohol to 100 
millilitres of blood, the limit 
being 80 milligrams. 

Dean Ramsey, a local resi¬ 
dent who was taking a walk, 
said that when he knocked on 
the window of Sir Nicholas's 

Scott assumed he was 
known to everyone 

car he could gel no response. 
“The defendant looked like 
somebody who had had tno 
much to drink. He looked like 
he was about to go to sleep. 
His eyes were closing." 

Michdc Palmier a, a me¬ 
chanic from east London who 
was driving past, told the 
court that a woman at the 
scene was verbally abusing 
people. 

She allegedly called Mr 
Perrcard "French scum" and 
asked the crowd that had 
gathered to disperse at once. 

Sir Nicholas told the court 
that after returning from con¬ 
stituency headquarters he was 
on his way back to the scene of 
the accident but realised there 
was commotion and turmoil. 
A woman was shouting: "Lock 
him up. lock him up." He did 
not wish to inflame the crowd 
by returning. 

"I thought it was better for 
me not to hang around, not 
least because of this woman's 
behaviour which was increas¬ 
ingly erratic," he said. 

The magistrate told Sir 
Nicholas; "You had no idea at 
that stage of the damage that 
might have been caused to the 
cars or what possible harm 
might have occurred to the 
child. There was an obligation 
for you to remain on the spot 
for a period of time. That you 
failed to do." 
□ Sir Nicholas, as Minister 
for the Disabled, had a public 
fallout with his daughter Vic¬ 
toria after he admitted he 
misted MPs when he denied 
that his department had been 
involved in tactics designed to 
kill the Disability Bill in 1994. 

Victoria, a lobbyist for dis¬ 
abled rights, denounced her 
father and supported calls for 
him to resign. 

Decorated masks donated to die Prince’s Trust by the cartoonist Bill Tidy, top. Lord Healey, left, and the 
comedian Ruby Wax. Hundreds of celebrities were sent plain, white masks to decorate however they chose. A 

selection is on display at Olympia until tomorrow. TTie lull collection will be auctioned in November 

BBC wins 
deal for 
Potter’s 
last film 
By Alexandra Frean 

MEDIA CORRESPONDENT 

A PREVIOUSLY unpublished 
film script by the late Dennis 
Potter is to be made info a film 
by the BBC with backing from 
Hollywood. 

White Clouds is about a 
young Englishman living in 
Verona who kidnaps a young 
girl and demands a ransom 
but ends up killing her. de¬ 
spite falling in love with her. It 
is based on the novel Cara 
Massimina. by Tim Parks. 

It had been thought dial 
Potters last unfilmed works 
were Karaoke and Cold Laza¬ 
rus, two four-part dramas he 
wrote for the BBC and Chan¬ 
nel 4 shortly before his death 
from cancer in June 1994. 
However, the BBC confirmed 
yesterday that it was develop¬ 
ing White Clouds in partner¬ 
ship with 3n unnamed 
American company. It will 
have a budget of £3.5 million 
and filming will begin in Italy 
in the autumn. 

Potter’s dose friend and 
collaborator. Ken Trodd. who 
has produced Karaoke and 
Cold Lazarus, said that Potter 
completed the scrip! for White 
Clouds before he became ill. 
"He gave it me to read. 
Although it is based on some¬ 
one else^s novel, Potter’s stamp 
is very much on it ft is a very 
clever piece, reminiscent of 
Brimstone and Treacle." 

Trodd was speaking at the 
launch of the BBC's spring 
and summer schedules, at 
which it was announced that 
Karaoke and Cold Lazarus 
would be screened by the BBC 
and Channel 4 in April and 
May. The season also includes 
a five-part documentary se¬ 
ries. Defence of the Realm, 
about the Ministry of Defence. 
□ Prince Edward's television 
company has won its first BBC 
commission, it was an¬ 
nounced yesterday. Ardent 
Production's documentary 
The Search for the Silver 
Arrow is to be shown as a Top 
Gear special next month. 
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Pre-teen children 
fall prey to shape 
of fashion models 

By Jeremy Laurance, health correspondent 

ed by girls to achieve the ideal 

Two wronged parties make 
a right for jilted minister 

By Ruth Guedhuju religion correspondent 

A BAPTIST minister whose 
wife set up home with their 

Lincoln’s burghers 
offer sanctuary 

to outlawed Robin 
By Andrew Pierce 

CHILDREN as young as 11 
worry about the size and 
shape of their bodies and are 
alarmed that the changes tak¬ 
ing place at puberty run 
counter to the dictates of 
fashion, according to a survey. 

Half of girls and a third of 
boys are concerned about their 
body image, with twice as 
many giris'as boys wanting to 
lose weight, the survey of II 
and I2-year-olds found. In 
many cases the desire for 
slimness was influenced by 
the images of fashion models. 

The questionnaire survey, 
published yesterday by the 
Health Education Authority, 
was conducted among 536 
pupils in three secondary 
schools. It found that many 
children undergoing puberty, 
especially girls, felr they were 
fat and were alarmed at the 
unexpected increase in weight 

Girls are particularly con¬ 
cerned about their legs and 
their stomachs. Many claimed 
they wanted to be slimmer for 
themselves, not because ihey 
cared about what others 
thought. One said: "I have 
photos of me when when l was 
really skinny and dressed up 
and it really makes me sick to 
we that 1 have put on so much 
weight." The strategies adopr- 

shape range through doing 
very little to taking exercise 
and to serious attempts at 
dieting. Dancing or aerobics 
claseses were cited as the 
"right way" to achieve 
slimness. 

Dieting was seen as particu¬ 
larly difficult at school where 
children were subject to peer 
pressure to indulge in snacks 
and chips, but easier at home. 

However, some children — 
15 per cent of boys and 11 per 
cent of girls — say they would 
like to put on weight One in 15 
children of both sexes felt they 
were too thin. 

Parents interviewed for the 
survey felt that their children’s 
worries about being over¬ 
weight were unfounded. They 
tried to reassure them by 
explaining that weight prob¬ 
lems ran in the family or 
were a natural phase of 
adolescence. 

Parents were reluctant to 
start their children on diets, 
because of fears about anorex¬ 
ia. The survey, included in a 
report Health Promotion and 
the Family, found parents felt 
ill-equipped to discuss subjects 
such as body image, sex and 
depression with their adoles¬ 
cent children. 

gardener has decided to re- 
many — and has chosen the 
gardener's former wife. The 
Rev Dennis Mickelsen said 
that his bride, Joan Stannard, 
was, like him. a "wronged 
party". 

Mr Mickelsen. who was 
last year evicted from his 
home after he refused to pay a 
divorce settlement, was devas¬ 
tated when his former wife 
Audrey. 69. walked out on 
their 41-year marriage and set 
up home with Peter Fisk, their 
gardener, in 1990. 

The two couples were once 
great friends and used to go 
on drives and outings togeth¬ 
er. Mr Mickelsen will now 
many Mrs Stannard. who 
was married to Mr Fisk for 42 
years but reverted to her 
maiden name after her di¬ 
vorce. at his church in Sutton. 
Suffolk where he has been 
pastor for 28 years. 

Mr Mickelsen. 72. had said 
he was prepared to go to jail 
rather than pay a penny 
towards the £109,500 divorce 
settlement to his wife, with 
whom he had four children. 
He later obeyed a court order 
to pay his former wife 
£20.000, half the proceeds of 
the home, and £625 a month 
for five years. “I bear no 

animosity to any person on 
this earth inducting those 
who have wronged me. But 
although I sent letters and 
flowers to my wife after she 
left, 1 had no other communi¬ 
cation with her apart from 
two chance meetings at a 
garage;" Mr Mickelsen said. 

"f waited and prayed for six 
years for her to come hack. 
Then 1 fdt in my heart that I 
could be happy with Joan 
who like me is also a wronged 
party. We fed a common 
bond of Christian faith which 
is the best union that there can 
be." 

He added: "The Bible says 
that a marriage can only end 
if there has been unfaithful¬ 
ness and there has in this 

case. Other ministers and 
people might think differently 
but 1 think there is a place for 
remarriage when the circum¬ 
stances are genuine." 

MrMfckelsen said his mar¬ 
riage plans had met with "a 
favourable and happy" re¬ 
sponse from his congregation. 
Mrs Stannard said: “1 am 
very happy to be with Dennis. 
Our lives will be full again. 
We have been friends for a 
long time but we only got 
serious recently." 

The couple plan to five in 
Mrs Stannard’s sheltered ac¬ 
commodation flat in Wood- 
bridge. Their former partners 
have not married but live 12 
miles away at Otley, near 
Ipswich. 

Money for 
wrongful 

arrest 
‘ridiculous’ 

By Adrian Lee 

A WOMAN who was ordered 
out of her sickbed and wrong¬ 
ly arrested over two unpaid 
parking fines described an 
offer of £150 compensation as 
ridiculous yesterday. 

Caroline Coupland had re¬ 
ported her car stolen at the 
time the penalties were in¬ 
curred. But she was laid by a 
police officer that if she did not 
get dressed and accompany 
him to court she would be 
handcuffed. 

The mistake was blamed on 
lost documents and Ms 
Coupland. 31, of Ash. Surrey, 
was offered the compensation 
by Hampshire Magistrates’ 
Court Committee as a “gesture 
of goodwill". She was told that 
magistrates, who issued an 
arrest warrant, have immuni¬ 
ty in such cases against claims 
of false arrest 

Ms Coupland, who suffers 
from asthma, had just been 
released from hospital when 
the officer arrived with a 
warrant from Aldershot mag¬ 
istrates. 

She said: "When 1 was 
eventually brought before the 
court I couldn't stand up. I 
was still holding my nebuliser 
mask m my face. I nearly 
passed out" 

LINCOLN has offered a new 
home to Robin Hood, who 
faces being outlawed from 
Nottingham because he is out 
of dale. Civic chiefs in Lincoln 
are planning to promote its 
historic links with the endur¬ 
ing hero of British folk histoiy. 

Lincoln green, the doth said 
to have been worn by Robin 
and his Merry Mol was 
woven and dyed in the dry. 
His celebrated robberies of the 
rich to benefit the poor were 
conducted, says Lincoln City 
Council, on the nearby Fosse 
Way. 

More controversially, the 
dty supports the theory advo¬ 
cated by a group of historians 
that he was not Robin of 
Laxley. a miller's son, but 
relate! to the De Kyme family, 
which hailed from Lincoln, 
some 35 miles from Notting¬ 
ham. Lincoln Cathedral also 
boasts a medieval manuscript 
that documents tire first con¬ 
nection between Robin and 
Sherwood Forest 

Geoffrey Ellis, the mayor of 
Lincoln, said: “We will take 
full advantage of promoting 
our connection with the 
outlaw. 

"If Nottingham does not 
want him. we certainly do. We 
will support Robin Hood in 

every way." But Lincoln will 
not secure Robin Hood’s ser¬ 
vices without a fight Only 
days after the plan to design a 
new symbol for Nottingham 
came to light, Robin Hood, 
alias actor Tun Pollard, was 
the main attraction at the city’s 
stand at the British trade fair 
in Birmingham. 

Margaret TiJJson. Notting¬ 
ham's tourism promotions of¬ 
ficer, was aghast at the 
proposal to play down links 
with Robin Hood. She said: 
“We would not dream of 
dropping him, as he is so well 
known worldwide." Mark Al¬ 
exander. executive director of 
Nottingham’s conference bu¬ 
reau, said that no firm deci¬ 
sion had been taken about the 
outlaw. “A marketing partner¬ 
ship is now looking at an 
image for Nottingham that 
would appeal across the 
board." 

Mr Pollard, dressed in a 
Lincoln green tunic, said: “f 
hear that some people think 
Robin Hood is a bit of a soft 
image for the city. For a 
person to be thrown aside for 
having a reputation for being 
fair, just and honest seems to 
me to be daft." 

Letters, page 21 Peter Fisk with Mr Mickelsen’s former wife, Audrey 
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New supplies of non-British beef. 

BIG MACS ARE 
BACK AT 

MCDONALD’S TODAY. 
Last Sunday, in response to public concern about British beef, we 

withdrew all beef products from our restaurants. 

Today, by this evening at the latest, you can again buy hamburgers, 

Big Macs and quarterpounders at McDonald’s. 

They are made exclusively of new supplies of non-British beef which 

come only from established McDonald’s suppliers. 

So you can be assured that our standards of quality and safety will 

remain as high as ever. 

You can be confident that we will still use only prime cuts of beef. We 

never have used and never will use offal or mechanically-recovered meat. 

We subject all our beef to 40 controls for quatity and safety before, 

during and after production. 

These are the standards which we have always believed you have a 

right to expect. We still believe British beef is safe and we will use it again 

when public confidence in it has been restored. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your patience, 

trust and co-operation during the last few days. 

Paul Preston, President and Chief Executive Officer, McDonald’s Restaurants Limited. 

N\ I McDonald's 

I 

f \ * 

4 



2I1£TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 28 1996 

Charity chiefs warn RSPCA to 
BvAndrew Pjkrcl 

THE R5PCA has been told hv 
*-hanr>' .Commissioner; 

not m Lampaign agains-i ani- 
nial expen men Is ihar are cun- 
Mdered i* (lf 

mankind The campaign 

Kr?\-he British-financS 
us*, of ehimpanzecs in Wvisec- 
ijT". ‘n Hr.,,!and «=> one of i]JL. 
first casualties of the ruling 

nte society is roex3min7nC 
"’PPOsition to the use of 

nvn^ItV'H .cvperim,“'nts and 
5S nuWicaiions thar set uur 
anneal arguments for animal 

,hft.th® RSCPA had sold its 
rnn mufb an,maI nghts movement added to 
controversy surrounding the organisation 

2S2T ari: a,so Mn* n> 
viS?? members of the 
KjjrCA ruling council claim 
that the organisation’s cam¬ 
paigning activities will now 
liave to be toned down and 
restricted to the welfare of 
animals. Field sports support¬ 
ers and landowners may now 

legally challenge the society's 
opposition to hunting on the 
grounds that the destruction 
of the fox can be beneficial. 

In a recent letter. Richard 
Fries, the Chief Charity Com¬ 
missioner. told the RSPCA 
that the organisation would be 
behaving in a way which was 
“inconsistent with its charita¬ 

ble status- if it argued that the 
infliction of pain on animals 
could nor be justified if it was 
for the good of man. 

The charity commission in¬ 
tervened after an article by 
Michael Sissons, a leading 
London literary agent, in 
Country Life last November. 
The commission instructed 
the RSPCA to respond to 
criticisms that the society had 
“surrendered its soul to the 
animal rights lobby". 

Membership has halved to 
26,000 in the past 20 years 
after a series of controversial 

HOME NEWS 5 

tone down experiments protest 
*«««>•, includ- told about th* —. ..~ moves by the society, includ¬ 

ing setting out a -declaration 
of animal rights— attempts to 
encourage members in be¬ 
come vegetarian, opposition to 
hunting and the rejection of 
membership applications 
from field sport supporters, 
pc charily has published 
booklets which set out detailed 
ethical arguments for so- 
called animal rights, to the 
annoyance of members who 
say if has moved away from its 
animal welfare work. 

Angela Waider. a member 
of the RSPCA council, when 

mid about the commission 
tiling, said: “The Charity 
Commissioners should go to 
hell." Ms Waider. a vegan, is 
one of the targets of the 
society's critics. She has sev¬ 
eral arrests for public order 
ottences and was expelled 
from the movement in JOSS for 
bringing ihe society into 
disrepute. She challenged her 
expulsion in the High Court in 
IW1. was reinstated and in 
IW4 was elected to /he soci¬ 
ety's ruling council. 

Sir David Steel, founder of 
the Countryside Movement -V T . -*------™ EPuncti. When the Countryside Mov 

-^-gYLggglQg^ed^after prosecution weighs up emotional costs of case 
- rr~ : j IjLJtmiUMlUL*. . I.A. ■ SIMON MMICE-wra~ ’ ---- 

Home help cleared 
of trying to murder 

cancer sufferer 

pressure group, said Iasi 
night: "The commission has 
told the RSPCA to warch it. A 
vociferous but effective minor¬ 
ity has been engaged in assid¬ 
uous campaigning for animal 
rights which offends millions 
of ordina ry countryside lovers. 
I hope this intervention by the 
commissioners will reverse an 
alarming trend. The RSPCA 
has moved alarmingly away 
from charity work and into the 
political arena. It should stick 
to what it is best at: animal 
welfare." 

A commission spokesman 

confirmed that ihe work of the 
charity had been kept dosely 
under review but that it had 
not breached its charitable 
scope. "There seems to be con¬ 
siderable scope for the RSPCA 
to continue to campaign 
against cruelty in cases where 
that cruelty cannot be justified 
by a greater benefit conferred 
on mankind." 

A spokeswoman for the 
RSPCA said: “We have been 
given a clean bill of health by 
the commission. We are re¬ 
viewing our opposition tD ex¬ 
periments on primates." 

Rachel Heath, who was accused of giving poison to her elderly client 

By Dominic Kennedy 
SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

CORRESPONDENT 

A HOME HELP accused of 
attempting to murder an el¬ 
derly cancer sufferer had her 
case dismissed yesterday after 
a judge said he would pass 
only a light sentence if she 
were convicted. 

Rachel Heath. 31, was also 
charged with administering 
diamorphine. a poison, to 
endanger the life of or inflict 
grievous bodily harm to 71- 
yearold Kathleen Corfield. 

Ms Heath was a home help 
and carer for Mrs Corfield, a 
retired civil servant who had 
lived hi a semi-detached house 
in Shirley. Southampton, for 
nearly 30years. Mrs Corfield, 
a widow, had terminal cancer 
of the lung and throat She 
had been in Southampton 
General Hospital for two 
weeks when she suddenly fell 
ill in December 1994. The 
police were called but she died 
shortly after their arrival. 

Ms Heath had denied at¬ 
tempted murder and poison¬ 
ing. After discussions in 
chambers at Winchester 
Crown Court the Crown Pros¬ 
ecution Service decided to 
offer no evidence. Ms Heath, 
of Woolston, Southampton, 
wept and hugged friends after 
the judge, Mr Justice Ognall. 
dismissed the case. Philip 
Mot QC. for the prosecution. 

Kathleen Corfield: her 
cancer was terminal 

told the court “Even if the case 
passes the evidential test tffe 
Crown prosecutors must de¬ 
ride that the prosecution is 
necessary in the public 
interest 

“TTie change in derision is 
not caused by any reassess¬ 
ment of the evidence. The view 
was taken that the case was fit 
for the derision of the jury." 
Mr Mott said that in the 
public interest however, the 
likely sentence should be 
borne in mind. “If the court is 
likely to impose a very small 
or nominal penalty, it is a 
major factor against prosecu¬ 
tion in a trial that may take a 
long time. 

“In this r case it would 
have been five days, involving 
witnesses with emotional in¬ 
volvement and an emotional 

experience for the defendant 
herself. 

“In a case such as this, 
where the issues go beyond the 
strictly legal into greater emo¬ 
tive significance, it is not 
always an easy assessment 
Your lordship has very kindly 
made certain views known 
about your assessment of the 
evidence. Even if we prove 
what is set out those views 
must go into the balance and 
cause a reconsideration of the 
public interest" 

The derision not to continue 
with the prosecution had been 
made at a high level within the 
Crown Prosecution Service. 
Mr Mott said. He added that 
there was an additional ad¬ 
vantage to the decision: there 
could be confidence that prosc¬ 
riptions would not be contin¬ 
ued simply to take the easy 
way out and to avoid criticism. 

Mr Justice Ognall said that 
“in the very unusual circum¬ 
stances" of this case, he was 
satisfied that had Ms Heath 
been convicted she would have 
received a “very small or 
nominal penalty". 

"Hie judge added: “The in¬ 
vestigating and prosecution 
agencies should not be faulted 
for bringing the matter this 
far. They would have been 
failing in their duty if they had 
done any less. The Crown 
Prosecution Service has clear¬ 
ly acted responsibly and 
correctly.” 

The basilisk lizard, which rarely gets its feet wet 

How lizards walk 
on water with 

the greatest of ease 
By Nigel Hawkes. science editor 

THE mystery of how the 
basilisk Lizard runs on wafer 
has been solved by two Ameri¬ 
can scientists. 

By taking highspeed pho¬ 
tographs they have shown 
mat the feat is achieved by 
extreme speed and dexterity, 
combined with a power out¬ 
put that is. weight for weight 
15 times greater than human 
beings can manage. 

Basilisk lizards and some 
shore birds can make rapid 
progress across water by re¬ 
peatedly striking the surface 
with their feet In ihe case of 
the lizards, say Dr Jim 
Glasheen and Dr Thomas 
McMahon of Harvard Univ¬ 
ersity in Nature, the rear feet, 
driven by powerfully muscled 
legs, do ihe work while the 
lizard stands almost uprighL 

On each stroke the foot first 
slaps the water, then drives 
downwards through it and is” 
finally swiftly withdrawn as 
me other foot slaps down. 
The slap produces virtually 

the 
col- 

film 

little lift, but the downward 
stroke does. 

As the fool goes through the 
water it crea tes a cavity of air. 
The secret is to remove 
foot before the cavity 
lapses. The high-speed_ 
shows that the downward 
push takes 44 milliseconds, 
while withdrawing the foot 
takes 68 milliseconds—so fast 
that the water does not have 
time to fill the cavity created 
by the downward stroke. 

The scientists calculate that 
the power required is 29 watts 
per kilogram of bodyweighi; 
well within the capacity of the 
lizard, whose muscles can 
produce 135 watts per kilo¬ 
gram. The best human beings 
can do is 20 watts per kg. And 
a man weighing 13 stone and 
striking the water with his 
bare feet would need to move 
them through the water at a 
speed of more than 60 miles 
an hour. The fastest human 
recorded is Carl Lewis, at 
26.95mph. 
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6 HOME NEWS 

Lost evidence that could 
have saved three lives 

THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 281996 

By Dominic Kennedy, social affairs correspondent 

A MENTAL patient with 
known homicidal tendencies 
was allowed back into the 
community where he killed 
his father and two pensioners, 
an inquiry found yesterday. 

Jason Mitchell, 26. had per¬ 
suaded a tribunal that he was 
sane. Evidence that he was a 
potential killer had either been 
lost or ignored. 

Sir Louis Blom-Cooper, QC. 
a former chairman of the 
Mental Health Commission, 
made 50 recommendations 
yesterday, including possibly 
depriving prisoners of the 
right to keep medical records 
confidential. 

Mitchell, whose mother left 
home when he was a child, 
was a glue-sniffer who became 
a petty thief. Papers from I98S 
produced by a young offend¬ 
ers' institution and prison 
showed that he was a serious¬ 

ly disturbed teenager who 
believed that television sets 
talked to him. These records 
Tailed to follow him through 
his next five years of courts 
and hospitals. 

In 19)0 a vicar allowed 
Mitchell to sleep in a church in 
Epsom. Surrey. The next day. 
Jim Powell, the 70-year-old 
church cleaner, was attacked 
with a baseball bat by Mitch¬ 
ell. who threatened to kill him. 

Mitchell later told police he 
was carrying two knives 
because voices had told him to 
kill the vicar. He appeared at 
the Old Bailey and was sent to 
West Park psychiatric hospi¬ 
tal in Epsom. 

Jackie Leaver, an occupa¬ 
tional therapist at the hospital, 
provided a report in 1901 
detailing Mitchell's innermost 
thoughts but the document 
was dealt with dismissively by 

clinicians and other staff. The 
following year. Mitchell app¬ 
lied for discharge, fn 1993 he 
was transferred to St 
Clements Hospital in Ipswich, 
nearer his father’s home. 

In IWDr Ray Goddard, a 
consultant psychiatrist, sanc¬ 
tioned Mitchell's release to the 
community, saying there was 
no useful purpose in detaining 
him. 

In December of that year 
Mitchell absconded from his 
halfway house and broke into 
the home of Shirley Wilson, a 
chapel organist, and her hus¬ 
band Arthur, a former station- 
master. He killed the couple, 
both aged 65. Mitchell then 
went to his father's home 250 
yards away in the village of 
Bramford. Suffolk. He be¬ 
headed and dismembered Bob 
Mitchell. The killer told police 
he wanted practice before 

killing and eating a younger 
victim. After being arrested for 
murder, he appeared ecstatic 
and sang It's a Wonderful Life 
in his cdJ. Diagnosed with 
paranoid schizophrenia. 
Mitchell was given three life 
sentences last July and is at 
Rampton Hospital. 

Sir Louis's panel blamed 
nobody for the triple killings. 
It recommended that foil ac¬ 
counts of criminal arts involv¬ 
ing mentally disordered 
people should become part of 
their permanent clinical 
record. 

Dr Goddard said yesterday 
the distress of the case had 
caused him to question wheth¬ 
er he wanted to continue his 
job. "1 think we feel that 
sometimes we are being 
scapegoated for a national 
failure of care in the commune 
ity." he said. 

' ,. V--; •:® 

Jason Mitchell persuaded a tribunal he was sane 

Mental health inquiries dismissed as worthless 
By Dominic Kennedy 

INQUIRIES info mental health 
blunders such as the Jason Mitchell 
killings are mostly a waste of time, 
according to an expert who chairs 
them. They nearly always reach the 
same conclusions, nothing is 
changed, nobody is sacked and they 
may make matters worse, according 
to Dr Matt Muijen. About 40 such 
inquiries are under way at any time. 

Dr Muijen. director of the respect¬ 
ed Sainsburv Centre for Mental 

Health in London, was able to 
correctly predict the outcome of 
yesterday’s inquiry by Sir Louis 
Blom-Cooper. QC. ‘These inquiries 
invariably come up with very un¬ 
original findings," he said. "We 
know the conclusions ... poor com¬ 
munication between agencies, lack 
of leadership, lack of resources. 

"They are supposed to reassure the 
public, which they don’t and they 
are intended to improve the system, 
which they don't" 

Dr Muijen has just chaired an 

inquiry into the suicides of three 
men with mental health problems 
who lived in the community in 
Southampton. "Inquiry reports, in¬ 
cluding my one. come up with these 
findings but they are rarely taken 
further. You invariably find that 
some mistakes have been made 
some years earlier. What tends to 
happen is that the health authority 
reads the report, thinks about it 
considers whether it can allocate 
more resources and often cant 

"Hardly ever does anybody get 

dismissed or sacked. I remember 
one case where a senior manager 
was moved sideways bat everybody 
already knew that person couldn't 
do the job." 

Dr Muijen said the effect on other 
staff could be profound. "There is a 
very nasty side to inquiries: the. 
amazingly negative impact on staff 
morale. You could argue 'so what?, 
but it can lead to poorer care. Staff 
are under incredible scrutiny by 
local and national press and a tough 
QC which means that they are 

frightened out of their mini" Al¬ 
though Health. Department officials 
are privately worried about the 
inquiry system, campaigning groups 
tend to encourage h- Dr Muijen said: 
"If your whole organisation is con¬ 
cerned with saying that community 
care is flawed, this is helpful because 
it gives yon ammunition all the 
time." 

He said inquiries should be held 
only in cases where serious negli¬ 
gence was suspected, rather- than 
automatically as at present - - 

Nuclear plant hails report 

■to be 
Sellafield’s fault 

By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 

LOWEST EVER PC PRICES 
AT PC WORLD. 

THE SeUafield nuclear plant 
in Cumbria is very .unlikely to 
have caused a leukaemia dus¬ 
ter among children m.nearby 
Seascale, a government com- . 
mittee has concluded. 

But it admits that no other 
single 'cause can explain the . 
duster, the subject of repeated 
official inquiries. Interactions 
between various - factors, in¬ 
cluding the possibility that 
leukaemia could be intertfou& 
may be responsible, the Coin- :' 
mittee on the Medical Aspects . 
of Radiation in the Environ-" 
ment says. • 

For four decades, childhood 
leukaemia has been more , 
common in Seascale than- 
would be expected. Therehave 
been eight cases since 1945 of 
lymphoid leukaemia' amortg 
those below the; age of 25/: 
when less than me would be- 
the n orm. - 

The report reviews data' 
since a committee, under. Sir 
Douglas - Black, examined the 
issue iftJ984. Itshows that the 
excess of cases has continued 
and remains confined to a- 
yery small area. Cumbria as a 
whole does not show an excess' 
and nor do other areas around - 
SeUafield where* workers at 
die plant lived. . 

The committee, chaired by 
Professor Biyn Bridges, exam¬ 
ined the possibility that. the. 
Seascale duster might be due 
to people moving into the area, 
bringing with mem infectious 
agents to-which .they were, 
immune., and mixing with 
others who were susceptible. 

"The evidence available at 
presort does not convince us 
that such' a large relative risk 
persisting . over more than 
three decades could be wholly 
attributed to population mix¬ 
ing." it concludes. ’ 

Professor Bridges speculat¬ 
ed that if .infection was the 

cause, then Seascale may have 
beai affected because of a . 

' .sewage outflow from Sella- , 
field which discharged direct¬ 
ly into the River Ehen and - 
flowed out to sea less than a 
mile from the Seascale beach. 

.The .report■.■says that the 
- high incidence of leukaemia 

and non-Hodgkin's lympho¬ 
ma in-young, people in 

' .Seascale between 1963 and 
-1992vras"h%hly imlikety to be 
; ‘due to chance” blit .that "hoi, 
; one'factorcould account for . 
T die increase V - 
.V -Radiation levels were “for - 
’ too sroall" to account for thr" 
cases on_the baris of present, 
-fatewtedge. Nor is.itclefo-how. 

:• only the children Seascale - 
' fathers and not -those who 

lived elsewhere couH be 
• affected. ./■’••*" ' v 

Professor Bridges ' added:. 
. “Only; dine will tell. We need 
•to know .a. ';Ipt:more aboift,:' 
'childhood.. leukaemia.. Only: -• 

:■ then will webe able togo back■ v 
i.ahd then we'wflLbe able to?', 

understand the true/scate of , ^ 
theSeascakcase.” 

;British Nuclear Fuels wet":, 
.corned the finding that occupa-7 
tional exposure to raffiadon'-' 

. was veiy unliketyr tb accourit, 
forthe excessof leukaemias in ; 
Seascale. David Young, BNFL- 

...spokesman, T said: "We 'are 
pleased that at last the spectre' 
that radiation has caused. 
these problems has been lifted 
from us. ' : 

■ . "Bur we have always felt 
that to blame these problems 
on radiation was a bit 

' simplistic." -J ' 
: Janine ADis-Smith, whose 
son Lee was diagnosed with ‘ 
leukaemia in 1984at the age of 
12. said foe report was incon¬ 
clusive and -she was still : 

•. convinced his illness was 
Caused by radioactive waste 
from, the SeUafield plant. 
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SeUafield powerstarionontlre CumlnTan coast 

£146.000 

unclaimed 
By Adrian Lce . 

A SMALL fortune will slip 
through the fingers of one 
National Lottery player to¬ 
night when the deadline ex¬ 
pires on tiie highest unclaim¬ 
ed prize. Unless the player 
with a ticket bought in Tor: 
quay cchhesr forward by ntid- 
oight. EI4L245, plus interest, 
wffl go to the- lottery’s five- 
good causes. 

Prize-winners have 180 days 
to make themselves known to 
the organiser, CameloL Since 
the National Lottery was 
launched 18 months ago. 
£3&2million .of unclaimed 
prizes have gone to good 
causes and E22L2 million is in 
CamdofS - bank account 
awaiting daims. 

Unclaimed prizes amount 
to 1 to 2 per cent of the 
£ZJ billion paid to winners. 
Cameiot said: “It is ; terrible 
that someone could miss out 
on such a huge prize. ItnrighL 
not toe a mfllkin but it is the 
sort of .sum which could 
transform someone’s fife." 

The ticket was bought for 
the draw on September 301ast 
year, wben the numbers were 
10. IL 29. 32, 33. <40 and the 
bonus was 16. There was one 
jackpot winner, who claimed 
£9.9 million. The holder of the 
missing ticket chose five cor¬ 
rect numbers plus the bonus. 

Other prizes wafting to be 
daimed indude £104,746 
from the Redhfll area iff 
Surrey (January. 6 . draw); 
£109.892 from Liverpool (De¬ 
cember IS) .and £78,970 from 
Newport. Gwent (February 3}. 

All the jackpot winners- 
have come forward within^ 
month, aifoougfr onc kft-his 
tidert jn the pocket of Bis 
jeans,, whereitwasdiscovered. 
on wash day. A playtir imld-' 
ing a ticket worth £342,008 
waited five months. "The tick-. 
et-holderwas aware he or she 
had won but was very casual 
about ft," Cameiot said. 

Gardener 
jailed for 
assaults 

at council 
- * ByA Staff .Reporter 

A MAN wto punched three 
coundSors after .they turned 
down his planning application 
was jailed for * six months 
yesterday. .. Frederidc Ruby 
went bersCTk ovier rqection 
fiis pfens. jo convert a stable 
for his mother, who suffers , 
from rheumatoid arthritis.. 
. Duncan. Murtro-Kerr,' for 
the prosecution.1 toid~ Maid¬ 
stone Crown Court that Ruby, 
31, a landscape gardener from 
Ashford, started shouting 
when he heard the decision 
last July. He rushed towards 
the three councillors sitting in 
the fronr row. who were all in 
their 60s.- He punched Jim 
Hoad on the right side of his 
face, causing him to spin 
round in his chair. 

Harold Apps tried to shield 
himself but Ruby punched 
him about five times on the 
face. Martin Gray got up but 
Ruby managed to punch him ’ 
in the right eye. Ruby lifted a 
chair above his head but.was. 
pulled away by his father! As 
he left he smashed the annual 
council photograph. ' 

When. he was. arrested, 
Ruby had told police: "Basfcal- 
ly. 1 saw red. 7 lost my temper. 
I wafted over to three council¬ 
lors and slapped them around 
the side of foe head."-He 
admitted three charges of 
assault causing actual bodily 
harm and damaging a photo¬ 
graph frame. 
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Clarke thwarts 
Cabinet debate 
on referendum 

By Nicholas Wood and James Landale 

MP hails 

KENNETH CLARKE has 
blocked today's Cabinet meet¬ 
ing from resolving the im¬ 
passe over a referendum on a 
single currency. It is under¬ 
stood that the Chancellor has 
told John Major that he be¬ 
lieves that Malcolm Rilkind. 
the Foreign Secretary, should 
be present if ministers are to 
decide an issue of such 
magnitude. 

Mr Rifkind is accompany¬ 
ing die Queen on a state visit 
to Eastern Europe and will not 
return to Britain until after 
joining Mr Major in Turin on 
Friday for the opening of the 
inter-governmental confer¬ 
ence on the European Union. 

The Foreign Secretary has 
produced a paper on the 
implications of a referendum, 
such as collective responsi¬ 
bility and timing. Mr Clarke 
believes that he should be at 
the Cabinet table to contribute 
to the debate. It is understood 
the Foreign Office was pre¬ 
pared to field a junior minister 
if the Prime Minister had 
wanted to press ahead today. 

Mr Major, who has been 
fully occupied this week with 
the beef crisis, is understood to 
have agreed to defer a deci¬ 
sion. He initially wanted to 
announce a referendum com¬ 
mitment at the Conservative 
Central Council in Harrogate 

on Saturday. The delay means 
a decision will be postponed 
until next week or after Easter. 

Mr Clarke's insistence on a 
“serious discussion" in Cabi¬ 
net is being taken at Westmin¬ 
ster as another sign of his 
determination to press his 
case that a referendum on a 
single currency would be a 
mistake. 

Yesterday Mr Major came 
under pressure from the Toty 
party faithful to oppose a 
single European currency as 
they demanded a dear right- 
wing agenda for the next 
election. As he prepared to 
travel to Turin tomorrow, 
they expressed their hostility 
to further European integra¬ 
tion. 

In the biggest such survey. 
30,000 Tories across the coun¬ 
try last autumn demanded the 
reform of Europe’s agriculture 
and fisheries policies and a 
curb on the powers of the 
European Court of Justice. 
They called far tax and welfare 
cuts, a boost to home owner¬ 
ship, fresh support for the 
family and a return of British 
heroes such as Drake. Nelson 
and Churchill to school hist¬ 
ory lessons. 

The Prime Minister ordered 
the survey last May to give 
grassroots members the 
chance to help to shape poli¬ 

cies for the next election. Our 
Nation's Future, published 
yesterday, will be fed into the 
Downing Street Policy Unit 
and Cabinet committees 
drawing up the manifesto. 

Alihough die party faithful 
said that Britain should re¬ 
main a member of the Euro¬ 
pean Union, they opposed 
further loss of British sover¬ 
eignty. ‘There is common 
agreement that any move 
toward a ‘United States of 
Europe’ should be resisted 
fiercely and a clear view that 
no more powers should be 
transferred to Brussels." the 
report said. 

The single currency was a 
topic of serious debate in the 
constituencies. The majority of 
participants were sceptical 
about the benefits." However, 
they were divided over hold¬ 
ing a referendum. Some 
argued that one was vital to 
deride constitutional issues. 
Others said a referendum was 
not needed because there were 
no circumstances in which a 
Tory government should take 
Britain into a single currency. 

Although Dr Brian Ma- 
whinney. the party chairman, 
made clear that the survey 
was not a manifesto blueprint, 
he said that it showed the 
membership to be broadly in 
tune with the party leadership. 

By Nicholas Wood 

CHIEF POLITICAL 

CORRESPONDENT 

A PRESS watchdog yesterday 
rebuked The Sunday Times 
for its methods in the “cash 
for questions” affair last year 
that led to two Tory MPs 
being suspended from the 
Commons for two weeks. 

The Press Complaints Com¬ 
mission reversed its previous 
finding that the newspaper 
had been entitled to use 
subterfuge to test MPs' reac¬ 
tions to the offer of £1,000 for 
a Commons question. In 1994 
a reporter posed as a busi¬ 
nessman to approach 20 MPs. 
The artideihat followed led to 
the Nolan dampdown on 
M Ps’ outside earnings. 

The commission said that 
The Sunday Times did not 
first gather enough hard in¬ 
formation that an issue of 
serious public interest was at 
stake, the ground on which 
newspapers’ Code of Practice 
allows the use of subterfuge. 

Oneof the suspended MPs, 
Graham Riddick, yesterday 
claimed the new ruling vindi¬ 
cated him. He and his 
supporters on the Conserva¬ 
tive benches said they would 
be appealing to the Com¬ 
mons Standards and Privi¬ 
leges Committee to reopen its 
inquiry into the conduct of the 
Colne Valley MP. Mr Riddick 
added that the commission 
had apologised for failing to 
take evidence from him be- 
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fore reaching its original 
verdict 

But John Withe row. editor 
of The Sunday Times, reject¬ 
ed Mr Riddick's interpreta¬ 
tion of the commission's new 
findings set out in a letter 
from 'Lord Wakeham. its 
chairman, to Tony Newton, 
the Leader of the Commons. 
Mr Wrtherow said the state¬ 
ment was a fudge making 
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only tririal concessions to the 
MP and that the commission 
had also found that through 
its inquiry, the newspaper 
had "turned the spotlight on 
an area in which parliamenta¬ 
ry procedures were open to 
abuse, raising an issue of 
serious public interest". 

Mr Riddick said: "This 
adjudication exonerates my 
behaviour and restores my 

good name." He said the;' 
commission had ruled “taSt- 
The Sunday Times sbemfif^ 
have told its readers thaJrjts; 
journalist when posing as,a 
businessman, discussed a pay. 
feedy legitimate paid consul¬ 
tancy with me during two 
substantive con versa titita££ 
This proves that f did not£ 
accept cash for asking 
questions.” 

i Labour candidate 
j ordered to quit 
■ By Jill Sherman, political correspondent 

A LABOUR parliamentary 
candidate who admits having 
taken part in terrorist activity 
in South Africa has been 
ordered to step down by the 
party's ruling body. 

The National Executive 
Committee (NEC) has told 
John Lloyd, who was chosen 
by Labour to fight Exeter at 
the general election, that it will 
resand his endorsement as 
candidate if he refuses to go. 

In the early 1960s Mr Lloyd. 
now54, was a member of the . 
African Resistance ’ - Merger 
ment. which bombed targets 
Sfcch as electricity pylonsLajpd 

IN PARLIAMENT 
YESTERDAYh Iho Commons: Scottish 
qusrtons; statement on wtocatkai re¬ 
forms; Finance 80, repoO; debate on ex- 
servicemen exposed to asbestos. In-ffie 
Lords: toe case tor simptortwfegfalafcn; 
•fladbenasB at tax and benefit system In 
supporting the tarty. CM Avtatton 
(Amendment) BOL second raadtott Sea 
uat Orientation Dtscrtninatfon BfflT com¬ 
mittee; Dangerous Dogs (Amendmerfl 
B3L commiBaa. 
TODAY si the Commons: questions to 
agrtodtue mtofetera and Prime Mrtder 
France 8M; debates on the beef crisis 
and on sunon In prison, to the Lords; 
Rofioe B«. ttvrd raadtog; Housing Grants, 
Construction and Raqwwralton M, com- 
mfltoe; tax tocerthaslor the Bm rantiy. 

radio masts. He has also been 
accused of betraying John 
Hams, a fellow conspirator 
who was executed for planting 
a bomb at Johannesburg rail¬ 
way station that lolled one 
person in 1964. 

An NEC panel, which had 
been set up to look at his 
candidature in detail, agreed 
that Mr Lloyd had misled both 
the NEC and Tom Sawyer. 
Labour's general secretary. U 
concluded that “Mr Lloyd™ 
lack of openness had under- 
mtried his position. as a 
candidate."!'. 

Mr ..Lloyd said he was 
disappointed at the decision. 
He has no right of appeal. The 
local parti' executive will meet 
next Tuesday to discuss the 
selection of a new candidate. 

Relatives of Mr Harris had 
written to the NEC complain¬ 
ing about Labour's selection of 
Mr Uqyd as its candidate. Mr 
Uoyd claims that he has been 
the victim of a “personal 
vendetta" by Mr Harris's son, 
David Wolfe, who is a barris¬ 
ter in the same chambers as 
Tony Blair’s wife, Cherie. 
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Brussels confirms 

conditional aid 
From Charles Bremner in Brussels 

THE European Union con¬ 
firmed its worldwide ban on 
the export of British beef and 
its by-products yesterday but 
offered financial help for Brit¬ 
ish farmers provided that the 
Government came up with 
further measures to eradicate 
“mad cow" disease. 

Britain's two EU Commis¬ 
sioners joined the 18 other 
members of the Brussels exec¬ 
utive in ratifying The derision 
of EU national officials to 
declare a global embargo on 
any beef leaving Britain for 
human consumption, whether 
as meat or in products such as 
confectionaTy. medicine or lip¬ 
stick. Milk and other dairy 
products were not affected. No 
member state has ever been 
forced by fellow EU members 
to take such action against its 
own wishes. 

Franz Fischler, the EU farm 
commissioner, said the con¬ 
firmed ban was vital to restore 
confidence. It was fritfle to talk 
about scientific fact or evi¬ 
dence, he said. However, Herr 
Fischler added: “These mea¬ 
sures are not set in stone 
forever. They will apply until 
the necessary steps are taken 
[by Britain]." The Veterinary 
Committee which voted the 
measures an Monday would 
be convened again in six 
weeks. 

The comments, made in a 
speech to the European Parlia¬ 
ment, reflected the anger in 
the Commission and in other 
member states towards what 
is seen as five Government's 
mishandling of the emergen¬ 
cy. Herr Fischler complained 
that the Commission, which is 
responsible for managing ag¬ 
riculture in the EU, tod beat 
given only half an hour’s 
warning ahead of the an¬ 
nouncement last week in the 
House of Commons. Last 
weekend he wrote a strong 
letter of complaint to Douglas 
Hogg, the Agriculture 
Minister. 

The battle of wills pitting 
Britain against the Commis¬ 
sion and the EU’s national 
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Fischler: seeking to 
protect other states 
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farm authorities has cast a 
shadow over tomorrows one- 
day summit of EU leaders in 
Turin to launch the inter¬ 
governmental conference re¬ 
vising the Maastricht treaty. 

Under the ban. Britain must 
report every fortnight on 
progress in tackling BSE, and 
a committee would be set up 
under Professor Charles 
Weissmann, a prominent 
Swiss specialist in BSE. to 
monitor the situation. The 
Commission urged Britain to 
take further steps: officials 
said this meant that the Gov¬ 
ernment was expected to order 
the slaughter of cattle as 
quickly as possible. 

In return, the EU would 

Fanner's fury 
A French farmer whose herd 
of HO. cattle is to be slaugh¬ 
tered after one of his cows, 
was found to have BSE 
grabbed a British reporter fay 
the hair yesterday when 
asked how he feft. “Yon 
English bastard, you give my 
cows BSE then you want to 
know bow I feet” be. bel¬ 
lowed. Georges Honrman, 
who farms at Plouxadi, Brit¬ 
tany. claims that his cows 
were infected by feed import¬ 
ed from Britain. 

take action to lighten the 
financial burden on British 
producers. The Commission 
would “consider any means of 
assisting the UK m either a 
technical and/or financial way 
on the basis of a UK propos¬ 
al," it said. Farmers would 
also benefit from file EU’s 
market support mechanisms.. 
This was the first confirmation 
that British beef slaughtered 
to eradicate BSE would quali¬ 
fy for the subsidies paid 
through the common agricul¬ 
tural policy to maintain beef 
prices. 

Commission officials said 
special measures would be 
neeessaiy to transfer funds for 
compensating Britain from 
the Union's coffers. Only 
about £55 million is allocated 
for disease ..eradication and 
this has been exhausted. 

. Sir Leon Briton, one of the 
British Commissioners, won 
file agreement from the Com¬ 
mission to make available EU 
funds for compensation in 
return for approving the bah 
along with his colleagues, 
officials said. Sir Leon drafted 
the text committing the com¬ 
mission to recommending the 
use of union resources once a 
package of measures tod been 
agreed .with the British 
Government 

Herr Fischler said: “It is not 
our objective to isolate the 
United Kingdom for as long as 
possible. These are emergency 
measures that will last as long 
as necessary.” 

Herr RsdUer said-five chief 
aim at the moment was to 
prevent a market collapse in 
other member states. Controls , 
would be strictly . enforced, 
although this would not go as 
far as confiscating lipsticks 
from travellers crossing the 
Channel. Commission offici¬ 
als would visit the UK to 7 
inspect, the eradication pro¬ 
gramme. he continued. The • 
ban would be maintained as 
long as a threat remained. 
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Dorothy Churchill and her son Stephen, who died from Creutzfelcft-Jakob disease 

Victim’s family demand 
an apology from Dorrell 
By Michael Hornsby 

AGRICULTURE 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE family of Stephen Chur¬ 
chill, wbo died last year from 
a brain condition since linked 
to “mad cow" disease, have 
written to file Health Secre¬ 
tary to express their shock at 
remarks he made in a radio 
programme. 

Dorothy and David Chur¬ 
chill Stephen'S parents, and 
his.'sister Helen, 2L told 
Stephen Dorrell: “ft iswithan . 
overpowering sense of disgust 
that, we are forced to write to 
you regarding your offensive 
remarks made pubfidy. Hut 
you should have, tire effron¬ 
tery to query that the British 
public, are going mad. rather 
than the cows, must rate as 
your most crass statement 
ever. We demand a public 

apology for fire offence caused 
and reiterate our calls for a 
public and independent in¬ 
quiry into these matters.” 

Mr Dorrell made the re¬ 
marks during an appearance 
on Call Nick Ross on BBC 
Radio 4 on Tuesday, in re¬ 
sponse to a barrage of criti- 
tism from callers, many of 
them mothers of young 
children. - 

He said: “I agree with The 
Sun this morning which says 
it isn’t the cows mat are mad, 
it's the people. What the 
people have to do, what all of 
os have to do, is . step back 
from the hysteria and believe - 

‘the facts." 
Mrs Churchill, from 

Devizes, Wiltshire, said yes¬ 
terday: “Words failed me 

when I heard that We were 
all deeply shocked by it, as 
were all of our friends and 
neighbours. ” 

A statement issued last 
night by the Department of 
Health said: “Mr Darrell has 
great sympathy for Stephen 
ChurduD's parents. He was 
replying to a query about the 
Sun editorial and making the 
point that he agreed with The 
Sun that public hysteria about 
fiie possible link between BSE 
and CJD was out of all 
proportion to the ride and the 
scientific evidence.” 

Stephen Churchill died on 
May 2t last year, a month 
after his nineteenth birthday. 
Scientists have since identi¬ 
fied him as one of ten victims 
of a new strain of Creiitzfeldt- 
Jakob disease likely to have 
been caused by eating meat 
infected with BSE. 

MAD COW DISEASE 9 

Ministers face 
questions from 
all sides over 
BSE policy 

By Arthur Leathley 

POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

MINISTERS and their advis¬ 
ers faced four hours of ques¬ 
tioning from MFs yesterday 
on the background and impli¬ 
cations of the BSE scare. 

The Commons Agriculture 
and Health Select Committees 
oiled Stephen Dorrell. the 
Health Secretary, and Doug¬ 
las Hogg, the Agriculture 
Minister, to give details of 
government policy. Also 
among the witnesses were 
Keith Meldrum, the Grief 
Veterinary Officer, and Pro¬ 
fessor John Pattison, chair¬ 
man of Seac, the BSE advisory 
committee. The following are 
some of the exchanges. 

At the start Mr Dorrell 
said: “Yesterday the argument 
moved on. The best available 
evidence demonstrates that 
British beef and beef products 
can be safely eaten both here 
and around the world. The 
issue is no longer a question of 
the safety of British beef. Hie 
question now is a matter of 
consumer confidence:" 

Edward Leigh. Tory MP 
and a member of the agricul¬ 
ture committee: “We are faced 
with a crisis of confidence in a 
great British industry. What 
policy options is the Govern¬ 
ment considering? What is the 
cost and what is file purpose of 
such policies? We have had 
various proposals, not least 
what seems to be a very sens¬ 
ible one of dairy cows coming 
to die end of their Lives being 
bought by the Government" 

Mr Hogg: “There is no 
recommendation from Seac 
for any kind of polity which 
involves slaughter. Seac 
haven’t recommended that we 
take out of the human food 
chain the older cow. 

“The core of National Farrar 
ers’ Union proposals is that 
30-mnnth-dd cows should not 
enter the food chain. Seac has 
considered the question of the 
older cow and recommended 
that... the older cow can be 
sold into the food chain but in 
a deboned state. That is where 

the scientific evidence and 
recommendations rests.” 

Sir Jerry WiggLn, Tory 
chairman of the agriculture 
committee, asked Professor 
Pattison: “Would you not 
agree that the likelihood of 
BSE-infected food appearing 
m the dinner plate is as near 
zero as is humanly possible?" 
Professor Pattison: “I believe 
that is now the case." 

David Congdon, Tory 
member of the health commit¬ 
tee: “Cant anyone make some 
sort of assessment as to what 
‘extremely low* [risk] is? Is it 
arte in a million, one in ten 
million?" Professor Pattison: 
“Everyone in the land would 
be grateful if we could put a 
figure of one in 100 million cm 
it If you have a small risk it 
can actually multiply up to-a 
large number of cases ... if 
everyone in the country ate an 
average amount of beef you 
might not get one case." 

John Marshall Tory mem¬ 
ber of the health committee: 
“Is there not a danger of a 
British industry being sold 
dawn the river fay individuals 
who pretend there is a prob¬ 
lem in Britain and no problem 
anywhere else in the world?" 
Keith Metdram: “The extent 
to which there is under-report¬ 
ing is haid to determine. It is 
fair to say that file problem in 
the UK is significantly greater 
than in other countries." 

Dale Campbell-Savours, 
labour member of the agricul¬ 
ture committee, referred to 
withdrawal of public money 
from a scientist researching 
BSE: “There has been an 
effective attempt to undermine 
work that was being done, 
because it didn't suit minis¬ 
ters." Mr Dorrell: “It is a 
grotesque misreprentation of 
the Government's position to 
suggest that the Department 
of Health should not be 
interested in pursuing any 
course that is going to deliver 
better understanding of a 
threat to human health." 
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Pre-eminence of A levels has led to expansion beyond the purpose for which they were created 

Vocational study 
could ease plight 

of disaffected 

Dealing calls for 
tougher exams to 
stretch high flyers 

By John O'Leary 
EDUCATION EDITOR 

HIGH-FLYING students will 
be encouraged to take 
revitalised S levels, or even 
parts of university courses, 
under Sir Ron Dealing'S plans 
to stretch sixth-formers. 

Sir Ron's Review of Qualifi¬ 
cations far lb to 19-year-olds 
calls for A levels to be made 
more difficult in a range of 
subjects, including English 
and business studies. Inde¬ 
pendent research had shown 
standards were uneven and 
“levelling up” should take 
place over a five-year period. 

Examination boards will be 
required to monitor standards 
over time. Restrictions will be 
placed on the development of 
modular A levels, which have 
shown significantly higher 
pass rates than traditional 
examination-based courses. 

Those who still find A level 
pitched below their natural 
ability will be offered Special 
Papers (S levels) or units from 
degree courses. S levels have 
been in decline for many years 
because thqy do not count 
towards university entrance. 

Sir Ron proposes that re¬ 
vamped Special Papers should 
be based on A-level syllabuses, 
testing students to a higher 
standard. An alternative 
would be to set high Dyers 
extended assignments, requir¬ 
ing research or in-depth explo¬ 
ration of a topic. 

Gillian Shephard, the Edu¬ 
cation and Employment Sec¬ 

retary, asked Sir Ron to en¬ 
sure that the rigour of A levels 
was maintained when she 
commissioned his inquiry al¬ 
most a year ago. His report 
says that changes within sub¬ 
jects and a shortage of archive 
material make it difficult to 
pronounce accurately on 
claims that standards have 
been slipping in recent years. 

He says that, as the Govern¬ 
ment's academic “gold stan¬ 
dard”, A levels have stood the 
test of time. But the examina¬ 
tion was established 45 years 
ago to select an elite for higher 
education, and too many stu¬ 
dents not suited to academic 
study were now starting 
courses and dropping out 

"The historic pre-eminence 
of A levels has led to their 
expansion beyond the purpose 
for which they were created," 
his report says. The new 
examinations structure should 
encourage many students to 
take applied or vocational 
courses instead. 

Sir Ron sees the prolifera¬ 
tion of A-level syllabuses as a 
possible threat to standards, 
as schools switch between 
examination boards to find the 
easiest. Derisions for schools 
and colleges to change boards 
should be taken by heads and 
principals under formal proce¬ 
dures and regulatory bodies 
should encourage a reduction 
in the number of syllabuses. 

Students taking modular 

NEARLY 200 recommenda¬ 
tions are made in Sir Rim 
Dealing’s report including: 
P A national framework for 
all qualifications of four lev¬ 
els: entry, foundation, inter¬ 
mediate and advanced. 

1 □ Renaming the advanced 
i GNVQ the “applied A level”. 

P Making the applied A level 
1 the same size as a single A 
1 level (currently advanced 

GNVQs take the curriculum 
i time of two A levels). 

P Higher standards required 
in some A levels, including 

I English and ait 
J □ An Advanced Subsidiary 
^ (AS) examination to replace 
1 the present AS level, based on 
1 the first half of an A-level 
s syllabus, to encourage four or 

five choices at 16 rather than 
5 three foil A levels. 
. PA new range of qualifica- 

(ions for low-achievers at en- 
| try level, below a GCSE 
*■ grade G. 
' □ The chance for study ses- 
( sions at further education 
( colleges or in the workplace 
1 for underachievers at 14. 

□ Opportunities for high 
achievers to take units of 
university courses while still 
at school or college. 
□ Encouragement for high 
achievers to take Special level 
papers and a possible course 
in the theory of knowledge. 
PA National Advanced Di¬ 
ploma to recognise high 
achievement 
P Emphasis on the key skills 
of communication, numeracy 
and Information technology 
as part of the new National 
Certificates and Diplomas. 
P Improvements to course 
and careers guidance. 
□ Relaunch Youth Training 
as a system of National 
Traineeships. 
□ Revision and relaunch of 
individual National Records 
of Achievement for students 
to use to record all then- 
achievements and plan future 
learning. 
P Improvements to the as¬ 
sessment and rigour of 
GNVQs. 
P Review of training for 
teachers of 16 to 19-year-olds. 

We conduct patient research into 

Will you support us? 
The Royal College of Physicians sets the standards 
and controls the quality of medical practice in hospitals 
throughout England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Research plays a vital part in this work. Not laboratory 
research - but research that evaluates the most effective 
ways of caring for patients, 

□ Such as how to maximize the quality of ' 
life for those sick with cancer. 

□ Or how best to provide sensitive long 
term care for the elderly 

□ Or what guidelines should be laid down 
for the best management of asthma. 

Funding this never ending programme is a real problem. 
"We rely on the donations, gifts and legacies of 
generous supporters to augment our independent 
income. Only in this way can we continue to seek out 
new and better methods of caring for patients in hospitaL 

WiR you kelp us to improve the care of patients by 

making a contribution to one of our research projects? 

We will gladly send you details. 

Write to the Appeal Director 
or Telephone 0171 935 1174. 

MttMM'Appeal Fund 
SOW C0UJE6E Of PHYSICIANS 

11 3 Andwwi Ptac*. London NW1 <UE 
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courses, who are able to 
improve their grades by re¬ 
sitting examinations, should 
be limited in the number of 
times they can retake units. 
Final examinations should ac¬ 
count for a minimum of 30 per 
cent of the marks. 

In the future, traditional 
and modular A levels could be 
unified, with “final” exams 
covering the whole of a two- 
year course. 

Sir Ron acknowledged that 
particular concerns have been 
raised about the drop in 
mathematics and science en¬ 
tries at A level. Academics 
have complained that A-level 
mathematics now leaves out 
so many "difficult” topics that 
they have to give many new 
undergraduates remedial 
lessons. 

The report recommends 
new GCSE additional mathe¬ 
matics courses to narrow the 
gap to A level. Government 
regulatory bodies should con¬ 
sult examining boards about 
enlarging the mandatory core 
of both science and mathemat¬ 
ics A levels, so that more topics 
would be covered by every 
student 

Education, page 17 
Leading article, page 21 A-level students at work yesterday at Tiffin girls’ school in Kingston upon Thames 

By Pavid Charter 
EDUCATION CORRESPONDENT 

THOUSANDS of teenagers 
failing to achieve the lowest 
level of academic success at 
school should try vocational 
study in a college or the 
workplace, yesterday* report 
recommended. 

Sir Ron Dealing, who left 
school at 16 with few qualifica¬ 
tions. has been particularly 
struck by the plight of the 
thousands who leave school 
unqualified and disaffected 
every year. He said school 
should remain the centre of 
education up to the age of lb 
but from 14 the disenchanted 
and other low achievers 
should have regular sessions 
in different environments to 
see if they can be motivated. 

Sir Ron said it was a matter 
of national concern that more 
than 40,00016-year-olds, S per 
cent of the year group, leave 
school every year without the 
lowest academic qualification 
to their name, a grade G at 
GCSE. In 1994, nearly S0.000 
in English and 90,000 in 
mathematics did not get a 
grade G. the level expected of 
the average II-year-old. 

His proposed new structure 
of National Levels embracing 
all qualifications represents 
the three existing tiers but 
adds a foothold for those not 
recording any success. Sir Ron 

rejected extending the GCSE 
ladder below grade G (to H. I,, 
etc) and is instead calling on 
schools and colleges to develpp- 
a range of Entry-level qualifi¬ 
cations, aimed lower than 
anything on offer at present - 

Sir Ron said: “Some 20 per 
cent of our young people da 
not achieve a qualification in 
both the core subjects of Eng¬ 
lish and mathematics, ami 
that clouds their whole future. 
To encourage, motivate and 
recognise the achievement of 
such young people must be'a 
major abjective." 

The priority for Entry level, 
would be to recognise commu¬ 
nication. numeracy and infor¬ 
mation technology. Scales 
used to assess ll-year-olds 
could form the basis of Entry- 
level criteria. 

Sir Ron added that teen¬ 
agers who play truant or have 
lost interest in school may 
respond to the “more adult 
environment" of a further 
education college. He wants 
schools to link with colleges to 
create education programmes 
for low achievers. 

The Association for Colleges 
welcomed the report and said 
its members would work with 
schools, provided disenchant¬ 
ed teenagers were not “dump¬ 
ed" on them. 

Tm confident 
they’re the lowest 
prices around.” 
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Candidates and employers welcome reforms and say courses fail to prepare students for A levels 

Sixth-form 
pupils say 
GCSEs are 

- \ 

mi 

f*g: 

*5 

too easy 
Bv Da\ id Charter 

STUDENTS criticised GCSEs 
as too easy in a survey of lb to 
19-year-olds conducted for Sir 
Ron Dearing's review. It also 
showed ihar many A-level 
students would prefer continu¬ 
ous assessment, rather than 
all examinations coming at the 
end of their courses. 

There has been little accep¬ 
tance of advanced GNVQs by 
pupils aiming for university, 
and many doubled the rele¬ 
vance of A levels for later life. 

The GCSE, which replaced 
O levels in 1986. was responsi¬ 
ble for some students drop¬ 
ping out of A levels because 
GCSEs had not prepared 
them adequately. Overall, 85’ 
per cent of A-level students 
described their courses as 
“much harder" than GCSEs. 

One university' studenr 
commented: “At GCSE you 
don’t have to do very much at 
all. You can spend the best 
part of 18 months just sitting in 
lessons talking to people and 
writing down whatever is put 
in front of you." Other stu- 

STUDENT VIEW. 
□ Jane de Swell, head of 
Henrietta Barnett School, 
north London: 

denis criticised the lack of 
depth in the combined science 
GCSE. which merges physics, 
chemistry and biology into a 
“double award" qualification. 
They said that those planning 
to take science A levels should 
be advised to take separate 
subjects at GCSE and called 
for an increase in the coverage 
and depth of all GCSEs. 

A-level students were criti¬ 
cal of the system in which all 
examinations came at the end 
of their courses. They and 
GNVQ students favoured a 
modular structure in which 
different sections of courses 
are assessed at regular inter¬ 
vals by testing or coursework. 

Another drawback with A 
levels was felt to be the way in 
which they restricted the 
choice of university courses. 
Their narrow focus could also 
mean a difficult transition to- 
new subjects at degree level. 

These points were particu¬ 
larly emphasised by high 
achievers. One typical com- 

□ Tony Webb. Confederation 
of British Industry director of 
education and training: 

G Kate Oreblgann, the Marks 
A Spencer manager of 
recruitment: 

□ Jon Ashworth, London 
School of Economics Vice- 
Chancellor 

“I welcome the reforms, 
particularly the horizontal AS 
levels with an exam at the end 
of year 12. Doing lour sub¬ 
jects, which the students are 
not forced to continue, Is a 
great opportunity for breadth 
and a strong motivating fac¬ 
tor. But It Is the S levels? have 
reservations about; they are 
very demanding and If they 
require additional teaching ft 
might be Impossible to find 
staff. My budget certainly 
wouldn’t allow that” 

“The opening of the range of 
options for students is particu¬ 
larly welcome and will increase 
the likelihood of making stu¬ 
dents attractive to employers. 
Sir Ron Dealing is saying that 
there are a variety of education 
customers out mere, all with 
their individual needs and fac¬ 
ing different challenges. These 
proposals enable them to take 
up new options, while the rest 
can continue as before. That is 
a welcome change to the 
system.” 

“Widening the choice of sub¬ 
jects and relating them more 
to the world outside academia to the world outside academia 
Is a good thing. Teamwork is 
important and students prac¬ 
tise It at GCSE level and at 
university. So tar A levels 
have been an anomaly In the 
middle. The changes pro¬ 
posed would seem to address 
some of that But while 
S levels might be suitable to 
some, there is more to gain 
from a university education 
than academic knowledge.” 

mem was: “The A-level curric¬ 
ulum is not broad enough in 
that it is good to stretch 
students and it is also good to 
provide students with a range 
of non-curriculum activities." 
Seventeen per cent of the A- 
level students questioned said 
they would have liked a great¬ 
er number of subjects but in 
less detail. 

The survey also showed that 
the introduction of advanced 
GNVQs as a means of entry to 

some universities has had 
limited impact. One third of 
GNVQ candidates were aim¬ 
ing for university, compared 
with 82 per cent of A-level 
students. Four fifths of A-level 
students surveyed had five or 
more A to C grades at GCSE, 
compared with one third of 
GNVQ students. 

Four out of ten A-level 
students said that they would 
recommend their course 
because it was interesting. 

compared with 33 per cent of 
GNVQ candidates. GNVQ 
students were much more 
likely than A-level students to 
have had work experience 
included in their course. 

All students agreed that 
“core skills” were useful, plac¬ 
ing communication top, fol¬ 
lowed by teamwork and 
"skills for work”. Only one in 
five saw foreign languages as 
a worthwhile skill. 

The survey covered more 

than 150 schools and colleges 
in England, Wales and Nonh¬ 
em Ireland. It also showed 
that students were nearly 
three times as likely to find 
their choice of course restrict¬ 
ed in small sixth forms or 
colleges than they were at 
bigger institutions. More than 
half of all A-levei and GNVQ 
students said their choice of 
course was influenced by a 
careers officer or teacher, rath¬ 
er than by friends or family. 
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and seedlings. 
150 litre bale. 
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pedestal, WC pan, cistern and 
gold effect bath and basin 

taps and fittings. m i 
£249 

Gainsborough Style 
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Revolution may 
fail to smash 
class barriers 

“I took two S levels myself so I 
must be in favour of them. I 
thoroughly enjoyed them and 
they were very useful when I 
started university. But one 
mustn't forget that universities 
are very different from schools. 
I see no reason in principle why 
applied A levels shouldn't be 
good enough to go on to 
university. It all depends on the 
nature of the university course. 
Some institutions will be very 
interested in this, particularly 
the technological universities." 

SIR RON DEARING pro¬ 
duced a blueprint yesterday 
for a revolution in qualifica¬ 
tions after the age of 16. His 
200 recommendations cover 
everything from spirituality 
in the sixth form to raising the 
status of vocational courses, 
toughening up A levels and 
attracting more teenagers to 
science. 

The Government's chief 
curriculum adviser started 
from the premise that young 
people in Britain were study¬ 
ing loo narrowly and achiev¬ 
ing loo little. His eight- 
volume report ranges far 
beyond the familiar territory 
of the traditional sixth farm 
Into training and even courses 
for disaffected pupils. 

By creating a single frame¬ 
work covering both academic 
and vocational courses. Sir 
Ron hopes to raise standards 
and unlock potential among 
those ill-served by existing 
programmes. 

Sir Ron was asked to 
square the circle of maintain¬ 
ing the “gold standard" of 
A levels while encouraging 
greater breadth of study after 
16 and further developing 
vocational qualifications. Sea¬ 
soned Dearing-walchere will 
recognise some of the tech¬ 
niques he has used to carry off 
the trick. 

Government and Opposi¬ 
tion support most of the 
recommendations. Teachers' 
organisations and business 
leaders were also largely sup¬ 
portive yesterday. 

There is something in the 
report for all of them: tougher 
A levels and a revival of the 
S level for critics of standards, 
a more prestigious name and 
a single framework of qualifi¬ 
cations for the vocational 
courses lobby, reformed AS 
levels and an all-embracing 
National Advanced Diploma 
for those most concerned 
about breadth of study. But 
some will see contradictions. 

The new Applied A levels 
(hitherto General National 

COMMENTARY 

Vocational Qualifications), 
far example, will not follow 
the same rules as the academ¬ 
ic variety, where coursework 
is limited and there are re¬ 
strictions on modular courses. 
Although a new points system 
should'give them equal cur¬ 
rency for university entrance, 
admissions tutors will not 
necessarily agree. 

Nor is the report certain to 
prevent the early special¬ 
isation that most experts con¬ 
sider a damaging feature of 
the present system. Sir Ron 
moved away 'from his initial 
plan to require sixth-formers 
to take courses in more than 
one area, leaving students to 
decide for themselves. 

Students will be able to 
keep their options open by 
taking up to five one-year AS 
levels, including one devoted 
to “key skills" such as commu¬ 
nication and teamwork, but 
three A levels are likely to 
remain the passport to a top 
university. 

Those who see the value of 
broader study will mix and 
match courses from different 
academic disciplines with vo¬ 
cational programmes, gain¬ 
ing credit for all of them. But 
many head teachers believe 
that only compulsion will' 
prevent the opening of a new1 
divide, in which obviously; 
academic sixth-formers ig-' 
none the opportunities provid-' 
ed by Sir Ron. 

The report goes further 
than before to break down the 
barriers between academic 
and vocational study. Sir Ron 
also takes on the reluctance to 
study mathematics and sci¬ 
ence, but he finds few simple 
answers other than to make 
arts A levels more difficult. 
Both traits are deeply en¬ 
grained in the national psyche 
and will take more than one 
report to overcome. 

John O’Leary 

DIFFICULTY OF A-LEVEL SUBJECTS 
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Home economics 
Design technology 
Classical studies 
Communications 
English 
Business studies 
Computer studies 
Religious studies 
Geography 
Music 

'-Mathematics 

Coutts & Co 
Interest Rates effective from 

28th March, 1996 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS gross gross 
interest compounded 
rate p-a. annual rate 

Three Mouth Reserve Account 
£50,000+ 5.00% 5.09% 
£25,000-149,999 4.25% 4J1% 
£10,000-£24,999 4.00% 4.06% 

I Current Account with Cash Management Option 

£100,000+ 4-00% 4-06% 
£50,000-£99.999 3.75% 3.80% 
£20,000-149,999 3.00% 3.03% 
£5,000-119,999 2.50% 2.52% 

I Reserve Account for Private Clients 
£100,000+ 4.00% 4.06% 
£50,000-£99,999 3.75% 3.80% 
£20.000-£49,999 3.00% 3.03% 
£5,000-£I 9,999 2.50% 2.52% 

TESSA 6.25% 6-39% ~ 
Charity TESSA 5-625% 5.74% 

We are able ro place sterling and currency with 

the Money Markets. Rates are subject to daily 

variation. Further details may be obtained from 

any Courts &. Co office. 

* interest is paid quarterly after deducting income tax at 

the prescribed rate, subject to status for tax purposes. 
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Secessionist gunmen defy US justice as FBI closes in 
. _ ... . . _rivanh!>v had considered starting a 
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Host s in on ranch 

Schweitzer prominent 
in militia movement 

From Quentin Letts „■ 
IN NEW YORK 

DAWN on the high, snow-touched 
plains of Montana yesterday found 
100 FBI agents crouched in surveil¬ 
lance positions outside a remote 
ranch. Inside the compound were 
an estimated 20 members of the 
“Freemen", a heavily armed militia 
group which does not accept the 
legitimacy of the,United Stares and 
has refused to surrender to police. 

Hie stakeout entered its third day 

after the arrest on Monday of the 
militia's two leaders. In a federal 
courthouse in the nearest dty, 
Billings, the men. LeRoy Schweitzer 
and Daniel Petersen Jnr. shouted 
insults and demanded that they be 
tried in their own self-styled “coun¬ 
try” of “Justus Township". 

For the FBI agents at the 960-acre 
ranch in Garfield County, mean¬ 
while. came chilling rumours that 
militia groups from other parts of 
the United States may be heading 
towards Montana, like stampeding 

bison, to “monitor the siege and 
“ensure” there is no repeat of die 
violence that ended the six-week 
Stand-off at the Branch Davidian 
compound in Waco, Texas, in 1993. 

Federal officials are anxious to 
prevent violence and Sherry 
Matteucd, a lawyer, made a tele¬ 
vised appeal to militia members, 
who are said to include women and 
children. “We intend you no harm," 
she said. “Our goal is for you to 
come in peacefully." 

The police prevented access to the 

Freemen’s ranch, which is about 20 
miles from the of Jordan 
{population: 450), and aircraft were 
forbidden to fly over the area. Until 
November the farm was owned by 
two brothers who belonged to the 
militia. Ralph and Emmen Clark, 
but they lost it to a bank. The new 
owners want to move in to start 
spring planting. Their complaints 
finally forced the police to take 
action. 

So threatened by the Freemen 
have Jordan villagers been feeling 

that they had considered starting a 
vigilante group to "get trained, get 
arms and go in and do if. according 
io Tom Stanton. 59. who owns a 
neighbouring plot of land. Report¬ 
ers who tried to approach Justus 
Township were abused. A roiisn 
reporter said he was shor at. and an 
ABC television crew was relieved oi 
$66,000 (£42,000) in equipment. 

Louanne Biggerstaff, a local 
woman who knew LeRoy Schweit¬ 
zer at school, recalled a boy who 
even then showed “a lot of inspire- 

British hitch-hiker 
tells murder trial 
of battle to escape 

tional leadership qualities”. Mr 
Schweitzer is a prominent figure in 
the militia movement and "pil- 
grims" have been known to travel 
across the United States to see him. 
He and other Freemen are accused 
of fraud and of advocating violence 
far political ends. 

The name of Justus spells out the 
desire of the Freemen to create their 
own rules and codes of behaviour. 
In place of modem .American law. 
they recognise parts of common 
law. the Bible and Magna Carta. 
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From Roger Maynard in Sydney 

A BRITON described yester¬ 
day how he dodged bullets 
and ran for his life when an 
Australian roadworker ac¬ 
cused of killing seven tourists 
opened fire. He escaped only 
after struggling from the 
grasp of the alleged murderer 
and throwing himself in front 
of a passing vehicle. 

Paul Onions. 29. is the only 
known survivor of the man 
accused of carrying out the 
"backpacker murders". He 
told the Supreme Court in 
Sydney that he was hitch¬ 
hiking alone six years ago 
when Ivan Milat picked him 
up near the entrance to the 
Belangio State Forest, where 
the remains of his seven 

' alleged victims were found, 
Mr Onions, from Willen- 

hail. West Midlands, said he 
found himself staring in disbe¬ 
lief when Mr Milat pulled out 
a gun. “The main thing I 
remember was the copper tips 
of the bullets in the chamber, 
so I knew it was real. The gun 
was pointing straight ar me. I 
could feel my voice shaking. I 
couldn’t beUeve it. I said. 
’Calm down, what's the prob¬ 
lem?' He said. This is a 
robbery.'" 

Mr Onions said the driver 
then produced a rope. “That 
scared me more than the gun." 

Mr Onions leapt out of the 
vehicle and started to run as 
Mr Milat shouted that he 
would shoot "1 heard the gun 
go off and T started dodging 
and weaving." 

His attacker pursued him. 
Mr Onions said, wrestling 
him to the ground on the 
centra] reservation of the mo¬ 
torway as cars drove past. 
Some motorists slowed down, 
before accelerating away. "I 
was just about to give up. He 
was holding on to my shirt 
and I tried to free myself. I 
thought this is my last chance. 
I’ve got to get away now.” 

Mr Onions said he strug¬ 
gled free and threw himself in 
front of a van. forcing it to 
stop. He opened the door and 
jumped in. telling the fright¬ 
ened woman driver. “This 
man has got a gun." She drove 
him to a nearby police station. 

Mr Onions said he remem¬ 
bered his attacker had a 
moustache, of the style made 
famous by the former Austra¬ 
lian Test cricketer Merv 
Hughes, “dark squinty eyes" 
and a stupid grin. Asked by 
the prosecution if the man was 
in court. Mr Onions turned 
and motioned at the defen¬ 
dant, sitting a few feet away. 

It emerged yesterday mat 
detectives had waited five 
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Onions: threw himself 
in front of passing van 

Milat: accused of killing 
seven backpackers 

months before fallowing up a 
telephone call Mr Onions, an 
engineer, had made to New 
South Wales police in Novem¬ 
ber 1993. He had telephoned 
them from England after the 
discovery of the bodies of two 
young British women and 
wanted to remind police of his 
encounter. It was not until 
April 1994 that an officer 
contacted him. A few weeks 
later Mr Onions was flown to 
Sydney where he identified 
Mr Milat from a videotape. 

Mr Milat. 51. has denial the 
murder of the seven hitch¬ 
hikers, including Joanne Wal¬ 
ters. of Maesteg. and Caroline 
Clarke, of Surrey. All had 
been killed with a gun or 
knife. Mr Milat also denies 
kidnapping Mr Onions. 

Earlier, Mr MMat’s sister- 
in-law had admitted in court 
that she altered the date on a 
photograph to the weekend 
the two British women disap¬ 
peared. The picture of Mr 
Milat on a camping holiday 
was originally dated Easter 
1991. but Carolynne Milat 
changed the date to Easter 
1992. 

She denied she had altered 
the date after her brother-in- 
law was arrested. “Did you do | 
it to provide an alibi for him?" 
Mark Tedeschi. for the prose- I 
cution. asked. "Definitely : 
not," she replied. Mrs Milat, 
who is married to one of the 
defendant’s brothers, William, 
claimed it was a mistake. 

Mrs Milat told the court 
that her brother-in-law had 
been at a family gathering at 
his mother's house on Boxing 
Day 1991 when another two of 
his alleged victims, Anja 
Habschied and Gabor Neuge- 
bauer, were last seen alive. 

She said she remembered 
Ivan urging one of the child¬ 
ren to fire a water pistol at her 
when she arrived at the front 
door. Mrs Milat said her 
husband and other members 
of the family were also there. 

As the witness left the court, 
a man accompanying her 
kicked and punched a news¬ 
paper photographer. 

The case continues. 
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Goya’s Third of May, 1808, in which the painter depicted the execution of royalist rebels in Madrid during the Napoleonic wars in Spain 

Spain’s year of Goya to be given a royal send-off 
From Edward Owen 

IN MADRID 

KING JUAN CARLOS and Queen 
Sofia of Spain will open the Goya 
exhibition at Madrid’s Prado art- 
museum today at the start of national 
celebrations to mark the 250th anni¬ 
versary of the Spolish painter’s birth. 
The Spanish ministries responsible 

for culture and tourism have formed a 
state company, Goya 96. to promote 
the anniversary. 

More than £3 million will be spent 
on 16 exhibitions, five congresses, a 
film, a ballet a play and an opera, all 
dedicated to aspects of Goya's life. The 
federal bank, Argentaria, is sponsor¬ 
ing the events. Tickets to the Prado 
exhibition, which wfll last until June 2. 

cost 1,000 pesetas (£5). Until recently it 
was difficult to obtain tickets for 
important cultural events in Spain, so 
a new telephone reservation and credit 
card payment service has been widely 
welcomed. So far, 4.000 tickets have 
been sold. 

Several luxury hotels are offering a 
package with goyesco entertainments, 
such as dining in one of old Madrid's 

■mesones, where the painter enjoyed 
Castilian roast baby iamb and suck¬ 
ling pig, or attending a goyesca 
corrida, a traditional-style bufiffght. 
spectacle frequently portrayed by 
Goya. 

The Prado's Goya collection has 
•been supplemented by 30 works from 
aiound the world, many returning to 
Spain for the first time. 

Presidents vow to 
help each other 

FRom Martin Fletcher in Washington 

Nixon tapes reveal dirty tricks 

PRESIDENT -C1 inton and 
President Yeltsin agreed earli¬ 
er this month to give each 
other political support before 
the approaching American 
and Russian presidential 
elections. 

Mr Clinton told Mr Yeltsin 
he “wanted to make sure that 
everything the United States 
did would have a positive 
impact and nothing should 
have a negative impact", ac¬ 
cording to a classified account 
of their meeting at the recent 
anti-terrorism summit in 
Egypt leaked to yesterday’s 
Washington Times. 

“The main thing is that the 
two sides not do anything that 
would harm the other." Mr 
Clinton told Mr Yeltsin. 
“Things could come up be¬ 
tween now and the elections in 
Russia or the United States 
which could cause conflicts." 

The White House acknowl¬ 
edged the quotes were accu¬ 
rate but questioned their 
interpretation. 

On a lighter note, Mr 
Yeltsin proposed providing 

Warren Christopher, the US 
Secretary of State, with a 
“young attractive instructress" 
to teach him Russian. Mr 
Clinton agreed that such a 
move would certainly change 
Mr Christopher's image. 

Meanwhile in Washington, 
Ross Perot and Pat Buchanan 
continued to plague Bob Dole 
after he claimed the Republi¬ 
can presidential nomination 
following an overwhelming 
victory in the California 
primary. 

Mr Perot embarked on a 
national speaking tour to pro¬ 
mote his new Reform Party, 
which threatens to split the 
anti-Clinton vote and ensure 
the President's re-election. 

Mr Buchanan today meets 
nearly 50 top supporters at his 
home in the wealthy Washing¬ 
ton suburb of McLean to 
compile a list of demands 
dubbed the "McLean Mani¬ 
festo". He has left open the 
possibility of running as an 
independent and further frag¬ 
menting the Republican vote if 
these demands are ignored. 

FROM Ian Brodie 

IN WASHINGTON 

MORE than 3.000 hours of 
Richard Nixon’s secretly re¬ 
corded tapes, covering White 
House dirty tricks and his 
historic dealings with China 
and the Soviet Union, will be 

released under an agreement 
between the Justice Depart¬ 
ment. the National Archives 
and his executors. 

The tapes represent a trea¬ 
sure trove for historians in 
search of a greater under¬ 
standing of Nixon's ability to 
establish detente with Mos¬ 
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cow and an opening to Peking 
while also conducting high 
crimes against. Ids. political 
foes. The first 200 hours of the 
recordings will focus on the 
web of illegal acts connected 
with the Watergate scandal, 
including misuse of the FBI 
and the CIA. 
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Satirists leap on Dole’s 
third party rhetoric 

From Ian Brodie in Washington 

AT his party in Washington to rett Browning love thee? Let 
celebrate clinching the Repub- Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
lican presidential nomination, count the ways." 
Bob Dole declared that the Then there is: “John Lennon 
battle for America's future had is the walrus." 

*B81td •’"nia,8n‘ «. of aff-ptah .all,. Wig. rBdu[es uhen ta„, 
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begun, adding: "That’S where 
Bob Dole will lead us." 

Mark it up as another 
example of Mr Dole's Third 
Person speak — a recurring 
idiosyncrasy. He often sums 
up his stump speeches with 
the remark: “That's what Bob 
Dole is all about” 

Pat Buchanan has also fall¬ 
en into Third Personspeak. 
which is becoming a rich vein 
for mimicry and ridicule. 

National Public Radio chal¬ 
lenged listeners to furnish 
quotations where similar self¬ 
references would have ruined 
the whole effect 

A few of the early favourites: 
“Frankly, ray dear, Rhett But¬ 
ler doesn't give a damn." 

“How does Elizabeth Bar¬ 

rett Browning love thee? Let 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
count the ways." 

Then there is: “John Lennon 
is the walrus." 

From Moby Dick: "Call 
Ishmael, Ishmael.” 

Then there were: "Winston 
Churchill has nothing to offer 
but blood, toil, tears and 
sweat” 

“That's one small step for 
Neil Armstrong, one giant 
leap for mankind.” 

From A Tale of Two Cities: 
“It is a far, far better thing that 
Sydney Carton does than Syd¬ 
ney Carton has ever dime.” 

And: "Claudius. Claudius.” 
Richard Nixon was the first 

modem exponent of political 
Third Personspeak. After los¬ 
ing the 1962 California gover¬ 
nor's race, he told reporters, 
wrongly as it turned our. “You 
wont have Nixon to kick 
around any more.” 
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Farm crisis drives 
Britain towards 
European fold 

A WEEK of Europe-wide con¬ 
vulsions over "mad tow dis¬ 
ease" has cast a 

Prom Charles Bremner in Brussels 

harsh new 
light on tomorrow's European 
Union summit in Turin, an 
event intended to set a serene 
tone for the Maastricht review 
conference. 

The BSE crisis has pushed 
John Major to the cent re of the 
stage, where he will receive the 
sympathies of his continental 
colleagues, with a little lectur¬ 
ing on the blessings of 
"solidarity". 

President Chirac sei the tone 
yesterday with a call |0 the 
French Cabinet to support 
Britain in its hour of need and 
to give generously when com¬ 
pensating British farmers. 
Philippe Vasseur. the Farming 
Minister, spelt out what 
France expects for helping Mr 
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TURIN SUMMIT 
Major. Britain, he said, must 
return the favour over the 
unfair" benefits it obtains 

from the depredating pound. 
Britain's alleged abuse of 
“competitive devaluation" is 
France's main complaint 
against London as Paris keeps 
its franc strong ahead of 
moneiary union. 

However, the beef crisis has 
offered a parable in what is 

right and wrong in the Euro¬ 
pean enterprise as it embarks 
on reform for the next centiiTy. 
According to some senior dip¬ 
lomats and officials in Brus¬ 
sels, it has also provided a 
chance to bring Britain closer 
to its neighbours. A demon¬ 
stration of EU generosity to¬ 
wards British farmers could 
dim the EU*s demon status in 
the eyes of many Britons. 

The general view is that the 
British Government has mis¬ 
handled the emergency, re¬ 
quiring other members, 
through the Commission, to 
step in with their own quaran¬ 
tine and calls for slaughter. 

That view was summed up 
by Belgium’s Lc Soir yester¬ 
day. The country which end¬ 
lessly lectured its partners on 
the horrors of die common 

Italians seek single 
voice for the EU 

From Richard Owen in rome 

THERE were increasing 
fears among Italian officials 
yesterday that tomorrow’s 
Turin summit would be hi¬ 
jacked by the row between 
Britain and its European part¬ 
ners over “mad cow" disease. 

Officials said Italy had 
hoped for a trouble-free 
summit to launch the inter¬ 
governmental conference on 
Maastricht Susanna Agnelli, 
the Foreign Minister, be¬ 
lieved EU leaders were close 
to agreement on giving 
Europe “a single identifiable 
face and voice" by appointing 
a senior figure to “represent 
Europe to die world”. 

Britain wants the powers of 
any representative to be limit¬ 
ed. with foreign policy kept 
largely in the hands of nat¬ 
ional governments. Nor is it 
dear how a common defence 
policy could work. But offici¬ 
als said Signora Agnelli had 
forged a “warm relationship" 
«glh Malcolm Rifkuid. the 
Foreign Secretary, and that 
had helped to create a “posi¬ 
tive mood" for Turin. 

Signora Agnelli said yester¬ 
day she hoped that Turin 

would launch the debate on 
three themes: common for¬ 
eign policy, reform of institu¬ 
tions and the rights of citizens. 
The summif had to give a 
“dear message" by affirming 
the “federal vocation" of the 
EU in Che run-up to the 
summit in June. 

The controversial single¬ 
currency issue has been kept 
off the Turin agenda mid the 
Italians defused another po¬ 
tential raw by formulating a 
compromise over the role of 
MEPs in the IGC Signora 
Agnelli sounded a cautious 
note on the extension of 
majority voting, saying it had 
to be “carefully weighed". 

Signora Agnelli. 74, has 
won praise from European 
diplomats for her tireless trav¬ 
elling since Italy took over the 
EU presidency in January. 
She was stung by the accusa¬ 
tion of Richard Holbrooke, 
the senior US envoy, that 
Europe had “been asleep" 
during the Bosnia crisis, and 
chaired a Balkan summit in 
Rome last month to put the 
Dayton peace accord back oo 
track. 

agricultural policy now ex¬ 
pected to be bailed out from 
Brussels, the paper said. 

In Germany, a tone of 
weary resignation has flooded 
the editorial columns. Klaus 
Kinkel, the Foreign Minister, 
said the BSE crisis hardly 
helped at a time when Britain 
was already {donning to dig in 
its heels at the inter-govern¬ 
mental conference (IGC). 

However, while the rest of 
Europe has been congratulat¬ 
ing itself, the beef crisis has 
once again exposed all the 
flaws in the 15-member union 
that was defined by the Maas¬ 
tricht treaty. 

Instead of pulling together, 
as dictated by the “solidarity" 
preached in all the continental 
Euro-rhetoric, the moment the 
word was out on CJD. the 
national drawbridges were 
slammed shut to British beef. 

As Le Figaro said yesterday: 
“All those frontiers that were 
supposed to disappear sud¬ 
denly sprang back and every¬ 
one tried to extract a bit of 
profit for himself out of the 
crisis." 

As the EU circus was begin¬ 
ning to fly into Turin for the 
first act of the year-long nego¬ 
tiation. the Commission’s poll¬ 
sters unearthed daunting 
news. Only 15 per cent of EU 
citizens were aware that the 
Union was about to launch its 
Maastricht review. 
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The Duke inspects Krakow’s only functioning synagogue with Menahem Joskovitz, the Chief Rabbi of Poland 

Ex-Communists welcome the Queen 
From Alan Hamilton 

IN PRAGUE 

CENTRAL Europe turned out 
in its thousands yesterday to 
see the Queen on her historic 
progress through the old Com¬ 
munist states, first in the late 
winter snow of Krakow and 
later in the warm spring 
sunshine of Prague. 

On the last day of her state 
visit to Poland, the first by a 
reigning British monarch, a 
crowd defied foul weather and 
packed the main square of 
Poland’s ancient and largely 
unspoilt capital to see the 
Queen make a walkabout 
among glorious baroque ar¬ 
chitecture that has survived 
despite appalling pollution. 
Among foe crowd was a small 
delegation from the Polish 
Monarchist League. 

Krakow has far more tradi¬ 
tions of monarchy than does 
the modem capital of War¬ 
saw. Not only was it the seat of 
Polish kings until the abolition 
of the throne in 1795, it 
subsequently fell under the 
relatively benign rule of the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire 
while much of the rest of the 
country was governed by Ger¬ 
mans or Russians. 

During her tour of the city’s 

Queen admires a doll 
in regional costume 

historic buildings, the Queen 
visited the vast, dark interior 
of St Mary’s Church and 
heard the truncated bugle call 
that is sounded every hour 
from its soaring spire, in 
memory of the medieval cen¬ 
turion who sounded the alarm 
at the approach of the invad¬ 

ing Mongols and was shor 
through the neck by a Tartar 
arrow in mid blow. 

In the Wawel cathedral on a 
hiU above the city, the Queen 
laid a wreath on the tomb of 
General Sikorski. foe wartime 
Polish military leader. 

The Duke of Edinburgh 
toured Krakow's former Jew¬ 
ish ghetto, still much as it was 
in prewar days and used for 
the re-enactment of scenes in 
rhe film Schindler's List. 

Wearing the regulation 
kippah (black skullcap), he 
inspected the city’s only re¬ 
maining working synagogue, 
and saw an exhibition of a 
restoration project on some of 
the area's historic buildings 
being carried out with help 
from Edinburgh City CounriL 

What has changed in the 
ghetto is the population. Be¬ 
fore the Nazi occupation, Kra¬ 
kow was home to 70.000 Jews. 
Such was the efficiency of 
ethnic cleansing that today 
there are barely 200. 

Later in the day. the Queen 
flew to the Czech Republic, 
where again she is the first 
British reigning monarch to 
pay a state visit. She was 
welcomed at Prague Castle by 
the recently widowed Presi¬ 
dent. Vaclav Havel. 

Historically, the Czech Re¬ 
public has less reason than 
Poland to offer hospitality to a 
British monarch. Britain 
turned its bad: on Hitler's 
takeover of Czechoslovakia In 
1938 and 1939. yet went to war 
for Poland only months later. 

But foe European game is 
different now. both countries 
are prepared to court any 
Western leader likely to fur¬ 
ther their membership of the 
European Union and Nato. 

President Havel told jour¬ 
nalists in the castle that Czech- 
British friendship had existed 
for 1.000 years and that the 
Queen’s visit was a symbol of 
continuing good relationships. 

Pressed on specifics, he said 
that the Czech Republic was 
anxious to join Western insti¬ 
tutions. "If there is foe will, 
our membership of Nato 
might precede EU member¬ 
ship. That might be a desir¬ 
able thing." 

The ceremonies of welcome 
over, the President took the 
Queen for a walk in the late 
afternoon sun across the 
Charles Bridge, one of 
Prague’s great architectural 
monuments, where another 
crowd of thousands offered 
warm applause to their rare 
royal visitor. 

Robber of 
royal gems 
faces jail 

New York: A baggage han¬ 
dler at New' York airport has 
pleaded guilty to stealing dia¬ 
mond jewellery from ihe 
Duchess of York’s luggage. 
Gilben Terrero, 20, of Brook¬ 
lyn, faces up to 18 months in 
prison (Quentin Lens writes). 

The disappearance of foe 
jewels on December 4, which 
included a necklace given to 
foe Duchess by the Queen as a 
wedding present in 1986. creat¬ 
ed international headlines. 
Terreroi who had no idea of 
foe owner of the gems, had 
taken some of the jew els to his 
family home in Brooklyn’s 
Ozone Park, while others were 
found in his locker at work. 

Woman named 
3-star general 
New York: America’s armed 
forces have nominated their 
first female three-star general 
(Quentin Letts writes). Carol 
Mutter, 50, a major-general in 
the Marines, has been recom¬ 
mended for promotion to lieu¬ 
tenant-general. The Senate is 
not expected to object 

General Mutter will be the 
only woman among 108 three- 
star generals. One of the first 
to congratulate her was her 
husband. James, a retired 
Marines colonel. 

Okinawa leader 
shuns US bases 
Tokyo: The Governor of Oki¬ 
nawa said he would refuse to 
obey a court order to sign 
documents renewing leases 
for US military bases on the 
island and said he would 
appeal. Governor Masahide 
Ota's refusal will force 
Ryutaro Hashimoto. foe Japa¬ 
nese Prime Minister, to sign 
foe leases instead. (Reuter) 

Afghans hurt in 
munitions blast 
Kabul: Twenty-five Afghan 
United Nations mine-dearing 
experts were injured when a 
blast ripped through a 
Taleban munitions dump in 
foe militia's southern strong¬ 
hold of Kandahar, sources 
said. The cause of foe explo¬ 
sion is unknown. (AFP) 

Algerian 
militants 

seize 7 
Trappists 

From Ben Macintvre 

IN PARIS 
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SEVEN French Trappist 
monks were kidnapped from 
their Algerian monastery yes¬ 
terday by suspected Islamic 
terrorists, prompting foe 
French Government to repeat 
calls for all French people 
resident in Algeria to return 
home immediately. 

The monks, aged between 
50 and 80, were abducted from 
the Trappist Tibehirine mon¬ 
astery in the town of Medea, 
50 miles south of Algiers. No 
ransom demand has been 
received, but foe Government 
identified the kidnappers as 
members of foe Armed Islam¬ 
ic Group (GIA), foe most 
militant of the Islamic groups 
fighting to topple foe military- 
backed Algerian Government. 

Herve de Charette, the 
French Foreign Minister, 
immediately said foar all 8.370 
French citizens still living in 
Algeria, as well as tens of 
thousands of others holding 
dual French-Algerian nation¬ 
ality, should return to France. 
“1 can only repeat in the 
er-avest and most solemn way. 
to all French people still in 
Algeria - • ■ you must return. 

Since September 1993 ^2 
French citizens have been 
murdered by militants in ■Al¬ 
geria. including seven belong- 
fog to religious orders. In 
1994 the GIA vowed to eradi¬ 
cate all "Jews, Christians and 
polytheists" in Algeria. 

A French government 
spokesman said the abduction 
was “an odious act against a 
religious community". 

Why hardship drives 
Russians to eat people 

From Richard Beeston in Moscow 

WHEN police in foe Crimean 
city of Sebastopol were called 
to investigate a murder this 
week, nothing had prepared 
them for foe grisly scene that 
unfolded during a routine 
search of a block of flats. 

Entering the home of a 
former convict, foe officers 
found foe mutilated remains 
of human bodies being pre¬ 
pared for eating. The flat’s 
owner, her mother and her 
boyfriend, had been stabbed 
to death by the 33-year-old 
suspect and their bodies neatly 
butchered. In foe kitchen in¬ 
vestigators found foe internal 
organs of two victims in 
saucepans, and nearby on a 
plate a freshly-roasted piece of 
human flesh. 

Although the gruesome de¬ 
tails of the killings have 
stunned Sebastopol, more 
shocking perhaps is foe grow¬ 
ing evidence suggesting that 
cannibalism is not an isolated 
problem, but is rife in foe 
former Soviet Union. 

In foe past 12 months ten 
people, from Siberia to St 
Petersburg, have been chan¬ 
ged with kilting and eating 
their victims. The authorities 
are at a loss to explain foe 
phenomenon. Last month 
there were wo cases of canni¬ 
balism. One man in the Siberi¬ 
an coal-mining town of 
Kemerovo was arrested after 
he admitted kilting and cut¬ 
ting up a friend, and using his 
flesh as the filling forpelmeni. 
a Russian version of ravioli. 

Twice last year convicts in 
overcrowded prisons killed 
and ate their cellmates 
because they claimed they 
were hungry and wanted to 

A cannibal in the Volga 
during the 1921 famine 

relieve overcrowding. Crimi¬ 
nal experts said that most 
cases of cannibalism were part 
of the general rise of serial 
killings, which have increased 
because police resources are 
so stretched by rising crime 
and because of Russia's 
mounting economic and social 
problems. 

Andrei Tkachenko, foe di¬ 
rector of the Serbsky Psychiat¬ 
ric Centre in Moscow, where 
serial killers are sent for 
observation, said that in foe 
1980s the centre received about 
three or five patients a year. 
Now on average at least ten 
serial killers are sent 

"If you were to get a com¬ 
plete figure, you would find 
that there are considerably 
more instances of serial mur¬ 
ders in Russia now than 
anywhere else in foe world," 
he told the Moscow Times. 

Cannibalism, in particular. 

could just be the grim legacy of 
Russia’s tortured history this 
century, when time and again 
the population has resorted to 
eating human flesh to survive. 

The first recorded cases 
were during foe famine of 
1921, when the plight of foe 
people in foe Volga region was 
so great that a trade in human 
body parts flourished briefly. 

Mass ouforeaJcs of canni¬ 
balism emerged again during 
the period of Stalin's collectiv¬ 
isation in the 1930s, when 
millions died of starvation in 
Ukraine and many resorted to 
ambushing and eating strang¬ 
ers and children. 

"These were people who cut 
up and ate corpses, who killed 
their own children and ate 
them." wrote Vasili Gross- 
man. a Soviet writer. “I saw 
one. She had been brought to 
foe district centre under con¬ 
voy. Her face was human but 
her eyes were those of a wolf." 

Andrei Chikatilo. the notori¬ 
ous serial killer known as the 
“Rostov Ripper", provided a 
due to his morbid obsession 
before he was executed in 1994 
for murdering more than 50 
people during his reign of 
terror in southern Russia. 
Under interrogation Chika- 
tila who not only raped and 
butchered his victims but ate 
parts of their bodies, said he 
had been haunted by the 
memory of his brother who 
was eaten by starving peas¬ 
ants in Ukraine. 

Aleksandr Bukhanovsky, a 
criminal psychiatrist, said that 
foe murderer’s ghastly child¬ 
hood memories triggered a 
revulsion and the urge to 
perform similar acts. 
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UN plea for Burundi 
Geneva: A United Nations 
investigator accused foe inter¬ 
national community yester¬ 
day of playing "a game of 
hide and seek” with Burundi, 
while the country is going 
through a civil war that has 
left thousands dead (Peter 
Capdla writes). 

Paulo Sergio Pinheiio. foe 
UN special investigator on 
human rights in Burundi, 
said that international at¬ 

tempts to deal with the con¬ 
frontation between rival eth¬ 
nic groups in the past 11 
months had been muddled 
and inadequate. “They play to 
find extremists. But what are 
they doing to find. them? 
Nothing." the investigator 
said. 

He added that European 
countries in particular had 
shown much concern, but 
tittle action had been taken. 
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16 OVERSEAS NEWS 

Patten denounces 
Peking’s plan 

for parallel rule 
From Jonathan Mirskv in hong kong 

CHRIS PATTEN, the Gover¬ 
nor of Hong Kong, yesterday 
rejected Chinese proposals to 
set up a second legislature 
here, to extract a loyalty 
pledge from the Civil Servioe 
and to sideline the Governor, 
all before the 1997 handover of 
the colony. 

China's newest blow to the 
colony, after Peking's humilia¬ 
tion in the Taiwan elections, 
was the suggestion that, once 
China has picked the mem¬ 
bers of a Provisional Legisla¬ 
tive Council, which will sit 
concurrently with the present 
wholly elected one, and desig¬ 
nated a chief executive to 
replace Mr Patten on July 1. 
1997, “Mr Patten will inevita¬ 
bly become a loner". The idea 

was mooted by an "official”, 
reliably reported to be Lu 
Ping, head of the State Coun- 
dl*s China and Macau Affairs 
Office. 

The official also said that, 
after the chief executive has 
appointed his senior officials 
from among serving senior 
civil servants here, "it will be 
impossible for those officials 
to work under Mr Patten in 
the morning and under the 
instruction of the chief execu¬ 
tive in the afternoon, I have to 
ask Mr Patten how the Brit- 
ish-Hong Kong Government 
will operate. 1 do not know 
how Mr Patten can pass his 
days in the final stage.” 

This appears to be a viola¬ 
tion of the 1984 Brirish-Chi- 

Colony criticised 
by Privy Council 

By Jonathan Mirsky 

THE Privy Council yesterday 
branded the Hong Kong Gov¬ 
ernment's treatment of four 
Vietnamese boatpeople "an 
affront" to civilised standards, 
ordering the immediate re¬ 
lease of the one left in custody. 

The reaction to the state¬ 
ment by Michael BelofT. QC. 
who held that "the right to 
liberty is second only to the 
right to life itself", will revive 
what lias been Hong Kong's 
most hitter domestic political 
issue, and will weaken the 
Government’s claim that it is 
a beacon of legality and 
human rights. 

The ruling concerns four 
Vietnamese who have been 
denied refugee status, one of 
whom has been detained for 
six years. The four fled here 
with papers from the Taiwan 
Government claiming that 
Hanoi denied them citizen¬ 
ship and seeking recognition 
as political refugees. 

Many Hong Kong people 
may find themselves seeking 
refugee status in less than two 
years'. However, most resent 
the fact that the colony has 
been forced to support the 
boatpeople. The United Na¬ 
tions High Commissioner for 

Refugees has steadily lost 
touch with the camps and the 
Government has been left 
with the task of forcing their 
repatriation to an unco-opera- 
tive Vietnam. 

The boatpeople now num¬ 
ber 20.000 after the often 
reluctant repatriation of more 
than 46,000 others. Pam Bak¬ 
er. a British lawyer who has 
long defended them, said the 
derision would have pro¬ 
found significance for many 
others in the camps, some of 
whom have been detained for 
more than 15 years. 

The Privy Council noted 
that at least 400 boatpeople 
have been refused reentry to 
Vietnam, often on the 
grounds that they are not 
genuine Vietnamese, and are 
being held without trial. 

Mr Beloff said there was 
"no realistic prospect of re¬ 
lease” for many camp in¬ 
mates, and that they must be 
set free unless the Govern¬ 
ment can show why their 
detention should continue. 

Peking has emphasised re¬ 
peatedly that it wants the 
Vietnamese repatriated or 
sent to other countries before 
China resumes control. ' 

nese treaty, which states that 
the British Government will 
exercise full authority in the 
colony until its flag is lowered. 

The official also affirmed 
what his deputy had said, that 
senior civil servants would 
have to be loyal to the provi¬ 
sional legislature. This will 
force them to choose between 
Peking's orders and the policy 
of the Hong Kong Govern¬ 
ment which denies the legiti¬ 
macy of the Provisional 
Legislative Council, which 
will come into being at least 
six months before the 
handover, it will number 
among its hand-picked mem¬ 
bers 14 of those elected last 
year to the present council, 
which China says it will 
abolish on July 1. 1997. There 
will then be two councils and 
rwo de facto Governors in 
place. 

Mr Patten said in response 
to the Chinese threats: “Gov¬ 
ernment is not something you 
can turn on and oft like an 
electric kettle. Government 
goes on. We have a politically 
neutral Civil Service." It 
would serve its present master 
loyally. Mr Patten said, and 
subsequently the post-1997 
government. “Anyone who 
does not understand that, does 
not understand the nature of a 
free society under the rule of 
law." 

It has already been suggest¬ 
ed here that John Major 
should implement his guaran¬ 
tee. given during his recent 
trip to Hong Kong, that if the 
colony's liberty appears to be 
threatened by its future sover¬ 
eign Britain would seek inter¬ 
national legal redress. 
□ Singapore: Hong Kong 
will remain the main port for 
southern China despite the 
development of ports in that 
region and even if Raking and 
Taipei establish direct trade 
links. Tony Clark, secretary of 
the Hong Kong Port Develop¬ 
ment Board, said. 

Hong Kong now acts as the 
world port for China, particu¬ 
larly for Guangdong. "The 
question is, will Hong Kong 
remain the main port for 
southern China as other ports 
in the area ane developed. Our 
assessment is that it will." he 
told a ports conference. (AFP) 
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Killer of Rabin, 
harangues court 
after life sentence 

FROM CHRISTOPHER WALKER IN JERUSALEM 

Yigal Amir, flanked by policemen, being escorted into court yesterday for senteicing 

YIGAL AMIR. 25. was sen¬ 
tenced yesterday for the pre¬ 
meditated murder of Yitzhak 
Rabin, the Israeli Prime Min¬ 
ister. whom he assassinated 
last November in a religiously 
inspired attempt to derail the 
peace process with the Pales¬ 
tinians. Amir showed no re¬ 
morse when the life sentence 
was read out 

Conspiracy theories that 
surround the controversial 
killing are likely to be 
heightened today when a 368- 
page report by the State Com¬ 
mission of inquiry on the 
lamentable performance of Is¬ 
rael's security services is pub¬ 
lished. One-third of the report 
is classified as secret. 

Judicial experts said Amir 
was likely to spend the rest of 
his life in a special cell 
complex for his own safety. A 
number of Israeli prisoners 
have already issued a warning 
that an attempt would be 
made to kill Amir. 

Moshe Negbe. a legal ex¬ 
pert, told Israel radio that 
Amir was an unlikely candi¬ 
date for a normal presidential 
pardon and that the additional 
six-year consecutive sen re nee 
he received for wounding one 
of Rabin's bodyguards was 
therefore "meaningless". 

Given the huge public inter¬ 
est, the Tel Aviv court allowed 
its verdict to be broadcast live. 
Oded Mudrik, one of the three 
judges who delivered the ex¬ 
pected verdict, said: “Behind 
bars and within the prison 

walls, the ‘mark of Cain' will 
be imprinted on the forehead 
of (he accused." 

Amir, an extreme nghl- 
wine former law student, 
showed little emotion when 
senience was passed. The 
judges were dismissive of de¬ 
fence claims that he had 
intended only to wound Ra¬ 
bin. 73, rather than kill him. 

Amir, flanked by police, 
stood confidently with hand 
on hip and addressed the 
court for about four minutes 
before being stopped by Ed¬ 
mond Levy, the chief judge, 
who had shown little patience 
with him during the trial 
because of his attempts to use 
the stand as a platform for his 
militant views. 

In his speech. Amir also 
said: "Everything I did, 1 did 
for the people of Israel, for the 
Torah [BibieJ of Israel, for the 
land of Israel. Whoever rries to 
break this link between these 
things will not succeed." 

When Judge Levy cut him 
off. Mr .Amir said: “May God 
help you." Later, as he was 
marched out of the packed 
court, he shouted: "The state of 
Israel is a monstrosity.” 

Passing sentence. Judge 
Levy said Amir “i> unworthy 
of anything except pity, in that 
he has lost all semblance of 
humanity ... He decided that 
putting the late Prime Minis¬ 
ter to death was rhe last way to 
stop the political process 
which he did noi like, and he 
followed this path to its end." 

China ‘staging fresh wargames’ 
From Associated Press in taipei 

CHINESE troops are staging 
a new round of mock battles 
against Taiwan, despite ap¬ 
parent conciliatory tones be¬ 
tween Taipei and Peking, a 
leading Taiwanese newspaper 
said yesterday. 

The exercises are smaller 
than the ones that ended on 
Monday, the United Daily 
News reported in a dispatch 
from New York. 

The manoeuvres, reportedly 
being held inland, were said to 
be less menacing than the 
previous exercises, which dis¬ 
rupted shipping in the Taiwan 
Strait and were seen as capa¬ 
ble of being turned quickly 

into actual attacks. The report 
dted sources dose to the 
Chinese military. Officials in 
Taiwan and China would not 
comment. 

Yin Tsung-wen. the director 
of Taiwan’s National Security 
Bureau, said yesterday that 
China was expected to conduct 
exercises on mountains and 
urban terrain that resembled 
Taiwan. 

The exercises, code-named 
"Success 965," were reported 
in several dties and moun¬ 
tains in Fujian and Guan¬ 
gdong provinces. They 
involved troops from the 27th 
and 63rd legions, based in the 

Peking military’ zone. About 
180,000 troops' were taking 
part in the ex erases, com¬ 
pared to the 300,000 in three 
rounds of earlier wargames 
which were calculated to 
intimidate Taiwan, the paper 
reported. 

In a separate report, the 
United Daily News quoted 
unidentified military officials 
as saying Taiwan would es¬ 
tablish three bases for Patriot 
missiles in northern Taiwan to 
help to defend the capital dty 
of Taipei. Bases would be set 
up in Nankang, Lirikou and 
Wartli for the missiles, which 
would be delivered from the 

United States late this year, it 
added. 
□ Peking: Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali. the United Nations 
Secretary' General, who met 
Chinese leaders here during a 
four-day visit to China, said 
that Taiwan could never be a 
UN member "unless there is a 
change of mind in China," 
(James Pringle writes). 

Meanwhile, the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry said Ameri¬ 
ca would face the “resolute 
opposition" of China and its 
people ifTaiwan’s newly elect¬ 
ed President, Lee Teng-hui, 
was allowed to accept an 
invitation to visit the US. 

Gunman holds seven hostage 
Leienkani, Germany: A gun¬ 
man seized seven hostages, 
four of them children, in a 
western German village yes¬ 
terday and threatened to kill 
them if his demands were not 
met the police said. 

They said the 45-year-old 
gunman had originally held 12 
members of his own extended 
family captive, but it was not 

immediately dear how the 
other five family members 
apparently had managed to 
get away. 

The unnamed man from 
Mannheim was holding his 
hostages in a relation's house 
in Leienkani, a village in 
rolling hills near Koblenz, on 
the Rhine. He was demanding 
500.000 marks (£220,000) and 

the opportunity to make good 
his escape. 

The police opened negotia¬ 
tions by telephone, but said an 
early end to the siege was not 
in sight They lifted a news 
blackout that had been im¬ 
posed after the gunman said 
he would kill himself and his 
hostages if the media reported 
the inddent (Reuter) 

Briton 
rejected 
freedom 

By Lfyla Linton 

and Jonathan Miller 

IN BANGKOK 

CHRISTOPHER HOWES, 
the British charity worker 
taken hostage in northwestern 
Cambodia, rejected an offer of 
freedom because he did not 
want to abandon his Cambo¬ 
dian colleagues. 

The kidnappers, believed £ 
be Khmer Rouge deserter., 
told him to go to negotiate a 
ransom, but Mr Howes. 36. a 
Falklands ex-serviceman, re¬ 
fused. Instead, he persuaded 
the bandits to release nine 
captives. Others escaped and 
the rest except Mr Howes’s 
interpreter, were set free later. 

Roy Howes, 63, from Bris¬ 
tol. said he was not surprised 
by his son’s braveiy. “He is 
just an ordinary Englishman 
doing his job," he said. 

Mr Howes was seized with 
up to 23 volunteers on Tues¬ 
day as he supervised mine- 
clearing. Yesterday, two Cam¬ 
bodian policemen were killed 
by landmines as they helped to 
search for him. 
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Jackson’s 
star dims 
in Oscars 

fiasco 
From Giles Whjttell 

IN LOS ANGELES 

AS HOLLYWOOD returns 
groggily to work, it has be¬ 
come dear that the only real 
loser on Oscar night was the 
Rev Jesse Jackson. 

Mr Jackson's protest over 
the tinder-representation of 
blacks in films, which began 
with the revelation that only 
one Oscar nominee was Afri¬ 
can-American. Iras turned 
into a political damp squib 
and a personal humiliation. 

After Whoopi Goldberg, the 
black actress, mocked him in 
front of a billion television 
viewers on Monday. Mr Jack- 
son was dismissed yesterday 
by Patricia Turner, a profes¬ 
sor of African-American Stud¬ 
ies at the University of 
California, as “an unduly 
opportunistic man grasping 
for straws". 

Mr Jackson urged Califor¬ 
nian supporters to join him 
on Oscar night with banners 
and slogans outside ABC 
television's Los Angeles affili¬ 
ate; but barely two dozen 
turned up. He urged the eight 
black celebrities appearing as 
presenters to wear rainbow- 
coloured ribbons in recogni¬ 
tion of his Rainbow Coalition, 
but only the producer, Quincy 
Jones, did so. 

Claiming in the aftermath 
of Hollywood's night of stars 
to be “af die centre of debate", 
Mr Jackson may have been 
accurate. But that debate con¬ 
cerns his judgment Publi¬ 
cists for Ms Goldberg and Mr 
Jones told' the Los Angeies 
Times that both considered 
the Oscars the wrong time 
and place for a protest 

Zia: stopped short of 
tendering resignation 

Zia bows to 
pressure 

for election 
Dhaka: Begum Khaiida Zia, 
the Prime Minister of Bangla¬ 
desh, gave in to months of 
pressure yesterday and asked 
President Biswas to set up a 
caretaker government to over¬ 
see fresh elections, state tele¬ 
vision said. 

Earlier, senior offidals told 
tiie President that they could 
not work from today unless 
the country's political crisis 
was resolved. 

The Prime Minister reiterat¬ 
ed her pledge to hold an 
election in May. it was report¬ 
ed. However, her move 
stopped short of meeting 
opposition demands that she 
resign by yesterday. 

Ayubur Rahman. Bangla¬ 
desh's most senior rivil ser¬ 
vant. signed a statement 
saying: *Tlie administration, 
economy and law and order 
have all collapsed. As there is 
no obstacle to ... a caretaker 
government, we have suggest¬ 
ed to the President that it be 
formed immediately." 

Opposition parties have 
staged a series of strikes to try 
to force Begum Zia to resign 
and call new elections under a 
neutral body. (Reuter) 

Free GCSE study 
pack worth £10.99 
You pay only E1.98 to cover toe cost of postage and handli 

rTToday The Times 
X offers you the 

chance to get a compli¬ 
mentary GCSE revi¬ 
sion pack written by a 
Chief Examiner. 
Published by Fast 
Forward, they consist 
of an audio tape plus 
an interactive study 
booklet. 

There are three to 
choose from and the 
normal price for each - 
one is £10.99 but Times readers can 
get them for only £1.98 to cover postage 
and handling. ^ 

The tapes average 60 minutes and the study 
booklets are designed to interact with it to help students 
memorise information. 

You also have the opportunity to choose from 20 Fast 
Forward titles for GCSE and A-levd students at half price. 

THE COMPLIMENTARY PACKS 
GCSE English: Reading Skills 
Written by Chief Examiner Dr Peter Buckroyd it cover* 
apprehension, analysis, linguistic skills, evaluation and 

“gTSraru^^GCSE En8iish 
P6ter Bufkr°yd itdeak with critical analyst 

GCSEHbtevTh^?dCSlgned t0HnproveCents’sjfc. 
SS®1fc "E,11* Superpowers, Russia and America 

SdiSr REVISION packs 

numbered tokens plus 
£1.98 to cover postage 
and packing with the 
coupon to: 

The 77/nes/Fast Forward 
Revision Pack Offer, PO 
Box 45, Broadstairs, 
Kent, CT10 IUD. 

Cheques should be 
made payable to Fast 
Fbrward. 

This offer is restricted 
to one complimentary 
pack per household. 

THElSSfeTIMI 

TOKEN 
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On day four of our guide to the national curriculum tests, Rebecca Girling and Mai Rivers explain maths testing 

Count on a calculated success QUESTIONS FROM LAST YEAR 

On sports day MiUOron 0*r pomes for turn far they jump 

PETEfl MCHOLLS 

Unprecedented atten¬ 
tion has focused on 
children's mathe¬ 
matical ability — 

and by implication the effec¬ 
tiveness of teaching methods 
— in recent months. As 11- 
year-olds approach the nat¬ 
ional tests, parents as well as 
teachers will be more keen 
than ever to help their children 
prepare. 

Most pupils will be sitting 
test papers which are designed 
to assess an ability span from 
national curriculum Levd 3 to 
Level 5. It is expected that an 
average 11-year-old will reach 
Level 4 in these tests, although 
fewer than half did so last 
year. 

There are also extension 
papers for the extremely able, 
set at a standard generally 
beyond the scope of primary 
schoolchildren. Practical tasks 
administered in the classroom 
will provide an alternative for 
children judged to be perform¬ 
ing below Level 3. 

The tests form part of a 
compilation of assessments, 
some carried out by the teadi- 
er. which are required at the 
age of 11 (the end of Key Stage 
2). The assessments are in¬ 
tended to reflect the child's 
performance in class over a 
period, and they are completed 

Children at Sudboroe Primary School in Brixton, south London, which, like the authors* school was highlighted by O 
for producing among the year's best results. This year pupils will have 45 minutes per paper, 10 minutes more than last 

Ofsted 
st year 

within the space of a week 
starling on May 13. The two 
mathematics papers will be 
included in this intense week 
of.testing. Test A will be on 
May 13 and a small minority 
of children will take the exten¬ 
sion paper on May 20. 

This year, the time for each 
paper has been increased from 
35 minutes to 45 minutes, 
although the number of ques¬ 
tions will be similar. Last year 
many children performed less 

well than they were able 
because the time was insuffi¬ 
cient for the task set There 
wDI be less confusion about 
the allowed use of calculators 
because Test A this year will 
be a non-calculator paper and 
in Test B there will be clear 
indication where calculators 
must be used. 

The questions will aim to 
assess the children's ability in 
number; shape, space and 
measures; and data handling. 

Maths: a problem area 
MATHEMATICS was the 
bladcspot of last year's pilot 
run of the national curriculum 
tests for 11-year-olds. The 44 
per cent reaching the expected 
Level 4 was lower than in 
either English or science. 

Girls generally did better 
than boys, but slightly more 
boys reached the higher levels 
of the curriculum. As in other 
subjects, teacher assessment 
produced more generous re¬ 
sults than the tests. 

The tests covered number, 
algebra, shape and space, and 
handling data, as they will 

next term. Pupils had most 
difficulty with shape, space 
and probability. 

Questions on number and 
the interpretation of graphs 
and tables produced the high¬ 
est success rate. But the exter¬ 
nal examiners found that 
many 11-year-olds struggled 
when they had to give expla¬ 
nations or reasons for their 
answers. 

Many pupils appeared not 
to be familiar with the mathe¬ 
matical terms used in the 
questions for Levels 3-5. In 
particular, schools were ad¬ 

vised to acquaint children 
with tiie language associated 
with probability for this year's 
tests. 

Relatively few pupils were 
entered for the extension 
paper, which covered concepts 
normally tackled in secondary 
school. Less than half of 1 per 
cent passed this test, and those 
who did attempt the paper 
found particular difficulty in 
the ordering of fractions, and 
the calculation of ratios and 
percentage increases. 

John O’Leary 

There will be about twice as 
many questions on number as 
the other two areas. The 
questions will be graduated in 
difficulty, with the first ones on 
each paper aimed at pupils 
with Level 3 ability followed by 
much more difficult problems 
which are aimed at the above- 
average 11-year-oid. 

Parents who want to help 
their children to achieve to the 
best of their ability may like to 
consider the following: 

□ Try not to raise your child's 
level of anxiety by imposing 
revision programmes. 
□ Encourage children to read 
the questions carefully and 
show working, particularly 
where required. 
□ Tell your children not to 
cross out their working 
through a problem as marks 
are sometimes given for know¬ 
ledge of method. 
□ Tell them to cross out any 
wrong answers clearly. 

MATHS 
TESTS 1995 

' . V, 
/7.“.r10 

Did not Under 1 2 3 4 5 6 
take 1 Level achieved 

□ Check answers — if time 
allows. 
□ Encourage your children to 
talk about maths and to ex¬ 
plain to you how to solve 
problems. 
□ Explain how to make a 
graph of daily rainfall for a 
week, interrogating the data 
for a mean arid range. Your 
child could describe properties 
of shapes such as a parallelo¬ 
gram and show you how to 
use a mirror to identify reflec¬ 
tive symmetry. 

All of these are more impor¬ 
tant than being able to redte 
tables by rote if the child is 
then unable to use those tables 
in problem solving. 

Ten per cent of the total 
marks are allocated to the 
children's explanation of 
mathematical ideas. 

If you don't understand 
concepts such as the probabili¬ 
ty scale, rotational symmetry 
or pie charts, ask your child's 
teacher to explain them to you 
so that you can then discuss 
these with your H-year-old. 

Your child's school will 
probably be giving practice in 
timed tests in order roalleviate 
anxiety as far as possible and 
will be revising maths con¬ 
cepts learnt over the past four 
years (Key Stage 2). 

The week of the tests is far 
from a normal school week 
and children may appear 
stressed and tired. Try to be 
understanding, while not de¬ 
valuing the importance of the 
week. At tiie end of the week, 
think of some treats that are 
fun and relaxing. 

You will be given the results 
of the tests and teacher assess¬ 
ments (which have equal 
weighting] before the end of 
the summer term on your 
child’s report You should also 
be given opportunity to dis¬ 
cuss your child* results with 
the teacher. 

We have been assured that 
children have mare chance of 
achieving their potential this 
year than last. Good luck! 

9 Rebecca Girling is a Year b 
teacher and Mai Riven is 
headteacher at Grendon CE Pri¬ 
mary School, Northamptonshire. 

TOMORROW 

The Times guide 
to this year’s tests 
at 14 in English, 

maths and science 
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Get ahead with hindsight 
THE full set of questions from last year's national curriculum 
tests for 11-year-olds is now available in three paperback books 
sponsored by The Times. Each includes advice on preparation, 
an explanation of the marking, and sample questions. The 
Parents’ Guide to National Tests, published by HMSO. costs 
£4.95 per subject They are also available at bookshops. 
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Women who trade faces A 

T here are 
moments in life 
when a woman 
simply has to take 
on a new image, 
says Joe Joseph When Sarah Fergu¬ 

son's drawn, unsmil¬ 
ing, Handled face 
and kohl-rimmed 

eyes appeared on the front of Hello! 
this week, many people must have 
assumed that the world-hopping 
Duchess of York had volunteered to 
cake part in some health education 
campaign to warn about the drain¬ 
ing effects of multiple jetlag. 

Then we found out that she had 
actually spent several hours with a 
make-up artist trying to achieve 
this ghostly Morrida Addams look, 
like those odd people who go to 
fancy-dress parties amusingly 
kitted out as acrident victims. 

Its certainly not a wash-and-go 
style, even for someone who doesn’t 
have to rush to work first thing in 
the morning. Fancy photographic 
techniques and possibly computer 
enhancement may have heightened 
the ashen, single-chin look. 

But what makes women who. 
until now. have been happily 
photographed as mumsy girls- 
next-door feel they suddenly have 
to play the vamp? The Princess of 
Wales did it. famously, in front of 
Patrick Demanchelier’s flattering 
lens. The Duchess of Kent called on 
Snowdon, and later Demarchelier. 
when she wanted to show new faces 
to the world. 

Emma Thompson did it for 
Vanity Fair. and Anthea Turner 
made a lunge at losing her Satur¬ 
day-*: vening-family-cntertainer im¬ 
age by posing Tor Tatter in a way 
that made her look sexytsh. though 
not quite fern me fatale. 

"Quite often." says psychologist 
Dr Dorothy Rowe, “ail of us will 
change something about our ap¬ 
pearance when we feel we’ve 
moved into a new phase in our 
Jives. It may be jusr a matter of 
gening rid of a garment or a 
hairstyle." 

Or maybe even your senses. 
Dr Martin Skinner, a psycholo¬ 

gist at Warwick University, agrees 
that “people do go for a completely 
different look when there’s been 
some big disjunction in their lives 

Famous makeovers: the Princess of Wales changed her image in front of Patrick Demarch Cher’s lens, while the Duchess of Kent called in Snowdon. The Duchess of York (centre) prefers the Morticia look 

— after a breakup or when they' 
have got a new job." 

But hasn't she aped the Princess 
Diana Panorama look, with the 
black-rimmed eyes? 

“Fergie quite often follows the 
Princess," Dr Rowe says. “Di 
works oul so does Fergie. Di uses 
kohl, so does Fergie." 

But Diana doesn't walk around 
like she's just finished an eight- 
hour shift in a flour mill. What's the 
white face all about? Probably from 
those moody adverts in glossy 
women’s mags for lipstick and 
mascara. If you squint hard 
enough, the restructured Fergie 
even has something of the pallid 
Marianne Faithful! about her. Bor¬ 
rowing looks from other women is 
a peculiarly female hobby. You 
often overhear women in hairdress¬ 

ers asking for a Helena 
Christiansen cut, bur it’s rare to see 
a man asking for a “Jeremy 
Paxman" or a “Bobby Charlton". 

Makeovers in genera! tend to be 
a woman thing: you don’t often 
come across men who say they’re 
gonna wash that girl right outta 
their hair. You don’t spot Stephen 
Dorrell going for a session of 
aromatherapy, or a spending spree 
in Bond Street boutiques, to lift 
his spirits and take his mind off 
BSE. 

This may be because men tend to 
spend about four minutes on their 
daily grooming, which indudes 
shaving and spraying cologne on 
yesterday’s work shirt, and they 
can see that something like Fergie’s 
makeover looks high-maintenance. 
Even if Fergie could spare seven 

hours every morning to paint her 
face and suck her cheeks in. 
she would need an extra staff of 
four. 

She would also need a thick 
enough skin to step out of her from 
door in daylight looking like a 
plumper version of a blanched 
Michael Jackson. Diana hasn't 
been half as ambitious in her 
redesign, and even she still can't do 
her own hair. So what possessed Fergie? 

"She's had a lot of bad 
press recently," says Dr 
Skinner, “and you don’t do 

something as dramatic as this by 
aeddem. She must have known 
what effect it would have, so maybe 
it's a signal that she is making a 
radical departure." 

What, another one? Fergie seems 
to change her appearance as fre¬ 
quently as other people change 
their sheets, all the way from Sarah 
Shell-Suit to the latest version — 
Sarah Supermodel (though still not 
Sarah Sexy)- Fergie has turned into 
a human pinball. Each time you 
think she is about to come to rest 
she bucks off again like a bullet in a 
completely unpredictable direction. 
And she usually does her dramatic 
makeovers in public She has 
indulged Hello! 15 times since 
January 1995 alone. 

‘It seems id me." says Dr Rowe, 
“she's never done anything to avoid 
the media. 1 wonder if she’s one of 
these people who needs to be 
noticed? You experience your sense 
of existence in your relationship to 
other people If you have a lot of 

self-confidence, you don't need all 
the world to love you. 

“But if you feel you don’t have 
good, loving relationships with the 
people around you. and you feel 
you’re very much on your own, and 
you don’t feel good about yourself, 
and you feel that if you’re not 
noticed you’ll just disappear, then 
you'll do almost anything to get 
noticed. Fergie's been excluded 
from so much now. She even has to 
buy her own postage stamps. She’s 
pretty isolated. The pictures are a 
way of saying, hey. I’m still here, 
take notice." 

But where have all the freckles 
gone? 

‘Women often have hang-ups 
about freckles. You get teased 
about them at school and there's 
nothing you can do about them. 

is miserable and 
them with white 

Maybe Fergie 
she's covered 
make-up." 

Dr Skinner adds that “moit 
blemishes on the face — scars, 
pigmentation, spots — we don’t 
like. But freckles are somehow 
accepted, especially on children, 
though children can be self-con¬ 
scious about them. You can’t con¬ 
trol freckles, so as an adult you 
might want to cover them up. Neil 
Kinnock has freckles. But a white 
face? It doesn’t really go with red 
hair." 

Dr Rowe points out that Fergie 
has debts, “and we all do all sorts of 
fixings when we need the money". 

Dr Skinner scratches his head, as 
bemused as the rest of us fry 
Fergie’s antics: “She could have 
done it for a bet Who knows?" 

TWENTY years ago, a young 
doctor who had just qualified, 
exalting in his new status, 
would hurry around the net¬ 
work of tunnels which linked 
the various buildings in his 
leaching hospital. 

At the time, it would not 
have occurred to him that one 
day there would be a suspi¬ 
cion that the pipes running 
along the roof of the tunnel 
and lagged in flaking, ageing 
asbestos might be responsible 
for killing him. 

That doctor now has a 
mesothelioma, a tumour 
which attacks the pleura, the 
membrane which covers both 

Asbestos link to lung disease and cancer □ BSE risk and children □ Side effects of plant extracts 

The killer dust 
the lungs and lines the inner 
wall of the chest cavity, there¬ 
by making a sac for the lungs 
to lie in. 

Mesotheliomas grow quick¬ 
ly into the lungs and produce 
a sticky fluid which collects in 
the pleural cavity. 

Treatment is symptomatic, 
for there is no cure. The 
amount of exposure to asbes¬ 

tos which will later lead to a 
mesothelioma is variable, but 
the tumour is rare unless the 
exposure, even if not particu¬ 
larly heavy, lasts for at least 
six months. 

The anxious doctor, always 
scurrying to answer one emer¬ 
gency call after another and 
therefore slightly out of 
breath, would probably have 
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inhaled fibres from the asbes¬ 
tos far more deeply than if he 
had sauntered through the 
underground passages and 
taken normal breaths. 

Not all types of asbestos are 
harmfuL But the 
hazards of expo¬ 
sure to the fibres 
have recently hit 
the headlines 
after Westmin¬ 
ster City Council 
was accused of 
rehousing fam¬ 
ilies in a tower 
block heavily 
contaminated by 
it Now two el¬ 
derly people, 
who developed 
mesothelioma 
after playing in 
the streets of 
Leeds with ashes- 

MEDICAL 
BRIEFING 
-#- 
Dr Thomas 
Stuttaford 

sis, a fibrosis of the lungs 
similar to that which used to 
develop in coal miners before 
the Second World War. 

The fibres of absestos are 
inhaled deep into the lung 
tissue where they trigger the 
fibrosis, which reduces the 
lungs’ capacity and their abili¬ 
ty to absorb oxygen. 

As a result of the lung 
changes, the 
patient be¬ 
comes increas¬ 
ingly breathless 
and is able to 
manage less and 
less physical 
activity. 

Eventually, in 
some cases, res¬ 
piratory failure 
develops. The as- 
bestosis may also 
cause thickening 
of the pleura, 
which again can 
be associated 
with a fluid effu¬ 
sion. 

tos dust during their child¬ 
hood, have been in dispute 
over the damages awarded to 
them. 

A lesser trouble for patients 
who have been exposed to 
asbestos is asbestosis. This is 
a widespread pneumoconio- 

Patients who have been 
exposed to tobacco smoke as 
well as asbestos fibres are 
particularly liable to develop 
both chronic bronchitis — 
with a persistent cough and 
wheezing — and one of the 
cancers of the lung. 

CJD and the 
age factor 

THE scien¬ 
tists studying 
Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob disease 
and its links 
with BSE 
have conclud¬ 

ed that on the balance of pro¬ 
bability, though little is 
known about the mecha¬ 
nisms of the spread of such 
diseases, children are unlikely 
to be any more at risk of 
catching it from eating beef 
than are adults. 

In the Kuru outbreak in 
New Guinea, in which 
another transmissible enceph¬ 
alopathy was found among 
cannibals, children suffered 

more from it than did adults. 
It is very possible that low 

resistance to the “prion" dis¬ 
eases is genetic and that most 
people will have a good 
resistance. It is difficult to be 
dogmatic about children’s re¬ 
sistance to infection because 
many factors can influence iL 
Chronic infection can reduce 
it and in many children aged 
three to six months, when the 
maternal resistance acquired 
in utero is wearing off. a form 
of immuno deficiency occurs. 
But the development of the 
defence system is only de¬ 
layed and is usually normal 
by the age of 18 months. The 
problems of resistance in chil¬ 
dren to infection are complex 
and still not entirely under¬ 
stood. But in most cases, 
resistance seems to grow as 
they become adults. 

IMPOTENCE 
CAN BE TREATED PAINLESSLY 
Recent medical advances now enable our specialist 
team to offer, in confidence, genuinely painless 
methods of treading Ibis distressing complaint 

For details tefeptona: 0171-837 2018 

IRE MEDICAL CENTRE, Weymouth St London WIN 3FA 

Herbal 
warning 

A FAILING 
memory and 
lading libido 
are almost in¬ 
variably asso¬ 
ciated with 
ageing. Doc¬ 

tors interested in herbal medi¬ 
cine might recommend that 
older patients take an extract 
of the leaves of Ginkgo 

FI 
& 

biloba, reputed to improve 
blood supply to the brain and 
sharpen the intellect and the 
root of Ginseng panax to 
restore sexual prowess. 

Ginseng is also reputed to 
boost stamina and concentra¬ 
tion. But it can have side 
effects and interacts badly 
with some more orthodox 
medicines. It can compound 
the effect of antidepressants 
and tranquillisers, and should 
not be taken during any acute 
illness or by people with a 
psychiatric problem. 

The side effects of ginseng 
are quite well-known. But 
few doctors would know that, 
for instance, hawthorn extract 
is a natural beta-blocker or 
that Perm yroyaL sometimes 
prescribed for indigestion, 
can be lethaL 

The Pharmaceutical Press, 
which publishes Martin- 
dale’s, the standard textbook 
on drugs, has introduced 
Herbal Medicine (£30), a 300- 
page companion volume on 
herbal medicine as a guide for 
doctors and other health 
workers, covering medical 
and culinary uses and interac¬ 
tion with other drugs. 
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Discrimination 
that makes 
women sick 

Sue Corrigan on the health 
price high-achievers may pay 

Jools Holland: funny, likeable, but rendered almost speechless by any topic verging on the personal. The puzzling thing is how he got round to forming his relationship 

Jools the obscure 
A lighthouse next. 

Jools Holland 
thinks. “Well build 
it just there.’* he says, 

gesturing out of the window 
past the porter’s room, the 
ladies' lavatory and the plat¬ 
form benches of the cute little 
railway station he has 
constructed. 

One can only marvel both at 
the accommodating nature of 
the south London planning 
authorities and the grandeur 
of Holland’s vision. His 
toytown offices are called Heli¬ 
con Mountain, after the Greek 
island where poets discovered 
their muse — a title which 
seems a touch flamboyant for 

m suburban hillock with pan¬ 
oramic gasworks views. 

Mary Riddell meets Jools Holland, jazz genius and lighthouse builder, 
who used to find talking about his private life excruciating 

Until you walk down to the 
end of the road, where the 
small, stone-clad semis are the 
smarter versions of the nearby 
homes where Holland grew 
up. impoverished and flitting 
from the debt collectors. 

Not that he makes a big deal 
about his past “Ifyou’re going 
to be a musician, it’s all right 
to come from a big city suburb 
and be expelled at IS A bit like 
Eton and the Guards for old 
Tory Prime Ministers." 

Holland's own finishing 
school was a stint with a band 
called Squeeze in the Seven- 

YVe know vitamins 

inside out. 

Seven 
Seas 

-f-fesuih €&**■ 

ties, followed by The Tube, in 
which he was cast as Paula 
Yates's screen husband and 
castigated for swearing on air. 
The point where he switched 
from B-list cult figure to 
serious musidan is not abso¬ 
lutely dear, possibly because 
he so adroitly mastered the 
difficult art of making accessi¬ 
ble the difficult and the ob¬ 
scure. His music programme. 
Later, is running on BBC2. he 
has just finished a stint with 
Jazz FM. and this week he will 
play five concerts with his 12- 
piece band, the Rhythm and 
Blues Orchestra. A fine jazz 
pianist, he is putting the last 
touches to the band's album. 
Sex and Jazz and Rock and 
Roll, which will be released 
shortly. 

He is half-sitting, half-lying 
on a leather chesterfield in his 
station-master's office, and it is 
fair to say that he does not 
instantly evoke great allure. 
His jumper is ancient, his 
frayed cords a violent shade of 
pumpkin. 

In addition, he coughs as he 
scratches as he talks, very fast 
and rather nervously. He 
knows that — excellent musi¬ 
dan as he is — the great 
fascination is how he came to 
be so, and, at 38, he still 
glorifies what sounds the 
bleakest of duldhoods as a 
romantic adventure. 

H 
is father drifting 
in and out of 
work, a trawl 
round different 

homes, oil lamps because 
there was no money to pay the 
dectridty bill and a family 
split up when his parents' 
marriage fell apart. “I don't 
think it damaged me. I'd 
prefer to substitute the word 
abuse with experience. The 
worst thing about my parents 
was not the split but the 
reunion. 

“I was having a nice, fren¬ 
zied time with no one to bother 
me when that happened. Not 
long after they got back togeth¬ 
er. 1 moved ouL" He was 15. 
with no qualifications but the 
ability, nurtured by an uncle 
in his grandma’s front room, 
to play jazz piano. 

It would be enough — not 

only to sustain him but the 
family to which he would 
become guardian. His brother 
Christopher plays with the 
band, his brother Richard 
runs his recording studio, and 
the office is managed by a 
middle-aged cousin. But Jools 
Holland was never groomed 
for cosy domestidty. 

His relationship with a hair¬ 
dresser called Mary Leahy, 
with whom he had two child¬ 
ren, fell apart on the day that 
he visited Bamburgh Castle to 
film for The Tube, met its 23- 
year-old mistress. Christabel, 

Any mention of 
his partner 
Christabel 

reduces him to 
incoherent bouts 
of coughing and 

scratching 

Lady Durham, and fell in¬ 
stantly in love. Or so the story 
goes. It looks for a while as if 
this version will stand, 
because any mention of 
Christabel, now his partner of 
almost a decade, reduces him 
to incoherent bouts of cough¬ 
ing and scratching. 

Does she. you wonder, work 
in addition to looking after the 
children — her son, Fred, 11, 
their five-year-old daughter. 
Mabel, and Jools’s children, 
George and Rosie. 11 and ten. 
who visit at weekends? “Well 
yes. I think she does. She 
works here sometimes, arrang¬ 
ing pictures.’' 

The most puzzling thing is 
how Jools — funny, likeable, 
but rendered almost speech¬ 
less by any topic verging on 
the personal — actually got 
round to forming his relation¬ 
ship. let alone coping with the 
bitter rifts which it must have 
provoked. 

“Look, I’m not shy.” he says 
suddenly. “You have to be a bit 
of a show-off to succeed in 
music. And yes, you’re right 

about the difficulties. It’s just 
that it wasn’t like it's always 
been reported. 

“We were at Bamburgh 
filming Bryan Ferry, and 
Christabel was there because 
she was a friend of his wife, 
Lucy. She didn't live at the 
castle — never has done — and 
that story must have been 
quite annoying for the people 
who did. So. no. it wasn’t like 
the chatelaine floating down in 
a nightie with a cup of tea for 
the film crew. 

“Afterwards we didn’t meet 
again for ages. I've blanked 
exactly what happened, al¬ 
though I wrote it all down in a 
diary. Her husband. Lord 
Durham, had gone off with 
some woman, and Christabel 
was travelling through New¬ 
castle when we met again. 

“And that time we stayed 
together. Yes. I think we will 
get married now. There you 
are. a scoop. It would be nice. 
A big party, a lovely party, 
maybe fancy dress. Do people 
do that for weddings?" What¬ 
ever the correct social code 
might be in the relationship 
between a member of the 
aristocracy and the south 
London boy made good, it was 
violently breached soon after 
their relationship began. 

Jools’s father stole 
Christabel’s jewellery, worth 
£35,000, and served 15 months 
in prison. Jools has always 
said that his father was tempo¬ 
rarily soft in the head, but the 
cause was dearly more com¬ 
plex. Drink? Envy? 

“Well, maybe it was drink as 
well. It was a lot harder for 
him than for me. I wasn't the 
person who had to go to 
prison. I was just disapp¬ 
ointed." 

Icar“ “ _ I insurance 
over £300? 

It must, you imagine, be 
devastating to see a parent so 
shamed, but Jools Holland 
has always managed to 
rationalise the unthinkable. 
Above his desk is pinned a 
press dipping about Keith 
Moore, the accountant who 
stole £6 million from Sting. 
Holland, another of his celeb¬ 
rity clients, lost money too. but 
his chief resentment is for 
what he still sees as a system 
geared to the privileged. 

"I thought Moore's sentence 
was too short, and my dad's 
was too long. It didn’t seem 
fair." And so the magazine 
cutting remains, a lone re¬ 
minder of a harsher world in 
the station-master’s office, 
filled with model trains and 
vintage Dinky toys. The sort of 
clutter reminiscent, perhaps, 
of a lost childhood. 

Bui that is far too complicat¬ 
ed. If he wanted toys, Holland 
says, he would buy himself 
big, flash cars and grown-up 
gadgets, but he has no wish for 
such obvious symbols of suc¬ 
cess. The lighthouse will do. 

CAN SEXISM make 
women sick? According to 
two American psycholo¬ 
gists it can and, for millen¬ 
nia. it has. 

Professors Brett Sil- 
verstein and Deborah 
Periick, psychologists at 
two New York universities, 
say they have identified a 
syndrome that has afflicted 
talented and ambitious 
women at least since the 
days of the ancient Greeks. 

The symptoms of what 
the)* have christened Anx¬ 
ious Somatic Depression 
Syndrome include eating 
disorders, depression, anxi¬ 
ety. severe head- _ 
aches, insomnia 
and menstrual 
disturbances. 

In a conten¬ 
tious new book. 
The Cost of 
Competence, to 
be published in 
the UK shortly. 
Silverslein and 
Perlick argue 
that these symp¬ 
toms are "all 
components of a ______ 
single disorder . 
that for centuries has 
plagued women who have 
been brought up in gender- 
biased societies". 

Large numbers of smart, 
ambitious women, they 
say. have paid with their 
health and peace of mind 
for wanting to achieve in 
areas traditionally reserved 
for males. 

Their hypothesis is greet¬ 
ed with some scepticism by 
British psychologists and 
psychiatrists. “This is a 
narrowly feminist perspec¬ 
tive." says Dr Janet Trea¬ 
sure, consultant psychi¬ 
atrist at Bcthlem and 
Maudslcy Hospital’s Eat¬ 
ing Disorders Unit in south 
London, “ft is only one way 
of looking at the issnes 
involved and is far from 
bring proved." 

The two American psy¬ 
chologists insist, however, 
that healthcare experts are 
failing to recognise a per¬ 
sistent pattern of illness. 
Victims of their newly- 
named syndrome are 
“women who define them¬ 
selves nontraditionally" — 
females who reject con¬ 
finement within the domes¬ 
tic sphere traditionally 
reserved for women. 

Historical evidence and 

They cite 
the 

daughters 
of Freud, 
Marx and 
Darwin 

modern research alike 
point, they say, to psycho¬ 
logical problems develop¬ 
ing among bright women 
whose fathers value their 
intelligence highly during 
their girlhoods, but whose 
mothers are discouraging. 

“We believe that girls 
treated in this way in 
childhood suffer from later 
problems because they de¬ 
velop childhood aspira¬ 
tions and self-concepts 
built around abilities 
which go 'beyond the femi¬ 
nine ideal’. Because they 
define themselves in ways 
not considered appropriate 

for females, 
they are never 
fully accepted." 

Clear exam¬ 
ples from the 
past, they say. 
include Sig¬ 
mund Freud's 
daughter Anna. 
Karl Marx's El- 
eanore. Charles 
Darwin's Hen¬ 
rietta and Albert 
Einstein’s step- 
daughter Mar- 

' goL who all 
suffered from chronic and 
mysterious illnesses, with 
depression, headaches and 
insomnia. 

The authors measured 
the Incidence among coll¬ 
ege students of purging — 
using laxatives, diuretics or 
self-induced vomiting to 
control weight Among 
women who reported that 
in childhood they placed 
much more importance on 
their own academic 
achievement than on their 
household skills, and that 
their fathers considered 
their mothers unintelli¬ 
gent more than a third 
reported purging. 

Roughly one in five of 
the students said either that 
they felt their mothers had 
been very limited by being 
female, or that they felt 
guilty over having better 
lives than their mothers, or 
that they minimised their 
own accomplishments so 
that their mothers would 
not feel bad about them¬ 
selves. 

Women who reported 
any one of these problems 
were about 20 times as 
likely to list symptoms of 
disordered eating and de¬ 
pressed mood as those who 
did not. 
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our laser skin rejuvenation treatment can reduce 
and remove your lines, wrinkles and acne scars, 
tightening and restoring your skin back to a 
smooth, youthful appearance. 

Even those “bleeding” lipstick lines around 
the lips and loose skin or “crow’s feet" lines 
around the eyes can be reduced and removed. 

In fact, skin blemishes and acne scars can also 
be effectively removed by one of our experienced 
laser FRCS surgeons. 

So telephone one of the numbers below 
and start, looking younger again. 

ALSO AVAILABLE: BODY, BREAST. NOSE. FACE AND LAB RE-SHAPING. EYELID 

nmc asc celliute and fat removal, varicose and thread vhn removal user 

TREATMENTS FOR SNORING PROBLEMS ALSO SPECIALISED SKIN CARE RANGE. 

The Harley Medical Group 
6 Harley Street, London WIN 1AA. Tel: 0171 631 5494. 
Birmingham: 0121 456 4334. Brighton: 01273 324061. Manchester 0161 839 2527. 

■S arW- 

ST T i’ V*. 

Over 75% of business people 
listen to Commercial Radio. 

Commercial Radio reaches more than 75a of all business people cveiy month. That’s around 900.000 ot them. 

More than the daily business roadoiship ui ;;•! u.riiou.il broadsheet newspaper, pul tocher. 

Commercial Radio. Its time has come. 

K3W 

ser¬ 
in 

rie, 
hat 
sto 
?rs. 
i as 
we 
to 

I a 
«L“ 

002 
to 

• on 
ver- 
and 
.991 
d of 
and 
igs- 

r 28 

Mtt* !*H* 

For more Information about advertising on Commercial Radio, contact your advertising agency. 



r 
t 
l 
f 
k 

s 
h 
tl 
u 
ei 
ti 

u, 
Pi 
m 
to 
w 
Pi 
In 
Sr 
wj 
to 

Vc 
m; 
da 
a& 
thi 

no 

Dr 
ch: 
pei 
mo 
livt 
get 
liai 

C 
E 

gist 
tha 
diff. 
son 

TW 
doa 
exal 
wou 
worl 
the 
lead 

At 
havt 
day 
don 
alon 
and 
asbe 
fork 

Th 
mesc 
whic 
mem 

20 

All good 
exams come 

in threes 
The Dearing reforms echo 1944, 

but they will be none the worse 

for that says Pan! Barker 

The rise of the meritoc¬ 
racy continues. Sir Ron 
Dealing's nosebagful of 

new proposals for school 
exams confirms it Sift 
through the chaff of education- 
speak (why do the people who 
oversee teachers always use 
such robotic language?), and 
you will see that essentially Sir 
Ron is continuing the trend 
away from the homogenised, 
pasteurised school. 

This shift began when it 
became dear that in many 
places, especially in doles, the 
comprehensive school and 
mixed-ability classes would 
never deliver the promised 
goods, much less (as egalitari¬ 
ans hoped) the Promised 
Land. Instead of a single, im¬ 
posed pattern, the ideal is now 
for the school to be a kaleido¬ 
scope — a multitude of 
patterns. 

A kaleidoscope has three 
sides. So did the great water¬ 
shed Education Act of 1944, 
It foresaw a grand tripar¬ 
tite system of free grammar 
schools, technical schools and, 
for the rest, secondary mod¬ 
em schools, like all reforms 
in British schools since the 
late Victorians made elemen¬ 
tary education compulsory, 
the Act avowedly aimed at 
catching up with the Ger~ 

Ron _ 
same 
(and 
the 

good 
But the 

never 

mans. Sir 
makes the 
comparison 
tosses in 
Japanese for 
measure), 
vision was 
achieved. Few tech¬ 
nical schools were 
created. Eventually, 
the grammar school 
cream was stirred 
into the secondary modem 
whey. And that, for the time 
being, was that. 

n . n« n__ * 

Meritocrats 

will rise, 

clutching 

their 

diplomas 

relief, as well as their own. 
History never quite repeats 

itself. Far more children were 
consigned to secondary mod¬ 
em schools than will now go 
off down this half-work, half¬ 
school channel. It shows how 
our society has changed, part¬ 
ly through the successes of tea¬ 
chers (sometimes against the 
odds), and partly because of 
the new pattern of jobs. 

The middle ranges of soc¬ 
iety have swelled and. mostly, 
prospered. Their emblematic 
home is much-mocked Milton 
Keynes: as good a symbol as 
one could find of the white- 
collar way that most people 
live now. I can imagine app¬ 
lied A levels in tourism being 
in great demand here. 

But the unskilled are shrink¬ 
ing into what is often called the 
underclass. They are clustered 
in certain city districts (Hack¬ 
ney, Newham) or desolate 
towns (Oldham. Hartlepool). 
It will be a generation before 
we know whether Sir Ron’s 
third way has helped them, or 
hindered them still more. 

Meanwhile, the meritocrats 
will rise and rise, clutching 
their hard-won gold-standard 
diplomas. In a deal specifically 
squared with Labour. Sir Ron 
will look next at the universi¬ 
ties, where a similar tripartite 

division is already 
emerging: the half- 
dozen world-dass 
institutions, the two 
dozen top-of-the- 
range, and the also- 
rans. 

All of this is part 
of a growing cross- 
party consensus on 
education. Remem¬ 
ber that the 1960s 

But Sir Ron is reinventing, if 
not the wheel, then at least the 
kaleidoscope. On the one 
hand, there will be special, 
tougher, A levels — what the 
Education Secretary, Gillian 
Shephard, calls “the gold stan¬ 
dard”. The belief that some 
(such as English) have become 
easier to pass must be rooted 
out. On the other hand, there 
will be new “applied" A levels 
in such subjects as tourism or 
catering (a tarted-up version 
of what until now have been 
called Advanced GNVQs). 
These are the alternative goals 
for pupils who want to stay on 
until 17 or 18, and who should, 

the national interest, be 

orthodoxy was first questioned 
by the last Labour Prime 
Minister, Lord Callaghan. 
Like John Major he is not a 
graduate, and perhaps for that 
reason he knows the value of 
meritocratic achievements. 

T! 

in 
encouraged to da so. 

At present, however, there 
are pupils who find it frustrat¬ 
ing to be obliged even to stay 
on to tire legal leaving age 
of 16. They are sometimes, 
ludicrously, put in for GCSE 
exams, with no hope of getting 
better than the dimmest 
grades. They may even hang 
around after that, for lack of 
alternative ambition. (The 
present bob-a-nob school 
funding system tempts heads 
to ding on to pupils. There’s 
cash in it) But one fifth of 
pupils don't pass a GCSE, at 
any grade, in the crucial 
subjects of English and maths. 

This is the third side of Sir 
Ron’s kaleidoscope. These pu¬ 
pils will be allowed to become 
semi-detached, spending less 
time in school and more on 
work training — to their 
teachers’ and fellow-pupils’ 

I he most notorious re¬ 
marks in our education 
history (public school 

and Oxford) were uttered by 
Anthony Crosland, the minis¬ 
ter who launched the now- 
abandoned homogenisation. 
They are reported in his wife's 
memoir **’If it’s the last thing I 
da I'm going to destroy every 
f**«**g grammar school in 
England,' he said. ‘And Wales. 
And Northern Ireland.’ ‘Why 
not Scotland?3 I asked out of 
pure curiosity. ‘Because their 
schools come under the Secre¬ 
tary of State for Scotland.' He 
began to laugh at his inability 
to destroy their grammar 
schools." 

The present Prime Minister 
may not get the swathe of 
grammar schools revivals he 
called for in a speech last 
week, but these new proposals 
will eventually deliver some¬ 
thing very close. 

Sir Ron is the man trusted, 
by all parties, to carry the 
torch of progress. In old 
arithmetic books, one of the 
the first lessons was the Rule 
of Three. In Latin classes, the 
first text pupils read told them 
that Julius Caesar divided 
Gaul into three parts. It is, 
traditionally, a magic number. 
Let’s hope it casts the spell. 

77ie author is a senior fellow 
of the Institute of Community 
Studies. 

THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 28 1996 

.-l I 

jzm BMiEirjnnus 

Not just bad luck 
I have received an interesting 

letter from Dr Anthony Cullen, 
an agricultural microbiologist 
with veterinary experience. He 

confirms some points I made about 
BSE on Monday, and adds others. 
He agrees that it is an old, but rare, 
disease in cattle, and recalls treating 
a cow with "typical signs of BSE" in 
1962. He agrees that BSE is more 
likely to be a cow rather than a sheep 
prion disease, and points out that 
only one experiment, in the United 
States in 1979, has succeeded in 
infecting cows with scrapie by direct 
injection of sheep brain material. 

In sheep, a susceptibility gene 
determines the infection by scrapie. If 
a similar mechanism exists in other 
animals, then human beings would 
only be infected with BSE if they had 
a genetic susceptibility, in addition to 
coming into contact with the organ¬ 
ism. That would help to account for 
so large a cow epidemic of BSE pro¬ 
ducing so few human cases. Dr Cul¬ 
len adds an interesting comment on 
the epidemic of Creuizfeldr-Jakob 
disease as a result of cannibalism in 
New Guinea. “The women took the 
brain tissue of the dead person and 
pushed it into a bamboo tube before it 
was cooked- It was believed that it 
was the act of stuffing these tubes 
which led to spicules of bamboo 
inoculating the women with infected 
material into the bloodstream 
through minute cuts to thumbs or 
fingers. It seems likely, on general 
principles, that a small dose would be 
infective if inoculated, but a large 
dose would be required by mouth. 
The cases [of BSE] in people have 
often been in meat-handlers." 

Dr Cullen adds modestly that he 
is not an expert in BSE or scrapie. 
Nonetheless, his experience confirms 
that BSE is almost certainly a long¬ 
standing disease in cattle, which does 
not seem to have caused identifiable 
trouble to human beings in the past 
His reference to the susceptibility 
gene—which could have been widely 
transmitted in cows ty a single bull 
through AI — and his suggestion of 
the possible significance of injection, 
all strengthen the view that any 
human epidemic caused by BSE is 
likely to remain a limited one. 

But BSE has become a matter of 
panic, rather than of science. It is also 
becoming increasingly important as 
a political issue, threatening just be¬ 
cause there is a panic, damaging to 
Britain’s relations with Europe, dan¬ 
gerous to the future of the Govern¬ 
ment. Many people are now genuine- 

The Government failed to get a grip 

on BSE and has only itself to blame 

ly frightened of eating beef: even 
those who regard the risk as negligi¬ 
ble are put off by the fact that there is 
a risk at all.-Parents are alarmed by 
the risk to their children. The 
hamburger, whether made of British 
or any other beef, has become an 
object of almost superstitious horror. 

It may be true that one is no more 
likely to catch Creutzfeldt-Jakob from 
British beef than one is to win the Lot¬ 
tery. That is not much of an argu¬ 
ment to use to the British public, 90 
per cent of whom have bought lottery 
tickets in the hope of winning. If one 
applies the simple _ 
test of “how would I 
behave in their 
shoes?" the deci¬ 
sion of the Euro¬ 
pean Union to ban 
British beef was ob¬ 
viously inevitable. 
If the potentially 
diseased animals 

beef, not about European beef. We 
see Europe as wanting to have it both 
ways. The motto of the EU is suppo¬ 
sed to be that of the three musketeers: 
“One for all. all for one." When it 
comes to British beef, we seem to be 
left to fight alone, despite the offer of 
an unspecified amount of cash. 

Yesterday on the Today pro¬ 
gramme. a Swedish lady explained 
that Britain could not expect to win 
every issue in Europe. (The Swedish 
accent can sound unbearably conde¬ 
scending to the British ear.) The 
trouble is that we do not think that we 

win any issues now¬ 
adays.* The Euro¬ 
pean beef ban has 
come at a difficult 
moment, before the 
Turin conference 
and tite 1GC. How- 
can any British 
Government make 
concessions on such 

were German or French, and the ban 
were being imposed to protect British 
beef-eaters and cattle, there would 
scarcely be a single vote for letting the 
alien beef into this country. It is no 
good our huffing and puffing about 
the veterinary evidence. Once the 
Secretary of State had admitted the 
ten human cases of probable BSE 
infection, the argument was 
irresistible. 

The rest of the world has seen 
things in the same way as the Euro¬ 
pean Union. The United States, 
which believes, almost certainly 
wrongly, that it has never had a case 
of BSE. banned British beef as long 
ago as 1989, and is now thinking of 
tanning beef from other EU coun¬ 
tries as well. South Korea has not 
only banned British beef, but is 
conducting searches of aU flights 
arriving from Britain to make sure 
that the passengers are not smug¬ 
gling in the odd side of beef. 

The fact that Britain would have 
behaved exactly like the rest of the 
European Union if the situation were 
reversed has not made the European 
decision any more palatable here. As 
the British see it. the EU has a bad 
common agricultural policy which 
operates against Britain's interests. 
Now that Britain has a particular 
agricultural problem, and a big one, 
the talk of Brussels is about British 

issues as majority voting when the 
British believe that they will always 
be ruthlessly outvoted? Any European observer who, 

imagines that this would be 
easier for Tony Blair and 
the Labour Party does not 

understand the present mood of the 
British public. We feel thar we have 
been getting the wrong end of the 
European deal; we feel that British 
interests are always subordinate to 
those of the Franco-German alliance. 
Tony Blair cannot afford to fight the 
next general election as the Kahl- 
Ghirac candidate. As with the beef 
panic, the psychology of the British 
reaction to Europe has become a poli¬ 
tical reality in its own right. The 
Government's handling of the BSE 
epidemic raises the same issues as 
the Scott report. That left an unforget¬ 
table picture of a Government which 
had lost its administrative grip. One 
could even feel sorry for ministers, 
who seemed to be as bewildered by 
the system they had to operate as any¬ 
one outside might be. There does not 
seem to have been much to choose be¬ 
tween their handling of BSE and that 
of arms to Iraq — except that the pub- • 
lie cares much more about BSE. The 
same doubts exist about the honesty 
of a series of official statements. After 
1989, the scientific position, on the 

best available advice, was that there 
was very little risk of BSE infecting 
human beings. Ministers, particular¬ 
ly John Gummer at agriculture and 
Kenneth Clarke at health. Interpreted 
that as “no risk", though that was 
neither an honest nor a prudent 
interpretation of the scientific evi¬ 
dence, and has since been contradict¬ 
ed by further evidence. 

The Government failed for nearly 
ten years to get a grip either on the 
epidemic itsdf or on the safety mea¬ 
sures in the abattoirs. If there had 
been comprehensive action after 1986 
or 1989, the epidemic could probably 
have been contained ax a much lower 
level, and British beef might now be 
as safe as some ministers say it is. 
This lack of grip is only too evident 
The Minister of Agriculture thinks 
slaughtering is necessary: the Secre¬ 
tary of State.for Health thinks it is not 
justified on the scientific evidence. 
The Treasury does not want to pay 
for iL The Prime Minister thinks it 
should go ahead. One has to go bade 
almost as far as the Hoare-Laval 
Pact, 60 years ago. to find a similar 
spectade of a Government which had 
so lost control of events. 

This Government has also com¬ 
pletely lost the confidence of the 
farming community and of most 
people in the countryside. The farm¬ 
ers were involved in this catastrophe 
by unpublicised changes in the 
practices of feed merchants and in the 
relevant government regulations. 
Nearly half the cattle farms, and 
more than half of the specialist beef 
producers, have still never had a case 
of BSE. Even those who have suffered 
from BSE are involved in a catastro¬ 
phe not of their own malting — they 
never decided to feed cow meat to 
cows, and were almost all unaware 
that this was what they were doing. 
Those fanners who have had no 
cases, whose herds are BSE-free, are 
producing wholly safe beef which is 
regarded by their customers as 
wholly suspect Both groups find 
their survival threatened, and they 
blame it on the weakness of ministers 
and on lack of frankness in the past 

No doubt the Government is un¬ 
lucky. It started the year hoping for a 
political recovery. As soon as minis¬ 
ters thought they had got over Scott 
by a one vote victory, they found 
themselves faced with "mad cow" 
disease. Who would have expected 
that? But politicians make their own 
luck. When governments fail to get 
on top of events, events will always 
get on top of them. 

Labour day 
NEW YORK is to unbutton its 
embonpoint and embrace Tony 
Blair. The Labour leader, who 
yesterday announced that every 
cloth-cap member of his party will 
be able to vote on its manifesto, is 
to be guest of honour at a E75CFa- 
head lunch next month organised 
by the British American Chamber 
or Commerce. He will be given the 
sort of treatment that would have 
Donald Trump salivating over his 
foulard tie. 

The seven-courser at the Empire 
State Ballroom of the Grand Hyatt 
hotel is uncharted water for Lab¬ 
our. Previous speakers at the 
chamber’s big events include Bar¬ 
oness Thatcher and John Major 
but Blair is the first Opposition 
leader, let alone Labour politician, 
to speak to the gathering in living 
memory. 

Whenever Neil Kinnock crossed 
tire Atlantic in the 1980s, he was 
kept waiting by the American big 
guns, or passed on to low-ranking 
officials. But before his big day in 
New York, Blair will be holding 
summit-style talks with President 
Qin ton and Vice President Gore, 
men of his own age with whom he 
is politically sympathetic. To show 
he is not all left-sided, however, he 

will also be meeting Nixon’s Secre¬ 
tary of State, Henry Kissinger. 

Tables for ten are being hawked 
round the Big Apple at £7300 each. 
Champagne socialists may be dis¬ 
appointed that the cash isn't going 
to new Labour coffers — but, my 
dears, what an honour for Tony. 

Hardy and. unable to find his 
address, sent its missive to his local 
library in Dorchester. "Dear 
Thomas Hardy." says the letter, 
“what do you think about the use 
of computers in libraries?” County 
librarian Carteton Earl is unim¬ 
pressed: “Geography’s all right, 
but they should jolly well mug up 
on their history." 

Yorkie bar 

Stamp. Across the face is written 
“Shrirapton" while the back is en¬ 
graved: “With love Terry". 
Shrimpton writes tersely of the 
watch in her autobiography: "I 
gave that away in later years. I 
didn’t need reminding of my 
name." 

Bath oils 

• Literary news: Bertelsmann, the 
publishing giant from the Ruhr 
Valley, has written to Thomas 

YET MORE bovine information 
from Harriet, my uncle Roddy's 
confused raooer. Those two pillars 
of Britishness, the clergy and farm¬ 
ers. have succumbed to the beef 
madness. 

Beef is off at Bishopthorpe. the 
home of Dr David Hope, Arch¬ 
bishop of York, and a fixture on the 
northern meat circuit. Much 
missed already are Hopes home¬ 
made cottage pies — guaranteed to 
make even the sturdiest Mothers’ 
Union member tremble — and the 
pastry pies made by a fiendishly 
talented palace chef. 

Meanwhile, in a survey in Farm¬ 
ing News, it is reported that while 
97 per cent of fanners vow to have 
roast bed for Sunday lunch, 65 per 
cent feebly confessed to having 
been put off their offal. 

ution to the beef crisis? f spotted 
him, napkin to his chin, tucking in 
heartily to a kangaroo steak the 
other night in London's West End- 

Priceless 

“Sorry Pedtitt, John Major 
studies only goes up to O leret 

• Could Terry Major-Ball have 
found his own, idiosyncratic sol- 

LISTEN for the dull dank of me¬ 
dallion on chest at Phillips Auc¬ 
tioneers next month as Romeos of a. 
certain age bid for relics from the 
love lives of Brigitte Bardot, Jean 
Shrimpton and Jean Simmons. 

The lots indude lipstick holders, 
watches and zings given to the 
three by their onetime lovers. The 
women dearly ignored the words 
of Zsa Zsa Gabor, no slouch in 
these matters: “Give bad; die ring, 
if you must dahhling,” she advised, 
“but keep the diamond.” 

Of particular interest is a gold 
watch in the sale, given to Miss 
Shrimpton. by the actor Terence 

THE MARQUESS of Bath and his 
wifelet were scrutinising Gray 
Jolliffe's saucy cartoons with an in¬ 
tensity that only a connoisseur of 
erotic art could muster on Tuesday 
night at an exhibition in the Gros- 
venor House hold. He explained 
he was not inclined to buy any of 
the works: “I prefer to paint my 
own." 

The pigtailed aristocrat's latest 
project is a series of heads of his 
ancestors around a spiral staircase 
at LongleaL "1 have already com¬ 
pleted a series of heads of my loved 
ones,"he says, "now I am doing the 
crowned heads." 

Princess Margaret take-away 

Palace pies 
THE BINDIS and bhajis which I 
revealed are ferried regularly from 
Kuldeep Makhm’s international 
restaurant in Mayfair to Bucking¬ 
ham Palace are not the only take¬ 
away meals enjoyed by members 

of the Royal Family. 
A restaurant in Kensington 

wjuch was frequented by Princess 
Margaret in the 1960s - and 
named Maggie Jones at the time of 
her marriage to Antony Arm- 
strong-Jones - supplies Kensing¬ 
ton Palace with pies. 

“The ladies-in-waiting come 
down with their bowls and the 
fotchen makes something up for 
them." says a regular. “They love 
“If® fisherman’s and steak turn sisa&K 

and kidney. Can’t get enough of 

P-H-S 

Labour 
bound by 

ballot 
Peter Riddell 

on Blair’s bid to 

outflank revolt 

Tony Blair’s decision to ballot 
Labour Party members this 
autumn on a draft o* ,ts 

manifesto is his most important 
initiative since the rewriting 
of Clause Four, ft is intended not 
only to demonstrate the substance of 
new Labour, but also to improve the 
prospects for success in office. 

Mr Blair is haunted by the failure 
of the last two Labour Governments. 
He believes they foundered in part 
because they lost the support of party 
activists. There was a conflict be¬ 
tween the the policies of the party at 
an election and subsequent con¬ 
straints which leaders faced in office. 
This produced constant tension be¬ 
tween the party and government, as 
revealed in the diaries and memoirs 
of the 1960s and 1970s. 

The antics of the party conference 
and of the national executive, includ¬ 
ing left-wing ministers such as Tony 
Benn, in rejecting government poli¬ 
cies were a constant irritation to 
Harold Wilson and James Calla¬ 
ghan. This fostered a myth of 
betrayal, and fuelled a dramatic 
swing to the left after the party lost 
office in 1970 and 1979. At the party 
conference in the autumn of 1979. 
MPs and former ministers were 
booed by delegates, and treated as 
traitors. They were accused of aban¬ 
doning the policies of the party. The 
only way the leadership could assert 
authority was by relying on trade 
union bloc votes to counteract constit¬ 
uency activists. 

Mr Blair is trying to avoid these 
traps by caution about promises and 
by binding in the party, and also 
Labour MPs. from the start. The. 
most distinctive feature of Mr Blair’s 
leadership has been his desire to go 
over the heads of party activists — as 
well as union leaders — to the wider 
membership. One-member, one-vote 
in party decisions has worked strong¬ 
ly in his favour, not least because the 
membership has risen by nearly a 
half to 365,000 over the past two 
years, and many of these new 
members are keen Blairites. Not only did Mr Blair receive 

strong support from individ- , 
ual party members when he 

was elected leader in July 1994, butte 
also won the 85 per cent backing of • 
members over the rewriting of Clause 
Four last April This was despite 
early opposition from some left-wing 
activists and votes against change by 
the two largest unions. 

The party constitution was amend¬ 
ed last October to allow for member¬ 
ship ballots on major policy and 
other questions. The party confer¬ 
ence, where the unions still have 50 
per- cent of the votes, remains 
sovereign, but in practice a mass 
ballot mil have greater legitimacy. A 
series of policy documents appearing 
over a few months will be brought 
together in an early version of the 
manifesto in June, before being 
debated at the party conference in 
October and then going to a ballot 
shortly afterwards. 

Mr Blair is adamant that this will 
be a tight document—no "shopping- 
list of policies starting with agricul¬ 
ture and aiding with zoos", as Robin 
Cook put it Instead, there are likely 
to be a few “flagship" policies, 
symbolising how Labour would be 
different from the Tories, such as the 
individual learning accounts for 
training being published later today. 
Gordon Brown says detailed propos¬ 
als on tax will not come until the full 
election manifesto, in part because of 
the probability of further tax cuts in 
November. June’s document will avoid the 

detailed and ultimately counter¬ 
productive pledges on tax, child 

benefits and pensions which John 
Smith made before the 1992 election 
The statement is likely to be sparse— 
making a virtue of its absence of 
wish-lists and its stress on hard, 
choices, with resources being shifted 
within existing budgets. The risk is , 
that it will be bland. Following the 
1987 and 1992 defeats. Labour leaders, 
are obsessed with not saying anjjA 
thing which allows the Tories to. ; 
accuse them of favouring higher '; 
public spending and taxes. •" 

The process matters as much as the * 
substance. As Mr Blair said, the bal- 
lot “will give the party an opportunity 
actively to pledge their support.-for •”* 
the Labour programme for govent . 
menr. The unstated corollary is foal : 
activists should complain later about ■> . 
tte programme, and if, or ratter, 
when, ministers have to take tough ’ i.. 
economic derisions in office. Mr Blair 
wants to ensure that not only are no? • 
extravagant promises made but thaf - 
the party is explicitly committed to..' 
what is promised. y 

The move may be bold, but it -. 
should not be rislcy. Members are 
being offered a straight yes or no: the . 
main doubt is over the Jewel of turn- 
out But merely by launching the 
ocerase, Mr Blair has given the lea¬ 
dership and the party a focus and 
something to do over the long pre- .. 
election period. The prize is that 
Labour could take office in a year or 
so on a realistic programme which - . 
the party has endorsed. He wants to 
show that Blain'sm is backed by the 
party. But he will not confuse a desire - 
to wui with unconditional support . . 
Mr Blair could still face plenty’of 
rumblings and party rows if he wins 
power. New Labour may be in con- ’’ 
trol, but old Labour is not dead yet ¬ 
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ACADEMIC QUESTIONS 
The A level should not be debased 

Sir Ron Ctearing certainly deserves full 
marks for effort. His 150-paee repon on the 
future of education for those aged between 16 
and 19 makes nearly' 200 recommendations 
Sir Ron hopes his suggestions will simplify 
the structure of qualifications for school- 
leavers. increase the numbers who have 
something to show' for their studies, broaden 
the range of important skills acquired and 
improve standards overall. It is art am¬ 
bitious programme, and several of his 
proposals are worthwhile. Bur, far from 
strengthening the A level, die "gold stan¬ 
dard" of the education svstem. “there are 
reasons to fear that Sir Ron’s suggestions 
may leave it subtlv debased. 

The area most immediatelv in need of 
improvement is technical arid vocational 
education. The system of General National 
Vocational Qualifications (GNVQs) and 
NVQs does not enjoy parity of esteem with 
A-levels. The vocational qualifications are 
widely perceived to be less rigorously 
policed. Nevertheless, the number of pupils 
who do not complete the course is still higher 
than among those attempting A levels. 

Sir Ron. rightly, argues GNVQs would 
command greater respect if external assess¬ 
ment were used more widely. Outside 
verification that standards have been 

tfireached will enhance the credibility' of the 
qualification. Other recommendations in¬ 
tended to increase the status of GNVQs are 
more questionable. Bringing together the 
two regulatory bodies, the School Curricu¬ 
lum and Assessment Authority and the 
National Council for Vocational Qualifica¬ 
tions, as well as constructing the initial 
syllabuses to allow pupils to switch at an 
early stage between A level and GNVQ in 
similar fields appears efficient. Some pupils 
may gain from the flexibility but others 
could suffer from a levelling down of 
standards between technical and academic 
courses, over time. 

The proposal to rename the GNVQ the 
“applied A level" is also of dubious virtue. 
Calling polytechnics universities has not 
improved the quality of their education. 
GNVQs will command respect by guar- 

PAIN FOR GAIN 
Cruelty, charity and the RSPCA 

Britain's charities are the mirrors which re¬ 
flect our concerns as a society. From these 
institutions — which span the range from 
the educational and the religious to the 
recreational and the eccentric — one learns 
as much about the moral inclinations of 
Britons as one does from Parliament from 
the English language and from the country’s 
press. No charity has been more emblematic 
of these concerns than the Royal Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
(RSPCA). 

Yet the RSPCA. today, is a body which 
appears to have lost a little of its direction. 
The country's largest charity — it has over 
200 branches, each registered separately 
with the Charity Commission — was 
conceived originally to address everyday 
acts of cruelty and barm to animals. 
Painfully tethered dogs, maltreated cats, fox 
cubs, badgers and swans that swallow 
fishing tackle were the familiar subjects of 
its campaigns. As a nation. Britons abhor 
wanton cruelty to animals and the RSPCA, 
by popular support, was the body which best 
endeavoured to protect animals from 
unthinking inhumanity. 

The animal charity, however, has veered 
some distance away from its original, 
unimpeachable trajectory. The Charity 
Commissioners, who oversee the activities of 
institutions such as the RSPCA. have now 
alerted the animal body to a potentially 
costly risk: stop campaigning against those 
activities which are "beneficial to the 
community" or you will endanger your 

charitable status. The commissioners have 
in mind, specifically, the RSPCA* campaign 
against animal vivisection, commonly con¬ 
ducted by the medical community in pursuit 
of their scientific ends. 

The commissioners are right, and their di¬ 
rective must not be misunderstood. Under a 
complex mixture of statute and common 
law, charities are organisations which enjoy 
tax exemptions by particular virtue of their 
activities: these must be for the public be¬ 
nefit, and can include animal welfare. But 
the courts have refused consistently to re¬ 
cognise political objects as “charitable", and 
this must include a campaign to put a stop to 
vivisection. Such experiments are entirely 
lawful, and a campaign to procure a change 
in the law is an inherently political cam¬ 
paign. 

The RSPCA is not the first major charity to 
fall foul of the commissioners in this way. 
Oxfam was given warning often over its 
campaigns to end apartheid in South Africa, 
and over pamphlets urging the cancellation 
of Third World debt The point is not that 
such campaigns — whether against apart¬ 
heid or animal vivisection — are inherently 
undesirable; in fact, both, in their respective 
times, have enjoyed considerable popular 
appeal in this country. The real issue is whe¬ 
ther a charitable organisation’s income 
should, in the circumstances, enjoy exemp¬ 
tion from income tax, corporation tax and 
capital gains tax. There is no reason why it 
should, if it exceeds the bounds allowed to it 
by law. 

OUR FRETFUL RELATIONS 
A good judgement from the Strasbourg court 

At a time when decisions taken by pan- 
European institutions are not popular with 
everyone in Britain, let us pause to cheer a 
commonsense judgment issued yesterday 
from the European Court of Human Rights 
in Strasbourg. British judges had previously 
insisted that a journalist William Goodwin, 
reveal the name of a source who had been 
assured anonymity; they had ifined me 

■reporter when he refused. Tne ECHK 
rejected these derisions — and rightly so. 

Mr Goodwin has emerged victorious from 
a Ions and wearisome struggle. Back in 19S9 
and only a few months out of university in 
his first job on The Engineer, he received a 
leak of some internal figures from inside a 
company which was in the course o/ramng 
fresh capital. Alerted to Mr Ctoodwms 
knowledge before anything was P™ted. the 
company won an injunction to suppress any 

Sof to name. let .1 
plans. Mr Goodwin was then pressed J? 
reveal his source. He conswienriy nefosed, 
lost cases in the High Court and House of 
Lords and was fined £5.000. . . . 

As similar cases have revealed, British 
judges think they smell humbug whenthey 
are faced with journalists claiming that a 
promise of anonymity mtist overnde a 
court’s demand to reveal a source. In the 
House of Lords, Lord Bridge wondered 
omloud at Mr Goodwin5 "extraordinary 
attitude that he was entitled to set the lawat 
noughf He puts his duty to his profession 

above his duty to obey the law. 

To no avail Mr Goodwin’s lawyers 
pointed out that their client had no problem 
with the law in general but only with the 
courts’ request for a name which his word to 
his source prevented him revealing. How¬ 
ever the courts maintained that the compa¬ 
ny’s access to justice overrode Mr Goodwin's 
promise. 

Contrast Lord Bridge* vain pronounce¬ 
ments with yesterday* judgment The 
judges of Strasbourg point out that two 
competing public interests,' freedom of 
expression and justice, must be seen in 
proportion. Only exceptional difficulties and 
dangers — prevention of crime or risk to life 
and limb — should justify a demand for a 
journalist to break his word. The fine 
imposed on Mr Goodwin was not “nec¬ 
essary in a democratic society" for the 
protection of the company* rights under 
English law. 

The European Court of Human Rights 
lost its own sense of proportion at the end of 
its judgment Journalists should be entitled 
to compensation, the judges opined, for the 
“mental anguish and anxiety of being 
threatened with imprisonment for obeying 
their conscience and their ethical duties." 
Mr Goodwin had not sought compensation 
for his mental anguish since he quite rightly 
considers this kind of legal fight a natural 
and occupational hazard of journalism. 
Relations between the press and authorities 
are essentially fretful and should remain 

able to be so. 
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anteeing over time a nationally agreed level 
of expertise in a specific field. They should 
seek io command respect in their own right, 
noi by riding on the reputation of another 
examination. 

The A level itself is under threat in two 
small, but significant, ways. The first is Sir 
Ron's suggested new umbrella qualification, 
the “National Advanced Diploma". This is 
designed to ensure school-leavers study 
across a broader spectrum but. in doing so. 
runs counter to the spirit of specialisation 
that makes the A level system so attractively 
rigorous. Moreover, the Diploma treats 
technical and academic qualifications in 
such a way as to potentially lessen the 
distinction between the two. The Diploma is 
also designed to entrench “key skills" in 
“number" and “literacy". Sir Ron* aim is 
admirable. But if pupils cannot count and 
communicate by the time they are 16 a new 
piece of paper is unlikely to help. 

The other erosion of excellence is the 
ascendancy of the “modular" approach to 
Alevels. Sir Ron wisely notes that the 
modules are popular with A level students 
because they allow sections of the course to 
be sat. and re-sat, in such a way as to bump 
up marks overall. Ffewer and fewer pupils 
earn the marks to pass their A levels at the 
final exam. A level grades have been rising 
slowly even though a far larger proportion 
of the school population now take A levels, 
arousing strong suspicion that with, among 
other things, the growth of modular teach¬ 
ing, the qualification is easier to acquire. 

Sir Ron is alive to the weakness of the 
modular system but that does not stop him 
arguing for an eventual unified approach 
where half the marks for the A level come 
from modules, half from the final exam. 
Modular teaching is the enemy of excellence 
and a bidden danger in an ever-more 
competitive world. Sir Ron should not -be 
giving it any encouragement The A level is 
tiie qualification to which pupils aspire and 
which employers respect Specialist know¬ 
ledge, sophisticated skills and tough final 
examinations are its hallmarks. The Gov¬ 
ernment should get bade to those basics. 

Some lessons and warnings from Britain’s BSE disaster 
From Professor Harold Stem 

Sir, The recent pronouncements of 
ministers on the safety of British beef 
provide a prime example of danger¬ 
ous, authoritative conclusions that 
consistently ignore basic facts. In par¬ 
ticular. statements that the hazard of 
BSE resides only in the brain and spi¬ 
nal cord and other offal and thai “qua¬ 
lity" beef, such as steaks and ribs, is 
safe could well be erroneous. Muscle 
is riddled with nerve fibres in com¬ 
munication with the central nervous 
system and along which the infecting 
agent could travel. 

The fact that it is only in the brain 
and spinal cord and some other Offal 
that the agent of BSE can be delected 
by animal inoculation in the laborat¬ 
ory is nothing but an indication of the 
insensitivity of the techniques cur¬ 
rently available to us. 

Moreover, to ask a committee to 
consider whether children are more 
susceptible to the disease is ridiculous. 
Is it all right to institute measures to 
protect children bur to continue to ex- 

_ pose young adults to the infection? 
There is no information available 

on the infecting dose for humans, but 
this may not be large, as Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob disease (CJD) has been effect¬ 
ively transmitted by comeal trans¬ 
plants taken from patients without 
clinical evidence of foe disease. 

The occurrence of CJD in 10 young 
adults in one country, some undoubt¬ 
edly exposed to infected cattle, within 
a relatively short period of time (rep¬ 
ort and lading article, March 21) is 
unique in medical literature. No rep¬ 
utable medical scientist can ignore 
this fact, and extreme caution should 
therefore be exercised when discuss¬ 
ing the safety of beef. 

This must be the case when dealing 
with a clinically dreadful disease, 
which is, as for as we know, invari¬ 
ably fatal and for which there is no 
treatment 

Only complete eradication of the 
cattle population can remedy the pro¬ 
blem. The number of cases of BSE 
may now be diminishing but we can¬ 
not be certain that foe infection will 
not eventually stabilise in herds, with 

increasing length of foe incubation 
period and increasing numbers of an¬ 
imals apparently healthy but infected. 

Yours faithfully, 
HAROLD STERN 
(Professor Emeritus of Virology. 
University of London). 
16 Hill Rise, 
Hampstead Garden Suburb, NWI1. 
March 27. 

From Mr Henry Edmunds 

Sir, In 1988 the Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture initiated a scrapie monitoring 
scheme for sheep. 1 was one of the or¬ 
iginal participants in this and have 
supported it subsequently. A propor¬ 
tion of my sheep are culled each year 
and their brains examined for the pre¬ 
sence of scrapie. In foe event of being 
able to demonstrate two years free of 
the disease the Dock then achieves 
export status. 

This scheme would, in my view, be 
equally applicable to cattle. Each herd 
should be rested in this way and only 
those achieving a BSE-free status all¬ 
owed to market their stock through 
foe normal channels. In this way all 
herds carrying tile disease would be 
identified. 

Yours faithfully. 
HENRY EDMUNDS. 
The Cholderton Estate, 
The Estate Office, 
Cholderton, Salisbury. Wiltshire. 
March 26. 

From Mr Andrew Smyth 

Sir, As a manufacturer, my company 
exists in a fiercely competitive envir¬ 
onment relying on our own efforts for 
its success or failure. We would not 
expect to be shown much consider¬ 
ation if we made products which were 
dangerous to our customers. 

Agriculture, by contrast, is a busi¬ 
ness whose success is further subsid¬ 
ised by taxpayers. Not content with 
this, when selling products which 
might kill their customers, it seems 
that formers, to use the word in to¬ 
day* extraordinary letter from Mr 
Caspar Bush, “require” compensation 
for their mistakes. 

What hope is there for any respon¬ 
sibility in an industry which is appar¬ 
ently so completely cocooned from the 
effects of its own mistakes? 

Yours faithfully. 
ANDREW SMYTH. 
15 Camden Square. NW1. 
March 26. 

From Professor Sam Ahmedzai 

Sir. On your letters page (March 25) 
Mr Derek Nimmo asks whether the 
Beefsteak Club should change its 
name to the Lamb Chop Club and the 
chef proprietor of a restaurant reports 
foar 47 per cent of his diners are still 
eating beef. 

Oh dear, it really is spreading. 

Yours faithfully. 
SAM AHMEDZAI. 
23a South bourne Road. 
Sheffield. South Yorkshire. 
March 25. 

From Mr Richard Smith 

Sir. Profit. Public health scare. Mar¬ 
ket collapse. Compensation. Profit. 

Not exactly an agricultural revolu¬ 
tion. just more of the same old tricks. 
The only difference with this method 
of subsidy farming is that first you put 
the consumers’ health at risk and then 
you get the consumer to pay to have 
the danger removed. 

Have we all gone soft in the head? 

Yours faithfully. 
R. A SMITH. 
Waney Hill, 
Theydon Road, Epping. Essex. 
March 26. 

From MrB. R. Yates 

Sir, Your headline (March 27) an¬ 
nounces, “Cabinet may accept call for 
slaughter". At last, a useful sugges¬ 
tion. but foe question remains whe¬ 
ther we should slaughter foe whole 
Cabinet or just those members who 
have reached the end of their useful 
working lives. 

Yours faithfully. 
B. R. YATES. 
Aston House. 
MorviUe, Bridgnorth. Shropshire. 

n Ireland Tories National interest in Europe’s union 
From Dr Esmond Bimie 

Sir, The Prime Minister and Secretary 
of State for Ireland have both rightly 
stressed the importance of all gen¬ 
uinely democratic parties participat¬ 
ing in foe forthcoming Fbrum elec¬ 
tions in Northern Ireland-1 therefore 
find it bizarre that Conservative Cen¬ 
tral Office should apparently judge it 
inappropriate for the Conservative 
Party itself to contest these elections. 

It would seem that foe 45.000 Con¬ 
servative voters in Northern Ireland 
in the 1992 general election are now to 
be disenfranchised. Perhaps the party 
leadership will tdl us which other 
party we should vote for? 

The December 1993 Downing Street 
declaration proclaimed that our Gov¬ 
ernment has "... no selfish strategic 
or economic interest in Northern Ire¬ 
land” Should we now conclude that 
one logical implication of this is that 
tiie Conservative Party has no “elec¬ 
toral interest" in the province? If this 
were true then it woult be a sad posi¬ 
tion for both the party and the people 
of Northern Ireland. 

Perhaps the deduction we should 
draw from this and Dr Brian Maw- 
hinney* own political career is that 
foe only way for an Ulsterman to get 
on in Tory politics is to emigrate from 
Northern Ireland to Great Britain. 

Yours faithfully, 
ESMOND BIRNTE 
(Deputy Chairman. Conservative 
Area Council, Northern Ireland), 
c/o Apartment 22, 
Ashleigh Manor, 
Windsor Avenue, Belfast 
March 26. 

Popular classics 
From Mr John Woolf 

Sir. The argument as to the artistic 
integrity of musical soundbites (let¬ 
ters, March 23,26) is very enjoyable. I 
cannot resist throwing in the fact that, 
in addition to making his recording of 
foe Rosenkovalier waltzes in the 
1920s, Strauss agreed to do so with 
only three first violins, compared with 
the 14 or more he would have been 
used to in the opera house. 

I had the pleasure of knowing one of 
foe three in later life George 
Whitaker, a child prodigy who played 
in Sir Henry Wood’s orchestra, aged 
15. became a front-desk player in the 
London Symphony Orchestra, was a 
fine chess player, an enthusiastic 
walker across large tracts of North 
Africa, and. like Strauss, a practical 
man. 

Becoming an elderly postman on 
retirement to Chalfant St Giles, he 
ensured his deliveries by making 
them in waltztime on a large tricycle. 

Yours faithfully, 
JOHN WOOLF 
(Director), 
Park Lane Group. 
Bedford Chambers, 
Covent Garden Piazza, WC2. 
March 26. 
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From Mr Michael Welsh 

Sir. if justification were needed for 
Helmut Kohl* Louvain speech (re¬ 
port. February 3; leading article, Feb¬ 
ruary 5), when he warned ofthepoten- 
tial for disaster if the European Union 
were to break up, h is supplied by Bill 
Cash* piece. “A party of foe nation?" 
(March 21). 

There may be a case for saying that 
Britain* national interest can be ser¬ 
ved only if she opts out of the process 
of European integration, but Cash 
goes much further. According to him. 
if 14 other independent sovereign 
states are not prepared voluntarily to 
accept an entirely British agenda, they 
should be compelled to do so. perhaps 
by use of a veto of the inter-gov¬ 
ernmental conference. 

This is certainly nationalist, but it is 
profoundly undemocratic. The inevit¬ 
able result would be a return to econ¬ 
omic nationalism, protection and foe 
balkanisaticm of Western Europe. 

Conservatives in the House of Com¬ 
mons and elsewhere who think of 
themselves as Euro-sceptic must won¬ 
der whether they go along with all 
this. 

Sentences such as “We have been 
treated with too much contempt for 
too long by those with whom we have 
tried to cooperate" have the authentic 
ring of Bismarck and foe 1930s dic¬ 
tators; they have nothing whatever to 
do with Disraeli* generous vision of a 
party of One Nation. 

The test to be applied is hcrw we — 
let alone Bill Cash — would have re¬ 
acted if a similar piece, mutotis 
mutandis, had appeared in Die ZeiL 

Yours truly. 
MICHAEL WELSH 
(Chief Executive). 
Action Centre for Europe Ltd, 
181 Town Lane. Whittle le Woods. 
Chorley, Lancashire. 
March 22. 

China and Taiwan 
From the Ambassador of the 
Peoples Republic of China 

Sir. I was shocked by the leading 
articles on the Taiwan question in 
your paper (March 12 and 19). Taiwan 
has been an inalienable part of China 
since ancient times, and the Taiwan 
question is entirely China* internal 
affair. This is a fact rerognised by the 
international community. 

Since the People* Republic of 
China was founded, most countries in 
foe world, including the United 
States, have recognised the Govern¬ 
ment of the People* Republic of China 
as the sole legal government of China 
and Taiwan as a part of China. 

Nothing but the claim that denies 
this fact is “dangerous nonsense" as 
you argue, and the Taiwan question 
brooks no foreign interference, in 
whatever form or under whatever pre- 
texL It is the sacred right of each and 
every sovereign state and a funda¬ 
mental principle of international law 
to safeguard national unity and territ¬ 
orial integrity. 

The recent tension in foe Taiwan 
Strait was entirely a result of foe Tai¬ 
wan authorities’ advocating “Tai¬ 
wan* independent*" and their intens¬ 
ified efforts in creating “one China, 
one Taiwan" or "two Chinas". The 
United States shoulders unshirkable 

From Miss Barbara Hewson 

Sir, I find Nicholas Budgen* article 
fEU law must be disobeyed". March 
20) absurd. 

What Euro-sceptic MPs omit to tell 
us is that EU law. which is part of the 
law of the land, is instrumental in pro¬ 
tecting ordinary citizens against ab¬ 
uses of power by the executive. No 
wonder a centralist government like 
ours despises foe European Court of 
Justice, which for years has done 
nothing more than maintain the rule 
of law. which the United Kingdom 
pledged to uphold as long ago as 1972. 

EU law helps foe little person: foe 
woman unfairly sacked on grounds of 
pregnancy: the speech therapist de¬ 
nied equal pay for work of equal val¬ 
ue; the bather who complains about 
our polluted beaches; the British tour¬ 
ist assaulted outside a Paris metro, de¬ 
nied compensation by foe French Cri¬ 
minal Injuries Compensation Board 
because he is not French; foe British 
tourist prosecuted for failing lo report 
herself as an “alien" to foe public se¬ 
curity authorities in Italy: foe Greek 
couple prosecuted by the German au¬ 
thorities just because the wife had for¬ 
gotten to exchange her perfectly valid 
Greek driving licence for a German 
one. 

All foe recent fisheries case (report, 
March 6; letters March 11, 12, 20. 25} 
has decided is that UK courts shall de¬ 
termine whether or not the UK Gov¬ 
ernment “gravely and manifestly" ex¬ 
ceeded the bounds of its discretion in 
passing the Merchant Shipping Act 
1988. What on earth is wrong with 
that? Only a Government with some¬ 
thing to hide would complain so bit¬ 
terly at foe prospect of judicial scru¬ 
tiny in our national courts. 

Yours faithfully. 
BARBARA HEWSON. 
12 Gray* Inn Square, WC1. 
March 20. 

responsibility for this as well. It is the 
US rather than China that has viol¬ 
ated the three Sino-US joint commu¬ 
niques. 

The wrong decisions of the United 
Slates to sell arms to Taiwan and per¬ 
mit Lee Teng-hui to visit the United 
States encouraged foe pro-independ¬ 
ence forces in Taiwan to go further, 
thus creating new serious obstacles to 
foe settlement of the Taiwan question 
and the development of Sino-US rel¬ 
ations. 

The Chinese Government stands 
for. and has been working persistently 
for, a peaceful reunification of China 
based on the formula of one country, 
two systems. China* policy of not re¬ 
nouncing foe use of force is not dir¬ 
ected against theTaiwan compatriots, 
but against foreign forces interfering 
in China* reunification and attempts 
in Taiwan seeking independence. 

Peaceful reunification is foe com¬ 
mon aspiration of ail the Chinese 
people. The Chinese Government and 
people will never permit foe separa¬ 
tion of Taiwan from China. 

Sincerely yours. 
JIANG ENZHU, 
Embassy of the People* 
Republic of China. 
49-51 Portland Place. Wl. 

Business letters, page 29 

Claims to the fame 
of Robin Hood 
From Mr Brian Alderson 

Sir. Yorkshire must reclaim its own. 
Nottingham* adoption of Robin 
Hood has always been an opportunist 
publicity stum, and as you suggest in 
your leader (March 2b). the outlaw is 
essentially a Yorkshireman. Indeed, 
foe most precise map reference for 
him in the earliest known ballad has 
him raiding traffic on the Al. not far 
from Wentbridge. 

There seems to be a reluctance io 
appreciate this, even in his home 
county, however. The magnificent 
Robin Hood exhibition organised last 
year at the Oldenburg Book Festival 
(for whose 300-page catalogue I sup¬ 
plied a brief foreword) is all set to 
travel to Warsaw. Zurich. Arhus. 
Groningen. Berlin, and possibly New 
York... but old York lias rejected it. 

A proposal for it to be staged in foe 
Guild Hall later this year collapsed, 
apparently because the city* Leisure 
Services were unable to beg. borrow 
or ambush any cases for the display. 

Yours etc, 
BRIAN ALDERSON. 
2S Victoria Road. 
Richmond. North Yorkshire. 
March 26. 

From Mr Michael Crosvenor Myer 

Sir. It was not foe Victorians, as 
Andrew Pierce suggests (report. 
March 26), who “turned Robin Hood 
into the Earl of Huntingdon, to make 
him a more respectable hero". 

In foe ISSOs foe great Harvard 
ballad scholar. Francis J. Child, wrote 
in his English and Scottish Popular 
Ballads: "Anthony M unday. towards 
foe end of the sixteenth century, made 
a play ... in which Robert. Earl of 
Huntingdon, being outlawed, takes 
refuge in Sherwood, with his chaste 
love Matilda ... and changes his 
name to Robin Hood, hers to Maid 
Marian” (headnote to ballad 117 in 
volume HI). 

Child adds in a footnote that foe 
first mention of Robin* noble extrac¬ 
tion seems to be in Grafton* Chron¬ 
icle of 1569.1 have no doubt that it was 
a popular tradition long before that 

May not foe name Robin Hood be 
simply a corruption of "robber in the 
wood"? Presumably every wooded 
area in foe country will have had one 
of these. Yorkshire, as your third 
leader points out. has a vast Robin 
Hood folklore of its own: Child deals 
extensively in another of his head- 
notes with foe particular claims of 
Bamesdale as a rival to Sherwood as 
foe Merry Men* HQ. 

Nottingham is indeed fortunate in 
having won foe battle for foe noble 
outlaw's patronage in foe popular 
mind and would surely be crazy to 
give ir up. 

Yours truly, 
MICHAEL GROSVENOR MYER, 
34 West End. 
Haddenham. Cambridge. 
March 26. 

Wingate’s reputation 
From Mr Richard Rhodes James 

Sir, I am much saddened by foe news 
(report and pictures, March 20) that 
Orde Wingate* son has been forced to 
sell his father* medals and papers. I 
am also concerned by foe remarks in 
your report, "whose be hind-th e-lines 
operations turned foe tide of the Sec¬ 
ond World War in Burma”, and "|he] 
single-handedly turned the tide of war 
in Burma." 

I took parr in the second Chindir op¬ 
eration in 1944 and have written a 
book on the subject. 1 have always had 
a high regard for Orde Wingate, only 
wishing that he was less odd. but I be¬ 
lieve that claims as sweeping as these 
can only further alienate those who 
continue to be bitterly opposed to him. 

In my judgment. Orde Wingate had 
brilliant ideas and these, particularly 
the greatly extended scope for air 
supply, did much to assist in foe re¬ 
conquest of Burma. He also did much 
to persuade the British that foe Japan¬ 
ese were not invincible in the jungle. 

Additionally, he gave the Japanese 
the false idea that they could operate 
effectively over country in which his 
own columns had operated in 1943. 

But the tide turned when foe regu¬ 
lar elements of the 14th Army, led su¬ 
perbly by General Slim, met foe Jap¬ 
anese attack of 1944 head-on and re¬ 
fused to yield. The Chindits inconven¬ 
ienced the Japanese considerably, and 
this their commanders have acknow¬ 
ledged, but we would be wise not to 
spoil the case of a most remarkable 
man by attributing to him more than 
the events warrant 

Yours faithfully, 
RICHARD RHODES JAMES. 
15 Almoners Avenue, Cambridge. 
March 20. 

Test for chairpersons 
From Mr A. P. Walter 

Sir. I am indebted to the researchers 
from the Centre for Disease Control 
Prevention in Atlanta, Georgia, who 
concluded that a person who has liad 
an excess of wine "would be unable to 
operate anything mare than a deck¬ 
chair" (Body and Mind, March 21). 
Obviously the reason 1 have exper¬ 
ienced so many problems in erecting 
these confounded contraptions over 
foe past 40 years is that I have always 
been sober at foe time. 

Yours etc. 
a p. Walter. 
62 Rib Vale, Bengeo, Hertford. 
March 21. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 
LIECHTENSTEIN PALACE 
PRAGUE 
March 27: The Queen and The 
Duke of Edinburgh this morning 
left Warsaw and flew to Krakow. 
Her Majesty and His Royal High¬ 
ness were met at the Airport by 
The President of the Czech 
Republic. 
The Queen drove to Wawel Castle 
and toured the building. 
Her Majesty afterwards visited 
Krakow Cathedral. 
The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh later visited stalls at 
Cloth Hall and witnessed a bugle 
call from the Church Tower. 
Subsequently Her Majesty and 
His Royal Highness were present 
at the opening of the altar in St 
Mary's Church. 
The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh this afternoon attended 
a Luncheon at Collegium Maius. 
Krakow. 
Her Majesty and His Royal High¬ 
ness later flew to Prague and were 
received at the Airport by Mr Josef. 
Zideniec (Foreign Minister). 
The Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh drove to Prague Castle 
and were received by The Presi¬ 
dent nf the Czech Republic. 
Having inspected a Guard of 
Honour. Her Majesty and His 
Royal Highness attended a meet¬ 
ing with The PresidenL 
The -Queen and The Duke of 
Edinburgh, accompanied by The 
President of the Czech Republic, 
later visited Charles Bridge. 
Her Majesty and His Royal High¬ 
ness afterwards attended a Recep¬ 
tion for media representatives at 
Liechtenstein Palace. 
This evening The Queen and The 
Duke of Edinburgh attended a 
Stale Banquet given by The Presi¬ 
dent of the Czech Republic at 
Prague Castle. 
His Royal Highness this morning 
viewed a restoration project and 
visited the Jewish Cultural Cenrre. 
Remuh Synagogue and Cemetery. 
fOramierz. Krakow. 

The Queen was represented by the 
Lady Susan Hussey (Woman of 
the Bedchamber) at the Service of 
Thanksgiving for the Life of the 
Lady Michael Fitzalan Howard 
which was held in the Guards 
Chapel. Wellington Barracks, 
London SW1. today. 
The Duke of Edinburgh was 
represented by Sir Brian 
McGrath. 
Princess Alice. Duchess of 
Gloucester was represented by 
Lieutenant Colonel Sir Simon 
Blond. 
The Duke of Kent was represented 
by Mr Nicolas Adamson. 
Princess Alexandra, the Hon Lady 
Ogilvy was represented by the 
Lady Mary Mumford. 
The Grand Duke of Luxembourg 
was represented by Brigadier 
Christopher Wolvcrson. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, Presi¬ 
denL World Wide Fund for Nature 
— WWF Internationa], was repre¬ 

sented by Dr Robin Fetlew (Direc¬ 
tor. World Wide Fund for Nature 
— UK) at the Memorial Service for 
Mr John Loudon which was held 
in the Grosvenor Chapel, South 
Audley Street. London Wl. today. 

His Royal Highness. Patron, the 
Association of Cricket Umpires, 
was represented by Lieutenant 
Colonel John Stephenson at the 
Memorial Service for Mr T.E. 
Smith which was held in St John's 
Wood Parish Church, London 
NWS, this afternoon. 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE 

March 27: The Princess Royal this 
afternoon visited Falkirk and Dis¬ 
trict Royal Infirmary National 
Health Service Trust. Majors 
Loan. Falkirk, and was received by 
Her Majesty's Lord-Lieutenant of 
Stirling and Falkirk (Colone! 
James Stirling of Garden). 

CLARENCE HOUSE 

March 27: Queen Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother. PresidenL The 
National TrusL today received Sir 
Angus Stirling on relinquishing 
his appointment as Director- 
General. 
Her Majesty subsequently re¬ 
ceived Mr Martin Drury on 
assuming this appointment. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
March 21: The Prince of Wales, 
accompanied by the Rt Hon John 
Gunimer MP (Secretary of State 
for the Environment), this after¬ 
noon visited Great Yarmouth. 
His Royal Highness visited the 
Old Naval Hospiral and viewed 
the redevelopment of the site. 
The Prince of Wales. PresidenL 
Business in the Community, met a 
group of business leaders taking 
part in the Seeing is Believing 
programme, looking at ways their 
involvement in communities 
might make a difference. 

YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES'S PALACE 
March 27: The Duchess of Kent. 
PresidenL Marie Curie Cancer 
Care, this evening attended a 
Reception. Mansion House. 
London. EC-1. 

Today's royal 
engagements 
The Prince of Wales will visit the 
Norfolk Wildlife Trust's reserve ar 
Gey. Norfolk, at 11.10. 

Princess Margaret will attend a 
gala performance by the English 
National Ballet at the London 
Coliseum at 7.25. 

Today’s events 
The Queens Life Guard mounts at 
Horse Guards at 11.00. 
The Queen's Guard mounts at 
Buckingham Palace at 11.30. 

Lectures 
Institution of Mechanical 
Engineers 
Professor Peter Hancock delivered 
the 31st John Player Lecture, 
“Engineering a Material Advan¬ 
tage" at the Institution or Mech¬ 
anical Engineers. (IMechE) 
yesterday. Mr F. Chris Price, 
PresidenL was in the chair. 

The British library 
The second annual Douglas Bry¬ 
ant Lecture to be held on Tuesday, 
April 2, 19%. has had to be 
cancelled due to the withdrawal of 
the speaker. Dr James Billington. 
The British Library apologises for 
the short notice of this change, and 
regrets any inconvenience caused. 
Further information 0171-412 7760. 

The Hon Honor Earl 
There will be a memorial service 
for the Hon Honor Earl at noon on 
Thursday. April IS, at St Luke's 
Church. Sydney Street, SW3. 

Luncheon 
Carbon Club Political Committer 
The American Ambassador. Mr 
William J. Crowe Jr. was the guest 
of honour and speaker at a 
luncheon of the l^itical Com¬ 
mittee of the Carlton Club held 
yesterday at the dub. Sir Brian 
Goswell, chairman of the com¬ 
mittee. presided. 

Lord lieu tenant of Dyfed 
The Lord Lieutenant of Dyfed, Sir 
David Mansel Lewis, and Lady 
Mary Mansel Lewis yesterday 
entertained the Chairman, Coun¬ 
cillor Gethin Bennett and past 
Chairmen and Chief Executives 
and dieir wives to luncheon at 
SCradey Castle, to mark the dis¬ 
solution of the County of Dyfed. 

Lieutenant-Commander 

Jeffrey Quill 

A service of thanksgiving for the 
life of Lieutenant-Commander Jef¬ 
frey Quill. OBE, AFC, will be held 
on Friday. May 17.1996, at noon at 
St Clement Danes, Strand. WC2. 

Anniversaries 
BIRTHS; Raphael painter, 
Urbina Italy. 1483; St Teresa 
of Avila, Avila, Spain, 1515; 
King George 1. reigned 1714- 
27, Osnabruck, Germany, 
1660; Pierre Simon. Marquis 
de Laplace, astronomer. Trou- 
viUe, France, 1749; Thomas 
Clarkson, abolitionist, 
Wisbech, Cambridgeshire. 
1760; Aristide Briand, II limes 
premier of France. Nobel 
Peace laureate 1926. Nantes, 
1862; Maxim Gorky, novelist. 
Nizhni Novgorod, Russia. 
1868; Corneille Heymans. 
physiologist. Nobel laureate 
1938, Ghent, 1892; Dame Flora 
Robson, actress. South 
Shields, 1902. 

DEATHS; Peg Woffington, 
actress, London. 1760; Sir 
Ralph Abercromby, general 
on board flagship Foudroy- 
ant, 1801; William Thornton, 
architect Washington, 1828; 
Modest Mussorgsky, compos¬ 
er. St Petersburg, 1881; Virgin¬ 
ia Woolf, novelist and critic, 
committed suicide. RodmeU. 
Sussex. 1941; Sergei Rachma¬ 
ninoff. composer and pianist 
Beverly Hills. California, 
1943; Stephen Leacock, econo¬ 
mist and humorous writer. 
Toronto, 1944: Dwight Eisen¬ 
hower, general. 34th Ameri¬ 
can President 1953-61. 
Washington. 1969: Sir Arthur 
Bliss, Master of the Queen's 
Musick 1953-75. London, 1975; 
Marc Chagall, painter. 
French Riviera, 1985. 

Crimean War began, 1854. 
The Spanish Civil War ended. 
1939. 

The last German V rocket 
landed in Britain. 1945. 

Bob Hoskins, the actor, addressing a Variety Dub 
tribute luncheon in his honour at me Savoy Hotel 
in London yesterday held in recognition of his 

contribution to the world of entertainment 

Latest wills 
Professor Sir John Grahame 
Douglas Garb, or Cambridge, the 
archaeologist and Master of 
Pfeterhouse, 1973-80. left estate 
valued at £71(1681 net 
He let* LIOjooo to Pere(House, 
Cam bridge, with chewtsh It be used to 
support navel by undergraduates of 
Hie college 

Mrs Constance Ftigg Tipper, of 
Penrith. Cumbria, the material 
scientist, who conducted pioneer¬ 
ing research into metal crystals 
which enabled her to establish why 
the hulls of Liberty ships were 
splitting in two during the Second 
World War, left estate valued at 
Elfix856 neL 
she left a number of personal and 
other bequests, LI 00 each to tile 
parishes ot Edenhall and 
Langwathby. for general purposes of 
their respective churches, and her 
books not otherwise bequeathed and 
the residue to Newnham College, 

Cambridge, with the wish li be used 
for trie upkeep of Improvement of the 
college garden. 

Mr Ellas Prias. of Bath. Avon, the 
Dutch-bom an lecturer and 
writer, who during die war turned 
his knowledge of the Dutch Resis¬ 
tance and Nazism to good account 
by briefing Queen Mary. Queen 
Wilhelming of The Netherlands, 
the Foreign Office and the Dutch 
Government in exile on many 
aspects of the German occupation 
or his home country, left estate 
valued ar £223 neL 

Mr Gordon Widchurst Bnlmer. of 
Windlesham, Surrey. left estate 
valued at £3365.445 neL 

Sir George Neville Butterworth, of 
OUerton, Cheshire, chairman of 
TootaJ 1968-74. left estate valued at 
£195^39 net 

Birthdays today 
Mr Gordon Adam, MEP. 62: 
Miss Rosemary Ashe, sop¬ 
rano. 43; Sir Dirk Bogarde, 
actor, 75: the Hon George 
Bruce, portrait painter, 66; 
Mr Steve Bull, footballer, 31; 
Professor Lord Butterfield, 
former Master. Downing 
College, Cambridge, 76: Sir 
Robert Clarke, chairman, 
Thames Water, 67; Mr Rich¬ 
ard Eyre, artistic director. 
National Theatre 53: Mr 
James Hawley, Lord Lieuten¬ 
ant of Staffordshire, 59; Prof¬ 
essor Peter Hennessy, histor¬ 
ian, 49; Mr Peter Holwell, 
Principal, London University. 
49; Professor G.T. Houlsby. 
cavil engineer, 42; Lord 
Hutchinson of Lullington, 
QG 81; Lord Judd, 61; Mr Neil 
Kinnock, a European Com¬ 
missioner. 54: Mr Raymond 
lister, artist and author. 77; 
Mr Martin Neaiy. Organist 
and Master of the Choristers. 
Westminster Abbey, 56; Mr 
Michael Parkinson, broad¬ 
caster, 61; Dr Sir Derek Rob¬ 
erts. Provost. University 
College. London. 64; Prof¬ 
essor Merton Sandler, chem¬ 
ical pathologist 70; Sir John 
Stephenson. Former Lord Jus¬ 
tice of Appeal. 86; Mr Richard 
Stilgoe, lyricist 53; Mr Peter 
WOnfiot-SitwelL former vice- 
chairman, S G Warburg, 61. 

Service dinner 
inns of Court and City Yeomanry 
The Earl of Limerick. Honorary 
CokmeL Inns of Court and City Yeo¬ 
manry. Colonel G.D. Thompson and 
serving and former officers dined last 
night at Scone Buildings. Lincoln's 
Inn. to mark the retiremem of Major 
Richard Gentry. Museum Curator. 

Memorial services 
Lady Michael Fitzalan 
Howard 
The Queen was represented by 
Lady Susan Hussey and the Duke 
of Edinburgh by Sir Brian 
McGrath ai a Mass in thanks¬ 
giving for the life of Lady Michael 
Fitzalan Howard held yesterday in 
the Guards Chapel. Wellington 
Barracks. 

Princess Alice Duchess of Glouces¬ 
ter was represented fay Lieutenant- 
Colonel Sir Simon Bland, the Duke of 
Kent by Mr Nicolas Adamson. Prin¬ 
cess Alexandra fay Lady Mary Mum- 
ford and the Grand Duke of 
Luxembourg by Brigadier Chris¬ 
topher Woiverson. 

The celebrants were Dom Edward 
Corbouid. 05B. of Ampiefarth Ab¬ 
bey. Father Richard Randolph. SJ. of 
Wardour. who read the Gospel, and 
Canon Anthony Whale, of Arundel, 
who led the bidding prayers. The Rev 
Roy McAllen. Senior Chaplain to the 
Household Division said the 
commendation. 

Cokmei Thomas Fitzalan Howard 
(son), read the lesson, and Mr 
Richard Fitzalan Howard, son. read a 
poem by Elizabeth Craven. Mgr 
Alfred Gilbey was robed and in the 
Sanctuary. 

The Lord Lieutenant for Greater 
London was represented by Lady 
BramalL Among others present wens 
Major-General Lord Ml enact Fitzalan 
Howard (husband). Mr and Mrs Harry 
FUzalan Howard and Mr and the Hon 
MR Alexander Ffoalan Howard {sons 
and daughiers-Irvlaw), Mr and Mrs Peier 
Blckmare (son-in-law and datighnri. Mrs 
Richard Fitzalan Howard, (daughicr-tn- 
lawi. Mr and Mr Max Ptloe (stepson-in¬ 
law and stepdaugMen. Mias Molly pike. 
Miss Amy Pike. Mr Andrew Blckmare. 
Fiona Blckmare. Rupert Btckmore and 
Flora Fitzalan Howard (grandchildren]. 
Lord and Lady Mark Fitzalan Howard 
and Mr Bernard and lady Mirabel Kelly 
(brothers-In-law and slsrervln-lxw). Lady 
Mariegold Jamieson (sister-in-law), the 
Earl of Arundel and Surrey (also 
representing the Duke and Duchess or 
Norfolk. brotheNnlaw and sister-in- 
law), Miss Amanda Fitzalan Howard. 
LleuLenam-Commandcr Peregrine 
Hubbard. Mr and Mrs Charles Ark¬ 
wright. Mr and Mrs Anthony Myers. Mrs 
Timothy Bell. Ms Elisa Segrave. (he Earl 
and Countess or Gainsborough. Major 
Sir Hew and lady Anne-Louise 
HamlJuin-Dalnrmple. the countess of 
An cram. Lady Gillian Anderson. Mr and 
Mrs John MacDonald. Mr Charles 
MacDonald. Major-General Sir James 
and Lady Eyre. Mr and Mrs Raymond 
Eyre. Mr and Mis William S lee man. the 
Hon Timothy and Mrs Palmer. Mrs 
Antony Chambers. Lord and Lady 
Vernon. Mr and MR Peter Johnsen. Lady 
Bowra-Lyon. Mrs Jocelyn Ha mbro. Sheila 
Lady Vernon. Mr George Mann and other 
members of the family. 

The Duke of Wellington. KG. and the 
Duchess of Wellington, the Marquess of 
Abergavenny, kg. and the Marchioness 
of Abergavenny, the Marchioness of 
Sallsbuiy. Penelope Marchioness of 
Zetland, the Dowager Countess De La 
warr. the Dowager countess ot westmor- 
land, the Countess of Alrtlc. the Earl or 
Dartmouth. Lhe Earl ot Home, viscount 
RJdley. KG. (also representing the 
Council of tavras) and viscountess 
Bldley. Lord Whltelaw. KT.CH. and Lady 

whltelaw. viscountess Campden. the 
Dowager viscountess De L-lsle. viscount 
de Vesd. Lady Rupert NevtlL the Right 
Rev Michael Mann. Field Marshal Lord 
and Lady Carver. Lord Carrington. KG. 
CH. Lord wen bury. Lord Saftle. Lady 
Greenhlll of Harrow, Irene Lady Astor of 
Hever. Lady lyrtL Lord and Lady Buxton 
of Also. Lord Falrhaven. Lord Talbot of 
Main hide. Lady Howard de Walden. Lord 
Napier and Etmck. 

Ladv John Wellesley. Lady Angela 
Oswald. Lady Row Morison. Lady 
Maureen Ftflowes. Lady Margaret 
Colville. Lady Julia Prior-Palmer, ladv 
Ariel Keith. Lady Charles Cedi, the Hah 
Mn Julian Berry, the Hon Richard and 
Mrs Beaumont, the Hon Julia Sronor. the 
Hon Diana MrdurllL the Hon Mr Edward 
Ward, the Hon Gerard and Mr NocL the 
Hon Mn coles, the Hon LadydeZulucta. 
Hie Hon Mn Petre Crowder, ine Hon Lady 
Ham 11 ion. 

Lady (Charles) Grab 
Priscilla Lady jardlne. 

am, Lady 
Lady Barini 
■ral Sir Desr 

. AJrtL 
_____,_fog. Sir 
Ralph Anstrurher. General Sir Desmond 
FI repaid ck (Colonel. The Blues and 
Royals) and Ladv Fltzpartlcfc. Sir David 
and Ladv Butter. Lady Bland. Admiral of 
the Fleet Sir Henry Leach. General Sir 
David Fraser. Vice-Admiral Sir Peter and 
Lady Ashmore, Major-General Sir Philip 
ana Lady Wand. Major-General SIrRoben 
Corbett. Lieutenant-Genera] Sir Robin 
and Lady Carnegie. 

Sir Roger and lady du Boulay. Ladv 
Pilcher. General Sir Edward and Lady 
Burgess. Major-General Sir Dlcby 
Raeburn. Sir Arthur Collins. Sir Brian 
Warren. Sir Philip and Lady ward. Field 
Monhai sir Roland Gibbs. Lady 
Hanbuiy. Sir Blair Stewart-Wlbon. Ladv 
Garland, lady Penn. Sir Ralph Carr 
Ellison. Sir Canon and Lady Gretg. Udy 
Nevtle. Dame Frances CampbeU-Pnsion. 
Lady Mott-Raddiric. Sir Peter Thome. 
Ueuienani-Colomd sit John Miller. 

Mr Chartes and Lady Katherine Farrell 
wing commander Gordon and Lady 
Bridget Sinclair. Colonel T F C and Lady 
Betty winnlngron. Mr Brian and me Hon 
Mn Stevens, Mr Edmund and lhe Hon 
Mr Brudeneil. Mr Guy and the Hon Mr 
Acloque. Commander and Mn Michael 
Wall. Mr vane tvanortc. Count end 
Countess Joseph CZemln. 

Major-General and Mrs Peter 
Downward. Lieu ten am-Cotonci CUbart- 
Denham. Mr Charles Flrzroy. Mr Richard 
Legge. Mr William Beil. Mr David Hicks. 
Mr Robin Faber. Colonel and Mn 
Gordon Blnfwood. Mr w LeggoBourke. 
Major Thomas Harvey. Mn Edward 
TraHonl, Mr Peter Cazalet. Mr Julian 
Roberts. Major-General Ronald 
BucMond. Mr Jack Steinberg. Mr and 
mr David Bankes. Mr Robin Fletcher, Mr 
Bryan Bassett, Major R Courage. Mr J 
Hawke. Mr John Bowes-Lyon. Brigadier 
Andrew Parker Bowles. Mr Hugo 
Johnson. Mr Philip NocL Mr Phi Up 
Maljlnckrodt. Colonel Malcolm 
Havergal. Mr and Mrs David V Palmer. 

Colonel Giles Allan. Ueuienani- 
Colonej Denis Daly. Captain M J G 
Hajnllion-Russeii, Mrs Ian Bruce. Mr 
Laurence Kelly. Mra Jeremy SmJth- 
B high am. Major Hugo Waterhouse, 
Major and Mn I M CahrocoressL Mr 
Nicolas ParavtdnL Mr Timothy Gooch. 
Mr Charles Harding. Colonel and Mn 
Gerard Leigh. Mr Kingman Brewster, 
Brigadier and Mn Arthur Gooch. Mr R 
Graham. Mr Jan Fitzalan 
Major and Mr Edward Tyler 

MR Malcolm Ross. Mr Giles Shepaid. 
Brigadier and Mn James Emson. Mr and 
Mr Leo Seymour. Mr Christopher Jail. 
Mr David me-Jamieson. Mn Thomas 
Hqrnyold-slricklsnd. Mr Roderick 
Balfour. Mr Nicholas Armour. Mr Gerald 
Ward. Dr Charles Goodson-widocs, MP. 
Mr PC rrnencb-Oavb. Lieutenant-Colonel 
J P N creagh. Mr Peregrine Bertie. 

Lieutenant-General R Cowap 
(representing the chief of the Defence 
Siam, colonel ruby Browne [Household 
Cavalry Mounted Regiment). Major- 
General tain Macfcay Dick (GOC London 
District). Lieutenant-Colonel E J 
Down ham (Queen's Lancashire 
Regiment), Major MAT Hltaben- 
Hlngston [representing 201 h and Z7lh 

Howard. 

Colonels. Coldstream Guards and the 
Regiment), Colonel Iain Ferguson (Royal 
Toumamenil and Mr Ferguson. Air 
Vice-Marshal A Belli (King Edward Vllh 
Hospital lor Officers. Brigadier M J Doyle 
[British commonwealth Lx-services 
League) and MR Anna Purser(RNIBI. 

Sir Godfrey Agnew 
The Queen was represented by 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir John John¬ 
ston at a service of thanksgiving 
for die life of Sir Godfrey Agnew. a 
former Cleric of the Privy Council, 
held yesterday in St George's 
ChapeL Windsor Castle. 

The Dean of Windsor officiated, 
assisted fay the Res- John Robson, 
Chaplain of the Rqya] Victorian 
Order, who led (he prayers. Dom 
Kevin Taggart. OSB. ami Mr An¬ 
drew Agnew read the lessons. Lord 
Charrens of Amisfidd gave an ad¬ 
dress. The Lord President of the 
Council and Leader of the Commons 
was represented by Mr Nigel 
Nicholls. Clerk of the Privy CotindL 
Among others present were 
ladv Agnew (wfdlowl. Mr and Mr Patrick 
Agriew and Mr and Mr Ian Agnew lur 
and daughiere-iR-Uwi. the Hon 
Jonathan and Mrs Davies. Mr and Mr 
Richard Pollen and Mr and Mr Maurice 
Lawson (som-fn-law and daughters). Sir 
Reginald and UdyTyrwiutt and Mr and 
Mn John Tywiiia [stepsons and 
stepdauEhters-ln-Uw). Mrs Andrew 
Agnew (daughirrtn-law). Mr william 
Agnew, Min Iona Agnew, Mr Jeremv 
Agnew. Mr Anthony Agnew. Mr Michael 
Davies. Miss Ruth Davies. Miss Mary 
Davies. Mr and Mn Ajaexander Davies. 
Mbs Isabel Pollen. Mr william pollen. 
Mr Jonathan Pollen. Mr Andrew Pollen. 
Mr Alexander pollen. Miss Alice Pollen. 
Mbs Etolse Lawson. Mbs Alicia Lawson 
and Mr Euan Lawson, (grandchildren). 
Miss Lertie Tyrwhlu and Roben lyrwhln 
(wen-grandchildren). Mr .aiuf Mr 
Mlsiaei Fltzherben-BrocUioles and Mr 
and Mn Henry Hyde (brothen-UHaw 
and sbiers-ln-lawj. Mr and Mr Paul 
logsmui. Miss J Moore. Mr Charles 
WorralL Mr Michael WOrralL Mr Peter 
worraU. Mbs Anne Clifford. 

Lady CtmrterU of AmbfleM. Lord and 
Lady Carbeiy. Lord Prior, the Hon Mr 
HKdyard, the Hon Mn Rose Price. Lady 
Lever. Sir John and Lady Milne. Lady 
Holland Martin. Lady Mlers. Lady 
Morgan. Lady vililen. Udy Gretron. 

Mn Edward Holland Martin, Major- 
General and Mre John Cordlngley. 
Major-General Patrick Cordlngley. Mr 
and MR Michael websier. Mr Ernest 
Lawson. Mr and Mn Patrick Plunkett. 
Professor and Mn Anthony Goode. Mr 
and MnAMhony Sheldon. Mr and Mr K 
Sloan. Mr and Mn Rupert Ross. Mn E 
Sinclair. Mn Anthony Lacy, the Rev 
David Lacy, Mr Richard Lacy. Captain 
and Mn Anthony Poulrer. Mr and Mn 
Robin Kennedy, Mr and MnADLumJey, 
the Rev Tim Gunter. Mr and Mn Eric 
sermon. Commander and Mn Adrian 
Roberts. Mn Michael wheeler. Mr 
william Shlr&M and Mme Roben crriei. 
Mr and Mr John Pen burn. Commander 
Colin Lings. Mr Tim Cobb, Mn Michael 
Burrell. Mrs J Wilkins. Dr and Mn 
Stephen Gold. Mr John Palmer. Mr 
Ronald Murray. Mn Ann Nicholson, 
Mbs M Corbett-Lowe. Mr and Mn 
Richard Bateman, Mn D Groom. Mr and 
Mn 3 Parham. Mr and Mn Richard 
Falrbank. Dr Roben Furness. Mn S 
Patrick. Mn Anthony wan. Mr and Mr 
Roy TUnt. Mr and M r J Mole. M rand M n 
Peter Cullen. Mra K Maude. Mn J 
Hockley. Mr P Gram. Mr j Malnwaring. 
Mn D Swlnbum. Mn 5 Cowan. Mr ian 
Moore (Institution, of Municipal 
Engineers), Mr Kenneth Dale (Chartered 
Institution of Building Services 
Engineers). Mrs E Edwards (University 

College Cardiff). Canons o' Windsor and 
Mon ben of the College of Si George and 
many other (riends. 

Jonkheer John Hugo 
London. KBE 
The Duke of Edinburgh, Presi¬ 
denL World Wide Fund for Nature 
— WWF International, was repre¬ 
sented by Dr Robin Feflew, Direc¬ 
tor. World Wide Fund for Nature 
— UK. at a service of thanksgiving 
for the life of Jonkheer John Hugo 
Loudon. KBE. held uesterdav in 
the Grosvenor Chapel. South 
Audley Srnw. 

The Rev Albert tie Beaufort, 
brother-in-law. and the Rev Simon 
Hobbs officiated. Jonkheer George 
Loudon, son. read the lesson and 
Jonkheer John Loudon, son. read 
from the woks of Kahlil Gibran- Mr 
lo van Wadiem. Chairman of the 
Supervisory Board of Royal Dutch 
Shdl. gave or. address. Among those 
present were; 
Mn Loudon (widow). JohnJaeer and Mn 
Frederick London (son and diughier-ln- 
lawt. Mn George London (rtaaghrer-ln- 
Liwj. Jonkheer Aruhoov Loudon. Mr and 
Mn Jeroen Leffdnr. Jonkheer John 
Loudon. Miss Pauline Loudon. Jonkheer 
Marcus Loudon and Mfss Emllv Loudon 
(grandchildren). Baron and Baroness 
Otto van Verchunr tbrother-kn-law and 
sister-In-law). Mn Albert de Beau tori 
(sl-sier-ln-law). Miss Cairlen Croll. 
Jonkheer and Mn Ronald Loudon. Sir 
Jack Siew-jit-Clark. MEP. and Lady 
siewart-Clark. Miss Kathleen 
MacKenzre. Countess Onsich de 
Satmlch. Mrs Fred Mackenzie. Mn 
Felicity Wigan. Miss Yolanda Leyen and 
other membera of the family 

The Ambassador of the Netherlands 
and Mn van Roijen. sir Peter and Lady 
BaxendetL Mr La van WBchem. 
Jonkheer and Mis D Kara cheek. 

and Mme Janssen and many other 
(riends. 

Mr Thomas Edward Smith 
The Duke of Edinburgh was 
represented by Lieutenam-Cdonel 
J.R. Stephenson, a Vice-President 
of the Association of Cricket Um¬ 
pires and Scorers, at a memorial 
service for Mr Thomas Edward 
Smith. Founder of the Association 
of Cricket Umpires, bdd yesterday 
at St John’s Wood Church. 

The Rev John Slater offitiaied. Mr 
LJ. Cheeseman and Mr R.D.V. 
Knight, Secretary of Marylebone 
Cricket □ub, read the lessons. Miss 
Sheila Hill, Chairman of the Associ¬ 
ation of Cricket Umpires and Scorers, 
gave an address. Among those 
present were: 
Mr T Smith (son). Mr and Mn Edward 
Hubbard (brother-in-law and rtnei): 
representatives of lhe Test and County 
Cricket Board, the National Cricket 
Association, the Cricket Society. Surrey 
Cricket Council and the Club Cricket 
Conference and (Wends and coUea 
trom the Association of Cricket Urn 
and Scorns. 
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Forthcoming 
marriages 

Tbc HonHJ H Ailcnby 

between Henry- 

Farm. Faringdon. Oxfordshire. 

MrG.S.Arcber 
and M iss K- Meredith Jones 
The engagemcni is armourial 
between Garaih. elder soni ofMr 
and Mrs Stuart Archer, of South 
Shields, and Kale, daughter or Mr 
Nisei Meredith Jones wd Mrs 
Mary Meredith Jones, of WirraL 

Mr N.RA- Ford 
and Miss GA Phillips 
The engagemtni is announced 
between Nigel.son of Mrand Mre 
Stanley Ford, of Haywnds Heath. 
Sussex, and Gillian, elder 
daughier of Mr and Mrs fan 
Phillips, of Guilane. Easi Lothian. 

MrG. Gavigaa 
and Miss K.E. Hughes 
The engagement is announced 
between Gabriel, son of Mr 
Patrick Garigan and the late Dr 
Louie Gavigan. of Adare. County 
Sligo, and Kerys. eldest daughier 
of Mr and Mre Peter Hughes, or 
Wenvoe. South Glamorgan. 

Mr S.M. Johnson 
and Miss R. Davies 
The engagement is announced 
between'Steven Michael, son of 
Mre Constance Mary Johnson and 
lhe late Barry Johnson, of 
Fuengirola. Spain, and Rachrf. 
youngest daughter of Mr arfo Mrs 
Garfield Davies, of Demford. 
Plymouth. 
Mr R.E. London 
and Miss J.E. Jackson 
The engagement is announced 
between Robin, younger son of 
Lieutenant Colonel L.H. Landon. 
of Yarmouth. Uie of Wight, and of 
the late Mre E-EL Landon. and 
Jane, elder daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Peter Jackson, or Pulborough. 
West Sussex. 
Mr A.H- Lodrr 
and Miss A.L. Green 
The engagement is announced 
between" Sandy, son of Captain 
Simon Loder. of Dorset, and Mrs 
Sandra Loder, of Gloucestershire, 
and Anna, daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Michael Green, of 
Buckinghamshire. 

Mr R.C.R. Pop* . 
and Miss N J- Bemgan 
The engagement is announced 
her.iwn RiT'-. «n of Mr Jeremy 
ami rhe Hon Mre Pope, of We« 

L'ompfpn. and, Nat***- 

ihipnicr *,f Mr Michad Bci‘nga^-. 
J- Bank. Hampshire, and Mrs 
Eirriede Kinc. of Hastemere. 

Surrey. 

Mr C.P.P Swioley 
and Miss D.B. Rocta 
The encaeerneni is announced 
between' CaM*r. elder son of 
Captain William Mvmley. OBE. 
RN. retd- o' Flaxley. 
Gloucestershire, and the law Mrs 
Swinlev. and Dawn, only daughter 
of Mr' and Mre Erie Rocxa. of 
Brampron. Cumbria. 

Mr B.H. Wafegrow 
and Miss V.C Paul 
The eneagemeni re announced 
between'Ben. Min of Mr and Mrs 
Michael Walxerove. of Manton. 
Rutland, and Victoria, daughter of 
Mr and Mre Jonathan Paul, of 
Freston. Suffolk. 

Marriages 
Mr C-C Cheshire 
and Mre S. Richardson 
The marriage uvk plai£ quretiy in 
London, on March 23. between 
Christopher Cheshire and Susan 
Richardson. 

Mr B. Thomson 
and Miss SJ. Baring 
The marriage took place on March 
22, in Queensland. Australia, of 
Brenr Thomson, eldest son of Mr 
and Mrs Kevin Thomson, of 
Timaru. New Zealand, and £ 
Samantha Jane, daughter of Mr** 1 
Guy Baring, of Melbourne, 
Australia, and the late Mrs 
Baring. 

Dinner 
1912 Clnb 
Mrs Angela Knight. Economic 
Secretary lo HM Treasury was the 
guesi of honour at a dinner of the 
10J2 Club held ycsierday at the 
House of Commons by invitation 
of Mr Roger E. Sims. MP. chair¬ 
man of the dub. Lord Jenkin of 
Rod in g also spoke. 

Inner Temple 
The Duke of Edinburgh Entrance 
Scholarships 19%. which defray 
the cost of admission to the Inner 
Temple and Call to the Bar, have 
been awarded to the following: 
M Aleeva LLB. King's College London: 
R Anderson. Durham University: S 
Altar LLB. Manchester Metropolitan 
University arid King's Colleye London: 
J Atwlll. University o( Hertfordshire: C 
Bagoi. Leicester University; j 
Beveridge. Si Andrews University, a 
Brawn. Cardiff Law School. University 
oi Wales: 1 Cagan. King's College 
London; A Carr. Nottingham Univ¬ 
ersity: J Chambers Ba. si Edmund 
Halt, oxford, and CFLS. Oman's 
University. Belfast: T Choudhurjr. 

Wigan, 
illy M 

at 

Darvill ba. University or Humberside 
M Davies BA. St Hilda's College. 
Oxford, and t'ntverslly of Glamorgan; 
S Dieppe BA. Hull Unlyenlt ” 
DIneen. Nottingham Unlvetsli 
Edwards UA London School 
Economics; 
London: A 
M Gorringe _.r ..... 
Cambridge D, HIpkIns . , 
CoUege Oxford, and College of Law, 
Chester: J Holmes BA and BCL New 
CoQege. Oxford, and Harvard law 
School: C Holroyd BA. New College. 
Oxford, and DES, University of Geneva 
and City University; T Houghton BA. 
Exeter College. Oxford, and city 
University: E Hudson. Jesus College. 
Cambridge: H Iyengar. Brasenose 
College. Oxford: N Jeremiah BA, 
GtHivTlle & calus College, Oxford, and 
City University: G Mahmood LLB. 
Brunei Unhwslijf: s Malynlcz BA. 

‘ MA. New School 
New York, and 

_. London: R Mather 
BA. Unlvenlty College, London, and 
College or Law. London; S McKechnle. 
Nottingham Unlvenlty; M McLelsh 

■ Magdali “ 

School o( Economics: N Ralph, 
Durham Unlvereity: 5 Requena. 
London School or Economics: E 
Roberts, Liverpool John Moores 
University; a Rooney BA. Klng^ 
College London and University of 
Paris: L Seymour BA, Exeter College. 
Cambridge, and CUy University; 
I SUnger. Newnham College. Cam¬ 
bridge S Smith BA. Durham 
University; R Spinks. Sheffield 
University; n Stan age MA, St Andrew's 
University and University of Wesl or 
England; A Swanwlck. Manchester 
College, oxford: C Tmscon LLB. 
Landon School of Economics, and 
BCL. Si Edmund Hal). Oxford: D 
Westlake, Brunet University; O Yaqub 
LLB, School of Oriental and African 
Studies, London: C Zwart BA. 
Newcastle University, RIBA pan III. 
UntvenJty of East London and city 
university. 

Institute of 
Management 
The following have successfully 
completed the Institute of Manage¬ 
ment Advanced Diploma examin¬ 
ation held m December, 1995. 
D B Kim: S T C Hua: T C Moy. ESC 
Slang; LG S KJn: IJ Sunmugam: JOG 
Kheng: N White: C Purcrtlt H T YChec 
T LLee; J Jok: R Rlbelro: wt w Yl; AN M 
Yk T A Tlamr: w L Fom;: Y M Ung: C H 
Chu: L S Fong: H T Fenwick: K A 
Longfleld: L M Harvey; S L G Lan; A T O 
Nl: K A Rowe: L P Ung; IV p H a; C P Yln; 
M YS Eng: J LC GekfTMahallngam; L 
FFung: VLYChineTY Yaw. N ft Muti 
L Tannr G Yong: M Smyth: L P Ai; C A 
Lowe; Y C Tak. CSM ring: L Q w 
Kwong: A M Cotton: Y w Chueru ft w 
Kuen: L A Jackson: CCL Kene Lfr k 
Funic p LK Hieing; P L5 Han WTC Yoke; 
T C Fone C L Pene A C L Kheng: A T S 
wah; u ruche: a TSum: EIK lam; C P 
Mek C C SJln; R A Gomez; K C Boon: LS 
Mai; N S YercTC Luan; at M Chins: a 
S S Kuen:X AY Y Kwaru I K Yuen; WC 
Leung; C K Sum; W W Hang; T M KJn L 
K \TCK Up: M G TS Yin; PW Kam:TC 
Keung; L LYee; l l w Mun: M M Yule p 
LC Hoi: R O T SiuntpO S Ylne; ELM 
Peng: R L S Hong: na a FOdSi a P L 
Eng: J LC Kal: WL Y Bik; M Ham J M 
Kink PB RatsebK LC NoLTS KhefcC 
Y S Lena; L J Hlan; G w w Llan: s w l 
Heng: K Wilks: c M Wong: S Loh: K A 
Samab. 

Church news 
Appointments 
The Rev Philippa Board man. 
Assistant Curate. St Mary of Eton, 
Hackney Wick: to be Priest-in- 
Charge. St Paul and St Mark. Old 
Ford (London). 

The Rev Richard Cajnk, Vicar, 
Wooburn St Paul: to be Priest-tn- 
Charge. Lacey Green (Oxford). 

The Rev Richard Davey. Curate. 
Lower Parks tone Team Ministry 
(Salisbury): to be Chaplain and 
Minor Canon of St Edmundsbury 
Cathedral. 

The Rev Lindsay Dew, Vicar, 
Badey St Thomas: to be also Rural 
Dean of Dewsbury (Wakefield). 

The Rev Ann Knight, Curate, 
Cbstessey: to be Rector. Great 
Eiiingham. Little Effingham. 
Rockland All Saints’, Rockland St 
Rrter and Shropham w S netted on 
(Norwich). 

BMD’S: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 PERSONAL COLUMN TRADE: 

FAX: 
0171 481 1982 
0171 481 9313 

The life i now Hve is not my 
Bfe. bat Bw ura wMrti Chrttf 
lives in me and nor present 
mortal Ufe ts lived tv fifth In 
the Sen of God. who loved 
me and save hhndf op for 
me. 
Galatians 2 ; 20 (reb) 

BERTHS 

BAOWAil - On iBOi March 
1996. to Sophie (ate 
Parsons) and David, 
damftla-. Georgia and a sen. 

BLBDOH - On March 26th m 
York, to Ctatre and Thu. a 
daughter. Emerald Cicely 
~ raa- tor Ametla- 

GUFFOHD - On March 2SB) 
at The Portland HesutraL to 
.iniMfh (nhe Goodman) and 
La. beautiful twins Ottver 
and Madeleine. 

CUUflEY - On Mwk Iflth 
1990. lo Sue Date Leonard) 
and Earaem. a atm. Edwmti 
Lermnl Anthony, a brother 
for Patrick. 

MCKSOM - On 13th March in 
dasiiow. to Graham and 
Tracey, a son. Graham John 
Nicholas. 

DUMB - On Saturday March 
23rd. at The Portland 
Hospital. Chioe Madeleine 
Elizabeth arrived bringing 
great Joy to Daphne (ate 
Moon) and Garden. 

anas - On March 23rd. to 
Sarah Inti ins kip} and 
Charles, a son. Thomas 
Edward. 

PIHPPS - On Match ZTttj at 
The Bethesda SottaL Basle. 
SwtcsertaniL to Sarah (Me 

■ Golding) and Julian, a 
daughter Jessica Oatre. a 
abler to Sopltfe. 

SALOMON-Ou March 20th. 
to Glgt Me CaOaader) and 
wnaam. a mb. a brother for 

DEATHS 

ASHWORTH - On Z6Ui 
March, paacemily after a 
short Illness. MUlle (nb 
tYGatiagfian}. wue of the tale 
Tom Ashworth. Requiem 
Mass al SI Lawrence CathoBc 
Church. EtienbrMge. Kent, 
on Monday 1st April at ig 
noon, followed by Interment 
at Holtye Church. Family 
Bowen only, bid iuiwh 
in ueu If desired to 
Leukaemia Research. 
Enqidries to Abbey Funeral 
Directors. 173 Ihtfi Stmt 
Tbnhri*je. (01733)360328. 

ATYEHRM - On March 34th 
peacefully at Budielgh 
SOBatotL Dorothy aged 88. 
Mndh fond sUter ef Vlctnr 
and Hearty lowed ant and 
graataunL Service at Exatar 
and Devon Owatoifim an 
Monday April 1st at 
11.50am. Donations if 
desired to The League of 
Prienda c/o Budielgh 
Satierion Hospital. East 
Budielgh Road. Budielgh 
Salkrton. Devon. 

SUDD-On March 26Di 1996, 
Mtar a brier mnem at home 
Geoffrey Walter, beloved 
Husband or Joyce, father of 
Pant and Kate, gnmuanier 
of Bryan, respected and 
toved by Ms many MetA. 
The cremation will be 
Private mr Camay only. No 
newer* please. Memorial 
sendee wm be held at a later 

CAHMmQ - Bertram WtUten 
Of Poynlnga Avenue. 
Somhand-opEeek. Peacefully 
ate a abort OfaaeeB. Befamd 
hetfband at Wya and fooher 
of Ann and Tony. 
Grandfather of Kata aim 
James. Funeral at Holy 
Trinity Church. 
Socthdturcft, ll am on ^ 
April 1996. Flowers to 
Moan FJ>. Guhner ft ftmw 
Ltd.. 641 SouthchiBch Road. 
Soutbend-oo-Seo. Essex. 

DEATHS 

CHAMBERS - Mary 86 yean 
forrmrty of SamHMnds and 
Bcartho. Grimsby, died 
peacefully Mvdi 26th 1996 
at the home of her son. Ptp. 
Beloved wife of the late Tom. 
Loving Mmn to John. PhOfo 
and Sarah. Funeral at 
Grimsby Crematorium 
Tuesday fold April sjso pro. 
Flowers lo Mas Of or ds. 
Cleethorpea. Donations to 
ILNJ-L Skegness. 

CWTHBt - On Sunday 17th 
Maacb peacefully al Ua homa 
in Wendovsr. "EJ." aged 
94. Dearly loved by bis 
daughters GHUan and 
Frances, his grandchtutren 
and great-grandchildren. 
Family service has taken 
place. A Service of 
Thanfcagtvtng wffl be IsBd a 
St Maryks Church. 
Ayteabnry. «n Saturday 27th 
April at 11 -30 ML 

CRIP PS - Peacefully on 
March 26th in hospital. 
Florence Eileen, aged 88 
years. Loving mother of 
John and Caroline (nte 
Grace) and loving 
grandmother. Funeral 
Service at St Augustine's 
Church. Broceo Bank. 
Sheffield on Wednesday 
Aura 3rd at 2.15 pan. 

mew-Agnm Margaret died 
X9th March 1996. aged 8B 
yean at Queen Mary's 
Hospital, Sldcup. Funeral 
Service to be bald at St 
Panfiana Qnath. Cmyftrd 
on Thunday 4tb April at 
2Hn. followed hy burial M Si 
Pauttnn Churchyard. 

HARVEY - On Mwxh 24th 
1996. HUsn Mny. widow of 
Baafl. psncsftdlyinherrieaB 
aged 83 mra. Mac* loved 
mother of jouan, Tessa and 
StWhaM* and grandtitolhB- 
of mas. Funmd Sendee ai St 
Mary’s Church, Llmpley 
aoae. on Wednesday April 
3rd at 12 noon. 

DEATHS 

KMSZ - Albert Edward (n 
on March 2ist peacefully to 
Besfam aged 94 years. we9- 
tawwn Tenor and Organist 
widower of Gertrude. 

Enquiries to Mmnraety F/D. 
ML (01424) 730418. 

MARTIN - Peecenmy on 24tb 
March 1996. Ocely Frances, 
much loved wife of the Into 
Professor Fred Martin, 
mother of Andrew, Oandta 
and Sophie and grandmother 
of Simon. Carole. Gemma. 
Lucy and Joshua. 

MGftIUS - On 26lh March 
1996 peacefully at home 
John Desmond, beloved 
friend of YukL Crananon 
Private. NO Downs pianos 
Memorial service to be 
aimounert later. 

tTBRIEN - vice Adtmm John 
C-. O.C.. CJ3. In Ottawa. 
Cknadis on 
24th. 1996. after a short 
Illness. Most beloved 
biHband or Stophanle (atm 
Swtre). father of Gate CFertfl 
Ozkul) and Christopher, 
grandfather of Siobin. 
Delrdre. Ben. Fulya and 
Suzan. Private cremation. A 
memorial sendee wtfl be beM 
di later dale. 

PARKER - Peacefully on 
March 28th at her home 
Janet Hdga (aft Berry). 
Beloved wife of George, 
devoted mother of Jo-Amro 
and Henry. Funeral 
Tngday. 2nd AprtL service 
at Salisbury Crematorium 
3m. No Dowers by request. 
Donations if desired to 
Teacrai (Cancer Research] 
kindly received by Mrs EJbL 
John (Treasurer) 43 Heol 
Goffa. LtaneQL Dyfed. STUB 
3LT. 

DEATHS 

PATERSON - Joan Alice, 
widow or lan. mother of 
John and Coy. died 
peacefully at heme on 271h 
March. Funeral Service at 
Chelsea Old Church. 
2.30pm. Saturday SOth 
March. Flowers c/o 
Levertoho. 212 Eversbott 
Street. London NW1. 

PBEMTIOE - On Mardb 27Tb 
nddmdy In AunroUa aged 
64, EBrabem Ducfiem Into 
Morrisj. beloved wife of 
Andrew, mother ot Sony. 
Fiona and Aloe, sister of 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 

ROD {DAMEU - There wB 
be a Tribute to the Ufo of 
Ellccn Retd (Daniel). 
Secretary to the Policy 
Stadia* Institute. *»«i the 
contributions the made to the 
Institute, an Tuesday 30th 
April at 3 pm at PSL 100 
Port: VOogs East. 
NWl 3SR. Further 
information from Karin 
Crstdne on 0171-468 0468. 

IN MEMORIAM - 
PRIVATE* 

HsKECHHIE — Dnncan 
seventy wounded m prance 
191& died 28th March 1966 
aged 66. 

REED - Gladys M. Our 
beloved mother and 
grandmother, died March 
2801 1987, forever Ya our 
ihougias and beartL 

FOR SALE 

PO BOS 
wwteborse Yukon, 

i via cva. 

■ flUSwr. Honor 
Heshfl 01380 860038 (WBh) 

TICKETS FOR SALE 

TICKETS 
FOR SALE 

When responding to 
adverttmawnn 

readers era advised to 
establish the foes vafare and 
foil detaOs of tickets before 

entering ttrto any 
cotamltmenL Mostspcria 
tickets are sitgea to shirt 
re-sale and transfer rales. 

ABACUS 
TICKETS 
VlPStmric* 

WhnUodon 
Etra 9B PiioBnl, 

Phantom, Abeoftrtehr al 
Pop. Spori ft tdmm. 

TftfcflIBI 673 2944 
Ai tnajor cg'b accaptati 

TICKETS FOR SALE 

TICKETS 
CBongfat & Sold) 

Wimbledea 96 
Royal Ascot 

Phanrom. Ofirer, Saigon, 
Oasis. 3 Tenora, Eagles. 

T. Turner, B. Spriacneen 
Neil Diamond, Boa Jovi 

Any Ticket obtsiaed. 
9171 488-4414 

TICKETS 
UNA 7URNOL BON JOVI 

NEIL DIAMOND 
ISATHCLST. TOMMY 

PHANTOM. SUerBET 

BUC8YLEAGUE 
GHAUJENOB CUP 

ROYAL ASCOT 

TEL: 0171 3234480 
G> PamanS AnxMo 

ALL TICKETS 
MlfnlUnlilB BV HlWiPXll ID 

FLAacot Grand PitXiOatiB, 
P|rtiHrtaan.ra»ia, 

We obtain Bm 

0171 403 9555 
Al CC*. Free Dedvsry 

Goto out Eram An msMre poo 

bongbt ft mid. cut Now on 
0171 831 aaia n 82a zaor 

ALL AVABj: PMaiom. as t* 

TICKETS FOR SALE 

Omft. Eton. T Tumor, 
"■ pan. mo ' ■ 0171 » 

0171 

ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTABLES 

^£00 lOWMa 01700 
873474 (evro) ar 012S4 
8348*0 tdavsi 

flatsbare 

BirlBBAVIA rrmmnim atagie 

40QPW Twroi7i 3OTas7aJ| 
FLAtasJWW Lonaonv lonmM 

tSTtp ProAnotoml Oat 
merino mrewe. 0171-Eas aaai 

RENTALS 

CMnUH4N-lHMn 
totog your beat ft Bve Oynmet 

. _ 46 note, uyme 
oaa- ™ oiaaa 

nw ohl Avail now. a boo. a 

ppea are, oruwg. oak rkxn. 
55* enrbdo. recem nor trM 
deem*, tufts, ywd. oov«roe 
psrttie. Mm. dbbo ~— 
QtggT*4*aoa pna~ 

IQUtaUi two* tn BKan.'S^r 
ggmoe. *«*e two. «/* Bsiti. 
ga° FW Inc. 0171 Wte £££ 

STREET Mayfrar wi 
ISES0 * ■2bm^sWS g3PgOWQ171 3gnTr^°*m' 

RENTALS 

Meed LM Hnwfce urooantaa ta 
cantraL naMm UMUton 

T* 0171 34?Q&*rP1J,'~"'t*' 
Sndna 2 bed nat. 

racenUy refortj. norm-, bal- 

_£3aoow. 0171 sn eaia. 
KWt/Oron. cad How 

MMflbMm.«. modkab. nr 0171 379 4818 

SERVICES 

Ptuase pjurrNBt*_ 
P*Mag Aoencr. w you 

nw ring 01303 71B9Q9 

WANTED 

VPUWdi —■ “T 
Apwtmm m uaMon. “vS 
4-wwaaai T“ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SITUATIONS 
WANTED 

announcements 

How near' 
CV) ive are to 
^ the cure.,. 

...depends on you. 
4 ^ v T,i LEUKfl 

wem B7M85 «« 

FOR™f?.r?Ki9 mabwages 
AND MARRIAGES ETC 
On Qmrt £I, jo ^ ^ ^ ^ 

team send Court Rage Mnomwme^by w 

iSiSsasyaMisia 
TeL- 0171 782 7347. Fax 0171 481 9313. 

nammctademalli 
---^mrna,, , ~~1CI?CBM^trllllmt 

* 

u> O 
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Obituaries 

Terence Skemp. CB. QC, Second 
Parliamentary Counsel. I973-S0. 

and Counsel to the Speaker. 19S0- 
S5. died on March 15 aged SI. He 

was born on February 14.1915. 

DURING his 34 years as a parliamen¬ 
tary draftsman. Terence Skemp devel¬ 
oped a notable capacity for seeing how 
projects put to him in a very crude 
form, as legislative projects often are. 
could he made to work. It was a 
rapacity which he employed to good 
purpose in the Race Relations AcilOoS 
<the first attempt to tackle that difficult 
topic in Britain on a fairly wide front) 
and in the monster Local Government 
Act 1972. The latter would have taken 
far longer to prepare, and would have 
f.ir exceeded its 44S pages, had it not 
included in a form acceptable to 
Parliament an unprecedentedly wide 
and comprehensive power. This en¬ 
abled consequential repeals and 
amendments in the large body of 
puhlie and local Acts dealing with local 
government matters to be made by 
subordinate legislation. 

Terence Rowland Frazer Skemp was 
bom in the Punjab, where his father 
was a judge. He was educated at 
Charterhouse and Christ Church. Ox- 
turd, where he obtained an exhibition 
in law. At 21 he applied to joint the 
Indian Civil Service, bur was rejected 
as too young. He did not try again but 
instead read for the Bar. to which he 
was called by Gray's Inn early in 1938. 

Jfcle was a pupil of the renowned Sir 
Tnhn Foster, in whose chambers he 
stayed on after his pupilage, joining 
the Army in September “ 1939. He 
served in the Royal Armoured Corps 
throughout the war. was commis¬ 
sioned in January 1940. awarded the 
CmLx de Guerre, and medically dis¬ 
charged in 1945 after suffering a severe 
and partially disabling leg wound. 

This was about the rime when 
Herbert Morrison, as Leader of the 
House of Commons, agreed to an 
enlargement of the establishment of 
the Parliamentary Counsel Office in 
order to enable the Labour Govern¬ 
ment's exceptionally heavy postwar 
legislative programme to be successful¬ 
ly carried through. In April 1946 
Skemp was recruited by the then First 
Parliamentary' Counsel, the redoubt¬ 
able Sir Granville Ram (known affeo- 

TERENCE SKEMP 

tionaiety in the office as "the maestro") 
on the recommendation of Hubert 
Parker (the future Lord Chief Justice), 
at that time junior counsel to the 
Treasury. 

After a slightly shaky first three 
years (hardly surprising after so long 
away from the law), Skemp pulled 
himself up by his bootstraps and 
serried down to the long apprenticeship 
in the difficult art of legislative drafting 
which is necessary before one becomes 
fit to be let loose on Bills of one's own. 
in 1950 he spent six months in New 
Zealand and Australia studying their 
legislative processes. 

He was promoted to Deputy Parlia¬ 

mentary Counsel in 1903, and to hill 
Counsel in 1964. having from then on 
full responsibility for all the Bills 
allotted to him, among the first of 
which was that for the Firearms Act 
1965. He received a letter of thanks 
from Barbara Castle, then Minister of 
Transport for his work on the Docks 
and Harbours Act 1966 and a similar 
token of appreciation from the Home 
Secretary. Roy Jenkins, on the passing 
of the Criminal Justice Act 19t>7. 

After completing work on the Race 
Relations Act 1968 he spent a period 
with the Law Commission, producing 
several draft Bills which were pub¬ 
lished in reports issued hy the Com¬ 

mission with a view to improving the 
law. Having earlier gained valuable 
experience in the local government 
fidd from working as a “devil" on the 
London Government Act 1963. Skemp 
was allotted the Bill for the Local 
Government Act 1972. which complete¬ 
ly reorganised local government (ex 
cepr in Greater London) throughout 
England and Wales. 

This broke the record for size, being 
at that time the longest Bill ever 
presented to Parliament. In the follow¬ 
ing year he was appointed CB. and 
became Second Parliamentary Coun¬ 
sel jointly with the late Heniy Rowe, it 
being then undecided which of die two 
would eventually succeed Sir Anthony 
Stain ton as head of the office. 

In the event, the succession went to 
Rowe, partly because in 1975 Skemp 
developed a heart condition. This did 
not prevent him from drafting the diffi¬ 
cult Patents Act 1977. which entirely 
rewrote the Law on that subject, and the 
Companies Act 1980, a major amen¬ 
ding measure. He was also the drafts¬ 
man of the Trade Union and Labour 
Relations Act 1974. which famously 
began: "1(1) The Industrial Relations 
Act 1971 is hereby repealed. (2) Never¬ 
theless ..." and went on to re-enact 
many of die politically unexceptionable 
provisions of the repealed Act. 

On his retirement from the Parlia¬ 
mentary Counsel Office in 19S0, aged 
65, Skemp served for five years” as 
Counsel to the Speaker, in which 
capacity his main duty was to examine 
statutory instruments as they ap¬ 
peared, and to bring any defects to the 
attention of the Joint Committee ap¬ 
pointed to report on them. He came to 
this important task at a rime when rhe 
number of statutory instruments was 
increasing and brought to it a fresh, 
active and eminently sensible ap¬ 
proach. He took silk in 19S4. 

Outside his work. Terence Skemp 
was a quiet and very modest man, with 
a fund of anecdotes with which he liked 
to amuse his friends'. He was a gifted 
amateur pianist, and enjoyed travel 
and gardening. He married his wife 
Norma in 1939 but they eventually 
separated; and he spent the last twenty 
years of his life with his partner 
Sandra who survives him. together 
with his widow, and one son and two 
daughters of his marriage. 

Christopher Archibald, 
Professor of Economics. 

University of British 
Columbia. 1970-91, died 
on Februaiy 27 aged 69. 

He was born on 
. ^December 30.1926. 

J. M. KEYNES on one occa¬ 
sion remarked that a master 
economist should he able to 
“understand symbols and 
speak in words, contemplate 
the particular in terms of the 
general, and touch abstract 
and concrete in the same flight 
of thought". Chris Archibald 
possessed a philosopher's 
awareness nf what can and 
cannor be said with words and 
symbols, a mathematician's 
precision and a scientist's 
inclination towards testable 
predictions and critical experi¬ 
ments. He also had a firm 
grasp of the historical stage on 
which economic drama is 
enacted. Although he had no 
single big idea such as leads to 
a Nobel Prize, among his 
generation he had few equals 
as an economist's economist. 

George Christopher Archi¬ 
bald was the son of the deputy 
regional commissioner for the 
Midlands during the Second 
World War. His father was 
awarded an hereditary peer¬ 
age as Baron Archibald of 
Woodside in the City of Glas¬ 
gow by the An lee Govern¬ 
ment. This presented 
Archibald, as the onlv son. 

PROFESSOR CHRISTOPHER ARCHIBALD 
with a problem. Although 
having no objection to the 
award of honours on merit, he 
failed to see the logic of 
hereditary titles and so dis¬ 
claimed the peerage when his 
father died in 1975. 

Educated at Phillips Exeter 
Academy in the United States, 
Archibald took a wartime 
history degree at Cambridge, 
served in the Royal Army 
Education Corps from 1945 to 
1948. and completed his educa¬ 
tion at LSE. where he studied 
analytical and descriptive eco¬ 
nomics. After a spell lecturing 
at the University of Otago he 
joined the staff at LSE, where 
he became a leading member 
of a group of Young Turks, 
dedicated to the rigorous Test¬ 
ing of economic propositions. 

In the 1950s the economics 
profession tended to be split 
between theorists who did not 
wander too far from their 
armchairs, and applied econo¬ 
mists who did not venture too 
far from description. Archi¬ 
bald and other young col¬ 
leagues at LSE, through the 
vehicle of their Methodology, 
Measurement and Testing 
(M2!) seminar series, de¬ 
clared a revolt. Economic 
propositions were to be isolat¬ 
ed for rigorous analytical ex¬ 
amination and exposed to 
empirical tests in order to 
separate the wheat from the 
chaff. An underlying influence 
came from colleagues in the 

LSE philosophy department 
such as Karl Popper and 
Joseph Agassi. 

Jr was in this crucible that 
Archibald's distinctive ap¬ 
proach to economic analysis 
was forged. The hallmark of 
analytical clarity can be seen 
in Monetary and Value 
Theory (1958) in which he and 
Dick' Upsey demonstrated 

that a change in the value of 
real money balances could 
have only a transitory effect on 
consumption as economies 
moved from one equilibrium 
to another. The insistence that 
an informative theory must be 
able to produce refutable pre¬ 
dictions is well exemplified in 
Chamberlin versus Chicago 
(1961). The careful derivation 
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and testing of refutable impli¬ 
cations is evident in his em¬ 
pirical work on inflation and 
unemployment. 
. The M^T project in retro¬ 
spect might seem to have been 
heroic but naive in its confi¬ 
dence in the ability or empiri¬ 
cal tests to arbitrate between 
rival economic theories. Ad¬ 
dressing this problem in Refu¬ 
tation or Comparison? (1966), 
Archibald displayed a sophis¬ 
ticated awareness that resting 
more often allowed the empiri¬ 
cal content of rival theories to 
be compared rather than re¬ 
futed outright. 

Archibald’s enthusiasm for 
his subject was infectious. The 
world is full of students who 
found him the most stimulat¬ 
ing teacher encountered in 
their whole course of studies. 
If students displayed a serious 
interest in the subject he was 
always available to deal with 
their intellectual and personal 
problems. 

From LSE he joined the 
University of Essex in 1964. 
first as Reader, three years 
later becoming a Professor. In 
1970 he moved to British 
Columbia — not least because 
of the excellent salmon rivers 
there. He was a highly pro¬ 
ductive Professor of Econom¬ 
ics at the University of British 
Columbia from 1970 to 1991. 
On retirement he returned to 
Britain, initially to his native 
Scotland before settling in 
Appleby-Ln-Westmorland. 

Besides his interest in eco¬ 
nomics. Archibald carried 
with him the integrity and 
sense of perspective that 
characterise a civilised human 
being. In his company, discus¬ 
sion of economic matters 
found its place as pan of a 
wider canvas of human expe¬ 
rience that included wars, 
disasters, mountains, rugby, 
bears and fish that got away. 

His painfui final illness was 
borne with good humour. His 
first marriage ended in di¬ 
vorce, and he is survived by 
his second wife. Daphne. 
There were no children. 

DAVID PACKARD 
David Packard. 

businessman and farmer 
United States Deputy 

Secretary of Defence in 
(far Nixon 

Administration, died on 
March 2b aged S3. He 

was born on September 7. 
1912. 

IN THE cut-throat environ¬ 
ment of modern American 
industry, with its massive 
worker lay-offs and remote 
senior executives. David 
Packard was a remarkable 
example of a very different 
management philosophy. By 
keeping in constant touch with 
his employees and gi\ing full 
rein to their creativity, sharing 
profits and providing security, 
he built the Hewlett-Packard 
Company into one of the 
largest and most innovative 
electronics companies in the 
world. 

Together with his partner. 
William Hewlett. Packard 
founded the concern in 19SS 
with a capital of $53S and a 
workshop housed in his ga¬ 
rage. Today it has 100.000 
employees, and annual reve¬ 
nues of $31 billion, with fac¬ 
tories across the world. 

Packard and Hewlett had 
been friends as electrical engi¬ 
neering students at Stanford 
University, where the bfr 4in 
Packard had also been an 
outstanding athlete and foot¬ 
ball player. 

Both enjoyed tinkering with 
electronics, and in short order 
they had invented a weight- 
reducing machine, an elec¬ 
tronic harmonica tuner, and a 
foul-line indicator for bowling 
alleys. Their first commercial 
sale, however, was to Walt 
Disney, who ordered eight 
audio-oscillators for use on the 
sound-track of Fantasia at 
$71 JO each. The Hewlett- 
Packard partnership turned a 
profit of $1,653 in its first year, 
reinvested it in the business, 
and never looked back. The 
garage, recognised as the 
birthplace of Silicon Valley, is 
now' a California state 
landmark. 

As the corporation grew. 
Packard strove to maintain its 
small company atmosphere 
by creating numerous divi¬ 
sions and giving each a high 

degree of autonomy which 
extended to the shop Ilnor. 
Managers were encouraged to 
set objectives and to let the 
workers get on with the job. 
Combined with a technique 
known as "management by 
walking around." which had 
senior executives making 
themselves visible and accessi¬ 
ble on the shop floor, h proved 
extremely effective. Packard 
himself, who had a horror of 
executive pomposity, insisted 
on being called "Dave" by his 
workers. 

A lifelong liberal Republi¬ 
can. who had made substan¬ 
tial financial contributions to 
the party. Packard found him¬ 
self the centre of controversy 
in 1969 when he was selected 
by President Nixon to become 
deputy to Melvin Laird as 
Secretary of Defence. The 
reason was a potential conflict 
of interest: Hewlett-Packard 
was a major defence contrac¬ 
tor, selling an annual 
$100 million worth of electron¬ 
ic instruments to the Penta¬ 
gon. and Packard owned 
about 30 per cent of the stock, 
worth $289 million. 

He resolved the issue by 
leaving the company, ex¬ 
changing his $1 million in¬ 

come for a government salary 
of $30,000. and purring his 
shares into a charitable trust. 
Although some, including 
Senator Albert Gore, were 
unconvinced, calling the move 
a book-keeping exercise. 
Packard won Senate confir¬ 
mation easily and served with 
considerable success for the 
next three years before return¬ 
ing to Hewlett-Packard as 
chairman. 

Packard was later appoint¬ 
ed by President Reagan as 
chairman of the Blue Ribbon 
Commission on Defence Man¬ 
agement. recommending 
changes in the system of 
weapons procurement, and 
served as a member of the 
Trilateral Commission from 
1973 to 1981. 

During the 1980s Packard 
went into semi-retirement, 
though maintaining his offi¬ 
cial position with Hewlett- 
Packard. But, when the 
company got into financial 
difficulties in 1991, he returned 
to fall-time work, and inspired 
the reorganisation which re¬ 
stored its fortunes. 

David Packard is survived 
by one son and three daugh¬ 
ters. His wife Lucile died in 
1987. 

ALAN RIDOUT 
Alan RidouL composer, 
died from a heart attack 

In Caen, France, on 
March 19 aged 61. He was 
born in West Wickham, 

Kent, on December 9, 
1934. 

FROM his earliest childhood. 
Alan Ridout knew that he 
would devote his life to music. 
He heard music in his head, 
and by the age of 12 he had 
written down, almost as if by 
dictation, more than a hun¬ 
dred works. Throughout his 
life he remained a fluent and 
prolific composer. He wrote 
some 15 operas, six ballets, 
eight symphonies, 25 concer- 
tante works, chamber music 
(including eight string quar¬ 
tets), instrumental music and 
a great deal of church music. 
He was also an early experi¬ 
menter with electronic tech¬ 
niques, his 1959 Psalm for 
Sine Wave Generators being 
one of the first pieces of purely 
electronic music by an English 
composer. 

Alan Ridout began formal 
musical instruction at rhe age 
of nine when, despite vocifer¬ 
ous protest from his father, his 
mother arranged for him to 
take piano lessons. Three 
years later he had passed the 
final grade of the Asssoriated 
Board of the Royal Schools of 
Music examination with dis¬ 
tinction and had already com¬ 
pleted more than a hundred 
works including a symphony, 
numerous concertante pieces, 
chamber music and choral 
settings — all modelled on 
classical principles. 

At the age of 15. Ridout left 
Haberdashers' Aske's school, 
then in Hampstead, and 
began studying music profes¬ 
sionally. He spent two years at 
the Guildhall School of Music 

where, apart from working at 
composition and conducting, 
he continued his piano stud¬ 
ies, giving his first public 
recital at the age of 16. 

His primary interest in com¬ 
position, however, took him to 
the Royal College of Music 
where he worked for two years 
with Gordon Jacob and for a 
further two years with Her¬ 
bert Howells. By the time he 
left in 1954 several of his works 
had been performed, mainly 
at concerts of the Society for 
the Promotion of New Music. 

His first instrumental work to 
be professionally performed 
was a concerto for string 
orchestra, written when he 
was 14. 

Ridout went on to teach at a 
school near Tunbridge Wells, 
continuing his studies in com¬ 
position meanwhile under 
Peter Radne Fricker and Sir 
Michael Tippett. He was 
awarded a Netherlands Gov¬ 
ernment Scholarship in 1958 
and while he was over there 
several of his works were 
published, including a partita 
for cello solo. 

Returning to England. 
Ridout embarked upon a com¬ 
prehensive study of early 
music, working alongside 
Thurston Dart, Professor of 
Music at Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity. He also started teaching 
at Birmingham University 
and the Royal College of 
Music, as well as broadcast¬ 
ing for the BBC including a 
series of 40 programmes. 
Background to Music and a 
further series Background to 
Musical Form. For these he 
compiled and wrote the com¬ 
panion volumes. 

By 1964 he was teaching at 
both Cambridge and London 
universities, while being Pro¬ 
fessor of Theory and Composi¬ 
tion at the Royal College of 
Music Moving to Canterbury 
in 1968, he was also composer 
in residence to the cathedral 
and the choir school and wrote 
operas for the boys, including 
a poignant version of Bertolt 
Brecht's story of children drift¬ 
ing through the nightmarish, 
broken world of postwar 
Germany. 

After the closure of the choir 
school, Ridout joined the 
music staff at King's College, 
Canterbury. Here he taught 
for many years. His mischie¬ 
vous delight in practical jokes 
was particularly appreciated 
by his pupils. But in 1990 he 
suffered a severe heart attack 
and. three years later, he 
derided to move to France, 
something he had always 
dreamt of doing. He was also 
received into the Roman Cath¬ 
olic Church in 1994. being 
made an oblate of the order of 
St Benedict soon afterwards. 

His last major work Canti¬ 
cle of Joy was premiered at the 
Three Choirs Festival last 
year. 

Alan Ridout never married. 

THE CIVIL WAR IN PARIS 

(From oar Special Correspondent) 

Paris, March 2b. evening 

... I confess that I am amazed at the 
moderation of the rebels. I think that they have 
borne their honours meekly. They saw that no 
effort was made by our lawful protectors lo 
avenge the massacre in the Rue de la Pair on 
Wednesday, and yet they have refrained from 
slaughtering any more of us. 1 live in a street 
dose to the Committee's military Head- 
Quarters. It is guarded at either end by double 
posts of Montmartre and Belleville nationals. 
The gate of my hotel is kept locked, and the 
windows of the lower storeys are blinded with 
iron shutters. Well, all of us in this street are 
allowed to go in and out of our domiciles, and 
there has been no attempt on our lives and 
proper1 ties. Even at the risk of being dealt with 
as traitors by the Government at Versailles, we 
are all very respectful to the armed repre¬ 
sen la rives of the Central Committee. Our very 
existence is m the hands of these men. The 
Nationals of Order hare completely deserted 
us. and. as for our legitimate rulers, they don't 
give us the protection of even a policeman. Is it 
any wonder, then, that a load was taken off Ihe 
hearrs of the citizens last evening when they 

ON THIS DAY 

March 28,1871 

A commune elected by Parisians to 
rule the dry after France’s defeat 
in the Franco-Prussian War was 
crushed by Government troops in May 

and 25WO insurgents killed 

found that, as there seemed to be no chance of 
assistance from Versailles, an accommodation 
had been arrived at between the legal Mayors 
and the illegal Committee, and that for a day 
or two, at all events, they might re-open their 
houses and resume their ordinary vocations? [ 
never witnessed anything like the change that 
came over Paris when die second editions of 
the evening papers and numerous affiches 
made known to the citizens that the Mayors 
and Committee had agreed to a truce. Shutters 
were taken down with magical rapidity, shops 
were lit up with gas, and articles for .sale 
exposed in the windows; men, wtunen and 
children flocked out to promenade on the 

Boulevards, and if a Prussian Etappen 
Commander had requisitioned all the 
jobmasters of Paris, carriages could not have 
appeared on the scene with more instanta¬ 
neous rapidity. The lines of bristling bayonets 
disappeared from the corners of the Rue 
Drouot and the Rue Vivienne; Nationals of 
Order and Nationals of “Disorder'' — fl 
suppose I must use the term by way of 
distinction, though it does sound rather 
disrespectful to the parry in power) — 
embraced and kissed: and l found myself 
carried away In a crowd who were shouting 
"V7hp la RepubliqueTand waving their hats as 
a battalion of the Montmartre troops marched 
proudly along the Boulevard des I [aliens. 
Today the elections have been going on 
peaceably, and all Paris is out promenading. 
Everyone is fuming down from the Place de 
1’Opera id see the fortifications m the Place 
Venddme, which they — the public — are 
allowed to view across the paving stone 
obstruction if they obey the order "Ctrcu/er" hy 
not standing too long in one spot ... In 
compliment to my nationality 1 was permitted 
to enter the Place itself and inspect all the 
defences. I believe that a foreigner of any 
nationality, even Prussia, does not stand a 
worse chance in Paris now than he did before 
the Civil War commenced... 
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Blair to ballot party on manifesto 
■ Tony Blair is to ballot every member of his party on his 

general election manifesto in an unprecedented move to 
prevent a Labour government running into internal trouble 

that could damage its chances of survival. 
■ All 365,000 members will be consulted next autumn about a 

draft manifesto setting out Labour’s priorities for the first years 

of government and the document will then be fine-tuned in the 

weeks before the election.——.Plages 1,2,20 

Revolution in the sixth form 
■ Gillian Shephard signalled the biggest shake-up in sixth- 
form study for more than 40 years when she ordered tighter A- 

Jevd standards and introduced a qualifications framework 

linking vocational and academic courses. She accepted a raft of 
recommendations from Sir Ron Dealing.Page 1,10,11,21 

French victim 
A French victim of Creutzfeldt- 
Jakob disease may have died of 
the same strain of the illness as 
the British patients whose cases 
have been linked to "mad cow" 
disease_Pages 1.9, 20.21 

Tories hold up 
Support for the Tories has held 
up in the first opinion poll pub¬ 
lished since the beef raw erupted. 
But Labour and Tony Blair con¬ 
tinue to enjoy their highest rat¬ 
ings since last July.Page I 

School power 
Wide-ranging proposals to give 
all schools more power, leading 
eventually to the establishment of 
more grammar schools, will be 
promised by Gillian Shephard, 
the Education Secretary... Page 2 

MP banned 
Sir Nicholas Scott. MP. was fined 
£450 and banned from driving 
after he left an accident where a 
toddler’s pushchair was trapped 
between cars--Page 3 

Charge dropped 
Rachel Heath, a home help ac¬ 
cused of attempting to murder a 
woman who was suffering from 
terminal cancer, had her case 
dismissed.Page 5 

Patient killed father 
A mental patient allowed back 
into the community despite 
known homicidal tendencies 
killed his father and two 
pensioners.Page 6 

Clarke stands firm 
Kenneth Clarke has blocked to¬ 
day's Cabinet meeting bora re¬ 
solving the question of a 
referendum on a single currency 
by saying Malcolm Rifkind must 
be present...Page 8 

Tough S levels ... 
High-flying students will be en¬ 
couraged to take revitalised S lev¬ 
els, or even parts of university 
courses, under Sir Ron Dealing's 
plans to stretch the most able 
sixth-formers_Page 10 

... easy GCSEs 
Students criticised GCSEs as "too 
easy" in a survey of 16 to I9-year- 
olds conducted for Sir Ron 
Dealing. They also doubted the 
relevance of A levels for later 
life.-...Plage II 

Briton ran for his life 
A Briton told the "backpacker 
trial” how he ran for his life when 
an Australian roadworker ac- 

' cosed of killing seven tourists 
opened fire on him.Page 14 

Turin trauma 
The BSE crisis has cast a harsh 
new light on the EU summit in 
Turin, an event intended to set a 
serene tone for the Maastricht 
review conference  Page IS 

Patten refusal 
Chris Patten, the Governor, re¬ 
jected Chinese proposals to set up 
a second legislature in Hong 
Kong before the colony’s 
handover in 1997.Page 16 
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Navy women wear the trousers 
■ The Royal Navy’s bell-bottom trousers have been reprieved 
after a review of uniforms. Female ratings are going to wear 

them as well, with the square rig top of their male counterparts, 
and they will no longer be allowed to cany a handbag to work. 
The flares had been thought dated but sailors who tested 

straight-leg trousers said they looked too ordinary.Page I 

Thousands of people watched The Matthew, a replica of John Cabot’s flagship, as she left Bristol to start sea trials yesterday 

Rhythm and blues: Jools Holland, 
jazz pianist and TV personality, 
used to find talking about his pri¬ 
vate life excruciating_Page 19 

Sexism and sickness: Psycholo¬ 
gists have found a syndrome affect¬ 
ing ambitious women Page 19 

Whitewash: Why the Duchess of 
York felt the need to flaunt her new 
blanched looks —.— Page 18 

Maths: Day Four of the national 
curriculum guide-Page 17 

Cross country: Tour operators are 
promoting Australia’s open roads 
for fly-drive holidays-Page 40 

Visas and abuses: Cultural chame¬ 
leon Melvyn Bragg’s new novel; 
links between primate grooming 
and conversation; shared German 
guilt an Jews_Pages 38,39 

The US Treasury has introduced a 
new $100 bill without withdrawing 
the old in order to stamp out coun¬ 
terfeiters without upsetting the mil¬ 
lions of foreigners who fed safer 
with dollars than, with their own 
money. No other currency is trust¬ 
ed as widdy as the American dol¬ 
lar — The New York Times 

Jaguar The company won £80 mil¬ 
lion of aid that will help to pay for 
investment to build a new car and 
create thousands of jobs—Page 23 

Motorway: B1CC and Trafalgar 
House have scooped a £200 million 
contract to build and operate a new 
motorway linking the Ml to the A1 
north of Leeds-Page 23 

Competition: Flans for a law to 
prohibit cartels, anti-competitive 
agreements between companies 
and. other market-rigging behav¬ 
iour have been tabled ‘ fay the 
Government.. _1-Page 23 

Markets: The FT-SE100 index rose 
115 points to dose at 3672.4. Ster¬ 
ling’s trade-weighted index rose 
from 83.2 to 83.4 after a foil from 
$1-5222 to $15185 but a rise bom 
DM22465 to DM22583 ....Page 26 

Racing: Cigar, the 1995 North 
American horse of the year, won 
the $4 million Dubai World Cup 
from two other American horses. 
Soul Of The Matter and 
L'Carriere_Page 43 

Motor racing: Viviane Senna, sister 
of the late world champion driver, 
has raised $2 million this year to¬ 
wards helping Brazilian children to 
escape poverty-Page 46 

Rugby league: After nine months 
of rehabilitation and pain. Frano 
Botica is ready to resume the most 
prodigious poznts-scoring career in 
the modem game-Page 42 

Bowls: Tony Allcock, the defending 
champion, recovered from 24-15 
down to defeat Nod Kennedy in the 
world outdoor singles champion¬ 
ship in Adelaide-Page 42 
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Cinema competition: Have you 
ever wanted to write a screenplay? 
The Times Screenwriting Competi¬ 
tion offers aspiring auteurs their 
big break_Page 34 

New films: Director Tim Robbins 
takes a giant stride forward in his 
powerful new Dead Man Walking, 
while action maestro Renny Harlin 
takes a giant stride back in the 
dichAd pirate flick Cutthroat 
Island_Page 35 

Robbins speaks: Why Tim Rob¬ 
bins spoke up for the inmates on 
death row in his new film Dead 
Man Walking..*..Page 35 

Not convincing: Stephen 
Sondheim's Passion, newly arrived 
in die West End, is a sentimental 
and silly musical, says Benedict 

| Nightingale-Page 36 

IN THE TIMES 

■ WIZARD OZ 
Free 16-page pullout 
guide to holidays in 
Australia, from 
downtown Sydney to the 
deepest outback 

■ MAN FROM AUNTIE 
Valerie Grove meets 
Marmaduke Hussey, the 
retiring BBC chairman 

Preview: Muhammad Ali. boxer 
and political activist reassessed in 
Reputations (BBC2,9pm). Review: 
Matthew Bond grudgingly warms 
to Hearts of Gold.—Page 47 

Academic questions 
The A level is the qualification to 
which pupils aspire and which em¬ 
ployers respect Specialist know¬ 
ledge and tough final examinations 
are its hallmarks. The Government 
should get back to those 
basics.—.— Pagea 

Pain for gain 
The real issue is whether a charita¬ 
ble organisation’s income should, 
in the circumstances, enjoy exemp¬ 
tion from income tax, corporation 
tax and capital gains tax „Page 21 

Our fretful relations 
Judges think they smell humbug 
when faced with journalists claim¬ 
ing that a promise of anonymity 
must override a court’s demand to 
reveal a source-..Page 21 

WILLIAM REES-MOGG 
It may be true that one is no more 
likely to catch Creutzfeldt-Jaknb ■ 
disease from British beef than one*} 
is to win the Lottery. But that is not ■ 
much of an argument to use to the 
British public. 90 per cent of whom 
have bought lottery tickets in the - 
hope of winning-;.. Page 20 

PETER RIDDELL 
This will be a tight document —"rej . 
"shopping-list of policies starting 
with agriculture and ending with 
zoos", as Robin Cook put it There7 
are likely to be a few “flagship" 
policies, symbolising how Labour 
would be different —~ Page 20 

JOHN BRYANT 
A century ago beef tea was the ,V 
chosen stimulant for the mad keen -v: 
sportsman, thought even more eff¬ 
ective than morphine, strychnine^, 
and belladonna. You could take ' 
what you liked — and it was your/-v 
own lookout-Page 46 

Terence Skcmp, Counsel to the . • 
Speaker, 1980-85; David Packard^ 
US Deputy Secretary of Defence: 
Professor Christopher Archibald, 
economist..PacS?3 

BSE; Robin Hood; EU and UK 
status; China and Taiwan; Orde_ 
Wingate....Page2i=. 
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□ General: much of England and 
Wales will start dry and in the south 
some sunshine is likely. Thickening 
doud and showery rain wiD spread 
south through the day. Rather cold. 

Northern Ireland and Scotland 
should become mostly dry and bright 
while showers wi'ti continue in the 
north and the east of Scotland. 
□ London, SE England, Central S 
England, Channel Isles, SW Eng¬ 
land: marnty dry, sunny periods, 
becoming doudy later. Winds, light 
mainly westerly. Max 8C (46F). 
□ E Angfia, E Midlands, E Eng¬ 
land, Central N England: outbreaks 
of showery rain will spread from the 
north. Winds, west then northwesterly 
light or moderate. Max 6C (42F). 

□ W Midlands, Wales, NW Eng¬ 
land: dry and quite bright, becoming 
doudy with showers, mainly near the 
coast Winds westerly then northwest¬ 
erly moderate. Max 8C (46F). 
□ Lake District, Isis of Man, NE 
England, Borders, Edinburgh & 
Dundee, SW Scotland, Glasgow, 
Central Highlands, Argyll, N Ire¬ 
land: doudy with showery outbreaks 
of rain, becoming mainly dry from the 
north. Winds west or northwesterly 
moderate. Max 6C (42F). 
□ Aberdeen, Central Highlands, 
Moray Firth, N Scotland, Orkney, 
Shetland; some brighter spells but 
generally doudy with showers of sleet 
or snow on hills. Max 5C (41F). 
□ Outlook: cold with night frost 
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sunny 
showers 

Lightning 

ACROSS 
I Give me feathers for my clothing? 

Not originally (4-2-4). 
A Beak revealing what the charge is 

(4). 
9 Possibly an MP. et al., 1 run into 

here (10). 
10 Relation of fisherman, say. re¬ 

turned new fish (4). 
12 Lock up using various keys (4). 
13 Look into one special point as 

proposer of terms (9). 
15 In die grip of corrupt bosses and 

editor (8). 
16 Fly — from France, is repeatedly 

coining bads. (6). 
18 Football striker reported (6). 
20 Kings supporter as employer of 

staff, I note (8). 
23 Pollute river with contents of 

bursting crates (9). 
24 Was willing to create political 

group (4). 

Solution (o Puzzle No 20,126 
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26 Man making rank-and-file move¬ 
ments behave dishonestly (4). 

27 Punilively hard situation for pol¬ 
itical grouping (6,4). 

28 Showing skill removing centre of 
earth oi ware (4). 

29 Misleading clues upset select fans 
(55). 

DOWN 
1 Bacon’s good breakfast for author 

(4). 
2 Pattern a partnership follows for 

some of the French (7). 
3 Original address of one in 9 (65). 
4 Serve my old king, and behave 

arrogantly (8). 
5 Abandoned in need? Nothing new 

there (6). 

7 ftxind, for example, publication is 
getting put mm it (7). 

8 English in line the new editor 
added to (10). 

II Pub full of proverbial drunkards 
— or the other place? (525). 

14 Thought to be deliberate (10). 
17 Party —reason for needing kits of 

food (8). 

19 Prepare to sail away from the 
Needles (45). 

21 Enlarge home accommodation 
with extra quarter (7). 

22 Is a Yankee lawyer competent to 
appear in this country? (6). 

25 Visibly showed hatred in quarrel 
(4). 
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National motomays __ 
WtetCounty ... 
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Mdtands..... . . 
East AngBa...... 
Northwea England_ . _ 
North-easi England .... 
Scotland.. ... 
Northern tetond _ ___ ___ 
AA Roadmen is charged ai 39p par rmaa < 
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Sun Rain Max 
hra In C F 

8 43 c Liverpool 
39 6 43 s London 
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53 - 7 45 s Manchester 
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Rdi moon April 4 
London 823 pm to 5.42 am 
Bristol 6 37 pm to 5.52 am 
Edinburgh 543 pm to 5 51 am 
Manchester 638 pm to 5.49 am 
Penance 6.48 pm to 6.05 am 
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5 41 e 

7 45 a 
a 46 9 
7 45 r 
5 41 8 
6 43 G 
7 45 ah 
7 45 s 
7 45 g 

55 Snow 
13 Temperature 

(Celsius) 
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B Aires 
Bahrain 
Bangkok 
Barbados 
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magnet for 
foreign cash 
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Sister of mercy 
keeps memory 
of Senna alive 
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Acquisitive Lloyds TSB courts New Zealand bank 
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LLOYDS TSB is believed to be 
planning its third massive acquisi¬ 
tion in less than a year with the 
takeover of Trust Bank New Zea¬ 
land. which has a market valuation 
of £600 million. 

The deal follows its £1.8 billion ac¬ 
quisition of Cheltenham & Gloucest¬ 
er last August and ihe £15 billion 
merger with TSB in December. 

Lloyds has been a big player in 
New Zealand since the mid-1960s 
when it bought the National Bank of 

New Zealand. Sir Brian Pitman. 
Lloyds TSB chief executive, has 
made no secret of his admiration for 
the New Zealand banking and 
financial system and the economy’s 
low level of inflation. 

An announcement is expected 
from Lloyds TSB through the Nat¬ 
ional Bank of New Zealand within 
days. A spokeswoman last night 
said: “Lloyds TSB does not com¬ 
ment on market rumour." 

The bank did, however, yesterday 
move to deny a markei rumour in 
Australia that it was to buy the SO 
fwr cent stake in the Common¬ 

wealth Bank, which is up for sak for 
an estimated A$.SOO million. 

Lloyds TSB does not currently 
have a significant presence in 
Australia, where four banks are 
thought to be inviting bids, al¬ 
though National Bank of New 
Zealand docs have a wholesale 
tanking business in Australia. 

HSBC. Midland Bank's parent, 
yesterday denied rumours that it 
was seeking a tie-up with Trust 
Bank. Its HongkungBank unit had 
been seen as a possible suitor for the 
New Zealand bank. Common¬ 
wealth Bank of Australia's ASB 

Bank has been seen as the other 
potential partner for Trust Bank. 

Trust Bank, which is mostly 
involved in mortgage lending, is 78 
per cent-owned by community 
trusts. A 22 per cent stake in Trust 
Bonk was floated on the New Zeal¬ 
and stock markei two years ago. 
The hank recently confirmed that it 
was in negotiations with an un¬ 
named party over “a possible inter¬ 
est in amalgamation". Its market 
value has been estimated at about 
NZ$132 billion, or £600 million. 

It is not dear whether LJoyds TSB 
will acquire the whole of Trust Bank 

or a stake of about 50 per cent. Some 
community trust shareholders have 
said they are not willing to sell. 

The bank would be a good fit with 
National Bank of New Zealand and 
with Lloyds TSB'S mortgage exper¬ 
tise in the UK. The interest in Trust 
Bank is seen by some as a change of 
heart. Lloyds TSB hud been 
rumoured as a seller of National 
Bank of New Zealand, but was said 
to be seeking “too high a price", 
according to an analyst. 

However, analysts have ex¬ 
pressed some doubt about how 
Lloyds TSB will fund such a deal. Its 
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Jobs bonanza 
as Jaguar 

wins £80m aid 

JAMES MORGAN 

By Kevin Eason, motoring editor 

JAGUAR yesterday won its 
fight for £80 million worth of 
aid that will help to pay for 
investment to build a new 
car and create thousands of 
jobs. 

There will be 1300 new jobs 
at Jaguar with up to 5.000 
created in component suppli¬ 
ers, while another 3,000 in 
Jaguar and at Ford plants wfll 
be safeguarded. 

The European Commission 
} dropped objections to British 

government plans for grants 
towards the £400 million cost 
of developing die mid-range 
car in this country after the 
personal intervention of Ian 
Lang, President of the Board 

of Trade. He told European 
Commissioners that die in¬ 
vestment was one of the most 
important in the European 
motor industry but would be 
lost to the United Slates unless 
the aid was available to Ford, 
Jaguar’s parent company. 

Ford could have buflt the 
new, small Jaguar at an 
existing plant at Wixom, near 
Detroit, one of many areas of 
the USA desperately bidding 
for new investment by motor 
manufacturers. 

Mr Lang said yesterday: 
"We faced very tough competi¬ 
tion from an alternative site in 
the US and 1 have been 
personally in touch with Com- 

Pilkington cuts 
1,900 workers 

By Alasdajr Murray 

> . - 

PILKINGTON, the glass- 
maker. yesterday revealed it 
was cutting 1.900 jobs 
worldwide and would take a 
EI55 million exceptional 
charge in this year’s ac¬ 
counts for restructuring. 

The company also upset 
the City by giving warning 
that full-year profits, exclud¬ 
ing exceptional*, would be 
"marginally” below expecta¬ 
tions for the year to March 
31. The shares fell 83p to 
dose at I9Sp as the City 
reacted badly to the news, 
which dosdy follows a £300 
million rights issue in Nov¬ 
ember. to cover acquisitions. 

But die company prom¬ 
ised a rapid pay-back from 
its cost-cutting measures, 
which will take place over 
the next three years, and 
said full benefits would 
appear from 1998. Roger 
Leverton, chief executive, 
said: “The work we have 
done to date on benchmark¬ 
ing and cost cutting has de¬ 
monstrated the continuing 
potential within the group to 
improve efficiencies ^ and 
yields in all our activities.” 

The £155 million charge 
indudes an asset write¬ 
down of £85 million and £70 
million in costs from the 
restructuring of operations 
in Europe and the US. In 
Europe the company will 
consolidate operations after 

the £120 million purchase of 
the Italian SIV last Novem¬ 
ber. In the US Pilkington 
said it would rationalise its 
glass plants focusing on the 
production of laminated, 
tempered and encapsulated 
glass. The company wUl 
also cut costs at its German 
building products arm after 
a difficult trading year. Pilk¬ 
ington said the plan is to be 
self-financing in cash terms. 

Job cuts are expected to 
take place across the busi¬ 
nesses but Pilkington would 
no! specify further because it 
is still involved in talks with 
unions. Mr Leverton said 
cuts among the 3300 Brit¬ 
ish staff would be limited 
and achieved by natural 
wastage over three years. 

Pennington, page 27 
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Leverton: “potential” 

missioner van Miert in Brus¬ 
sels about the strategic impor¬ 
tance of this project far the 
British car industry and for 
the West Midlands.” 

Even though there was an 
emotional attachment to Brit¬ 
ain. Alex Trotman. Ford’s 
British-born chairman, was 
prepared to ditch plans for a 
site here for the sake of 
producing the car at lower cost 
in a modern American plant 
Now Britain will build the car 
that enthusiasts have dreamt 
about for more than 25 years. 

Jaguar is planning a small 
saloon, codenamed X2Q0, that 
will challenge the C- and E- 
ejass models from Mercedes 
and BMW's 5-series from 
1998. The car will be the 
spiritual descendant of the 
famous Mark II series of cars 
which helped to establish Jag¬ 
uar around the world in the 
1960s. It will also be the first 
time Jaguar has had a three- 
model range — comprising the 
X200. XJ6 saloons, and the 
new XK8 sports car which is 
launched later this year — 
since 1970. when the business 
was owned by British 
Ley land. 

Jaguar is developing an I 
integrated factory next to its 
paint plant ar Castle 
Bromwich in Birmingham for 
the X200. In addition to 1300 
new jobs at Castle Bromwich, 
the investment will secure 
around 3,000 jobs at Ford 
plants at Bridgend in Wales 
and Halewood on Merseyside 
which will be key suppliers. 

The European Commission 
had objected to £40 million of 
the grant which was to come 
from the Government’s re¬ 
gional selective assistance 
budget ruling that the aid 
would have to be substantially 
cut. The balance of grants 
package comes in the form of 
site and land reclamation by 
English Partnerships, envi¬ 
ronmental work and training 
provided by local agencies. 

Mr Lang insisted that the 
cash would establish Jaguar 
as a major volume producer, 
raising output from between 
35,000 to 40.000 cars a year to 
80.000 in 199S and nearer 
100.000 by the end of the 
century. 

Nick Scheele, Jaguar's 
chairman and chief executive, 
said: “This is excellent news 
for Jaguar's employees, cus¬ 
tomers, dealers, suppliers and 
the West Midlands economy.” 

Pennington, page 27 

Sir Geoffrey Mulcahy saw Kingfisher, the Woolworths group, lift profits to £2S7 million 

Kingfisher’s B&Q dives 
KINGFISHER, the Wool- 
worths to Comet retail group, 
yesterday reported a sharp 
fall In profits from its B&Q 
subsidiary, but denied that 
the chain's chief executive had 
come dose to leaving because 
of a dash'of views over the 
way forward for the do-it- 
yourself business. 

B&Q, the market leader, 
saw profits drop by a third, to 
£55-4 million, in the 53 weeks 
to February 3. However, the 
decline, was more than offset 
by improved profits from all 
the group’s other operations- 

Overall, Kingfisher lifted 
underlying pre-tax profits 2 
per cent to £287J. million, on 

By Sarah Bagnall 

sales up 8 per cent, to £53 
billion. The results beat mar¬ 
ket forecasts, which ranged 
from £244 million to £282 mil¬ 
lion. helping to lift the shares 
21p. to 554p. 

Including one-off costs, pre¬ 
tax profits rose 27.6 per cent, 
to £311.7 million. 

Sir Geoffrey Mulcahy, chief 
executive, said: “The result at 
B&Q was disappointing partly 
because the DIY market is at 
its worst for five years." To try 
to improve the 279-strong 
chain’s fortunes. Kingfisher 
has cut its store opening pro¬ 
gramme for the warehouse 
format from nine to four in the 
current year. It has also found 

scope for £20 million of effici¬ 
ency gams in B&Q. 

Referring to speculation 
that Jim Hodkinson. head of 
B&Q, was about to go because 
of differences of opinion. Sir 
Geoffrey said “it was never an 
issue” and that the resulting 
plan of action was put to the 
board by Mr Hodkinson. 

The group's first-half under¬ 
lying pre-tax profits fell by 123 
per cent, but second-half 
profits rose by 8.7 per cent 

An 11.7p final dividend, due 
on July 2, makes 16J2p, up from 
I52p. Earnings per share rose 
by 323 per cent, to 34.4p. 

Tempus. page 28 

BICC and 
Trafalgar 
to operate 
motorway 

ByRossTieman 

INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 

BICC and Trafalgar House 
have scooped a £200 million 
contract to build and operate a 
new motorway linking the Ml 
to the A1 north of Leeds. BICC, 
which did not pre-quality, 
replaced Wimpey as Trafal¬ 
gar’s partner after Wimpey 
was acquired by Tarmac in an 
asset swop. The substitution 
was approved by the Govem- 

I ment on the advice of Price 
Waterhouse, its consultant on 
the Private Finance Initiative. 

The consortium will design. 
' build, finance and operate the 

link, the second major road 
scheme agreed under the PF1. 
The project involves widening 
the M62 to four lanes, building 
a motorway with three lanes in 
either direction between the M1 
at Belle Isle and the Ai at Hook 
Moor, and widening part of the 
MI to five lanes. 

To fund construction and 
operation, the contractors have 
arranged up to E300 million of 
finance. Same E15 million will 
be provided by the two part¬ 
ners as equity. A further £175 
million of senior debt will be 
provided by a panel of six 
banks, and the European In¬ 
vestment Bank will lend £90 
million. 

The Highways Agency de¬ 
clined to comment on the 
outcome of the competition, 
but an announcement is immi¬ 
nent Construction work will 
be undertaken by Balfour 
Beany, a BICC subsidiary, 
and Trafalgar. 

The deal opens a new alli¬ 
ance between the two groups. | 
BICC is in a consortium called 
Connect with Philip Holzman. 
the German contractor, Bank 
of America and WS Atkins, 
the consultant, to bid for two 
projects in the second round of 
Highways Agency road 
lenders. 

AUSTRALIA 
GOES FDR 

SELF DRIVE 

Travel 40,41 

tier 1 capital ratio fell to below 6 per 
cent after its reverse takeover of 
TSB- One analyst said yesterday: "ft 
is not in any position to spend.” 

Lloyds TSB could raise funds 
through the issue of tier 1 preference 
shares. In the past, it has shown 
itself to he against raising capital for 
acquisitions, preferring to finance 
them from its own resources. 

In the year to March 31, 1095, 
Trust Bank reported a 27 per cent 
rise in after-tax profits to NZ$92.4 
million, assisted by higher revenues 
and cast reductions, exceeding pro¬ 
spectus forecasts. 
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Aijo chief 
executive 
bows out 

ALAIN SOULAS, chief execu¬ 
tive of Arjo Wiggins Apple- 
ton. the Anglo-French paper 
group, is to leave by mutual 
consent with a total compen¬ 
sation package expected to top 
£1 million (George Sivell 
writes). 

Compensation negotiations 
by M Soulas will centre on a 
two-year contract an annual 
salary in the last published 
annual report of £370,000 and 
options worth about £400,000 
if exercised at yesterday's 
share price of 204p. up 6p. 

M Soulas seems to have 
fallen victim to a strategic 
review of the group’s prob¬ 
lems. announced along with 
depressing results for 1995 
three weeks ago. Pre-tax prof¬ 
its dived from E2I7 million to 
E72 million. 

Arjo has appointed Phi¬ 
lippe Beytier as group manag¬ 
ing director He is currently 
responsible for the company’s 
merchanting division and 
takes up his new responsi¬ 
bility with immediate effect 

Labour wants annual 
reports on training 

By Phi up Bassett, industrial editor 

BRITISH companies will have 
to include details of their 
training performance in their 
annual reports if Labour 
comes to power, according to 
new proposals to be an¬ 
nounced today. 

Labour believes that the 
move, part of its plans for 
training set out in the docu¬ 
ment. The Skills Revolution — 
Preparing Britain for the 21st 
Century, will increase the 
provision of training by plac¬ 
ing companies under public 
scrutiny. 

The move borrows a tech¬ 
nique proposed for board- 

room pay by the inquiry 
headed by Sir Richard 
Green bury, chairman of 
Marks and Spencer, which 
last year recommended much 
greater disclosure of executive 
pay levels and increases in 
companies’ annual reports. 

The plans, which will be 
launched today by Tony Blair, 
the Labour leader, also in¬ 
clude the scrapping of the 
party's long-standing commit¬ 
ment to a training levy, replac¬ 
ing it with voluntary 
incentives to train. 

Skills agenda, page 29 
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Dual stock 
auctions to 

help sell 
£32bn gilts 

By Janet Bus h 

economics 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE Government an¬ 
nounced yesterday that it 
estimates it will need to 
sell £32.6 billion of gilts 
during the coming finan¬ 
cial year and unveiled 
plans for three new dual 
stock auctions. 

The figure for estimated 
gilt sales is so high 
because of a large number 
of gilt redemptions that 
have to be refinanced. 
These are expected to total 
£11.5 billion, compared 
with £4.) billion. 

The new dual stock auc¬ 
tions will, for example, 
mean that the Bank of 
England could auction 
one stock on a Tuesday 
and another one on Thurs¬ 
day. The aim is to reduce 
the size of individual auc¬ 
tions and enable the au¬ 
thorities to fund more 
evenly across maturity 
bands. In the next finan¬ 
cial year, there will be 
three dual auctions and 
eight traditional single 
stock auctions. 

The Government also 
confirmed yesterday that it 
mil not hold auctions for 
index-linked gilts which 
mil continue to be sold 
through taps. 

The gOt market finished 
a touch lower yesterday, 
partly because the Govern¬ 
ment's Debt Management 
Report focused attention 
on the large amount of 
stock that has to be ab¬ 
sorbed next year. Earlier, 
however, a £3 billion auc¬ 
tion of five-year gilts was 
more than two-and-a-half 
times subscribed. This far 
better than the market had | 
expected. 

By Ross TIeman. industrial correspondent 

PLANS for a new law to pro¬ 
hibit cartels, anti-competitive 
agreements between com¬ 
panies and other market-rig¬ 
ging behaviour have been 
tabled by the Government. 

The Office of Fair Trading 
wiD be given new powers to 
enter premises and seize or 
copy documents when search¬ 
ing for evidence of market¬ 
rigging. if a Green Paper un¬ 
veiled by Ian Lang. President of 
the Board of Trade, is imple¬ 
mented. The OFT would also 
be empowered to make prohi¬ 
bition orders, banning appar¬ 
ently anti-competitive practices 
until an investigation into them 
was completed. 

The proposals, awaited since 

reforms were promised in 
1989. mark a fundamental 
shift to bring UK competition 
law closer into line with prac¬ 
tice in continental Europe. 

. John Bridgeman. the Direc¬ 
tor-General of Fair Trading, 
welcomed the proposals en¬ 
thusiastically and called for 
them to be implemented “as 
soon as possible". He said: 
“Strengthening the investiga¬ 
tory powers of the Director- 
General of Fair Trading to 
uncover cartels and deal with 
abuse of market power is to be 
welcomed. It is overdue.” 

The announcement was also 
welcomed by British Telecom. 
The company said the thrust 
of the Green Paper supported 

its position in discussions with 
Oftel, the telecoms regulator, 
over Oftel proposals for a 
general prohibition of anti¬ 
competitive behaviour in the 
telecommunications industry. 

“We note that it expressly 
envisages a right to have a 
derision of the OFT reviewed 
by an independent tribunal 
and for points of law to be 
referred to the High Court on 
appeal," the company said. 
Thus far. Oftel has rejected 
BTs pleas for such an appeal 
mechanism. 

Mr Lang said he wanted to 
consult widely to achieve “a 
system that will bring benefits 
to business and consumers 
while at the same time not 

imposing any unnecessary 
regulatory burdens". 

The new law is expected ro 
strengthen British competition 
law and bring it into line with 
Article 85 of the European 
Community treaty. Under the 
proposals, companies that are 
party to illegal agreements 
will be liable to fines of up to 10 
per cent of their UK turnover. 
Directors who negotiate or 
operate prohibited agree¬ 
ments could face fines of up to 
£150,000 in the High Court 

The OFT, which has 420 
staff and an annual budget of 
£19.4 million, expects to re¬ 
inforce its 60-strong investiga¬ 
tions department if the 
proposals become law. 

LIVERPOOL’S 
r^ 

ALBERT DOCK 

WHERE 

BUSINESS IS 

ALWAYS 

A PLEASURE 

Situated on the magnificent Liverpool 

Waterfront, Albert. dock is one of 

Merseyside's most exclusive business addresses. This 

famous landmark^ jusf rrtifiutes ;from the bustling city 

centre, has aroumfS.5 million visitors a.year, and boasts 

its own fine restaurants, pubs, cafes, shops, galleries and 

museums. WHh space now .available for retail arid office. 

units both forge arid small, as well as a further 28,000m* 

under itevekipRient, it*&positive proof that it is possible to 

mix businesswith pleasure. 

The development of Albert Dock is one of Merseyside 

Development Corporation's major projects on the Mersey 

Waterfront* which is now home to sudt successful Organ¬ 

isations as Costed, tififwoods, %af MaH/Mfiyer UK, Cable 

North West and McIntyre & King, if you'd like the pleasure 

of joining them, make it.your business to calf MDC today. 

CALL NOW ON 

Investors 
get the 
taste 

for Orange 
By Eric Reclty 

the TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 28 1996 

[| business roundup ~] 

Barclays cuts sum 
: | for pension fund 

Graham Howe, left finance director, and Hans Snook were delighted to talk about the success of Orange’s flotation yesterday 

Lang outlines updated 
law to tackle cartels 

SHARES in Orange, the third- 
largest mobile phone com¬ 
pany. opened for trading 
yesterday at 245p, well above 
their issue price of 205p. and 
dosed at 257*2?. with 69 mil¬ 
lion shares changing hands. 

Hans Snook. Orange's man¬ 
aging director, said in hind¬ 
sight the company could have 
priced the shares higher, but 
was happy with the price level 
chosen. The indicated price 
range was 175p to 205p and 
strong demand (the issue was 
ten times oversubscribed) en¬ 
sured that few investor appli¬ 
cations came in below 205p. 

He said: “The important 
thing for us was not ultimately 
to squeeze every tiny bit that 
we coukl out of this thing. We 
are. after all, a company that is 
not making money." 

Orange has about 450,000 
customers, against 379.000 at 
the end of December. It is not 
expected to post operating 
profits before 1997. Its pre-tax 
loss in 1995 was EI4Q-5 million. 

The offer price valued Or¬ 
ange at £2.45 billion and raised 
£624 million before the over- 
allotment of 3Z5 million 
shares, or 10 per cent of the 
total offering of 525 million 
shares. Of the total, some 26 
million shares went to 55.000 
individual investors in Britain. 

Hutchison Whampoa, the 
Hong Kong group that 
bundled Orange m 1994. now 
has a stake of almost 50 per 
cent down bom 68 per cent 
while British Aerospace's 
stake fell from 32 per cent ro 
about 22 per cent The success 
of the flotation helped to boost 
BAe shares by I5p to S6Sp. 

Orange plans to use the 
funds raised to pay off share¬ 
holder debt and expand its 
network. It is aiming for 95 per 
cent coverage by the end of 
next year, up from 85 per cent 
at the end of 1995. 

BT launches 
cable trial 
for video 

on demand 
By Our City Staff 

BT yesterday formally unveiled 
its first video on demand trial 
for cable customers, whose 
digital format, if successful, 
might create the benchmark 
for the fledgling industry. BT 
said it might offer the technol¬ 
ogy to rival cable companies. 

The trial is under way in 
BTs relatively small Westmin¬ 
ster cable franchise in London, 
the only cable business it owns 
and operates. The £3 million 
experiment is to expand from 
100 customers to 1,000 by the 
summer, making it one of the 
largest of its kind in the world. 

The Westminster trial is un¬ 
like BTs video on demand ex¬ 
periments in Ipswich and Col¬ 
chester. which began last year 
and cover some 5,000 homes. 
The latter use standard BT 
phone lines and customers can¬ 
not receive live programming 
because of regulations that pre¬ 
volt BT from using its phone 
network for broadcasting. 

Since Westminster is a cable 
franchise, BT is free to offer 
both phone and live video serv¬ 
ices. in addition, cables have a 
rrfuch higher capacity than 
phone lines, speeding up the 
interaction time between BTs 
computers and the viewers. 

Trial customers in Westmin¬ 
ster can call up movies, BBC 
services and a range of TV 
shows, including Blackadder 
and Fawity Towers, whenever 
they want They need a special 
remote control, but no set-tap 
box. The expanded trial will 
focus on usage patterns and. 
more importantly, pricing. 
The service is currently free. 

Rupert Gavin, BTs multi- 
media director, said reports 
that the company’s various 
video on demand trials would 
lead to £500 million invest¬ 
ment were “pure conjecture". 
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Rates tor smaS denorrtnatton bank 
notes orty aa suppGsd by Barclays Bar* 
FIG. Different rates apply to travellers' 
chatpjes. Rates as at doss of trading 
yesterday. 

BARCLAYS bank is to cut its contriburinn to its main UK 
pension fund, the Barclays 1904 Fund, by mu thirds or £50 
million, for the ncxr three years after an actuarial valuation 
showed it in surplus. Bifu. the banking union, condemned the 
move as “immoral”. Rob MacGregor, of Bifu. said: “We want 
that money spent on die lowest income pensioners. 

The bank is cuttina contributions from £75. million to £25 
million, or from lire equivalent of 7.5 per cent of salary to 25 per 
cent. A Three-vearlv valuation last year pur the fund value at 
sufficient to cover 125 per cent of accrued benefits. Barclays 
said: “This does not affect the staff, but will cost the group less." 

Mid Kent ready to fight 
MID KENT, the water company, may make 3 legal challenge 
io a possible bid by two French companies. Mid Kent says that 
rhe bid. which needs Monopolies and Mergers Commission 
approval to proceed, flies in the face of a 199! MMC ruling that 
General Utilities must limit its Mid Kent stake tn 19.5 per cent. 
General Utilities. UK arm of Generate des Eaux. the French 
utilities giant, has proposed a bid for Mid Kent with Saur, 
another French company. Both own pan or all of two of Mid 
Kent's water company neighbours. Pennington, page 27 

Aegis stake for sale 
OMNI CON. the US advertising group, proposes to sell its 9.1 
per cent interest in .Aegis Group, rhe British advertising and 
media planning company. Omnicnn will also dispose of its 50. 
million .Aegis warrants, for which Aegis is to seek a listing on 
the London Stock Exchange Omnicon acquired the shares and 
warrants when Aegis refinanced in 1993. Yesterday Aegis re^' 
ported a rise in 1995 pre-tax profits to £53.6 million from £20.1 
million in 1994. Earnings were 2.6p a share (1.4pl. Dividend 
payments will resume this year. Pennington, page 27 

Churchill buys Pet Plan 
CHURCHILL is ro announce its acquisition of Pet Plan, the 
animal insurance company, within weeks. John O'Roarke, its 
deputy managing director, said yesterday. The high street 
insurer, pan of Winterthur, the Swiss insurer, said there was 
a lot of scope to develop Pet Plan because a large proportion of 
the pet-owning public had never bought cover for their 
animals. Mr O’Roarke said: “There is~ an opportunity to 
broaden the customer base in a market which is currently 
worth £100 million." 

Industry spending falls 
CAPITAL spending by manufacturing industries in the 
fourth quarter was down 5 per cent on the previous quarter 
and was virtually the same as a year ago. according to revised 
figures from the Central Statistical Office. For the year as a 
whole; capital spending increased 8 per cent compared with 
the figure in 1994. Tool capital spending by all industries 
was 1 per cent higher than in both the previous quarter and a 
year ago. Spending in 1995 was virtually unchanged from the 
previous year. 

Independent record 
INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPERS, the Irish media group, 
made record profits -of lr£5Q million in 1995 (Ir£J7.7 million). v 
Operating profits increased to Jr£49 million (lrE405 million). ; 
The rise was chiefly because of the inclusion of Independent 
Newspaper Holdings, the South African subsidiary, which 
recently reported a 41 per cent profit increase. The total dividend 
rises to IrlOp (IrS.5p) with a-final Ir65p. Earnings rose to 
Ir25.I6p (lr20pi. IN has a 43.3 per cent interest in Newspaper 
Publishing, which publishes the UK title The Independent. 

Tibbett & Britten falls 
PRE-TAX PROFITS of Tibbett & Britten, the logistics and 
supply chain management group, fell shaiply to £121 million 
in 1995, from £26.9 million in 1994, in spite of a 41 per cent 
advance in turnover, to £6529 million, from £464 million. 
The results were adversely affected by a downturn in Axial 
UK, the automotive logistics subsidiary. Earnings per share 
fell to 18.7p. from 428p. However, the total dividend is 
maintained at 162p, with an unchanged I12p final, which 
helped the shares to recover 82p to 505p yesterday. 

£10,000 to be 
won with FI 

Fantasy Drive 
Enter today for your chance to 
be at the French Grand Prix 

Enter a FI Fantasy Drive team today 
and you could win a trip for two to the 
Frendi Grand Prix on June 30. All 
entries received by noon today will enter 
the prize draw. Simply choose eight 
drivers from the panel below. 

THE PRIZES 

JACKPOT The player with the lop FI Fantasy Drive team 
after the Japanese GP on October 13. 1996. wins £10.000. 
GRAND PRIX WINNERS Prizes will be awarded to players 
whose FI Fantasy Drive team scores the most points ai each 
grand prix from March 3! to October 13.1996. Prizes include 
a pair of VIP tickets to the British grand prix at Silverstone on 
July 14 for the winners of the Brazilian and Argentinian races. 

THE SCORING SYSTEM 

1) Qualifying points: scored by drivers qualifying for the start 
of each grand prix within the first 20 positions on the grid: 
Pble position 20 points: 2nd 19:3rd 18; down to one point for 
2GthpcBition. 2) Finishing points: (as for qualifying pninrs) 
scored by drivers for the top 20 positions at the end of every 
grand prix; 1st position 20 points; and in descending order to 
one point for 20th position. 3) Lap points; one point is scored 
for each lap completed in a grand prix. 4) Improved position 
points: three points are scored for each place improved from 
starting grid to finishing position in each race. 

MAKE ONE SELECTION FROM EACH GROUP 

GROUP A CROUP C GROUP E GROUP G 

01M Schumacher 07 DCoujthanl 13 M Sato IBTlnoue 
02 JAlesi 08 M Hakkinan 14PLamy SORRosset 
Q3DHID 09 H-H Frentzen ISPDmfe 
OROUPB GROUPD GROUPF GROUP H 
tMGBergar lOMBrundte IBUKateyama 21LBadoer 
OSEIrvine 11R Barrfcheffo 17 J Vastappen 22 A Montermini 
OejVUeneuvB 12 J Herbert 180 Pane 

TO ENTER CALL: 0891 40 50 32 
Republic of Ireland; 0044 990 100 332 

0S9f erts cost JSp par mnute cheap rate and 4$P per minute Btati other times 
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□ Pilkington’s provision of excuses □ Ford backs Britain at a price □ Cheap insurance in a perfect world 
> 

Counting the wildebeest 
□ SLIP down iht? rabbit hole. 

. utJSh *he looking glass. 
PiLkinyion s finest, of course, and 
welcome to the Alice-in-Wondcr- 
land world of modern company 
accounts. A newborn babe or a 
tssual onlooker might assume 
that the numbers companies are 
required to report by law have 
some bearing on events in the 
real world. The City, of course, 
knows better. 

Accounting standards, rather 
like that age-old struggle be¬ 
tween builders of warships and 
thuse making the guns that sink 
them, are essentially a race 
between one gang that provides 
the armour by tightening up the 
rules and another looking to 

i blow loopholes in them. 
The latest round in that strug¬ 

gle is over one-off provisions 
against profits. These are de¬ 
signed to cope with thuse little 
accidents — factories rioted to the 
ground by fire, earthquake or 
rabid wildebeest, say — that are 
unpredictable and should there¬ 
fore be separated frum “proper" 
profits. We made this much, but 
except for those wildebeest, we 
would have made this much, so 
please, if you would, focus on the 
second figure. 

Haw nice to be able to remove 
LX million from this year’s 
profits, blaming those wildebeest 
rather than the management, 
and then take the credit for using 
them to inflate next year's profits. 

The City, of course, is not fooled, 
as it is used to smoothing out any 
one-off humps to give a view on 
underlying performance — sup¬ 
posedly. Consider two releases 
that hit analysts’ desks this week. 

A profits model for Railrrack 
from SBC Warburg, in charge of 
the float this summer, assumes 
an Ell million exceptional loss 
for last year, and each of the next 
five financial years. In other 
words, one-off. unpredictable 
costs will cost exactly this, on 
each and every year to the end of 
the century. Just this number of 
wildebeest — no more, no less. 

More seriously, yesterday 
Pilkington announced a £155 
million exceptional charge to 
cover restructuring ana job 
losses, even though uie jobs have 
not yet been agreed or. appar¬ 
ently, even identified. A certain, 
but unquantified, number will be 
in St Helens, PiUtington’s home 
base and the focus of that 
extraordinary local loyalty that 
helped fight off the 198b bid from 
big bad conglomerate BTR. 

This looks perilously dose to 
what Sir David Tweedie. chair¬ 
man of the Accounting Stan¬ 
dards Board, calls "big bath” 

accounting — you pour the bath 
as deep os you can, and then run 
off the water later to the depth 
needed. For Pilkington, which 
was being unhelpful about the 
actual numbers yesterday, ft has 
two advantages. Big provisions 
allow pretty well any dividend to 
be paid, without reference to 
niceties such as whether it is 
covered by Teal earnings. 

Second, the exceptionaJs, 
covering a three-year pro¬ 
gramme. come in just months 
before action from the ASB to 
tighten the accounting rules even 
further — action that might 
make such provisions rather less 
acceptable in the future. 

Jaguar pounces on 
state subsidy 
□ RELIEF and joy abound 
among the ragged-trousered en¬ 
gineers of Coventry and (he bare¬ 
footed teenagers of Castle 
Bromwich. The grateful indigent 
of the English Midlands will 
doubtless wave multi-starred 
European Union flags gratefully 
at any passing Volkswagen or 
Renault in case they should 

PENNINGTON 

contain one of those stem but fair 
officials from Brussels. At last, 
these officials have graciously 
permitted the British Govern¬ 
ment to hand £40 million smack¬ 
ers, as well as £40 million in 
kind, to Ford. This aid succeeded 
in persuading America's number 
two auto group to build its new 
small Jaguar car in our starving 
regional outpost. 

Otherwise, so it is said. Ford 
might well have made the highly 
traditional, hand-crafted Olde- 
Engiishe Jaguar in Hicksville, 
Michigan, the Philippines or Sri 
Lanka. You night think that 
would not have been the ideal 
marketing ploy if the plan was to 
challenge tne BMW 5 series with 
classic British craftsmanship. 
But Ford certainly convinced 

those hard-headed types at the 
DTI that it was serious and that 
this was the deal. 

Who is quibbling, in any case? 
Stale aid to Jaguar is plainly a 
quite different proposition from 
foreign stale aid for Air France, 
Ibenan Airways or Groupe Bull. 
To start with, they are state- 
concroUed. Jaguar only used to 
be. The Government then acted 
smartly to allow a Ford takeover, 
thinking this would slap Jaguar 
sponging off the taxpayers. 

Britain's £80 million boost for 
Jaguar output was also aimed to 
add new competition for other 
European car producers, where¬ 
as continental state aid for 
airlines was intended to help 
close part of the industry's excess 
capacity. Clearly, the British aid 
is more creative and since com¬ 
petition is good, it must be good 
for (hit continental competitors. 

The taxpayers’ bill for the 
belated Jaguar 2.4 replacement 
is also smaller: comfortably 
under £100 million compared 
with the billions pumped into 
foreign airlines. That is a small 
price, given that subsidy is still 
the way of the big-project world. 
Taxpayers should rejoice too and 

trust thar Ford markets this 
exciting new car so well dial no- 
one could conceive of Jaguars 
being made anywhere else. 

Insurers take cover 
in claim-free zone 
□ THE rewards for a blameless 
existence are no longer confined 
to the afterlife — just promise to 
walk a safe but dull path in the 
here-and-now. If you are in a 
part of the country that has never 
suffered from floods or sub¬ 
sidence, if you have never been 
burgled, have driven for 20 years 
without a scratch on your car, if 
you live as far as possible from a 
major dty, in snort, if you are 
never likely to make a claim, 
then, boy, do we have an 
insurance policy for you. 

If. like the rest of us. you have 
suffered the odd prang, had your 
video recorder stolen and lost 
your luggage at a foreign airport, 
the response is less friendly. 

Insurers make much of their 
ability to pinpoint risk exaedv. 
Why, they ask. should the careful 
driver in a provincial town be 
made to pay for the excesses of 

the boy racer in the dty? But the 
point of insurance is that risk is 
pooled. If the industry’s argu¬ 
ment was taken to its logical 
conclusion, each of us would be 
assessed individually. 

The possibility of emetic testing 
brings that logical conclusion 
much nearer. Swiss Re has drawn 
back, but some insurers in the 
United States already require 
customers to take tests before they 
buy life assurance. Penalising all 
but the physically and menially 
perfect raises serious moral ques¬ 
tions. By contrast, no one should 
be forced to insure the un- 
insuTable. But most of us fall 
somewhere between the two. 

Change of course 
□ THERE’S a bit of leakage in 
the pipes in Mid Kent The small 
water company of the same 
name was five years ago par¬ 
tially sealed against any intru¬ 
sions from the French Generate 
des Eaux. The MMC told Gen¬ 
eral Utilities, its UK arm, to cut 
its stake in Mid Kent to 19.5 per 
cent and not to team up with 
others to take that holding 
higher. But last December. GU 
chose to gang up with SAUR, 
another French concern, to pro- 

a bid for Mid KenL So what 
changed in five years? We 

may soon learn from the courts 
whether undertakings made to 
the MMC really do hold water. 

i 

Caradon’s profits slump 
after ‘horrendous 1995’ 

By Sarah Bagnall 

PETER JANSEN, chief execu¬ 
tive at Caradon, said 1995 had 
been “horrendous" and the 
worst year of recession for the 
building products' group. 

He said: "Our main markets 
of North America, UK and 
Germany behaved miserably. In 
the first half, we saw a sharp 
decline in the US. fallowed in the 
second half by very sharp de¬ 
clines in the UK and Germany. 
It is very unusual for all these 
markets to give problems at the 
same time." 

The downturn resulted in a 
sharp fall in pre-tax profits from 
£20(_2 million to £1143 million 
in the year to December 31. The 

underlying decline was exas¬ 
perated by £373 million of 
exceptional charges, the bulk 
of which had been flagged at 
the interim stage in Septem¬ 
ber. Part of the charge was to 
cover the cost of 1.600job cuts 
previously announced. 

In January it emerged that 
the Stock Exchange had passed 
to the Department of Trade 
and Industry the results of its 
investigation into share deal¬ 
ings ahead of the September 
profit warning. Mr Jansen said 
the company had not been 
contacted by the DTI. 

The sharp drop in profits 
was on the back of a small rise 

in sales from £2 billion to £21 
billion. Acquisitions contribut¬ 
ed £1563 million to sales and 
£12 million to pre-exceptionaJ 
operating profits. 

Mr Jansen said action was 
taken as soon as the down¬ 
turns in the major markets 
had been identified. “We have 
accelerated our cost reduction 
programme, which will be 
largely completed by the end 
of the first quarter of 1996," he 
said. The programme is ex¬ 
pected to reap cost benefits of 
about £25 million in addition 
to the £25 million cost savings 
already achieved last year. 

All but one of the group’s 

businesses saw pre-exception- 
al profits fall. Plumbing, 
I994"5 biggest profit contribu¬ 
tor, reported a 51.6 per cent 
slump in post-exceptional op¬ 
erating profits to £24.1 million. 
Stripping out the impact of 
exceptional charges and prof¬ 
its fell 25.7'per cent to £37 
million. Mr Jansen said the 
group's prospects for the cur¬ 
rent year were underpinned 
by its strong market positions, 
cost reductions and new prod¬ 
uct Iaundies. The final divi¬ 
dend, due June 5, was held at 
6.6p making an unchanged 
total for tiie year of 9-5p. The 
shares rose Ip to 2Q4p. 

Apple set for $700m 
first-quarter loss 

By Richard Thomson in new York 

APPLE COMPUTER ex¬ 
pects to incur a $700 million 
loss in tiie first quarter, 
although its chairman said 
the company's problems 
were "fixable". As the shares 
plunged to a low of $233. 
against more than $50 last 
summer. Gilbert Amelia the 
new chairman, gave a 
gloomy outlook for the next 
few months; with revenues 
and shipments substantially 
below last year's levels, and 
millions of dollars of old 
inventoiy left unsold. 

Although the computer 
group had given warning 
that the current quarter's loss 
would be more than the $69 

million loss for the final 
quarter of last year. Wall 
Street had not expected such 
a large deficit The company 
said that it was due to 
inventory write-downs and 
restructuring charges, which 
include axing about 1300 
employees earlier this year. 

Tm confident at this point 
that 1 know what the prob¬ 
lems are and that they are 
fixable," said Mr Amelio. 
Apple would unveil its plans 
for recovery by early May, he 
added. The latest loss is a 
further blow to investor con¬ 
fidence in Apple, which sus¬ 
pended the previous 
quarter's dividend. 

Barratt to build 
£90m land fund 

By Carl Mootished 

BARRATT Developments, the 
housebuflder, is raising £90 
million through a rights issue 
to fund an increase in its land 
bank, aimed at raising output 
from 7,000 homes a year to 
11,000 in the next three years. 

Barratt is offering one new 
share for every four held at 
200p each in its first cash cal) 
since 1982 Two new divisions 
will be established, one in 
Central London, another in 
the Thames Valley. 

Announcing a 19 per cent 
increase in half-year profits to 
E19.1 million before tax. Sir 
Lawrie Barratt, chairman, 
said that the company would 
continue to increase market 
share even in the absence of a 
turnaround in the housing 

market. He reported net reser¬ 
vations up 73 per cent in 
revenue terms. Sir Lawrie, 
scornful of suggestions that 
Barratt would use the funds to 
takeover other housebuilders, 
said: “We will look at them as 
a route to buy land but we 
won’t pay a premium to 
anyone. You should get a 
discount for buying in bulk." 

The company sold 3.002 
houses in tiie half year to 
December. 12 per cent up on 
the previous year, at an aver¬ 
age price of £81.600 and 
increase its land bank to 18,991 
units. The interim dividend of 
2.75p, up 10 per cent and 
covered 23 times by earnings. 
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This number testifies to the 

trust thousands of fund manag¬ 

ers and individuals have 

put in AXA in 23 countries 

worldwide. 

it also ranks us as the 4th larg¬ 

est global insurer in terms of 

assets under management. 

Over the last 20 years, AXA 

has multiplied its revenues 

180 times, its equity funds 

220 times, and Its funds under 

management 690 times. 

So ft Is clear we are not speak¬ 

ing lightly when we say : 

“Go ahead. Ybu can rely on usT. 

AMI ✓ aUTA 
INSURANCE & INVESTMENT 
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Lad broke shares buoyed 
by persistent bid talk 

TALK of a bid far Ladbroke, 
the struggling hotel and bet¬ 
ting group, refuses to go away. 
The shares put in a late spurt 
to finish 2p dearer at 189p as 
almost three million changed 
hands. Once again, they are 
perched a shade below their 
high for the past year, with 
talk of an imminent bid sdli 
doing the rounds in the 
Square Mile. 

This latest burst of specula¬ 
tive buying coincides with 
comments from Steve Bollen- 
bach. head of the Hilton 
Corporation, which owns the 
Hilton chain of hotels in the 
US. He wants the two Hilton 
chains merged under one roof. 
Ladbroke owns all the Hilton 
Hotels outside the US. 

City speculators fear that if a 
bid for Ladbroke is not forth¬ 
coming soon, a major correction 
in the share price is on the 
cards. At these levels. Ladbroke 
is capitalised at £2.1 billion. 

The rest of the equity mar¬ 
ket found the going tough. 
Prices were squeezed higher, 
but genuine retail demand 
was thin. Turnover fell just 
short of a billion shares, 
having been artificially bol¬ 
stered by special situations. 

The FT-SE 100 index fin¬ 
ished 115 higher at 3.672.4, 
having been almost 16 points 
higher before the start of 
trading on Wall Street. 

Grey-market dealings in 
Orange, the mobile phone 
operator, got off to a flying 
start as expected. Offered at 
2Q5p, the top end of the range, 
the shares started life at 243p. 
After briefly touching 244p, 
they ended at 237*a p. a premi¬ 
um of 32fap. Official trading 
starts on Tuesday. 

Orange was floated off by its 
joint owners, British Aero¬ 
space. up !3p at 868p. and. 
Hutchison Whampoa, of 
Hongkong, and is now valued 
at £25 billion. 

Much of yesterday's de¬ 
mand stemmed from big insti¬ 
tutions, including index¬ 
tracking funds looking to steal 
a march before the group is 
eventually admitted to the 
index. By the close of business, 
a total of 6S.7 million shares 
had changed hands. 

The demand for Orange 
took some of the shine off 
Vodafone, with the price los¬ 
ing S^p to244*2 p as 17 million 
shares changed hands. Enter¬ 
prise 03 responded to a 
strong oil price with a rise of 
I9p to 442p on turnover of two 
million shares. The cold win¬ 
ter in Europe and increased 
tension in the Middle East has 

LONDON 
COMMODITY EXCHANGE 

COCOA 

David Yeomans, chairman of TLS, with Peter Roberts, 
chief executive, and Peter Busby, finance director 

lifted the price of oil to about 
$22 a barrel. Heavy turnover 
was also recorded in Iceland, 
the frozen food retailer, after it 
anounced details of its share 
buy-back programme. The 
group bought back a total of 27 
million shares at 156p in a 
move designed to boost earn¬ 
ings a share. This helped to 
boost turnover by the dose to 
55 million shares. 

that the present management 
could obtain better returns on 
the business. But the market is 
waiting for Rentekil to raise 
its offer to around 215p a 
share, which may be enough 
to guarantee success. Rentokil 
rose2l2pto359p. 

Bamtt Developments fell 
7p to 232p after asking share¬ 
holders to stump up an extra 
£90 million to fond opportuni- 

News came from Aegis, the media group, of the departure of 9 per 
cent stakeholder Omnicom. The Americans came in at around 
20p in 1993 and had looked at a full bid but, citing dient conflicts 
with Aegis, are taking their profits. Better than expected results 
restricted the damage to The shares to a Ip fall at 46*4 p. 

BET, Ip firmer at 203p, was 
talking to brokers yesterday 
giving them a rundown of 
trading conditions. John 
Clark, chief executive, told 
them that its six key operating 
areas would achieve sales 
growth of 14 per cent and an 
115 per cent rise in operating 
margins. BET is the target of 
an unwanted £15 billion bid 
from RentokD. Mr Clark said 

ties in the housebuilding mar¬ 
ket. Its raising the money via a 
one-for-four rights issue at 
200p. Sir Lawrie Barratt 
chairman, said he was encour¬ 
aged by the increased stability 
or house prices. The news co¬ 
incided with better than ex¬ 
pected half year figures 
showing pre-tax profits £3 
million up at £19.1 million. But 
not everyone is feeling so 
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confident about prospects in 
the building industry. Higgs 
& Hill reported a drop in pre¬ 
tax profits from £1.4 million to 
E72.000 last year. The figure 
was struck after a writeoff of 
£35 million relating to a 
contract with Guys Hospital. 
The shares slipped 2p to 88p- 

POkington, Britain's big¬ 
gest glassmaker, fell Sp to 
198*2p after warning of provi¬ 
sions . totalling E155 million 
relating to the restructuring of 
its US automotive glass and 
German building products 
business. Almost 2,000 jobs 
are expected to be shed. The 
group also warned that trad¬ 
ing conditions have become 
more difficult. Charterhouse 
Tilney, the broker, slashed its 
pre-tax profits forecast for the 
yep to March 31 by £10 
million to E2GS million. 

A warning of a sharp fall in 
profits during the first half left 
BuHough Sp down at 98p. 
Shareholders were told at the 
annual meeting that contin¬ 
uing problems with the refrig¬ 
eration operations would 
result in it making a loss. 

Brokers gave a warm recep¬ 
tion to full-year figures from 
Kingfisher, where pre-tax 
profits came in at the top end 
of expectations in spite of 
another poor performance 
from its B&Q chain. The price 
finished up 21p at 554p. 

Sharp falls in profitability 
left Bowthorpe lOp down at 
420p but failed to depress 
Caradon, up Ip at 204p, and 
Croda, lip better at 326p. 

TLS. the vehicle hire group, 
dosed 4p up at record nigh of 
80p after unveiling a rise in 
full year pre-tax profits from 
E1.7 million to £4.15 million 
□ GILT EDGED: Attempts 
at extending Tuesday's gains 
failed. The market tried to go 
better on a number of occa¬ 
sions, helped by a positive 
response to the auction, which 

. was Z64 times oversubscribed 
.and some useful US durable 
goods numbers. In spite of 
lack of demand, the Bank of 
England exhausted remaining 
supplies of the “tap" Treasury 
Index Linked lh per cent 
2009. In the futures pit the 
June series of the Long Gilt 
slipped a tick to £104^32 as a 
total of 57,000 contracts were 
completed. In longs. Treasury 
8 per cent 2015 was steady at 
£96**32, while at the shorter 
end. Treasury 8 per cent 2000 
was up *32 at £102*16. 
□ NEW YORK: The Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
down at midday. It fell 11,92 
points to 5,658.67. 

New York (midday): 
Dow Jones_ 5658.67 (-11.92) 
S&P Composite_ 65186 1-0.11) 

Tokyo: 
Nikkei Average_21329.98 (*315.21) 

Hong Kong: 
Hang Sene-II06&57(*S2.ICJ 
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Period Opes High Low Sen Vol 
FT-SE 100 Jun 96 .. 36610 36850 36620 36750 10265 
Prevtoux open Imerere 64641 Sep 96 36910 0 

FT-SE 250 Jun 96 - 43100 43100 43IOO 43100 12 
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Three Mlh Euro DM Jun ■*> _ 96.78 9679 96.75 96.77 
Previous open Interesi; 1052978 Sep 96 96.71 96.71 9665 9606 2767S 

Long Gilt Mar 96 __ 105-29 a 
Previous open Interest: 114546 Jun 96 - 105-02 10W» 104-21 104-27 56710 

Japanese Govmt Bond Jun 96 _ 11900 11903 118.90 118.90 1476 
Sep 96 11700 117.80 11700 117.77 50 

German Gov Bd Bund Jun 96 «teS8 96.74 96J9 9631 134158 
Previous open Intense 233394 Sep 96 95.72 95.72 9S.62 9504 209 

Three month ECU Jun 96 95.45 95.45 95.43 95A4 ISM 
Prerimu open Imeresc 21866 Sep 96 95.44 95.44 9S.42 95.42 521 

Euro Swiss Franc Jun 96 98JQ 98-30 98J6 98-27 
ITwiouj open Interest: 51827 Sep 96 *20 98JD 98.13 98.14 1736 

Italian Govmt Bond Jun 96 - 10BJ0 108.48 107.72 108 JZ 45269 
Previous open Imcrcsc 49408 Sep 96 107.78 0 

:.'V 5* 

Base Rates Clearing Banks 6 Finance Hsc bV 

Disanail Marker Loans: o/nlgbi high: 5V Low5 Week ftxed: F. 
Treasory BBb (OkJiBuv: 2 mlh : 3 mth Sru . Sell: 2 mth P’u : 3 mth: 5"n 

1 ndh 2 mth 3 mth 6 mlh IZnlfa 
Prime Bask Bills (Disk 5".-S'. S^u-^u 5V5“* 
SteriiDR Money Rales 6-S"» b’«-5"c 6'w6 b’rG'u 
Inlerbank: 6-5">4 6io-5,ib 6*«-b V tofu 
Overnight: open S**.*. dose 5 

Local Anlbority Dtps 5HW n/a 6 6>u 6>. 
Sterling CDs 6-5". W1*. O'u^'o b'rV, 
Dollar CDs 5J6 n/a 5.34 534 5-58 
BoOding Society CDs fr-S1*- b'rf'n 6VrS"n Pw6 1 b'SrCPa 

Carrency 

DoQan 
Dcutsdieiiiark: 
French Franc 
Swtw Franc 

Yen; 

7 day l mth 3 nth 6 nth 

5V-5 5V-5V 5'w-s'» 5'w-5>» 
3Vy, 3V3'| 3Vr3'a 

4W3,,» 4'«-3V M 4'«-4'« 
2'rIS 1VI"- IVV 

V- 'A W 

Call 
5-4 

JW. 
4 W. 

2-1 
n/a 

V-.-ri 

BuIHom Opra S399.904O0J0 dose S4O20W0QJO High: *400.4040090 
LBWIS399J3O-399J0 AM; 5400X0 PM:*40CL3S 

Krugerrand: HOOXKWOJUXi (L263JXJ-265JXI) 

Ptadntmt; S4ISJOO (L273JCf SOvctt JS.68 (0.735) PaJladfum: S14UB (E92B5) 

MU Rates (br March 
Amsterdam_ 
Brussels 
Copenhagen_ 
Dublin--- 
Frankfurt.. 
Lisbon....._ 
Madrid_ 
Milan ... 
Montreal... 
New York.._ 
Oslo_ 
Paris... 
Stockholm_ 
Tokyo__ 
Vienna_ 
Zurich.., 
Sourer: Erie! 

27 Range 
25235-25297 

4&J1-4&47 
8.7040-8.7360 

0.9642419722 
22550-2.2605 
2326S-233X>9 
IW.47-LWXC 
2396.1-2404.1 
20677-20729 
IJIBO-1.5226 
9J05CF4.83M 
7.6900-7.7280 
10094-10.141 
161.71-16234 
15-853-15.902 
I.8183-IAZ4I 

ClffiK 

15244-i5277 
4634-46.44 

8.70608.7280 
0.96960.9722 
22565-22594 
23286-233.48 
189.73-19002 
2396.4-24004 
20681-20711 

I month 

Wpr 
Ii9pr 
IVlpr 
94»r 
V-Vpr 
■WidS 

34*44ds 
DAir 

0Jl-ai3pr 
IJ18O-1J190 0.035-OObSpr - j r 

IVIVpr 
•pJAlS 
V«pr 
y.pf 
«-*pr 

9J06MJ210 
76900-7.7070 
10JD94-I0.117 
161.71-161.98 
I5.865-I5.W1 
U194-I.S222 

Premium 

3 month 
ivivpr 
34-27pr 
4>3',pr 
25-20pr 
ivi'-pr 
'-l'.ds 

IQ5-I23ds 
22-34d1 

043-032pr 
O250L22pr 

3V-?jpr 
3*r3'.pr 

L-'4s 
2'w2}.pt 

- IV*pr 
2-l*,pr 

TEMPUS 

DIY needs urgent repair 
SIR Geoffrey Mulcahy's DIY skills are to be 
put to the test Just as the Kingfisher boss n^a 
managed to patch up a couple of teaks. 
another has sprung in a once-solid business. 
Last year, money was pounng out oi 
Woolvvorths and Comet, Now ii is the turn oj 
B&Q. However, -there is a fundamental 
difference' between the two problem. Last 
year, analysts were furrowing their brows, 
questioning whether Woohvorths was as 
redundant on the high street as wallpaper 
stripper in a marble hall. Losses at Comet 
caused some to speculate whether its prob¬ 
lems were terminal. 

The fears were overplayed and drastic 
action to improve appalling stock control 
helped the group to swing from a 12.8 per cent 
decline in profits before exceptional items in 
the first half to an S.7 per cent rise in in the 

second half. This year's blackspot - a A3 per 
cenr fall in profits at B&Q comes at a tough 
rime in the DIY marker. Set against this, the 
group's action plan has been met with 
approval. Some £20 million of costs will 
removed and capital expenditure will becuun 

Planned openings of new B&Q warehouses 
will be cut from nine to four in the current 
year and budget refits will replace lavish 
refarbishments at about 10 per cent of the 
cost. B&Q's performance is. however. partly 
dictated by the state of the DIY market where 
a shakeout is overdue. Unless capacity is 
reduced, the upside for B&Q is limited. Long 
overdue management acrion is improving 
fortunes elsewhere in die group and should 
benefit the shares but the box marked 
Strategy is still empty. 

Barratt 
BARRATTS cash call again 
raises the question of why 
companies choose to under¬ 
write rights issues. The 
builder's fundraising was 
not tune critical and had 
every chance of success given 
Barratt’s sound finances — 
in essence, the company 
could cairy on happily with¬ 
out an extra £90 million. 

Yesterday the shares traded 
above the rights price of 200p 
and at 232p was even above 
the theoretical ex-rights price 
(including the scrip effect of 
the new shares). In effect. 
Barratt shares rose on news 
of the issue, but the usual City 
cabal, including SBC War¬ 
burg. Cazenove, NatWest and 
the institutions, will walk 
away with £1.8 million for 
underwriting “risky^shares. 

As usual, the market is a 
better judge than the bank¬ 
ers and it is a wonder why 

company directors who pre¬ 
sumably believe in the 
shares do not rqect the 
onerous underwriting pro¬ 
cess. In the short term the 
outlook is indeed good for 
Banratt: the company should 
earn £50 million this year 
leaving the shares looking 
cheaper than the average 
housebuilder. 

Longer term there must be 

questions about the chase for 
volume. Several companies 
are now focusing on the 
South East where volumes 
are perceived to be buoyant 
But land is scarce in the 
London area and many 
builders are flush with cash. 
That can only lead to rising 
prices, an outcome which 
will test Barra it's commit¬ 
ment to a 10 percent margin. 

A HOME FOR YOUR MONEY? 

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Fell Mar 

BET 
THE PHONEY war may be 
over but the takeover battle 
between Rentokil and BET 
remains a curiously passion¬ 
less affair. 

BET yesterday tried to kick 
start its campaign for inde¬ 
pendence with a presentation 
extolling the virtues of its six 
key divisions. These were 
contrasted with the weaker 
performance of cleaning, ca¬ 
tering and personnel, hinting 
for the first time that some of 
these businesses are destined 
for disposal. 

The presentation was skill¬ 
ful and long overdue but it 
failed to convince the market 
that BET is worth much 
more than Rentokil^ bid. 
RentokiL in fact, emerged 
yesterday as the main share 
price beneficiary. 

BET has only one major 
throw of the dice left, a 
dividend forecast for 1997. 
But with the company 
emphasising a new-found 
credibility, it can hardly go 
overboard with the forecast 

and has already ruled out the 
kind of scorched earth tactics 
that might excite a cynical 
share markeL The odds are 
still on a small increase in the 
offer price to around 215p. 
However, as the bid contin¬ 
ues to drift in Rentokil’S 
direction, the company has 
the option to sit and do 
nothing- At this rate and if 
the board can keep its nerve. 
Rentokil may not have to 
raise die bid price at ail. 

Monument Oil 
MON UMENTOil & Gas de¬ 
serves an E for effort but the 
company's £50 million 
payout to shareholders was a 
lot less exciting than some of 
the novel schemes recently 
floated by the company. 

The Monument board takes 
its duty as custodian of share¬ 
holder value rather seriously. 
Making a buck and giving 50 
cents to shareholders is not 
enough for this team which 
correctly points to the typical 
oil company's dilemma. In the 
early stages, oil explorers 

spend money to build up a re¬ 
serve of profit. Having found 
rhe oil. the company can be¬ 
come a worthy but dull divi¬ 
dend machine or it ran spend 
oil revenues finding more re¬ 
serves. 

Monument does not pay 
dividends but wanted to give 
some of its success back, to 
shareholders without becom¬ 
ing a slave to a regular 
payout and losing its free¬ 
dom to invest in exploration. 
However, institutions want 
dividends and capital growth 
tbut often gel neither). So 
Monument tried to develop 
novel schemes, securitising 
Liverpool Bay's cash flow, 
splitting into two companies. 

These did not work but 
Monument will honour its Bromise by giving £50 mil- 

on of capital to sharehold¬ 
ers. But in the end. 
Monument still has a rod to 
its back because it must now 
find another Liverpool Bay, a 
harder job than paying 
dividends. 

Edited by Carl Mqrtished 
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^: btttL#BBATES\ \ 

Canada — - — 1-3620-1J625 

Sweden 
Switzerland 

— 60575^6675 
— 1.1975-1.1980 

Argentina peso"-LSI89-IJ2I5 
Australia dollar-I.95B7-1.96I3 
Bahrain dinar_ 056700.5790 
Brazil real--I.4854-I.4896 
China yuan __1200 Buy 
Cyprus pound 0.7QXM1.7120 
Finland marMta-  6.9850-7.1010 
Greece drachma-363.75-370.75 
Hong Kong dollar_ii.7492rii.7562 
India rupee- 51.53-5240 
Indonesia rupiah_35174-3585.6 
Kuwait dinar KD_0.4490-0.4590 
Malaysia ringelt- 3.8636-3^669 
Hew Zealand dollar_ 22343-22275 
PakWan rupee __52J1 Buy 
Saudi Arabia riyal_5A725-5S000 
Singapore dollar- 21404-21429 
5 Africa rand'(com)- 5.9650-61)670 
U A E dirham --S^ax>5.6440 
Barclays Bank GTS • Lloyds Bank 

^gfr^EvoaiMEs 

763 
l-SOO 
4.900 

946 
10000 
2800 
7.6QO 

153X30 
1.700 
5.400 
3.500 

31 172 
ASDA Gp 9JOO 
Abbey Nil 1600 
Allied Dorn MOO 
Argos 670 
Argyll Gp jjoo 
AB Foods 
BAA 
BAT I|)d5 
DOC 
BP 
BSkya 
BTR 
6T 
Bk of Seal 
Barclays 
Bass _ 
Blue Circle 1,700 
BOOH 2300 
BAe 3.700 
BA XXD 
Brit Gas 8.900 
Bril Steel 7jmo 
Burma!) Get! 214 
Burton ijsoo 
Cable Wire 8.900 
Cadbury 4.000 
CarltonCms i.iao 
Cm Union 937 
Cookson 2300 
couraukls Ijoa 
Dixons i.ioo 
EmerprOII 2I00 
For A Cal IT 1.400 
GKN 874 
GRE 5JOO 
GUS U00 
Gen ACC 909 
Gen Elec 8.400 
Glaxo well 8J00 
Granada 3.700 
Grand Mec 3,700 
creenalls $64 
Guinness 
HSBC 
Hanson 
id _ 
Kingfisher MOO 
USMO 5.100 
udbrake 2900 

2700 
4.900 
8.100 
2300 

Land secs s&3 
Legal A Gn 27D0 
Lloyds TSB 7J00 
Marks spr 4.200 
NatWSt Bk 2^00 
NU Grid 6,700 
Nat Power 4jb0tJ 
FAO 3,100 
Prarjon 749 
Wlklngiun 9.900 
Power-Gen 947 
Prudemlnl sjoo 
REXAM 20W 
BMC 590 
BT2 3300 
Rankarg 472 
Reddtt Col 3,700 
Redland 1 jdo 
Reed Ind 767 
RemokJI 1.900 
Reuters 7.600 
Ralls Rqyce 2400 
Royal Ins 994 
Ryl Bk Seen 3,400 
Salnsbury 3jog 
Schroden 35 
Sou a New i.ioo 
Sow Power 3,100 
Scm Treni 347 
Shell TTans 6,000 
Slebe 1,900 
SmKl Bch 3.400 
.Smith Nph 808 
Smiths Inds 478 
Sfhem Elec 355 
SldChartd 1.400 
Sun Allnce l.eoo 
TTGp 2400 
Tate a Lyte um 
Tesco 4.100 
Thames W utn 
Thm EMI 797 
Tomldru 2900 
Unilever 926 
United utils 1 jdo 
Vodafone 16.000 
Whitbread ijoo 
wilnu Hid 494 
Wolseley 526 
Zeneca IACO 

Mar 27 Mar 2b 
mxkJjy don 

AMP lac 
AMB Corp 
at a t 
AUbon Labs 
Advanced Micro la 

Lite 

42 41', 
M'i «P> 
tt 62'. 
41 41 

W. 

W, 
7 

54S 54': 
44A 4J', 
«■. 42'i 
4W. 48V 

IT 

Aluiiiuison iHF) ». 
Air Prod a Chan 54'. 59. 
AlrTondi Comm JIS 31V 
Ateerto-CulveT B 4iv AT, 
Alberuan*) 38', w. 
Akaa Alumnm x> 3T. 
Aim Sraadard 52'. 54 
Allied Signal 56V 56V 
Alum Co ol ADI b? 
Amax Gold UK 7 
Amerada Hess 
Amer Brand] 
Airier El Power 
Amer Eapress — — 
Amer GenI Carp 34*. »v 
Amer Home Pr 104V 104V 
Amer lml 
Amer Swres 
Amer Standard 
AmolBdi 
Amoco 
Anbeuxer-BuKt] _ 
Apple com purer 24 
Archer Daniel* is*. 
Armor 
Arnatmg Wild 
AKUCD 
Ashland CHI 
Art Kkhfldd 
auto Qua Pro 
Avery Dennison 
Avon Products 
Baker Hughes 

3tf. 36V 
77V 77V 

52V 
71V 71'. 

b2*. 

SJ 

dtf. 
JIV 31V 
M 31 
S5V 56. 
73V 7T. 
Wi 6*C, 

2T. 
IIV 

SV SV 
bl‘. 03', 
34V 34V 
3SV Jrr. 

I IB1, IIP. 
J4V 3V. 
54V SS1. 
87V H7-, 

- MV 37. 
Balllm Gas A El 27V 2T. 
Banc one 
BankAmeilca 
Bank ol NT 
Banker! Tr NY 
Barnsi Banks ... 
Bausdi a lamb u1. nv 
Baxter (nil 46V 46-. 
Bean Dtewum 
Bell Ad an (1c 
Bell Industries 
Bells outn 
Blade a Decker 
Block (Horn 
Bod tin 
Bobe cascade 
Brian I Myrs Sq u>. „. 
Browning Ferris », xr. 
Brunswick ZZV 23 
BudlngiQn Ninn U*. sv- 
cms Energy Carp xr, & 
CNA Flaandal . 
ere ind 
CSX 
Campbell Soup 
Can PidlK 
Carolina PWr 
Canoplllar 
Cemral \ jw 
Ctumpfon inil 
Chase Manual 
Chemical Bk 
Chevron Chip 
Ouysler 

83V 8.0. 
63V MV 
21V 21V 
38V 38V 
JT, 37V 
-W. 36V 
Mv ter, 

41'. 41 

III 

Chubb corp 
Cigna carp 
Cldcorp 
Clorox 
Coanal Carp 
coa oate 

. 11 
Iff, 71V 
46'. 46V 
W. 63V 
nr- xr. 
37V 37V 
TO. 70 
28V 2B 
43V 44 
74'. 7JV 
71V 7ff. 
571. 57V 
62'. 621, 
°5V «: 

IISV IIS’. 
7W, w, 
87V 87V 
40V 40 
B4*. Mi 

5V. 54V 
37V 3b'i 
TO. MV 
41V 41V 
71V 
31V 
44V 
■W. 
43V 
35V 

Coigaiefalmollte TO. 86 
Columbia Gas 45*. 45 
Columbia HCA 
Compaq comp 
Comp au ini 
Ctmagra 
Conran 
Cons Edison 
Cons Nu Gas 
Cooper Inds 
Consmia 
earning iqc 
Crown Cork 
DSm Oarp .... „ 
D^yian Hudson 84'. 
Deere 
Della Air Line 
Driuu corp 
Djldai Equip 
DlUanl Dept Si 
Dtsnej rwalr) 
Dominion Res 
DoncOey (H»j 
Dover Corp 
Dow QvernKal 
Dow Jones 
□nser 
Duke Power _ 
Dun a BnWreet 6| 
Du Pom 
Eastman Own 

48-, 48*. 
l-v. 34 

42V 42V 
78'i 7BV 
31V 31V 
51V 50V 
J5V 35V 
MV 64*i 
80V 40, 
JP. 36V 
46V 47V 
IbV *T. 
TO. Tr, 
3V- Xf 
SO, 51 

61V 
81V 81V 

72>. 

Mar 27 Mar 26 
midday dose 

Eastman Kodak 
Eaum Corp 
Edison Im 
Emerson Dec 
EngeUiard Corp 
Enron Corp 
Entergy 
Ethyl Corp 
Exwin 
EMC Corp 
fpl Croup 
Federal Eapm 
Fed Mai Mlgr 
Flrsi imeraaie 
Fim I'nion Ury 
Fleer F)nl Grp 
Fluor Corp 
Ford Motor 
GTE Corp 
Conner] 
Cap Inc Del 
Gen Dynamics 
Gen Dearie 
Gen Mills 
Gen Motors 
Gon Rrtnsunuia I461. 
Gen Signs) 37V 
Genuine Puns 45 
Georjla Par W, 
Gdkne 54 
Glaxo Welle ADR 75V 
Goodrich IBF) 7«s 
Goodyear Tire 51V 
Giaoe W4RJ 74'. 
Gn Ad pat Tro 30v 
Grear Wsm Fin mv 
HalUbunun 

TV. 
ol 
17V 
«r. 
2T. 
17S 
281. 
IV. 
85V 
74V 
45V 
70 
3CV 32. 

I TO, 166V 
7V 7', 

72V 
6) 
17V 
82V 
2.P: 
J7 
TT. 
Iff. 
85-. 
75S 
45V 
TO. 

Harcourt General 45-. 
Heim (HJ) Mv 
H acute pj 
Hots hey Funds 77V 
Hewlai Pact.id os-, 
Hilton Holds or. 
Home Depot mv 
Homoule Mnp Jf. 
Honeywell 5S-, 
Household lml 68-. 
Houston Inds it, 
Humana 2j-. 
HT Corp 5«v 
Illinois Tool «y. 
Ultoova ' 26-, 
INCO if. 
inirenoU Rand 
Inland SleeJ 
Unel Com . 
IBM 
mu Flav 8 Fr 
■nil Piper 
Jama River Vj 
ihruo A Jhnsn 
Kellogg 
kerr-M0G« 
klmbeilyciiii; 
Kman 
KJdghi-Rldder 
uriy rein 
limlied me 
IJncuIn Nai 
un.qi 

<&. 
w. 
18V 
53-s 
46V 

U2 Qaibome 34V 
J«fchced Minin 77 
bhiuiaru Pac 
MCI comm juv 
.VLuiton ini rr. 
Monti 8 McLnn 041, 
M«s« Corp 
MaT Depi Si 
Mayug Core 
McDonalds 
McDonnell d 
McGr«w Hill 
Mead Dirp 
Medlromc 
Melton Bk 
MehWe Cnrp 
Merck Inc 
Merrill lynch 
MKrowfi 

TO. 
48 
21V 
■W. 
OF'. 
87'. 
52V 

55, 
5*iv 
TO. 
MV 
6P. 

4V 
00V- 
33V 
44 
68V 
5ev 
W, 
70 
SO 
54'. 

147V 
37 
45 
W. 
53V 
TO. 
78V 
5IV 
77-. 
30-. 
24 
57V 
46V 
33V 
6?, 
78', 
93V 
0nv 
48-. 
19V 
55<. 
68 

24V 
58'. 
67V 
28V 
MV 
41*. 
24". 
SoV 

11(7. 
■18'. 
■TO. 
XT. 
04V 
78V 
64 

Wi 
67 
I IF, 
Sf. 
4*V 
34V 
77 
24 
W. 
4tr, 
05V TO. 
48V 
21V 
49V 
OSV 
mv 
5>v 
55 
57 
Jy. 
64 
B 

Minnesota Mine 64V 
Mobil corp 
■Monsanto 
Morgan UP) 
Motorola Inc 
Vad semi 
Mad Sendee Ind Navistar mi 
NY Times a 
Newmoni Mnu 
Wag Mohawk 
Nike B 
NL Industries 
Noram Energy 
Nordstrom 
Nortoifc sihm 
NBm sure Pwr 
Nmuer Corp 
Nyne* Corp 
oeddennj Per 
Ohio Edison 

103'. 102V 

117'. 
I S31. 
83V 
54'. 
14V 
35V 
10V 
TO, 
57-. 
ev 

85. 
13*. 
v. 

65V 
116*. 
154V 
Mv 
54 
I4-. 
3?. 
IUV 
29', 
58V 

OV 
35'. 
13. 
9 

4SV 
85 
44V 

MV 
K*. 
TO. 
E3 

Mur V Mar 26 
miiliy .4™* 

Oracle 
Cbyx Eneipy Co 
Owens Diming 
PHH Corp 
PPG Indunrte 
PNC Bank 
PP»i. Res 
Paccar Inc 
mdQooip 
pac Emerprises 
par Gas a Elea 
p« Teles is 
pall Crrp 
Panhandle East 
Pdlturr Hannifin 
?eco Energy 
Pemwy (JO 
Pemwnll 
PepsiCo 
pfUer 
Pherm 8 Upjhn 
Phelps Dodge 
Philip .Morris 
Phillips pa 
PlUley Bowes 
Polaroid 
prtceGosicn 
Proctor & Gmbl 
psovifljjn 
pub Sen- EH 
Quaker Oats 
Ralston Purina 
Raycftem Corp 
Raytheon 
Rcebofc mil 
Reynolds Metals 
Ruckwell Ind 
Rnhm 6 Haas 
Royal Duicti 
Rubbermaid 
SBC Cumins 
Safeco Cnrp 
5t Paul’s Cos 
Salomon Inr 
Sara lee Corp 
SCheiiDp PlouRh 
Sdilumberper 
Seagram 
Sears Roebuck 
shell Tnui, 
Sherwln wlims 
Skyline Corp 
smp^m-Tnuh 
SnuUiem Cr. 
Sprtni Corp 
Stanley worta 
Son Company 
Sun MJcroyyi 
Sunirusi 
Supervalu 
Sysco corp 
TRW )nc 
TCCInds 
Tanitom Comp 
Tandy Corp 
Medyne 
Temple inland 
Tenneon 
Texaco 
Texas Ins 
Texas Urilliiis 
Textron 
Time Warner 
Time-Mirror a 
Timlun 
Torchmark 
Toys 6 Us 
TrajiHiniTIa 
Tirol ers 
Tribune 
Tvai Labi 
VST Inc 
UAL 
US Inds 
USX Maraihun 
Unicom 
Unllwr Nv 
Union Camp 
Unton Carbide 
Union PaeWc 
Unisys Com 
USAIR Group 
USF8C Cnrp 
\)S Ute 
Unlied Tech 
Uhoai coni 
VF Corp 
WMX Tech 
wal-Man vlores 
Warner damben 

Fargo 
W.KhnBhmiu; El 
Weyeibaeuscr 
Whirl pool 
Wniiman 
winrr Dixit 
Witahronh 
WflRley |Wml Jr 
Xerox 
Yeltow corp 

'Late 

■>- 
■V-- 

Si 

14V ir. 
; .Mr- „ 40V 41'. 

521. MV .1.-- 
49". ■TO. r :* <,,J 
». .. 1. • n.•:•.*■. ■• 
Jf. 34V 
V, 50. 
21 20V 
TO. TO, 1 f’lT* 

25V J* 
27v 27V ■ ’' 
27 ZT*. ' *.. 
JIV 31 
MV 38V ■".I* 
27 TO. 
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Win some, 
lose some 
JAGUAR will go to 
Birmingham, thanks to an 
agreement reached by the 
Department of Trade and 
Industry and the Euro¬ 
pean Commission yester¬ 
day, but the real deal was 
struck in the privacy of a 
buv at Murrayfidd at the 
beginning of March. 
When Ian Lang, President 
of the Board of Trade, and 
fellow-scot Alex Trotman. 
pres idem of Ford Jaguar, 
watched their beloved rug¬ 
by team lose to England, 
the decision to take 1.300 
jobs and a I-RR) million 
investment lo Birming¬ 
ham was secured. It was as 
the two men commiserated 
over Scotland's defeat that 
they sealed Ford's commit¬ 
ment to make Jaguars in 
Britain, in spite of the 
European Commission's 
shilly-shallying over its 
£80 million aid package. 

Pot du jour 
ONLY foolhardy foodies 
would take the advice of 
the new Egon Ronay’s 
Guide 1996 Oriental Res¬ 
taurants. which singles 
out British Beef Mussu- 
man as this years winning 
dish. A panel of judges 
from Egon Ronay and the 
Meat & livestock Com¬ 
mission dived head first 
for the dish of thinly sliced 
beef in a peanut butter 
curry, whivh was prepared 
in Yum Yum. the Thai 
restaurant, by Oriental 
Chef of the Year Atique 
Choudry. The panel's deci¬ 
sion was made last 
autumn. 

r * iftiMMidira 

Ronay: judging panel 

JAMES CAPEL analysts 
are clearly great beefeat¬ 
ers. The winners in this 
fomight's stock selection, 
paraded in its fortnightly 
newsletter, include Har¬ 
risons & Crosfield. which 
has exposure to animal 
feeds and Northern 
Foods, which handles 
milk and meat products. 
Then there’s TON. which 
has links with asbestos, 
and the financial com¬ 
pany with the unfortunate 
name of Cattle’s. 

Smoke alarm 
IN THESE health consc¬ 
ious days, smoking has be¬ 
come a minority habit for 
all but a handful of public 
figures. The cigar-smok¬ 
ing Chancellor. Kenneth 
Clarke, is one notable ex¬ 
ception as is Bank Gover¬ 
nor Eddie George. Now 
steady Eddie, a seasoned 
cigarette smoker, is getting 
a soul male when lawyer 
Tricia Howse. assistant di¬ 
rector of the Serious Fraud 
Office, takes her highly 
rated fraudbusting skills 
to the Bank's prosecutions 

Hong Kong becomes a 
magnet for foreign cash 

Philip 
Bowring on 

British 
pension fund 
investment 

in the colony 

It's one of those items that 
really belongs in Ripley’s 
Believe it Not. Whether 
future British retirees 

still smarting from the Robert 
Maxwell episode would be 
amused by it is debatable. But 
it is a fact that British pension 
funds have almusl as much 
money invested in the tiny 
Hong Kong slock market as in 
the whole of the US. Indeed, the 
figure* probably rose because or 
tKe frenzied foreign buying of 
Hong Kong shares in the first 
weeks of this year. 

Peking’s threats against 
Hong Kong’s constitutional ar¬ 
rangements and Taiwan have 
underlined the political dan¬ 
gers to an economy that de¬ 
pends so much on international 
confidence and China's rela¬ 
tions with the West rather than 
on what it produces. 

Forgetting politics, Hong 
Kong is ludicrously over¬ 
weighted. According to figures 
on UK pension fund asset 
allocation, these hinds in the 
last quarter of 1995 had 5.8 per 
cent of their total assets invest¬ 
ed in the markets grouped 
under the heading “Pacific Rim 
excluding Japan", an increase 
from 4J5 per cent a year earlier. 
By contrast, just 2.9 per cent 
were in the US. 

Data from Pacific Rim and 
Asia ex-Japan mutual funds 
and anecdotal evidence indi¬ 
cates that the norm for such 
funds is to invest 35-40 per cent 
of assets in Hong Kong. Salo¬ 
mon Brothers recently recom¬ 
mended a 42 per cent HK 
weighting for Asia ex-Japan. 
On the basis of the figures, UK 
pension funds would now have 
a total exposure to Hong Kong 
of about 25 per cent of total 
assets. Arid in holdings in 
Singapore, which normally ac¬ 
count for at least 15 per cent of 
Rim portfolios, and the expo¬ 
sure to two city states exceeds 
that to the capitalist world's 
premier market. The two have 
a combined GDP of about one 
40th that of the US. 

This bizarre fact poses ques¬ 
tions about the judgment of 
highly paid management 
groups. Just why is Hong 
Kong such a magnet for 
foreign money? In the short 
term, foreign fund managers’ 
bullish attitudes to Hong 
Kong contrast with the wari¬ 
ness of local investors facing 
an economic slowdown, the 
uncertainties of 1997, and re¬ 
gional tensions. Recently, 
Hong Kong companies have 
been able to get away with 
huge share placements to for¬ 
eign institutions that would 
have sent shudders through 
the market if offered as rights 
to existing local shareholders. 

On a longer view, Hong 
Kong companies have per¬ 
formed well in terms of earn¬ 
ings growth. But presumably 
the fund managers have some 
inkling of the fact that most 
major Hong Kong companies 
owe rheir high levels profit¬ 
ability to the oligarchical ar¬ 
rangements that prevail in 
Hong Kong’s property, bank¬ 
ing and utility sectors and to 

Labour sets the 
agenda for a 

skill revolution 
Philip Bassett on the Opposition’s 

controversial training plans 

MAMJJASOND JT- MAMJJASONDJFM MAMJJASONDJFMAMJJASOMDJFM 

....AS BRITISH MONEY HAS POURED IN 
Mairtil Lynch tunny: IM percentage at UK fund manager* planning to Increase (+J or doer 

-  -—-— «  ---T 40% -—r——_ 
JPACinC BASINAND \-. Ki.I USE 
"OTHER* EQUITIES* * II 35 | 

i (-J thetr hoMSnga 

‘ "Tndudtoamkliwoi^tolnamefgfcw 
v -martoB oat^dB Padte basin - • 

MAMJJASONDJFMAMJJASOMDJFM MAMJJASONDJFMAMJJASONDJFM 

asset-price inflation occa¬ 
sioned by years of negative 
real interest rates that have 
only recently ended. They may 
also have noticed that over the 
years asset-price inflation has 
been helped along by a weak 
currency. Hie Hong Kong 
dollar has fallen 50 per cent 
against sterling. 

So why should fund manag¬ 
ers prefer these stacks to US 
markets with their vast array 
of leading-edge global firms, 
high-tech leaders, and a huge 
domestic market for everyone 
or to Asian countries that have 
better economic growth 
records and prospects? There 
is a certain amount of self- 
fulfilling prophecy in the man¬ 
agers’ behaviour in a 
relatively small market such 
as Hong Kong. A rising mar¬ 
ket attracts more _ 
funds and justi¬ 
fies the original £ Qq 
position. But with “* 
foreign institu- jjj L( 
fions taking a 
larger and larger cma 
share of the Hong ^^ 
Kong market, the 
medium-term dangers of for¬ 
eign sentiment changing are 
serious. Contrary to received 
wisdom in London. Hong 
Kong is not a small sharehold¬ 
ers’ paradise. That may have 
been the case once, bur only 10 
per cent of Hong Kong’s 
population own shares direct¬ 
ly and mutual funds are not 
popular with the locals. Local 
individuals now account, ac¬ 
cording to the HK Stock 
Exchange, for only 30 per cent 
of local turnover. Thirty per 
cent is directly foreign and 
another 30 per cent is down 
local institutions, which in 
many cases are foreign owned 
and acting for foreign inves¬ 
tors. Foreigners account for 
some 60 per cent of this 
marker in stocks which, with a 
few exceptions, derive their 
profits almost entirely from 
Hong Kong. 

Hong Kong gets an inordi¬ 
nate amount of the fund flows 

whenever “emerging markets" 
or “Asia" become hat themes. 
This applies almost as much to 
US investors as Britons. Hie 
Americans pumped US$6 bil¬ 
lion into Hong Kong in 1993 
and 1994 and returned with a 
vengeance in late 1995 after a 
lull. These are huge sums and 
entirely disproportionate to a 
territory of six million people. 
Most HK companies are pri¬ 
marily dependent on Hong 
Kong for their earnings — 
whatever may be the future 
promise of China. If China 
really is the draw, why die 
cold shoulder to China’s B and 
H shares that provide an 
entree into the real China of 
industrial production and 
growing markets, not the er¬ 
satz China of Hong Kong. 

One answer fund managers 

£ Contrary to received wisdom 
in London, Hong Kong is not a 
small shareholders’ paradise 5 

will give is that Hong Kong is 
an open and liquid market. 
But it is no bigger than 
Taiwan. True, it is more open 
to foreigners, but Singapore 
attracts much investment in 
spite of restrictions on foreign 
ownership of top companies 
that have led to foreign institu¬ 
tions piaying huge premiums 
for a presence. 

Pension funds, one might 
suppose, were investing for the 
long term not for fast in-and- 
out profit, for the benefit of 
their beneficiaries rather than 
the brokers. Other economies 
have infinitely better claims to 
being the cutting edge of the 
new Asia. Hong Kong is a 
narrowly focused market in a 
mature economy. It shares 
with Malaysia and Singapore 
(thanks to the foreigners) a 
market capitalisation to GDP 
ratio of well over 200 per cent 
— far higher than found 
elsewhere in the world. Unlike 

Hong Kong. South Korea and 
Taiwan have several com¬ 
panies that are global leaders. 
They also have domestic con¬ 
sumer markets far bigger and 
faster growing than Hong 
Kong. Yer they attract only a 
fraction of the pension money 
supposedly being invested in 
the Asia concept One reason 
is the difficulty of entry. But 
this is often exaggerated. 

A big problem with rational 
asset allocation is the 
weighting of self-styled inter¬ 
national industries that often 
omit Korea and Taiwan 
because they deem them insuf¬ 
ficiently open. As a result 
funds seeking to track the 
indices ignore major econo¬ 
mies and pile into little ones. 
So many funds are more 
concerned with judging each 
_ other by short¬ 

term perfor- 
dom mance or against 

indices that they 
lOt 3. inevitably ignore 

altogether or seri- 
ise 5 ously under 

__ weight the larger 
and more dy¬ 

namic economies like those of 
Korea, even when they have 
active markets. Some pension 
funds have genuine legal diffi¬ 
culty with foreign exchange 
regulations in South Korea 
and Taiwan. But if choice of 
indices of Asia are to be so 
distorted, it is no wonder that 
the asset allocations will be 
too. Thus funds end up with 
billions worth of property and 
other Hong Kong companies 
that are nothing outside their 
little territory but look askance 
at the region's manufacturing 
giants. 

Cultural factors are strongly 
in evidence too. Hong Kong 
has all the leading Anglo 
(Teuronic)-American firms of 
brokers and fund managers 
who like to deal with the 
familiar — that is each other. 
They are the ones who give 
Hong Kong Mue<hips liquid¬ 
ity. Even without (or because 
of) a lack of control on kick¬ 

backs, Hong Kong is the best 
place in the region to base 
fund management operations. 
Managers, bring human, told 
to believe they live at the centre 
of the world. Singapore and 
Malaysia, with their colonial 
linkages of language, laws 
and schools ride naturally on 
some aspects of the cultural 
bandwagon. 

Markets where foreigners 
are of relatively little conse¬ 
quence tend to be viewed 
either with extra suspicion, or 
at least as unsuitable 
benchmarks. 

Five years ago. before the 
opening of South Korea, Tai¬ 
wan, India and Indonesia, there 
was reason for the over¬ 
weighting of Hong Kong. Singa¬ 
pore and Malaysia. But then 
UK pension funds stake in Asia 
was much smaller. To have 55 
per cent in Asia ex-Japan is not 
in itself unreasonable. Likewise, 
to believe that the US is too dose 
to a peak for comfort is fair 
enough. But as much in Hong 
Kong as the US, there is so 
much to choose from in fast 
growing Asia? There are expla¬ 
nations for that Ripley-esque 
statistic. Whether there is an 
excuse is another matter. 

Anatole Kaletsky is away for 
two weeks 

Today, the Labour par¬ 
ty will say: “We 
believe that govern¬ 

ment does hare a responsi¬ 
bility to the framework 
for a skills revolution, and to 
play a role in making that 
happen. A Labour govern¬ 
ment will accept the respon¬ 
sibility which the Tories 
have shunned.” 

Bold words from the Lab¬ 
our party’s new policy pro¬ 
posals on training, to be 
unveiled today. It will set out 
key proposals on training 
which business leaders have 
been eager to hear. 

But some traditional Lab¬ 
our supporters, trade union 
leaders, for instance, see the 
final, formal abandonment 
of a commitment to a train¬ 
ing levy on employers who 
fail to rrain. as yet another 
retrograde step by new Lab¬ 
our. John Edmonds of the 
GMB general union, views 
the move away from the five 
guaranteed days training a 
year in the document The 
Skills Revolution — Prepar¬ 
ing Britain for the 21st 
Century, as a step in the 
wrong direction, and is un¬ 
derstood to have made his 
views on _ 
known to par¬ 
ty leaders at a £ Peot 
private meet¬ 
ing. Careful look 
work has 
gone on in re- on 
cent week, turning 
With such c 
sceptics, but 
having won support for the 
document from Labour's 
national executive yesterday, 
the party leadership is pre¬ 
paring to go public today 
with what some dearly view 
as a typical watering down of 
previous solid commitments. 

Probably of greater impor¬ 
tance is the critidsm which 
says that the paper describes 
and analyses well the scale of 
the training gap facing Brit¬ 
ain, but then puts forward a 
series of policy proposals 
which are flagrantly in suffi¬ 
cient to to meet it 

Critics see the starting 
point as the need to scrap the 
stick of the training levy in 
favour of the carrot of indi¬ 
vidual and enterprise-level 
incentives. 

Labour argues that cur¬ 
rent training provision in 
Britain is fragmented, un¬ 
suited to the modern labour 
market, and largely ignored. 
Key Labour figures have 
beat made aware of research 
showing that four-fifths of 
companies in Britain do not 
train their workforces, not 
because they are opposed to 
training — but because they 
are operating in product 

£ People will 

look back 
on this as a 

turning point 5 

markets which simply do not 
need higher skill lerels for 
profitability. 

However short-term that 
view is. it is dominant in 
Britain, especially among 
small firms. Britain^ train¬ 
ing problem doc not fie with 
Marks & Spencer or fCI but 
with the vast swathe of 
companies who know they 
can get by without training. 

A training levy was meant 
to address just this problem 
by farcing companies to 
train, or face a fine. But the 
the levy did not achieve that. 
Labour says that the levy- 
system reinforced rigid 
sectoral barriers, failed to 
cover many employment ar¬ 
eas altogether, was highly 
bureaucratic and could not 
match the training perfor¬ 
mance of some of Britain's 
key competitors. But where 
sectors still want to keep 
their boards and their levies, 
such as engineering con¬ 
struction and building. Lab¬ 
our says the levy will remain 
in place — a point which the 
party witl say demonstrates 
dearly its intention to work 
with industry and not 
against it Labour's twofold 
_ plan — tax in¬ 

centives for 
[6 will employees to 

take up tri- 
Jack partite-fund- 
__ ed indivi- 
» 3S a duals 

point 5 l“min?I1,aL' 
r counts (ILAs), 

under which 
people might be able to use 
smart cards to buy training, 
together with linking com¬ 
panies attaining the rrain- 
mg-based Investors in 
People standard — has in¬ 
centives. though critics argue 
it ducks the deadweight 
problem: how do you avoid 
giving free government 
money to companies which 
already train, or conversely 
why should such companies 
be penalised for training if a 
way is found of directing 
help only at firms which do 
not train. 

Critics also argue that the 
ILAs will be taken up mainly 
by sophisticated labour mar¬ 
ket participants. 

For its part, the Labour 
leadership is convinced it 
has found a winner with the 
proposals, which it is con¬ 
vinced will find strong fa¬ 
vour with both business and 
individuals. "In five years' 
time," says one key new 
Labour adviser, "people will 
look back on this as a 
turning point. That's how 
important to business, the 
economy and to individual 
people our rraining propos¬ 
als will be." 

BUSINESStETTERS 

Return to apprenticeships needed The cure for telecommunication ills 
From Mr Thomas P. Hartley 
Sir. Today’s business section 
contains a report. 'Bosses wor¬ 
ried over education of job 
applicants, March 25,’ on the 
loD’s study regarding the fail¬ 
ure of the eduction system to 
provide suitable candidates 
for industrial training, and on 
the facing page, a report 'Too 
few firms have a training bud¬ 
get’ on research which sugg¬ 
ests a dearth of training places 
for those who do quality. 

Both reports make sad read¬ 
ing. It is time for a sense of 
urgency to be injected into 
both education and vocational 
training. Why not a return to 
the rigours of a formal system 
of apprentice training which 

From Mr A. J. F. Hill 

Sir, h isn't only the Lloyd’s 
names who are displeased by 
the recent settlement propos¬ 
als. There are now about 3,200 
executors who are personally 
liable for the deceased names’ 
debts. , 

Some of them, such as 
myself, act for an estate that is 
nCJl protected by estate plan 
protection. For us. a settle- 

required satisfactory results in 
both skill and educational 
achievement, measured by ex¬ 
ternal examination. The result 
would be a certificate of com¬ 
petence allowing the holder to 
enter a closed system as a 
registered practitioner. 

A combination of daytime 
work and evening education, 
not only weeds out nan-perfor¬ 
mers, but instils in those with 
ambition and self motivation, 
a sense of responsibility and a 
desire to progress towards 
desirable personal goals. 
Yours faithfully, 
THOMAS P. HARTLEY. 
Blan/ord Cottage. 
23 Blan/ord Road, 
Reigate. Surrey. . 

Executors liable for 
dead names’debts 

meat that promises "finality" 
— but which cannot deliver 
FINALITY (because Equitas is 
so open-ended) is worse than 
useless. 

Lloyd's has made absolutely 
no attempt to inform or advise 
executors on how to proceed — 
we arc no! allowed into 

From Mr Bill Dixon 
Sir. The UK telecommunica¬ 
tions' industry is in trouble. 
Twelve years of tinkering with 
competition at the boundary 
level leaves BT with a domi¬ 
nant market share, reinforced 
by the control it exerts over its 
competitors as the main sup¬ 
plier of interconnect 

The price reductions 
achieved by regulation are 
nothing special for a high-tech 
business. Regulation is ever 
more interventionist and ad¬ 
versarial: BT cannot take ordi¬ 
nary management decisions 
about its products and prices. 

' while competitors find it diffi¬ 
cult to enter the market with¬ 
out the appropriate 

Lloyd's — just expected to 
sanction the losses — or pay 
them personally if we trust 
that the Equitas arrangements 
as proposed will be adequate 
— and subsequently find they 
are not. 

Yours faithfully, 
ADRIAN HILL 
Executor to J. K. Hill. 
8 Ebner Street. 
SWl. 

dispensations from Oftel. 
Oftel itself cannot cepe. In 
effect, telecommunications is 
being run by an overburdened 
government bureaucracy 
which tells the industry what 
to do. We are back to square 
one. Uncertainty and delay 
arc damaging the confidence 
of new entrants and suppress¬ 
ing the development and 
adoption of new technology. 
Britain’s worldwide status as an 
innovator in telecommunica¬ 
tions is fading fast. 

The one sure-fire cure for all 
ills is to break up BT. Surely a 
formula can be arrived at which 
makes this acceptable lo BT as 
well as to everyone else. 
Yours faithfully 
BILL DIXON 
Partner 
Dixon, Goodwin & Co 
Osbourne House 
Becketts Wharf 
Lower Teddington Road 
Kingston upon Thames 
Surrey. 

Letters lo the Business 
section of The Times 
can be sent by fax on 

0171-782 5112. 
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Industry 
groups fail 
on reform, 
says study 

By Philip Bassett, industrial editor 

THE Government's attempt to 
reform Britain's patchwork of 
trade associations has so far 
largely failed, the first study of 
trade bodies in the UK sug¬ 
gests today. The study, by the 
head of a major association, 
says that the organisations 
must become more effective. 

Michael Heseltine. while 
President of the Board of 
Trade, called for reform of 
Britain’s many, often-compet¬ 
ing trade associations, urging 
them to rationalise themselves, 
and warning them that the 
Government would deal with 
only the lead association in a 
sector to simplify its relations 
with industry. However, to¬ 
day's study suggests that little 
has so far come from Mr Hes- 

SIB chief 
urges bank 

reforms 
By Robert Miller 

THE threat posed to the 
international banking and 
monetary systems by fail¬ 
ures such as those of 
Barings and Daiwa must 
be tackled by improved 
cross-border cooperation 
between supervisors, mar¬ 
kets and the industry itself! 
the UK’S most senior 
watchdog said yesterday. 

Speaking at conference 
in Tokyo, Sir Andrew 
Large, the chairman of the 
Securities and Invest¬ 
ments Board, told dele¬ 
gates that banks and 
securities firms must be 
encouraged to develop 
better standards of prac¬ 
tice in accounting and 
disclosure. 

In future such busi¬ 
nesses should prepare 
their consolidated ac¬ 
counts in a common way 
and to internationally 
agreed accounting stan¬ 
dards. Sir Andrew said. 

el tine's initiative — in particu¬ 
lar, from the Government. 

The study says: There is, as 
yet. little evidence that the 
Department of Trade and In¬ 
dustry has sought to encourage 
rationalisation... The Depart¬ 
ment generally does not appear 
to have increased the extent to 
which it comments on the 
effectiveness of trade associa¬ 
tions, still less has it dealt only 
with one trade association in a 
particular field." 

The study, by Mark Boleat, 
Director-General of the Asso¬ 
ciation of British Insurers, 
Britain's largest trade associ¬ 
ation in terms of subscription 
income, also questions the 
functions for trade associa¬ 
tions suggested by Mr Hesel¬ 
tine —in particular, the idea of 
their working to increase 
international competitiveness, 
which, it says, is "irrelevant" 
for many smaller associations. 

Although the study recog¬ 
nises the difficulty of measur¬ 
ing the effectiveness of such 
bodies, it says that further 
reforms are essential if they 
are to promote and represent 
British industry properly. 

It says that there are now 
about 1,300 trade associations 
in Britain, with total subscrip¬ 
tion income of about £270 mil¬ 
lion a year. Thirteen each have 
income in excess of £3 million. 

Mr Boleat reveals details of 
CBI membership levels, 
putting them at more than 
250,000 public and private 
companies, and more than 
200 trade associations, em¬ 
ployers* bodies and other com¬ 
mercial organisations. 

Mr Boleat urges trade asso¬ 
ciations to be fully engaged in 
the political process, and says: . 
“Members should be kept 
fully informed about the cur¬ 
rent political and regulatory 
framework to ensure that poli¬ 
cy views coming forward nave 
not been developed in a vacu¬ 
um. Many trade associations ■ 
fall down at this hurdle." 
□ Trade Association Strategy 
and Management, by Mark \ 
Boleat (Association of British \ 
Insurers, 51 Gresham Street, 1 
London EC2: £15) 

Jim Rawson, left with Paul Hazel, finance director, has seen profits decline at Epwin 

Epwin dips 
as costs rise 

Electricity 
pool backs 
down over 
cost base 
By Christine Buckley 

trading arrangements for 
competition in household elec¬ 
tricity moved on a step yester¬ 
day after the Electricity Pool, 
which administers the whole¬ 
sale market in power, backed 
down over casts for ihe system. 

The pool, whose members 
come largely from the regional 
electricity companies and gen¬ 
erators, had an earlier propos¬ 
al for trading mechanisms in 
the competitive market rejected 
as too expensive. The electricity 
regulator, who is under in¬ 
creasing pressure to deliver 
choice for household consum¬ 
ers by an April 1998 deadline, 
replaced the £250 million dev¬ 
elopment costs and E70 million 
annual operating expenses 
with his own costings of E50 
million and £I5m. 

His calculations excluded the 
cost of development work to 
support the system, which had 
been included by the pool and 
estimated at £150 million. 

The pool said it could now 
deliver the competitive market 
for £55 million development 
and £12 million annual operat¬ 
ing costs. Expenses for the 
programme wfll be met by the 
regional companies. 

Subject to the endorsement 
of Stephen Litdeduld, the regu¬ 
lator, work will start on creat¬ 
ing the mechanics of the syst¬ 
em. He also has to consider an 
appeal by East Midlands Elect¬ 
ricity over the costs and fund¬ 
ing for the 1998 programme. 

Some industry experts 
believe that progress has not 
been rapid enough to deliver 
an efficient system by 1998. A 
number of regional companies, 
who stand to lose market share 
to newcomers, say the costs of a 
competitive market could wipe 
out the benefits. 

Monument plans £50m return 
TOUGH trading in the mar¬ 
ket for u-JPVC windows and 
building products, together 
with a sharp rise in the cost of 
raw materials, reduced pre¬ 
tax profits at Epwin Group 18 
per cent to £5.1 million (£62 
million) in 1995. Earnings fell 
to I525p (ISp) a share. A final 
dividend of 6p lifts the total to 
8.9p. The shares rose 2p to 
21 Ip. Jim Rawson. chairman, 
said relative stability in raw 
material costs and selective 
price increases would help to 
improve margins. 

MONUMENT OIL & GAS, 
the exploration company with 
a large interest in the Liver¬ 
pool Bay gas field, proposes to 
return £50 million of capital to 
shareholders. The payment to 
investors, amounting to 7b p 
per share and equivalent to 
almost a third of the published 
net assets, will be made after 
the interim resuits in August 

At the same time, investors 
in Nimex Resources. Monu¬ 
ment's 38 per cent sharehold- 

By Carl Mortished 

er, will swap their shares for 
equivalent numbers of shares 
in Monument The Nimex 
investors indude Tony Craven 
Walker, founder and chief 
executive of Monument and 
Groupe Bruxelles Lambert 
and Electra Investment Trust 

Monument has derided to 
shrink just as gas production 
starts in Liverpool Bay, a 
development which will sub¬ 
stantially increase the cash 
flow of the oil company. Mr 

Craven Walker said the 
change of capital structure 
would be accompanied by a 
shift in emphasis towards 
exploration with plans to 
spend £20 million per year. 

Monument raised its net 
profits 61 per cent to £12 
million last year- It is not 
paying a dividend but does not 
rule out future dividends or 
share repurchases. 
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Healthcall steps up 
investment level 

^Ssein demand for its services from genefid pn.«Mn- 
mGfthave launched a public awareness campaign to curb. 
pubUc demand for their services and primary care centres are 
u-inp offered as an alternative to a home visit. -••• 

Healthcall yesterday reported a 23 per cent nse in pre-tax 
orofits to E79 million in 1995, its first full year as a listed 
Smrany from £6J9 million in 1994. Proforma earrangsrose 
ZX to «P a Share. The total divided ts tnaeasri 10 per 
cent top 4.95p a share, with a 3.3p final due on May 14. 

Builders look to 1997 
THE output of die construction industry, which fell 1 per cm 
last year, is likely to bottom out this year and pick up in Wl, • 
with' recovery led by the private commercial and industry ■ 
sector and repair and maintenance work, according to r 
Cambridge Econometrics. Lower interest rates and an tnCTease^ 
of work from the Private Finance Initiative would help. Private- 
work had the brightest growth prospects, fuelled partly to;; 
lottery funded projects, though industrial work was vulnerable, 
to a sharper slowdown in European export markets. 

Asda Properly higher j 
AGAINST a background of generally falling property values; ■ 
Asda Property Holdings, the investment company, achieved 
a modest I per cent increase in net asset value to 130p a share 
in 1995. Profits rose to a record E8.9 million before tax laA 
year from £8J million, with net rental income advancing to 
£1428 million from £12.8 million. Earnings were 65p a share, 
compared with 6.7p. although there was a 9 per cent risein, 
underlying earnings. The total dividend is 8 per cent higher, 
at 2.6p a share, with a final l.Sp. The shares fell 3p to 139p: 

TLS drives ahead 
TLS. the supplier of rental vehicles which has 17 branches 
nationwide, saw profits rise sharply to £4.1 million before 
tax last year from £1.71 million in 1994. Earnings were 
7.9p a share, compared with 3.6p. The total dividend rises 
to 27p a share from l-5p, with a final 1.85p due on May 24.=: 
The company also said a conservative accounting policy . 
on vehicle rebates resulted in a carry forward of deferred 
income into 1996 and 1997 of £4.8 million, compared with T 
£2.6 million into 1995. 

Sherwood rises to £17m 
SHERWOOD GROUP, the garment and lace manufac¬ 
turer, increased profits to £172 million before tax from 
£15.1 million in 1995, despite a 15 per cent decline in the" 
contribution from the garment division as a result of 
weak consumer demand and the extended summer. 
Earnings rose to 8.9p a share from 7.9p. The total 
dividend is increased 12.5 per cent to 3.6p a share, with a 
final 2_3p, due on May 22. The company said sales 
outside Europe grew by 24 per cent. 

Sunshine lifts Nichols 
HOT summer weather helped J M Nichols, the producer of 
Vim to soft drink, to raise full-year profits by 6 per cent to £9.6 . 
million. The company said the outlook for 1996 was 
encouraging although it gave warning that there would be 1 
continuing pressure on margins in its soft drinks businesses. 
Overall turnover increased by 15 per cent to £65.4 million. 
The company’s share price dosed unchanged at 215p. The 
total dividend was increased by 7.8 per cent to 6.63p. A final 
dividend of 43p is payable on May 20. 

A brief encounter with principles 
Peter Holgate believes the ASB 

needs to highlight genuine 

and fundamental guidelines 

TO BASE the development of 
accounting standards on a set 
of underlying principles seems 
an eminently sensible idea. At 
the end of the 1980s, it was 
widely agreed that the new 
standard-setter (the Account¬ 
ing Standards Board, which 
came into being in 1990) 
should base its wore on coher¬ 
ent principles, and thereby 
avoid the ad hoc, firefighting 
approach for which its prede¬ 
cessor had been criticised. 

Through such small steps is 
the world unproved — or so it 
seemed until recently. In late 
1995 the ASB published for 
comment a draft of the entire 
Statement. The public furore 
that followed has unfortunate¬ 
ly obscured some of the key 
issues, and the time is right to 
turn to those. 

Despite some major con¬ 
cerns about the content of the 
Statement of principles in its 
current draft we certainly 
back the ASB in developing 
one. There are a number of 
reasons for this. Firstly, a 
Statement of principles seems 
to be one of die best ways to 
foster international harmonis¬ 
ation: if the underlying princi¬ 
ples are the same or similar, 
then there is good chance that 
the detailed rules and their 
application in practice should 
be likewise. Secondly, the exis¬ 
tence of dear prinriples 
should mean that it is not nec- 

Not a good 
holiday read 

IT is time for the captains of 
industry to tremble in their 
boots again. Terry Smith, the 
analyst who shattered the 
peace in 1992 by pubishing a 
devasting critique of creative 
accounting, is at it again. In 
1992 his book Accounting for 
Growth, subtitled "stripping 
the camouflage from company 
accounts", caused a sensation 
in the City. Many a chairman 

essary to be too prescriptive in 
individual standards. 

But there are some con¬ 
cerns. The most basic question 
is: what are principles? In 
other words, what sort of 
content and how much con¬ 
tent would we expect to find? 
Our observations in this re¬ 
gard are threefold. 

First at 132 pages, the State¬ 
ment is too long. The Ten 
Commandments take less than 
a page, the Cadbury Code 
takes two pages and the Audit¬ 
ing Practices Board's recent 
“Auditors' Code" takes three. 

Closer to home, an early 
accounting standard (SSAP 2) 
sets out the four fundamental 
concepts (going concern, ac¬ 
cruals. consistency and pru¬ 
dence) in less than one page. 
Hie Companies Act sets out 
the requirement for accounts 
to give a true and fair view in 
the same space. This is not to 
argue that the Statement of 
principles should be less than 
two pages long: business life 
has moved on and there is a 
good case for more guidance. 
It is rather a case of finding a 
happy medium between two 
pages and 132. 

Our second concern is about 
the type of content. Yes. there 
has been concern about 
whether certain proposed 
principles are the right ones. 
People have criticised the bal¬ 
ance sheet approach, the em- 

Peter Holgate says brevity is essential to setting standards 

phasis on current value infor¬ 
mation and the so-called “rec¬ 
ognition criteria" which could 
lead to more assets and liabil¬ 
ities on balance sheet 

Some of these proposed 
principles are radical and it is 
right dial they are given a full 
debate at this stage. That 
debate is longer than this 
column and is currently tak¬ 
ing place in comprehensive 
submission to the ASB. But 

while genuine prinriples merit 
a proper debate, that does not 
mean the ASB is right in 
including in the draft some 
other ideas that are put for¬ 
ward as principles but are in 
reality the ASB’s planned re¬ 
forms for specific subjects. 

Proposals on accounting for 
goodwill, the use of equity 
accounting and proportional 
consolidations, and the rela¬ 
tive roles of the profit and loss 

roared in pain as Smith's 
system of marking each com¬ 
pany down with a blob for 
every dubious accounting poli¬ 
cy they used hit home. Last 
weekend he put the finishing 
touches to the manuscript of 
an updated edition of the 
book, due for publication in 
June. Company chairmen and 
their finance directors should 
took their holidays now. 

Laptop espionage 
NOW it can.be revealed. The 
partners who get ahead at 
Price Waterhouse can read up¬ 
side down. A note on security 

' in the latest issue of PW*s staff 
newspaper warns everyone to 
be careful with business 
papers and laptops when trav¬ 
elling. “Audit and business 
advisory services people are 

experts at reading upside 
down", it says. But it also re¬ 
veals a coup of its own. “A PW 
partner actually reviewed the 
budget of another Big Six firm 
on a train", it reported. 

Biting words 
IT was dear where the sympa¬ 
thies of John Roques, the 
Deloitte & Touche senior part- 

account and the total gains 
statement fail into this 
category. 

They are implementation 
issues, not prinriples, and 
indeed some of them appeared 
last week in their rightful 
place — a financial reporting 
exposure draft, Fred U. 

The third concern is where 
some of the fundamental con¬ 
cepts have gone. The State¬ 
ment supports the idea of 
consistency but gives insuffi¬ 
cient emphasis to the funda¬ 
mental concepts of prudence, 
going concern and accruals, 
which, in our view should 
continue to be recognised as 
generally accepted principles 
of good accounting. 

Even the concept of finan¬ 
cial statements needing to give 
a “true and fair view" appears 
to be incidental to the State¬ 
ment This is so even though it 
is the overriding legal require¬ 
ment relating to accounts and 
a considerable exp rot in our 
view it should remain at the 
core of UK accounting. 

To summarise: principles 
are well worth developing and 
setting out publicly. The ASB 
should do so. But it should 
concentrate on genuine princi¬ 
ples, select the most funda¬ 
mental and set than out as 
briefly as possible. 

Peter Holgate is accounting 
technical partner with Coo¬ 
pers & Lybrand and contrib¬ 
uting editor of The Coopers & 
Lybrand Manual of Account¬ 
ing published by Accountant# 
Books, £1S0, PO Bax 620, 
Central Milton Keynes, MK9 
2JX or telephone 019908 
248000. 

ner, lay at last week's seminar 
on auditor liability. Not for 
nothing is he known as The 
Rottweiler. He introduced 
Professor Andrew Burrows of 
the Law Commission to make 
the case for not allowing 
accounting firms any reform 
of the laws on audit liability 
and said that afterwards his 
fellow partner, John Magill, 
would make some concluding 
comments. “Hopefully they 
will be derisoiy", he said. 

Fairness issue must 
be on the agenda 

Robert Bruce 

THE English ICA issued an excellent summa¬ 
tion of the arguments over professional 
liability last week. It called the discussion 
paper Finding a Fair Solution. And that 
would appear to be the real problem at the 
heart of all the arguments over finding a way 
of dealing with litigation, blame and liability 
among auditors. When you talk to the lawyers 
involved in what seems facetiously to be 
known as “reform’' of the issue, you find that 
fairness is the last thing on the agenda. 
Indeed, the lawyers concerned would prefer it 
not to be on the agenda at all. 

The issue for the profession is a simple one. 
If a company goes bust through fraud or the 
incompetence of its directors, everyone in¬ 
volved is, under the present law, jointly and 
severally liable. But shareholders and their 
Lawyers know that there is no point in suing 
the directors for having left the company a 
shambles. There would not 
be enough small change left 
in the directors* pockets to . . ^jKg 
provide restitution. So the ^H||| 
auditors, as the only ones 
who legally have to be in- Mfm ^ 
sured, are the only deep ffl&EKL 
pockets into which the share- ipMai, 
holders and their lawyers 
can dip. The problem then is 
blame. Sometimes the audi- 
tors are to blame as well as 
the directors, sometimes not. H - 
The only constant is that the 
auditors get sued for the lot 
each time. This is what is ^ 
unfair. A system of propor¬ 
tionate liability, where blame_ 
and liability are apportioned, p _ 
would seem a fair reform. K.UI 

Had the authors of the gw 
discussion paper been at a 
seminar on the topic 
organised by Delaine & Touche die night 
before publication they would have realised 
quite how distant the concept of fairness is 
from the hearts and, more importantly, the 
minds, of the lawyers involved. 

The main event was an address by Andrew 
Burrows, of the Law Commission, on his fea¬ 
sibility investigation of joint and several li¬ 
ability. This is the report that has deeply em¬ 
barrassed the Department of -Trade and 
Industry. Professor Burrows and his team 
came to the conclusion that there was no case 
to consider and, as there was therefore no 
point in making a full report, the feasibility 
study should be published. This the DTI did 
last month. It was then horrified at the out¬ 
raged reaction. A damage-limitation exercise 
ensued. The DTI- distanced itself from the 
report emphasised that it was for consult¬ 
ation only, and that it certainly did not neces- * 

irama- sarily agree with tire report's conclusions. , 
sional This last action is not a difficult one. Anyone' 
ussion with any knowledge of business life can see- 
1 that that the report’s conclusions are at best theory ‘ 
at die and at worst nonsense. What has been 
away difficult to understand is how such conclu-, 
ibility sions could have been reached. In every so- 
wyers phisticated business nation, the legal 
to be profession is moving towards some sort of 
d that proportionate liability. Australia and the US 
[enda. already have. 
eferit But anyone present at the seminar now. 

knows the answer to why the Burrows report 
eone. came to its strange conclusion. Professor 
or the Burrows provided the key. And he hammered 
le in- it home over and over. He is not prepared to 
y and allow the concept of justice to get in the way of 
their a legal principle. “The Law Commission is 

surng entirely composed of lawyers", he said. “We 
any a see the world through the eyes of the lawyers. 

We are not in the business of 
t politically driven, pragmatic 

reform. If there is to be a sol- 
utjon, it must be politically 
driven and pragmatic." And 

■ as a lawyer he would wash 
SB his hands of anything so 

j incorrect Only the people he 
referred to as “policy-mak- 

1Jff j ers" could provide such an 
unprincipled tiring as a 

He dismissed the reforms 
in the US securities law, 

_ which allow a limited form of 
proportionate liability, as “a 
poUticaffy-Uriven pragmatic 

-— approach". But for his mild- 
RORFRT mannered delivery, you 
D-or Ki would not have been sur- 
dRUCE prised if he had told us that 

the principle of proportionate 
... _ _ . liability was the work of the 

He said that he was “extremely 
uised disappointed that proportionate liability is 
»s is put across as so obvious a reform with only 
r. me the lawyers standing obstinately in the way". 

To their credit, many members of the 
audience, which was composed mostly of 

^ were deeply embar- 
al h- rassed by the evening. But at least everything 

" nTV «£e^r- The commission was driven 
^"p,y %.*«: textbooks. Any idea that the 

team concept of justice might influence its decisions 
wm deemed to be dangerously pragmatic. 

hilhS ^,EVe!2t?e ™°lved in the debateshould 
1 ?f 1anything the commission 

i* credit Ls the™™ 
jjut only a starting point m the debate. Everyone 

^ fefrSn'h°Uld T?*1*5 *e idea of fhdLnga. 
Isuk- ^^onasJheirguiding pri^pla Itfe 
teoes- ‘ leiiai air? ^4rer than anything the 
icces- legal academics could come up with. V 
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Federal 
' Reserve 
‘spending 
too much’ 

From Richard Thomson 

is \DV \ORK 

THE Federal Reserve 
Board lias been severely 
criticised by the General 
Accounting Office, which 
checks on the efficiency of 
public bodies in America, 
for excessive spending, 
poor management and 
unnuccesvary secrecy. The 
GAO also recommended 
overhauling the Fed's 
structure b"v merging the 
12 regional Federal Re¬ 
serve hanks and their 
hrunchcs. 

Tlie GOA report the 
result of a two year investi¬ 
gation. says the central 
hank's control of its own 
spending is inadequate. 
Between 19SS and 1994 its 
operating expenses rose 50 
per cent to $2 billion, twice 
the rate of inflation and 
more than three times the 
average overall increase in 
federal government spend¬ 
ing. W hile staff numbers 
have risen only -I per cent 
tu 25.745. compensation 
costs have soared by more 
than 50 per cent. 

The news of the central 
bank's profligacy has caused 
annoyance among politi¬ 
cians nn Capitol Hill who 
have become used to lec¬ 
tures from Alan Greenspan, 
the Fed Chairman, on the 
necessity of cutting govern¬ 
ment spending. 

The GAO also said that 
a S3.7 billion contingency 
fund, nearly half of it built 
up since Mr Greenspan 
became Chairman in 1988. 
was held by the Fed with¬ 
out justification. The cen¬ 
tral bank normally returns 
between $IO-$24 billion to 
the US Treasury each year 
as a result of profits on its 
own operations. The re¬ 
port is a serious embar¬ 
rassment for the Fed 
which jealously guards its 
independence from en¬ 
croachments by 
politicians. 

Although the GAO did 
not set out to criticise the 
way the central bank car¬ 
ried out its main functions 
of setting monetary policy 
and regulating the bank¬ 
ing sector, it accused it of 

Ibcing uneccessariJy secre¬ 
tive and unaccountable in 
the way in operated. 
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Motoring on: David McGihhon. financial director, left, and Bill Hughes, chairman and chief executive of Grampian Holdings yesterday 

Higgs and Hill suffers as 
housing sector stays flat 

By Martin Barrow 

HIGGS and HILL, the UK 
construction company, yester¬ 
day warned shareholders that 
its markets remain stubbornly 
fiat The first half of the 
current year was likely to be 
difficult, although an antici¬ 
pated improvement in hous¬ 
ing and property markets, 
together with a reorganisation 
of'the company's construction 
activities, would enable 
progress to be made in the 
second half. The company 

said it had managed to break 
even in 1995 before provisions, 
earning profits of just E72.000 
before tax despite a 22 per cent 
rise in turnover to £352 mil¬ 
lion. Profits were £1.3 million 
in 1994. 

Higgs and Hill was obliged 
to make exceptional provi¬ 
sions of £3.5 million against a 
contract wirh Guy's Hospital 
in London. There were also 
reorganisation costs of £42 
million. Although the Guy's 

Hospital provision was in line 
with a statement to sharehold¬ 
ers made in December, re¬ 
structuring charges have 
increased, reflecting a more 
substantional reorganisation 
of construction activities. 

George Duncan, chairman, 
said: “Extraordinarily difficult 
trading conditions have pre¬ 
vailed in the construction mar¬ 
ket. in particular in the South 
East, for an unprecedented 
period. Against this back- 

Iceland buys back shares 

ICELAND, the frozen food re¬ 
tailer. yesterday spent E42 mil¬ 
lion buying back its own 
shares. Bernard Leigh, finance 
director, said the move would 
boost the retailer's earnings per 
share. 

The group reduced its ordi¬ 
nary capital base by almost 10 
per cent buying 27 million 

By Sarah Bagnall 

shares at 156p. The shares 
dosed yesterday at 155p, the 
same as the day before. 

Mr Leigh said: “Given the 
low levels of interest rates, it is 
cheaper for us to borrow 
money rather than service the 
share base." 

Last year. Iceland paid £15 
million in dividends to ordi¬ 

nary shareholders. The reduc¬ 
tion in its capital base would 
have cut the bill by £1.5 
million. However, Mr Leigh 
reiterated the company's in¬ 
tention to increase its dividend 
at a faster rate than the growth 
of its earnings until dividend 
cover has been reduced to 
about two and a half times. 

ground and the outlook for the 
market, the board has decided 
to restructure fundamentally 
its activities in this area." The 
two principal operations in the 
South East have been com¬ 
bined. overheads reduced and 
one office building is in the 
process of being sold. 

Construction activities in¬ 
curred losses of £1.14 million 
last year before provisions 
and reorganisation costs of 
£7.13 million, leaving a total 
loss of £83 million. 

However, property con¬ 
tributed E23 million (nil) 
and housing, which broke 
even in 1994. earned 
£585,000. Hie housing divi¬ 
sion sold 405 homes, com¬ 
pared with 316 previously, at 
a slightly higher average 
price of £87.000. reflecting a 
changed product mix. 

Higgs and Hill is maintain¬ 
ing the total dividend at 25p 
for the year, with a final 
payment of l-5p due June 5. 
Losses were H.9p a share, 
compared with earnings of 
1.6p. The shares fell 2p to 88p. 

BSE ‘will 
not affect’ 
Grampian 

By Eric Reglly 

GRAMPIAN HOLDINGS, 
ihe Scottish veterinary services, 
transport and sporting goods 
group said the likely slaughter 
of millions of cattle due to the 
BSE scare wiU not affect its 
operations because most of its 
vaccines are for sheep. 

The company wants lo ex¬ 
pand its cattle vaccine busi¬ 
ness and is launching a new 
bovine vaccine called BVD. 
Bui bovine products are likely 
to be only a small proportion 
of sales for some time. 

The company reported a 
pre-tax profit of £10.5 million 
in the year to December31. up 
23 per cent on the comparable 
period, on turnover of E147 
million, up 6.4 per cent Earn¬ 
ings per share were I0.43p 
(S.73pjL A final dividend of 
43p is to be paid, making the 
total payout 6.lp (5.75p). 

Grampian said that its 
transport and sporting goods 
divisions reported stronger 
results, though profits on its 
veterinary side declined by 6.1 
percent to £43 million. Lower 
sheep populations in Austra¬ 
lia and New Zealand were 
blamed for the downturn. 

Croda falls after 
shift in emphasis 
A SHIFT out of cosmetics and toiletries! cost Croda 
International £14.1 million and helped to cut pre-tax 
profits from £42.8 million to £253 million. Croda Is now 
concentrating on speciality chemicals in which it spent 
£35.7 million on new' plant and lifted sales by 11 per cent in 
the year to the end of December. U pulled out of cosmetics 
almost entirely last year, incurring the E14.1 million loss 
with a string of disposals. 

The company, which saw a slowdown in the second half 
of the year, said that trading looked likely to improve this 
year, although it thought most of the growth would come 
outside Europe. The final dividend, payable July 1. was set 
at o.lp. It makes a total for the year of 9.35p. up from S.9p 
ihe previous year. O’er Ihe past three years. Croda has 
spent £90 million nn new plant. Michael Valentine, the 
chairman, sard: “We are exceptionally fortunate in being 
able to foresee expanding markets for many of our chemical 
products so that laying down new plant is based on 
confidence rather than speculation." Croda exports 61 per 
cent of its UK-manufactured products after a growth in 
sales to overseas markets of 77 per cent in four years. 

TransTec in the black 
TRANSTEC. the automotive products and controls 
company, returned to profit in 1995, earning £o.7 million 
before tax. In the previous year, the company incurred 
losses of £12.3 million after exceptional restructuring costs. 
A final dividend of 2p a share lifts the total to 2.2p from 
1.5p. payable from earnings of 5p a share (losses of IMpJ. 
The shares rose 7p to 9Sp. Capital expenditure in 1995 was 
£11.2 million, including £7.3 milliun relating to a new 
foundry and machining facility in Northern Ireland. 

Aer Lingus soars 
AER LINGUS. the Irish national flag carrier, said 
yesterday it could only fulfill its potential"by engaging in 
profitable alliances, partnerships and joint venture ar¬ 
rangements with ocher international carriers. Gary 
McCann, the company's chief executive, was cautiously 
optimistic about the outlook for the group. The airline made 
an overall operating profit of Ir £53.2 million in 1995. against 
!r£55.l million in 1994. and reported a net profit of lr£15.l 
million, after a loss of IrEI23.6 million a year earlier. 

Rutland Trust advances 
RUTLAND TRUST, the port services and corporate finance 
company that acquired Tliamespon. the deep water 
container port, for £523 million last year, lifted 1995 pre-tax 
profits to £1163 million (tom £93 million in the year. The 
rise includes a £2 million profit on the sale of Leasecontracts. 
the hire business, to General Electric Capital Corporation for 
£27.9 million. Adjusted earnings increased to 2.75p a share 
from 2.3p. The total dividend rises to I3p a share from ip. 
with a final 037p due on May 24. The shares stayed at 46p. 

Frederick Cooper falls 
PROFITS at Frederick Cooper, the specialist coatings, 
architectural hardware and electrical products group, fell to 
£1.74 million before tax in the six months to January 31 from 
£3.4 million. However, the interim dividend rises to 0.85p a 
share from 0.8p, payable on July \. from earnings that fell to 
23p a share from S.ip. The shares were unchanged at 45p 
yesterday. Ed Kirk, chairman, said market conditions would 
remain tough in the short term but raw material prices had 
stabilised and overhead costs were tightly controlled. 
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MAIDEN BRITAIN 
The new 

supermodels who 
won’t get out of 

school for less than 
£5,000 a day are at 
the forefront of the 

latest Brit revolution 
in fashion, design 
and photography 

that is changing the 
way the world 
looks. See the 
Magazine on 

Sunday 
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The top ten chairs; the London lair of 

:r. 

Bruce Oldfield; Michael Winner’s 
■ bedroom; and the radically remodelled 

k ; warehouse home of a leading designer 
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■ CINEMA 

Could you write 
a screenplay with 
the impressive 
sweep of Orson 
Welles’s classic 
Citizen Kati& 

■ CINEMA 

... or one to rival 
the intimacy and 
sophisticated wit 
of Woody Allen’s 
great comedy 
Annie Hall? 

THEs 

ART; 

■ CINEMA 

Would King Kong 
love to get his 
great hairy hands 
on your exciting, 
action-packed 
dialogue? 

B CINEMA 

If so, enter our 
competition and 
you could soon 
be pitching 
your ideas to 
the big studios 

Hey, kid, you want to be in movies? The Times Screenwriting Competition offers aspiring auteurs their bigbreak 

Write yourself onto the silver screen 
Just because Emma Thomp¬ 

son brought home an Oscar 
this week for her screenplay 
of Sense and Sensibility. 

Britain has not turned into a 
seedbed of screenwriters. 

When The Times launched its 
Screenwriting Competition last 
year, the four judges uncovered 
more talent than they might have 
expected, and perhaps less than 
they hoped. As David Aukin — 
head of drama for Channel 4 and 
the man who commissions Film on 
Four — says: “The competition 
proved it is a lot harder than most 
people imagine." 

Norma Heyman. the indepen¬ 
dent producer of Dangerous Liai¬ 
sons who has just finished work on 
Christopher Hampton's script of 
The Secret Agent, says that time 
and again, she “read an idea, got 
very excited, and was then disap¬ 
pointed by the specimen scene". 
Her advice to hopefuls is “learn to 
pare down. The camera can speak." 

Even last year's winner. Richard 
Rees — just back from a week in 
Hollywood, telling agents and stu¬ 
dios about his script of The Merce¬ 
nary’s Tale. an English Civil War 
drama — has learnt that finishing a 
screenplay is the first step in a 
punishing process of rewrites and 
collaboration: “A lot of what 
screenwriting seems to be about is 
not saying things, rather than 
saying things," says Rees, who 
struck lucky with his first stab at 
screenwriting. “It's about cutting 
things out. Saying things through 
action rather than words." 

As Aukin points out: “Scenes can 
be anything, not necessarily dia¬ 
logue. This is the movies." This is 
also why entrants are being asked 
this year to provide three consecu¬ 

tive sample scenes, rather than a 
minimum number of words of 
dialogue. 

As another of the judges, Tim 
Bevan, whose production company 
Working Title made Four Wed¬ 
dings and a Funeral and the just 
released Dead Man Walking, 
adds: “The script for Nicolas Roeg's 
Walkabout was apparently just IS 
pages long." 

Bevan sees writing as the one 
weak spot in the British film 
industry, which is brimming with 
talented actors and technicians. He 
says there are a lot of good 
scriptwriters in Britain, but they 
are in television. Bevan reckons 
that if you have a story that catches 
people's attention and have charac¬ 
ters who are believable, then yours 
is probably within the top half per 
cent of screenplays. 

The last of the four judges, Mark 
Shivas — head of films at the BBC 
who is in post-production with a 
film of Roddy Doyle's The Van. 
directed by Stephen Frears — 
confesses that he starts wilting the 
minute the script starts telling him 

things he already knows, or things 
he does not need to know. 

To offer some guidance to nov¬ 
ices entering this year's competi¬ 
tion, the judges have picked two 
examples of screen writing that they 
feel highlight what goal writing 
should do, one from Richard 
Curtis's Four Weddings and a 
Funeral, the other from Dead Man 
Walking. which goes on general 
release in Britain tomorrow. 

What is it about this extract from 
Four Weddings between Charles 
(Hugh Grant) and Tom (James 
Fleet) that makes it stand out as a 
piece of screenwriting? 

For David Aukin, whose recent 
productions include Trainspotting, 
the scene “marks the emotional 
turning paint in the story. The 
group of friends have been made 
aware of their own mortality and 
Charlie realises it's time for him to 
try to make a commitment" 

Heyman praises the scene for 
“writing of the finest order. It 
manages to be both profound and 
accessible... economical, yet very 
effective and clever." 

Of the excerpt from Dead Man 
Walking. Shivas says: “Susan 
Sarandon's mother has just ques¬ 
tioned her motives in* helping a 
killer [Sean Penn]. This is a scene 
where Sarandon [Helen] tries to 
find out something about Matt 
[Penn] and his family, but Matt 
quickly turns the tables and ques¬ 
tions her, puts her on the defensive 
and we find out a lot about them 
both in a very economical way." 

Mel Brooks once declared that 
“anybody can direct there are only 
11 good writers". Well, this is your 
chance to prove you are the twelfth. 

JOE JOSEPH Speak up, we want to hear you: Rowan Atkinson as the vicar in Four Weddings and a FuneraL the most successful British film ever 

FOUR WEDDINGS AND A FUNERAL 

TOM 
Walk, Charlie? 

CHARLES 
Yes. Thar would be grand. 

They begin to stride. 
TOM 

Gosh, that was some display, wasn't it — never felt 
like that — 1 mean, somkhing vaguely similar for 
Jilly when I was young... 

CHARLES 
Jilly? 

TOM 
Labrador. 

CHARLES 
Ah. It's odd, isn’t it — all that time we were single 
and carefree, we never noticed our two best friends 
were to all extents and purposes married. 

TOM 
You're right. Traitors in our midst. 

CHARLES smiles. 
TOM (oontd) 

In a way I think death is hardest for the parents, 
don't you? I hope l die before my children. 

CHARLES 
Tam — one thing I find really ... (Can't find the 
word) is your total confidence you will get married. 
What if you never find the right girl? 

TOM 
Sorry? 

CHARLES 
I mean surely if that service shows anything it 
shows there is such a thing as a perfect match. And 
if we can't find that perfect match, or cant tie them 
down — if we cant be like Gareth and Matthew, 
surely we should let it be? Some of us just arent 
going to get married. 

TOM 
Well, I don't know, Charlie, truth is — unlike you, 
I've never expected the thunderbolt — always 
hoped I’d just meet some nice, friendly girl, like the 
look of her, hope the look of me doesn't make her 
physically sick — then pop the question and settle 
dawn and be happy. 

CHARLES takes this in. 
TOM (oontd) 

It worked for my parents ... well, apart from the 
divorce and all that 

CHARLES 
Dear Tom, you're very wise. Maybe all this one 
true love stuff gets you nowhere. 
And, as they walk on ... 

TOM 
I shall miss Gareth most awfully. 
... an alarm dock rings. 

0mmAN WALKING 

SCENE 68 - MCS - THROUGH MESH SCREEN - MATT 
LOOKS RFC AT OS. HELEN 

MATT: 
My Daddy took me to a bar when I was twelve and 
told me to pick my whiskey, so. there was all these 
bottles behind the bar, and I pointed up there and I 
said, “III take that one there with the pretty turkey 
on it" 

SCENE 69 —MCS - THROUGH MESH SCREEN - HELEN 
LOOKS LPG AT OS. MATT 

MATT: (OFF) 
The guys in the bar laughed their butts off. We got 
drunk as a couple of coots that night 

SCENE 70 - MS - MATT LOOKS RFG THROUGH THE 
MESH SCREEN AT HELEN. CAMERA MOVING IN. 

MATT: 
My Daddy was a good man. Sharecropper, hard 
worker. That’s the one thing I got from him: 
working hands. 

SCENE 71 - MS - HELEN LOOKS LFG THROUGH THE 
MESH SCREEN AT MATT. 

HELEN: 
How old were you when he died? 

MATT: 
Fourteen. 

HELEN: 
Hmm. 

SCENE 72 - MCS - THROUGH MESH SCREEN - MATT 
EXHALES CIGARETTE SMOKE AND LOOKS RFG AT OS. 
HELEN 

MATT: 
(exhales) Why’s you a nun? 

SCENE 73 - MS - HELEN LOOKS LFG THROUGH THE 
MESH SCREEN AT MATT, CAMERA MOVING IN. 

HELEN: 
I was drawn to it, 1 guess. 1 mean, that's a hard 
question to answer. It's like asking you why you Ye 
aeon... 

SCENE 74 — MCS — THROUGH MESH SCREEN - MATT 
LOOKS RFG. 

HELEN: (OFF) 
...vict 

MATT: 
Bad luck. 

HELEN: (OFF) 
Good luck. then. 

SCENE 75 - MCS - THROUGH MESH SCREEN - HELEN 
LOOKS LFG. 

HELEN: 
I had a loving family, a lot of support I guess I felt 
obliged to give some of it back. 

EXCLUSIVE LONDON PRESENTATION ESZill oSrfi and selected cinemas nationwide 

SCENE 76 - MCS - THROUGH MESH SCREEN* - MATT 
LOOKS RFG. 

MATT: 
Don’t you miss havin' a man? Don’t you want to get 
married, fall in love, have sex? 

SCENE 77 - MCS —THROUGH MESH SCREEN - HELEN 
LOOKS LPG. 

SCENE 78 - MCS - THROUGH MESH SCREEN - MATT 
LOOKS RFG. 

MATT: 
What you doit want to talk about it? 

SCENE 79- MCS -THROUGH MESH SCREEN- HELEN 
LOOKS LFG. 

HELEN: 
Well, I have dose friends, men and women. I’ve 
never experienced sexual intimacy, but there’s 
other ways of being dose. Sharing your dreams, 
your thoughts, your feelings. 

SCENE 80 - MCS - MATT LOOKS RFG AT OS. HELEN 
HELEN: (OFF) 

That's bein’ intimate, too. 
MATT: 

We got intimacy right now, don’t we. Sister? 

SCENE 81 - MCS - HELEN LOOKS LFG AT OS. MATT 
HELEN: 

I went to see your mother. She said she'd appear at 
the pardon... 

SCENE 82 - MCS - MATT LOOKS RFG. 
.HELEN: (OFF) 

... board hearing if you want her to. 
MATT: 

l like being alone with you. You're looking Teal 
good to me. 

SCENE 83 — MCS — HELEN LOOKS LFG. 
HELEN: 

Look at you. Death is breathing down your neck 
and you Ye playing your little Matt-on-the-make 
games. 

SCENE 84 - MCS - MATT LOOKS RFG. 
HELEN: (OFF) 

lYn not here for your amusement, Matthew. Show 
some respect 

MATT: 
Why should I respect you? ‘Cause you’re a nun? 
‘Cause you wear a little cross around your neck? 

SCENE 85 — CS — HELEN LOOKS LPG AT OS. MATT 
HELEN: 

Because lYn a person. Every person deserves 
respect. 

SCENE 86 - CS - MATT LOOKS RFG AT OS. HELEN, 
CAMERA TILTING DOWN AS HE TAKES A DRAG FROM 
HIS CIGARETTE 

SCENE 87 - CS - HELEN LOOKS LFG 
HELEN: 

What’s the answer, what's it gonna be with your 
Mama? 

LUCILLE: (VO) 
Mattie had a hard life, but he was a good boy. 

SCENE 88 - INT. PARDON BOARD HEARING ROOM - 
DAY - MS - LUCILLE SITS AT THE DEFENDANTS 
TABLE. AN ATTORNEY SITS L OF HER. MATT SITS R OF 
HER. HILTON SITS R OF MATT AND LOOKS LFG AT 
LUCILLE. HELEN AND COLLEEN ARE BG. 

LUCILLE: (crying) 
When he was six. he... 

LUCILLE DROPS HER HEAD TO THE TABLE SOBBING. 
LUCILLE: (Sobs) 

SCENE 89 - FS - PAST THE FG PARDON REVIEW 
BOARD, ACROSS THE ROOM TO THE DEFENDANTS 
table, lucille is helped up by one of the 
ATTORNEYS AND HELEN. HILTON GRABS THE MICRO¬ 
PHONE AND PLACES IT IN FRONT OF HIM AS HELEN 
WALKS LUCILLE R. 

LUCILLE: (Cries) 
SCENE 90 - FS - HELEN WALKS LUCILLE FG UP THE 
AISLE. THE PARDON REVIEW BOARD IS BG. 

HILTON: 
Ladies and gentlemen, let’s be honest You’re not 
gonna find many rich people on Death Row. 
Matthew Foncelefs here today because he’s poor. 

THE TIMES SCREENWRITING COMPETITION 1996 

Your chance to 
become a Hollywood 

scriptwriter 
Today The Times launches the 1996 Screenwriting 
Competition which aims to find Britain’s top fibnwriting tal¬ 
ent This prestigious competition, now in its second year, 
offers a first prize of an all-expenses-paid Crip to Hollywood 
with introductions to key executives at major studios for the 
winner to pitch his or her script. Accommodation will be at 
the famed Chateau Marmont hotel on Sunset Boulevard, the 
haunt of many screenwriters. 

In addition the winner, and four runners-up, will be 
offered workshops with the judges who will provide advice on 
developing the scripts. 

This year’s competition will be judged by David Aukin. 
head of drama at Channel 4 Television, Tim Bevan, manag¬ 
ing director of Working Title Films, Norma Heyman, manag¬ 
ing director of NFH Productions and Marie Shivas, head of 
films for BBC television. 

Last year’s winner was Richard Rees, a partner in a press 
agency from Chesterton. Cambridgeshire, whose fUmscript 
set in the English Civil war beat more than 2,000 other bud¬ 
ding scriptwriters. Mr Rees has returned from Hollywood 
with a list of influential'con tacts and now has one of the best 
agents in the business at ICM. 

HOW TO ENTER 
Collect four of the six screen writing tokens which will be ; 
published over the next week (token one appears below) and 
send us your entry, which should be written in English, typed 
and double-spaced on A4 paper and presented in the follow¬ 
ing form: 
a) a 100-word precis which sells your film script and includes 
the title 
b) a treatment of not more than 750 words incorporating the 
story, characters, structure and genre, together with your 
name, address, and daytime telephone number at the top of 
the first sheet and 
c) three consecutive sample scenes submitted on a minimum 
of two A4 pages 
Send jrour entry to: The Times Screenwriting Competition 
1996, PO Box 510, Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire LU7 8QS. 
Closing date for entries is first post Thursday May 9,1996. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS. 
1. Original IHm treatments only will be considered; adaptations or wholly 
animated films are Ineligible. wno"y 
2. Entrira must be written m EngBsh. typed and double spaced on A4 
paparaffll pages dearly numbered, and accompanied by four differently 
numbered limes Screenwriting tokens. Fun filmscripts will not be accept¬ 
ed. Please do not use staples, pins or__ _ 
paper clips and do not fold entries. t ” -> 
3. The competition is open to read era 1 

aged 16 and over who have had no | 
feature film credits In the professional > 
cinema. j 
4. Scripts submitted in legs are not ' 
efigftJtefbrrasubmisstoa ' 
5. The fudges’ decision Is final and no 1 
conraspondence win be entered Into. ! 
6. A stamped addressed envelope i 
must be encfcaedH you wish your jj 
entry to be returned. j rri/^r/ rt t ■» ’ 

1 A LIKhN 11 

THE>Xfi3fi«TIMES 
SCREEN 
WRITING 

COMPETITION 

entry to be returned. | rT"1/~'\Tvr T'’ TW T -t 

1_ 1 UKhN 1 

======= 

Frf 6 Apr 6.00pm ~ - 

^ Matthew Passion 
conductor 

■S5SSSSSS3ES. 
.e7,tii,ei34a eiatca 

Barfafcan Hall 0171 638 8891 — 



THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 28 1996 35 

:jji 
ulri 

r% 

nnu 
'%n 

f- 

1 FILM 1 

Director Tim 
Robbins takes a 
giant stride 
forward in his 
powerful new Dead 
Man Walking 

■ FILM 2 

... while action 
maestro Renny 
Hariin takes a giant 
stride back in die 
ciiched pirate flick 
Cutthroat Island 

■ FILM 3 

Steve Martin dares 
to duplicate the 
immortal Phil 
Silvers, in the 
vulgar Hollywood 
remake Sgt Bilko 

■ FILM 4 

A wolf-dog as hero 
and plenty of snow, 
but the animated 
feature Balto 
doesn't add 
up to much 

An eye for the 
irony, a tooth 
for the truth 

CINEMA: Geoff Brown pays his respects to the honest, 

uncompromising. Oscar-winning Dead Man Walking Susan Sarandon and 
Scan Penn size up 
each other in a New 
Orleans prison. 

Sarandon, winner of this 
year's Best Actress Oscar, sits 
brimming with naive good 
intentions, trying to be a 
friend. Penn stares back with a 
cocky grin, a sculpted goatee, a 
tight little moustache and hair 
you don’t warn to mess with. 

He stands convicted of kill¬ 
ing two teenagers in Lovers’ 
Lane after raping the girl and 
stabbing her 17 times. His 
partner had a better lawyer 
and got life imprisonment, but 
Penn’s Matthew Pbncelet sits 
on death row. He is surly, 
hard-hearted, a racist who 
thinks Hitler went just a bit 
too fan not an attractive hero. 
But then Dead Man Walking 
is not interested in parcelling 
up characters and plot in the 
conventional Hollywood way. 
Inspired by Sister Helen 
(Jean's account of her deal¬ 
ings with Louisiana prisoners. 
Tun Robbins’s powerful film 
faces up squarely to the con¬ 
flicts and irony of capital 
punishment, which inflicts 
cruel death on those convicted 
of inflicting the same. 

Does Pbncelet have a soul to 
save? Sarandon s Sister Helen 
believes so. As part of her brief 
to minister to the New Orleans 
poor, she visits Pdnceiet in 
prison. Although Robbins’s 
script makes visits to the 
murder scene; the grieving 
families and the chillingly 
dinica] execution chamber, 
the film’s heart lies in these 
meetings between two faces, 
two different worlds, variously 
separated by grilles, bars or 
Perspex. 

Sarandon is infinitely subtle 
in her emotional responses; 
her big brown eyes have rarely 
gazed with such penetration. 
She makes Sister Helen no 
plaster saint, but a fallible 
human being, tainted with 
arrogance. She does not hide 
behind make-up: nor does the 
prison hide behind gothic 
shadows. Warm lighting cre¬ 
ates an ordinary, bland envi¬ 
ronment. which packs its own 

Dead Man 
Walking 

Warner West End 
15.122 mins 

Powerful death 
row drama 

Cutthroat Island 
Warner West End 

PG, 125 mins 
Redundant and miscast 

pirate movie 

Sgt Bilko 
Empire. PG. 95 mins 
Unwelcome spin-off 
from the TV classic 

Balto 
Plaza. U. 78 mins 

Ineffective cartoon 
set in Alaska 

Dunston 
Checks In 

Odeon West End 
PG, 88 mins 

Havoc with an orang¬ 
utan in a five-star hotel 

Lawnmower Man 
2* Beyond 

Cyberspace 
Odeon West End 

12.92 mins 
Moderate high-tech 

fantasy 

eerie punch. As for Penn, none 
. of his past performances 
/ matches the intensity of his 
work here. You might not wish 

• to meet Pbncelet in an alley, 
but on a cinema screen this 

after his mischievous political 
satire Bab Roberts. He has 
taken a giant stride forward. 

Renny Hariin. the action- 
movie maestro, takes a giant 
stride back with Cutthroat 
Island, an expensive and reck¬ 
less movie that, inch for inch, 
probably contains more pirate 
cliches and gunpowder explo¬ 
sions than any other. It might 
make a slight dent on people 
too young to know what a 
good swashbuckler looks like, 
although even they may fret at 
the one-dimensional charac¬ 
ters and the dull repetition of 
chases, swordfights. and de¬ 
bris descending in slow- 
morion. 

The star attraction is Geena 
Davis, the director’s wife, giv¬ 
ing a supposed feminist twist 
to the genre as Morgan Ad¬ 
ams. a feisty 17th-century lass 
who assumes control at her 
father’s pirate ship in the 
Caribbean. Strapped into low- 
cut dresses, with long straggly 
hair and a cut across her left 
eyehrow, Davis literally 
thrusts herself forward as a 
tough-talking action heroine. 
But in doing so. her natural 
qualities and droll sense of 
comedy are quashed. 

Her companion in misfor¬ 
tune is Matthew Modine, an 
educated thief who joins Mor¬ 
gan in hunting for buried 
treasure. Modine's noncha¬ 
lance might suit modem dra¬ 
mas, but in a period 
extravaganza like this a puff of 
wind could blow him away. 
Unfortunately it does not 

Al least Frank Langella 

complex scoundrel, remorse 
buried deep beneath hare, is a 
fascinating character. 

To some extent Fonoeler is 
the film's own invention: Rob¬ 
bins (see interview below) took 
two real-life prisoners, one 
amiable, one not. and merged 
them. Although the fabrica¬ 
tion chips away some of the 
film’s status as a painful true 
story, it was a smart move 
dramatically to focus on one 
relationship. This confident, 
finely chiselled work is only 
Robbinses second as director. 

relishes the villainous role of 
Morgan’s uncle Dawg. Most 
of the time, cast and crew 
strain with effort. Making 
Cutthroat Island used up the 
resources of Malta, Thailand, 
Jim Henson’s Creature Work¬ 
shop. a model unit at Pine- 
wood Studios, the London 
Symphony Orchestra, and $70 
million. The production cum- K. Carolco, is now fighting 

irvivaL Was it worth it? 
Television comedy aficiona¬ 

dos righdy regard The Phil 
Silvers Show, produced by Nat 
Hiken for CBS in the 1950s. as 

Susan Sarandon and Sean Penn as the nun and the murderer in Tim Robbins’s powerful attack on the death penalty. Dead Man Walking 

the eighth wonder of the 
world. Who would dare dupli¬ 
cate Silvers’s creation of Er¬ 
nest G. Bilko, the fast-talking 
Master Sergeant dedicated to 
fleecing every cent from his 
platoon? The answer, in Sgt 
Bilko. is Steve Martin, last 
seen updating Silas Mamer 
in A Simple TWLsf of Fate. His 
career choices grow increas¬ 
ingly bizarre. 

Where Silvers's motor pool 
was stocked with veteran char¬ 
acter actors. Martin’s bunch 
are fresh-faced youngsters, to 
match the intended audience. 
Character names are the 
same, although Bilko’s hench¬ 
man Henshaw has rumed 
blade and BarbelJa is female. 
Andy Brockman’s script pil¬ 
fers some of Hi ken’s best lines, 
while Martin pilfers the fam¬ 
ous Bilko ydL The film, direct¬ 
ed by Jonathan Lynn, may not 
be as dire as expectations and 
the trailer suggested; but no 
one who has seen the originals 
will dutch this broad, vulgar 
spin-off to their bosom. 

From Bilko to Balto: a 
bland animated film from 
Steven Spielberg's Amblin En¬ 
tertainment. The story, based 
at some distance on truth, is 
set in Alaska during a 
diptheria epidemic in 1925. 
Ibis lands the artists with two 
big problems. How do you 
separate one trad of snow 

from another? And how do 
you make entertainment from 
the illness of children? 

Despite using spedal tech¬ 
niques, director Simon Wells 
and his team never make the 
Arctic landscape easy on the 
eye; it’s like staring at a row of 
white handkerchiefs. As for 
the children, apart from one 
grotesque scene of coughing 
tots lined up in their beds, the 
focus rests on the animals, 
dogs chiefly, that ferTy anti¬ 
toxins to town. 

Balto. half-dog, half-wolf, is 
an outcast, mocked for his 
mixed heritage, bur the emer¬ 
gency boosts his self-esteem. 
As he finally tells the town 
braggart, "Since when do you 
need a pedigree to help some¬ 
one?" This is toe-curling stuff, 
indifferently voiced by Kevin 
Bacon, Bndget Fonda and 
others. 

Family entertainment perks 
up slightly with Dunstoa 
Checks la, a breezy comedy 
about an orang-utan, two kids 
and Rupert Everett causing 
mayhem in a five-star hotel. 
Unlike Babe the pig, the 
orang-utan does nor speak, 
but he blows raspberries nice¬ 
ly. Everett does a Teiry- 
Thomas turn as the aris¬ 
tocratic poseur who uses the 
monkey to steal jewels: a 
tiresome sight, although he 
gets the film’s best line when 

he tells his charge. ”1 have two 
words to say to you: medical 
experiment.” 

The real star of the film is 
the hotel setting, and young¬ 
sters should have reasonable 
fun seeing luxurious trappings 
trashed. Adults can amuse 
themselves watching Jason Al¬ 
exander (from Seinfeld), and 
ungallantly pondering Faye 
Dunaway’s age. Ken Kwapis, 
a TV hand, directed. 

If phrases such as "virtual 
reality" and “global interface" 
bring a sparkle to your eyes, 
then Lawnmower Man 2: 
Beyond Cyberspace may be 
just the ticket. Stick-in-the- 
muds who like movies to 
reflect concrete reality will 
have a harder time; although 
director Farhad Mann shoves 
enough action on the screen to 
stop people falling asleep. 

Matt Frewer assumes the 
title role of the scientist’s 
guinea pig who wants to 
control the world from 
cyberspace, while Patrick 
Bergin. “the Einstein of virtual 
reality”, tries to stop him. 
Nothing in the plot makes 
much sense; whar matters is 
the video-game spectacle of 
human projectiles in simulat¬ 
ed environments, hurtling one 
second, exploding the next. 
The film is silly and dishev¬ 
elled. but there are worse high- 
tech fantasies around. 

‘Extremely provoking’ 

SNAP 
VERDICT 

Every week young film fans 
discuss new releases... 

DEAD MAN WALKING 
Paul Maynard. 20: This is 
excellent; the best film I’ve 
seen since Schindler's List. 
Atmospheric, good cinematog¬ 
raphy, and Sarandon certain¬ 
ly deserved her Oscar. 
James Danton, 18: The scenes 
with Sarandon and Penn were 
electrifying. The film. is ex¬ 
tremely provoking; it has 
changed my views on The 
death penalty. 
Thomas Stevens. 18: Excel¬ 
lent. 1 thought I might be 
irritated by the moral tone, but 
it was fairly convincing. 
Alexandra Williams. 22: Ex¬ 
tremely good; you come out 
feeling emotionally banered. 
Tim Robbins directs really 
well, and allows you to make 
your own judgment. 

LAWNMOWER MAN 2 
Paul: Absolutely dire; this is 
plotless and ridiculous. The 
special effects are far from 
special. 
James: This called itself "Be¬ 
yond Cyberspace" but it was 
actually beyond help. Even the 
orang-utan of Dunston acted 
better than the cast of this. 
Thomas: This was pretty aw¬ 
ful. Cliches abounded, and it 
was corny and annoying like a 
cheap television feature. 
Alexandra: It only took me a 
minute to realise that this was 
horrendous. The effects were 
nearly all right, but the subject 
maner just didn’t appeal. 

DUNSTON CHECKS IN 
Paul: I wanted to hate this — I 
normally hate animal films — 
but 1 enjoyed it despite myself. 
A lot of fun. 
James: This was very funny, I 
but if it were any longer, it 
would have dragged. 
Thomas: Probably more uf a 
kids movie. 1 thought I 
wouldn’t like it but it was fun. 
Not too cheesy either — more a 
souffle. 
Alexandra: This was nothing 
new; good family entertain¬ 
ment, a good cast, the usual 
characters. 

a :*• 

THIS WEEK’S SPECIALS 

LONDON 
Vaudeville Theatre 
May 2 
•JULIAN SLADE'S musical 
Salad Days is returning to the 
Vaudeville, where it ran for 
more rhan JJXJtl performances 
in the mid-1050s. in a new 
production directed by Ned 
Sherrin and featuring the com¬ 
edy team of Kit and die Widow. 
This simple, charming story of 
young love and a missing piano 
features songs such as We Said 
We Wouldn’t Look Back. It's 
Easy to Sing and We're Looking 
for a Piano. Club members can 
attend a discussion at the 
Theatre Museum with Slade 
and Sherrin. before seeing the 
evening performance. Tickets 
are £23.50 (the normal price for 
the show alone is £25). Td 0171- 
S36 W7. Mon to Sat tlOam- 
6pm) 

Lyric Theatre 
April 1) 
• CLUB member^ can meet 
choreographer Drin Perry and 
members of his cast after the 
evening performance of the hit 
dance show' Tap Dogs- Tickets 
£17250 (normally £2230}. Td 
0171-494 5580 
Playhouse Theatre 
April 2i ... 
• PLAYWRIGHT Michael 
Cooney invites Theatre Club 
members to a rehearsed read¬ 
ing and discussion of his latest 
comedy. Cash on Delivery. 
Tickets £5. Tel 0171-839 4401 

OLDHAM 
Coliseum Theatre 
April 19-May II 
• TICKETS half-price (nor¬ 
mally £S to £121 for all perfor- 

THEggfi&TIMES 

THEATRE 
manors except matinees of Love 
on ihe Dole. Tel Olbl-624 2829 

POOLE 
Arts Centre 
April 15 
• TWO tickets for the price of 
one (normally £12.90) to Mich¬ 
ael Bogdanov’s adaptation of 
The Canterbury Tales, starring 
Brian Glover and Brian CanL 
Tel 0I2U2 685222 

MIDDLESBROUGH 
Little Theatre 
April 16-18 
•TWO tickets for die price of 
one (normally £7) for Shake¬ 
speare’s Twelfth Sight. Tel 
01642 SI5I8I 

WORCESTER 
Swan Theatre 
April 8 
• TWO rickets for the price of 
one (normally £6.50) to Ndl 
Dunn's comedy. Steaming. Td 
01905 27322 
GLENROTHES 
Rothes Halls 
April II 
•TICKETS E5 to ES-50 (nor¬ 
mally £7 to £11501 to see the. 
harpists, singers and dancers of 
the Belfast Harp Orchestra. Tel 
01592 611101 

[ HOW TO BOOK—AND JOIN 

•m JOIN ihe Theatre Club either send a cheque for £1250. 
SdCmLbfo -oW Thearre CWfa ffC 
address an^lep^rWnum^Tto^ Theo^ ^ e^jH’ea|d 

£SSSSssSSS£» '—»* 
S^criSi charge to cover pongc 

Dead man talking 
Why Tim Robbins spoke up for the inmates on death row 

One balmy Louisiana 
morning 12 years ago, 
Sister Helen Prejean 

knocked on the door of a 
couple awaiting justice after 
the brutal rape and murder of 
their 18-year-old daughter. 
The nun had been counselling 
the girl’s murderer in prison, 
and had come to say she was 
sorry for ignoring die parents* 
inconsolable grief. 

Sister Prejean was at first 
welcomed in. The bereaved 
parents blessed her for her 
courage in changing sides. 
When she said she had not 
changed sides, merely seen 
their point of view, she was 
thrown out on her ear. It was a 
moment erf truth for one of 
America’s leading opponents 
of the death penalty. It was 
also an intensely dramatic 
moment — one that played a 
large part in bringing her 
story to the screen and. last 
Monday, to the Oscars. 

“Her courage in knocking 
on that door really grabbed 
me," Tim Robbins, the writer * 
and director of Dead Man 
Walking. said recently. “That 
was an extraordinary act In 
adapting her book I was 
looking foT the human angle; 
the story and the relation¬ 
ships. And just when you 
thought you knew where they 
were going, she does this 
incredibly brave thing." 

The death penally is not 
Hollywood’s favourite subject 
Despite Robbins's dout as an 
infuriatingly talented poly¬ 
math (he wrote, directed and 
starred in die political satire 
Bob Roberts four years ago} 
no American studio wanted to 
touch something as bleak as 
the true story of the legal 
killing of a murderer. One 
studio chief did phone to ask if 
the prisoner’s role couldn’t be 
rewritten 10 make him inno¬ 
cent. but Robbins’s agent re- 

Tim Robbins; “Their are no 
rich people on death row” 

plied with apt condsion that 
there was no great debate on 
whether the state should be 
killing innocents. . 

Eventually the money came 
from English backers — 
Polygram and Working Title 
— and Robbins made the film 
he and Sister Prqean wanted. 
It features a harrowing mur¬ 
der. parental anger of stun¬ 
ning vehemence, and a bitter, 
rad st. profoundly unfikeable 
death-row inmate. Box office 
returns have outstripped fore¬ 
casts, but many Americans 
who have seen the film have 
emerged so moved by its 
portrayals of murder victims’ 
families that they are unsure 
on which side of the death 
penalty fence Robbins stands. 

They need be in no doubL 
“It’s a poor person’s punish¬ 
ment," he says. There are no 
rich people on death row. It’s 
as simple as that If you are 
convicted of murder and don’t 
have a good enough lawyer, 
you will wind up on death 
row. We've seen in the past few 
years what kind of justice 
money can buy. I can’t get 
behind a system that punishes 
ihe poor in a different way 
than it punishes the rich." 

Furthermore, he argues, 
capital punishment is racist 
and too expensive in its appli¬ 
cation. "Most people on death 
row are there for killing a 
white person but when nobod¬ 
ies get killed they don’t push 
for the death penalty." He cites 
recent research suggesting 
that it costs twice as much to 
execute a man than to impris¬ 
on him for life. For good 
measure, he congratulates 
Britain's Parliament on refus¬ 
ing to put the death penalty to 
a referendum. “You have lead¬ 
ers in your country." he de¬ 
clares. “They know what it 
costs a society, financially and 
morally, to cross die line and 
allow killing in its own name." 

One of the few tense mo¬ 
ments in Monday night's Os¬ 
car ceremony came as Susan 
Sarandon took the podium to 
accept her Best Actress award 
for playing Sister Prejean. It 
was not the prospect of tears 
that worried her audience, but 
of a political harangue. 
Sarandon and Robbins had 
effectively been barred from 
participating in Oscar night 
since an impromptu diatribe 
in 1992 on behalf of Hainan 
internees. 

In the event she did not even 
mention the death penalty, 
appealing instead simply for 
“a non-violent way to end 
violence”. Even in the back- 
stage press pen she spoke 
mainly of the joys of mother¬ 
hood; known for her efforts 
nol to let work distance her 
from her family, she has no 
films planned until her part¬ 
ner Robbins finishes filming a 
comedy this autumn. For his 
part, table hockey and virtual 
basketball are installed in his 
production offices so that Eva 
(11). Jack Hemy (seven) and 
Miles (four) feel welcome. 

Giles Whittell 

ACADEMY AWARD WINNER 
BEST ACTOR 

NICOLAS CAGE 

“BRILLIANT...DONT MISS IT" 
NEWS6F7M WORLD , 

COMPELLING" "EXCEPTIONALLY MOVING" 
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■ CHOICE! 

John Hannah stars 
in Strindberg's tale 
of erotic passion. 
Miss Julie 
VENUE: Tonight at the 
Young Vic 

LONDON 
MISS JULIE. Potty Teals dtads Susan 
Lynch and John Hamah h Sulndbeg's 
tate at efote passion and doom The 
much heralded Taate Is soon to co-died 
the NatauTsi War anjPaox 
Young Vic. The Cut. SE1 (0171 
6363] Previews tonfcjht and opens 
aynorrow, 7.30pm. Unt9 Apr 30 0 

MUSICAL POWERHOUSES: Some at 
London s finest mur iaats compete lor 
auteca atrenVon tonight Tha London 

‘Symphony Orcheatra cononuas its 
BmCKna/Mozail wnw with Daniels QatH 
at the hefcn. tete Manss Jasons 
conducts a prograrnna ot Rachmaninov 
and ShoGiakavUi wah the London 
PHiharmonc. Both at 730pm 
BcnUcan. SSv Street. EG20(Q171- 
638 8891). LSO. Festival He* South 
Bank. SE1 & (0171-960 4242). LPO. 

BONDAOERS- Opening ngK (or tha 
las* ot lha Donmar s Four Comers 
season Sue dowers acdalmad and 
richly atmospheric drama foffovmg&a 
women of the 1060s ai wort, on Baniais 
larms lan Brown's production for 
EtJrtxrgh's Tramr^e. 
Dooms- Warehouse, Eaitwm Street. 
WC2 (0177-369 1732) Tonight, 7pm. 
Then Mon-Sat, 8pmf. mats Apr •». and 
Sat. 3pm Unti Apr 8. © 

ELSEWHERE 

BRISTOL.' American fez pianist 
Jeatecn Wm» has earned herstet 
some n)^i prase from very high 

E THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(A0RIDG8))- The RSCs (Reduced 
Shakespeare Company] popular, potty 
rough-handing of the Bard. The 
Complete History ot America (abridged! 
plays Tues 
Criterion Piccadilly Circus W1 (0171- 
389 1737). WfedSat. 8pm. Male Thurs, 
3pm. Sat. 5pm and Sun. 4pm 0 

■ AH INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Daldry's powertut production, wan 
Nicholas Woodeson as the all-knowing 
Inspector, and Edward Peel and Susan 
Engel as the pitas at society 
Garrick. Charing Cross Hoad. WC2 
[0171-494 5085] Mon-Fn. 7.45pm; Sat. 
8 15pm. mats wed.230pm. Sat.5pm 

B LADY INTO FOX Inornate musical 
by Ne3 Bartlett and Nicolas Bloomfield 
based on David rjamett s mysterious, 
ending novefra. Starring Louse Gold and 
Date Raptey. wrth Bloomfield al the 
p*ano 
Lyric Studio KmgSffwl 
Hjrnmwsmrth.VW (0181-74123111 
Opens tonight. 7pm Then Mon-Sal. 
8pm.-rrwu Sal. 4 30pm Until Ap 20 

□THE LAST ROMANTICS Maggie 
Steed. Mark Kingston and Robert 
Langdon Lloyd i% etaquem Nigei 
WSlams play, tvs] seen an TV. about F 
R. Leave and two Os - ho wife Oueone 
and Ns former mentor. Ouster Couch 
Matthew Francis orects 
Greenwich Grooms Hill SEtO f.0181- 
6S8 7755) Previews faraght-Sal. 

NEW RELEASES 

CYCLO (I8j- Over-forceful portrait of 
Ho Ob Mrti City's urban he* From the 
director of Ths Scent of Green Papaya 
Tran Anh Hung 
MGU Swiss Centre (0171 -139 4470) 

JEFFREY MB] Should a gay mad have 
•XOP Life-affirming comedy falls Rat VWh 
Stave Weber and Patrick Stewart 
Director. Christopher Ashtev 
UGH* Ctwfaea 10171 -352 5096) 
Shaftesbury Avenue (0171-836 62791 
Odegn Kensington (01426 914666) 

TOY STORY iPG) Computer-animated 
Disney defcght with a cast oMrettuI toys 
With (be voces ot Tom Hanks and Tan 
Allen. D »ea or. John Lasaater 
Bartaean 0(0171-636 8891) 
Ctepham Picture House 10171-496 
3323) MGM* Baker Steer* (0171 93S 
9772) Ctwteee (0171-362 5006) 
Odeoruc Kensington (01426 914666) 
Leicester Square (01426-915 683) 
Marble Arch (01426 914501) Swiss 
Cottage (01426914098) Rfo 10171-254 
6677) BH*»J>171-737 21211 Ua 
WHMaya 0 (0171 792 3332) 

CURRENT 

♦ GET SHORTY (1 S| JtenTravtAas 
loanshark lakes on the movie business 
Entertaining but trivial comedy liom 
Qmare Leonard's novel With Danny De 
Vto. Gena Hackman. Rare Russo 
Empire 0(0171-437 1234] Getefi 
(0171-727 4043) MGMa: Fufim Rood 
(0171-370 2636) Trocadero 0(0171- 
434 0031) Odeon Swtes Cettege 
(01428814096) Rttry (0171-737 2121) 
ScteerVBaker Streel pi 71 -035 Z7721 
UC1 WNMcys 0 (0171 -792 3332) 

7.45pm, mat Sal, 230pm. Opens Apr 
1. 7pm 0 

B A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC- Began! 
and successful production by Sean 
Matties ot Soodheen's Sweden 
charmer Judi Dench. Patnoa Hodge. 
Sun Rubpsand Lambert Wilson 
among the stars sterling m Itie rnqh! 
National (OfMery South Bank. SE1 
(0171-92822521 Today. 2pm and 
7 15pm in rep 0 

■ SKYLIGHT Outstanding piayng by 
Michael Gantron and La Wilbams m 
□sad Hare's diamabsabon ol sooet/* 
conflicts in the term al a pnekfy teuton 
Oenseen two towers 
Wyndhsm's. Chamg Cross Road. 
WC2 (0171-369 1736) Mon-Sat. 8pnt 
maf Sal 3pm 

■ THE THICKNESS CN2 SKIN -Heme 
Macdonald (trees Clara Mclntyre'-s Tost 
play tor su years Effibetfi Garvre and 
Ruper. and Fraser. Amelia BoBmore aid 
Mark Strong play sets ot neighbours 
who can'r do each oihsr goad 

CINEMA GUIDE 

Geoff Brawn's assessment of 
fOms In London and (where 

Indicated wWi the symbol ♦ J 
on leleese across the country 

FRENCH TWIST (16) Jovat French 
farce with a testaan angle from writer- 
director Josrane Balasko. wdo co-stars 
vnth Victoria Abnf. 
MGISe: Fulham Road Q (0171-370 
2636) PtocacBDy (0171-437 3561) 
Tottenham Court Rood (0171 -636 
6146) Odeon* Kensington (01426 
914666r MeaantaeS (01426 915683) 
Swiss Cottage (01426914098) 

LEAVING LAS VEGAS (18)- Nicolas 
Cage drinks temseifro death Sinking, 
intimate drama trom ctrector Mike 
Figgis. With E&saderh Shue. 
MGU* Haymrket (0171 -839 1527) 
Swiss Centre (017l -439 4470) Warner 
0(0171-4374343) 

• NDCQN CIS)- Exhausting, tworiong 
portrait with Arflhony HopMns and too 
much razzfe-dazde hom<tredsr Oliver 
Srare 
Ctepham Ptcwre House (0171-498 
3323) MGMs: Cholera (0171-352 5098) 
Trocadera 0 (OT 71-434 0031) 
Odeon* Heymsrtta (01426 915353) 
KMnbigtan (01428 914668) Swfss 
Cottage (01428 914098) UCI 
WNlteeys©iOl 71-792 333Z) Warner 
0(0171-4374343) 

■ CHOICE 2 

Final week in 
Plymouth for 
F. Murray Abraham 
in the new Tolstoy 
VENUE: Tonight at the 
Theatre Royal 

* It loses ruswiiui 
A I tegfe?- ^ his latest musical “ AKlo 
_ I the West End__ 

Soppy Sondheim loses the plot 

■ THEATRE 1 

Stephen Sondheim 
loses his wit in 
his latest musical 
Passion, now 
arrived in 
the West End 

the TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 2S 1996 

~~ ■ THEATRE 2 

Edward Albee’s 
early play, A 
Delicate Balance, 
makes a welcome 
comeback in 
Nottingham 

TODAY'S CHOICE 

A dally gukto to arts 
and entertainment 

compiled by Krts Anderson 

places, including Dew BrUreck's "one 
al the greyest pst purists I have ever 
hoard" Judge for yourself ton^fl. 
St Grawgrt. Brandon HB 0 {Oil 7- 
923 0359). 4m Then Sun, London. 
South Bank (0171 -960 4242). Apr 3. 
Southampton. Concorde CU> 101703- 
613 989); Apr 4, Fomhafli Makings 
(01252-726234). 

MANCHESTER- Qilys Hamlett directs 
Miched Fry's adaptation of Traa of Die 
DUrborvflk**, with On Garnett as the 
heroine lacing betrayal by an 
encmacfwrQ modari world 
Royal Exchange, St Ann's Square 
(0161-8339833) Opens tareght 
7 30pm Then Mon-Tiras. 7.30pm: Fn. 
SaL 8pm. mat Set. 4pm UnM May 4 0 

Also in Manchester Kan Nagano loads 
the HsJfe Orchestra io« a programme of 
Haydn's Symphony No 1. Brahms's 
Double Concerto for Violin and Cel la and 
Schoenberg's Peflaas et Ueksjnde 
Repealed tomorrow Haiey. 
subsnutyig Sbetus 1w Schoerbag 
Free Trade Hal. Peter Sheet (0161- 
834 1712). TorvghL 730pm 0 

THEATRE GUIDE 

Jeramy Kingston's essessment 
of thaetrw shoertng In LfXKkm 

■ House tuO, returns only 
B Some seats available 
□ Seats etaS prices 

COVENTRY- Opening night tar 
Steinbeck's nighty Of Mtee and Men. 
Martin Harvey drectB Peter S»rey texf 
Mrcheei Gvm as the wjy laimhard and 
tha ample gant. vainly seaicNryg ter 
the American Dream ha Depreasion- 
boundland. 
Be|grede, Belgrade Square (01203 
553055) Tonight. 7.30pm Then Men- 
Thurs. 7.30pm; Fn etu Sat, tore, mat 
Apr3.2 30pm Und Apr 13. 0 

PLYMOUTH; Last week of 
pertarmances here far Tolstoy, starring 
F Murey Abraham end Gemma Jones. 
Jeremy Sams directs the much-Bwated 
new play tram Jamas Goldman, of Lion 
n Wtefiar and FbBes (ama On tour from 
nnt week prior to a West End run 
Theatre RoyaL Royal Parade (01753 
267222). Tonight-Sal, ? 30pm; mats 
today «J Sat. £L3Opm.0 

LONDONGALLER|ES 

BriUafi Moeaum: 9> THIani Hamtton 
cotection (0171-6361556). 
Ceuteutd. Drawings by Thomas 
Gansboiough (0718732526)... 
National Gaflery Old Master palntngs 
trom Oorta Pamprtl( Gateiy (0171-747 
2885). NbUoihJ Portrait GaBory- 
Faces of trie 80s (0171-3060055) . 
Royal Acadenty; Gustav Caliebotta 
(0171-439 7439) Tata. Cdzanrie: Stfl 
But Not Stent shl lies (0171-887 
8000)... V & A- Tlw Leighton Frescoes 
(01718388500). Whitechapel. Jett 
Wat. ifturranatad trertsparandas (0171- 
5227888) 

TTraatra Upsteira, Royal Court. Steens 
Square. SW1 (0171-7301745) Previews 
begin toraght 7ASpm. Opera April 2. 

■ TOMMY: Hugely mpresave staging 
of ihe raumebsod child's apexheoas to 
pmbal wizard. Loads of ofacfran. 
tncks dsguise We tmprobabaty 
Staaftasbuy. Shaftesbury Avenue. 
WC2 (0171-379 5389) Mon-Sat, Spin: 
mats Wed and Sat, 3pm. 0 

B1H5 VERGE; bla Star plays the 
obsessed hortiaiturAx harassed by 
ha daughter and the three men vi her 
Trie Revival of the 1921 play by PuMzer 
Pnzewwivrg Susan QaspeL whose 
reputation once oqueied Eugene 
OTfeffs. Aunof Smith directs an 
nenesong dbcorery 
Orange Traa. Clarenoe S&eet 
RBhriwd (0181-940 3633). Previews 
tort gin and opens lomonow, 7 45pm 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood Brother* Prioentx (0171-867 
1044} □ CcMiaiainltetteg Doors 
Savoy 10171-836 8888) □ Funny 
Money Playhouse (0171-839 4401) 
BGrease DorrtrSan (017M186060) 
■ Jotsen Viaana Pdace (0171-634 
1317). . ■ Was Saigon Drury Lane 
(0171-494 5400)- ■Other! 
Palladium (0171-194 5020) 
B Sunset Boulevard- Adetpft i0171- 
34-r 00551. B The Woman In 
Btadr Fortune (0171-8362238) 
Ticket information suppled by toaety 
of London Theatre 

OTHELLO (12)- Laurenca Fhhbume 
as me je^ous Moor. Kennatn Branagh 
as the centreing lago Ofcver Pariter's 
Irvefy version tor genera) audiences. 
Odeon Mraranlne 0 (01426 915683) 
Warner 0 (0171-437 4343) 

♦ RESTORATION (15)- Lite and loves 
of a 1 /Itvcemury ptiyscian (Robert 
DoiMieyJr.] Ccckaiw tetraveganza 
loses its way WWi Meg Ryan and Sam 
Ned) Director. Mchaef HoKnan. 
Odeon* Kensington (01426 914666) 
West End (01426915574) 

+ SENSE AND SENSIBILITY (U): 
Emma Thompson's radiant adaptation 

Jane Atsten's eariy novel, with 
Thompson and Kate Winslet as asters 
unth cUterera approaches to romance. 
Director. Ana Lee. 
Barbican 0 (0171 -638 8891) Chetaea 
(0171 351 3742) daphani Picture 
(0171-496 3323) Coranet@(0171-727 
6705) Crexon* Mayfair (0171-369 
1720) Weet End (0171-3691722) 
Odeon Kensington (01426 914666) 
Ritzy (0171-737 2121) Screen/tOl 0 
(0171-4353368) Watermans (0181-568 
1176) 

♦ TRAINSPOTTING fl 8): Abrasive 
took at junkie We. from wine Walsh's 
naval, made by the Shaflow Grave 
ream Dvector. Danny Boyle. 
MGM* Chaleos (0171 352 5096) 
Fulham Road (0171-370 3636) 
Haymartot (0171-8391527) 
Tottenham Court Road (0171 -636 
6148) Odeon Swtea Cottage <01426 
91409B) RBzy (pi 71-7372121) 
ScrearVGrean (0171-226 3520) UCI 
WhNeteye 0(0171-782 3332) Warner 
0(0171-4374343) 

Passion 
Queen’s 

Would you believe 
it if one of the 
celebrities cur¬ 
rently being pur¬ 

sued by an obsessive man 
were to fall deeply in love with 
her stalker? Or if Michael 
Douglas had lifted Glenn 
Close from the bath at the end 
of Fatal Attraction, gently 
removed her knife and given 
her a big. doting kiss? If the 
answer to either question is 
no, you are likely to share my 
difficulties with Stephen 
Sondheim's latest musical, 
which is a fascinatingly odd 
piece to find coming from the 
pen that gave us Company 
and A Little Night Music. 

As their current London 
revivals emphasise, both those 
shows are shrewd, suspicious 
and pretty cynical where love 
is concerned. But the film on 
which Passion is based. Sola'S 
Passione d.'Amove, has done 
something peculiar to the 
great sceptic's wits. For in its 
dark, brooding way. it is 
sentimental and pretty silty. 
Sondheim ends by affirming 
that, in his words, "the force of 
someone’s feeling for you can 
crack you right open” when he 
has spent most of the evening 
proving exactly the opposite. 

Michael Ball's Giorgio is an 
army captain, separated from 
Helen Hobson'S Clara, the 
mistress he adores, by a 
posting to the Italian, sticks. 
No sooner has he sat down in 
the mess than there is an 
animal scream from die stairs, 
and down them creeps a 
yellowish, squinting figure, in 
Maria Friedman’s perfor¬ 
mance a chilling blend of Mrs 
Rochester and Mr Magoo. She 
is the colonel's cousin, Fosca. 
whom a sad marriage has 
evidently afflicted with" one of 
those nameless 19th-century 

Eternal triangle: Helen Hobson as Clara. Maria Friedman as Fosca and Michael Ball as the hapless Giorgio 

ailments that allow her to fainr 
at will, take regularly to her 
deathbed and manipulate oth¬ 
ers pretty unsioppabty. 

Before long this pushy hypo¬ 
chondriac has browbeaten 
poor Giorgio into dumping 
the prettily trilling if admitted¬ 
ly rather anodyne Clara. Nor 
is that all. He renounces his 
very sensible objection to her 
passion, which is that “love's 
not a constant demand, it's 
tender and slow' and must 
grow", and concludes, with 
Sondheim's obvious approval. 

ihai “love within reason isn't 
love" and tha: it “can be 
sudden surrender, not tender, 
not slow". He is now enrap¬ 
tured with Fosca. He has been 
wooed by force and asks us to 
believe he loves by choice. 

It might be easier id credit 
this Transition if Fosca were 
more magnetic and desirable 
or if Giorgio's sexuality- had a 
weird, masochistic side. Bui 
Friedman's very strength, her 
refusal to glamorise the lady- 
spider. only exacerbates the 
problem, as does Ball's good- 

natured bur bland perfor¬ 
mance as the fly. In the end, 
Sondheim’s only credible de¬ 
fence is the old one: you can 
eet away with an awftil lot of 
pernicious nonsense if you set 
it to music and let the music 
scar. 

For the paradox is that 
Sondheim’s music does melo¬ 
diously swoop and enjoyably 
soar. Although his score has 
its angry, troubled, minor-key' 
moments, it is one of the most 
upbeat he has composed. And 
although Giorgio's messmates 

spend too much time moaning 
about the Italian outback 
against a background of 
drapes and towering panes 
smeared with congealed paint. 
James Lapine’s took undeni¬ 
ably grips. Vet what next — a 
musical version of Stephen 
King's Misery in which the 
trapped novelisr falls for his 
fanatical captor on the 
grounds that she loves him 
enough to chop off his leg? 

Benedict 
Nightingale 

FOR years I have waited for the chance 
to see again this early Edward Albee 
play. Peter Hall directed it for the RSC 
a quarter of a century ago and. so far as 
I know, there has been no major 
British production since then. Yet I 
came to Nottingham jabbed by the 
occasional twinge of apprehmsive 
dread. Had I been inflating the plays 
quality, as time went by? 

Yes, I had. but only by a little. Albee 
articulates the claim one human being 
in distress places upon another—and, 
toy. are his characters articulate — 
and new plays that march so boldly 
across this real, mysterious territory 
rarely reach the stage today. 

As in Who's Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf? we are shown a family unit 
critically affected by another husband 
and wife. The first couple have been 
married 40 years. Tobias (Michael J. 
Shannon) wants life to proceed calmly 
but is skewered by a remorse for past 
failures; Agnes (Eleanor Bran), 
described as a cross between the Pope 

Kith and break up 
and a drill sergeant. ^ Delica 
maintains the fam- 
fly’s balance - at a Playhouse, 
price. Her frequent- - 
ly drunk sister Claire (Many 
Cruickshank) lives with them, and they 
are awaiting daughter Julia’s return 
home from her fourth failed marriage. 

Without warning, their two oldest 
friends arrive, like shell-shocked survi¬ 
vors from an undeclared war. fright¬ 
ened out of their house by a nameless 
terror — the solitude of the human 
condition, perhaps, in America's 
suave, luxurious suburbs. And Harry 
and Edna have come not for temporary 
comfort: they want to exercise the 
rights of dose friendship and move in. 

When the spoilt daughter (Marion 
Bailey, vivid in a tricky role) discovers 
that they are occupying her bedroom. 

A Delicate Balance 
Playhouse, Nottingham 

•Balance She expresses tite 
conflict in terms of I 

Nottingham want!" and “They 
- want!" This is the 
crude we of the situation from which 
Albee extracts, with admirable control 
of situation, wit and surprise, such 
awkwardly substantial questions as 
where bounds should be drawn be¬ 
tween kin and kith, and where these 
particular families can draw them. 

Tam Cairns directs the cast of six on 
a set of his own design, where pieces of 
elegantly comfortable furniture are 
placed beneath a high, white and bare, 
curved wall. This may have contribut¬ 
ed to the difficult acoustics: from Row 
M, I was straining to avoid missing 
crucial words in speeches where ap¬ 
parently casual observations abruptly 
turn into harsh irony or rage. 

’ This is very much the Albee style, 
and Cairns’s direction precisely mea¬ 
sures the structure of this absorbing 
play — though requiring Bron to 
retreat, in awed alarm and little steps, 
from her unwelcome visitors, makes 
this moment too "theatrical". 

Agnes, very unlike a drill sergeant, 
pours mellifluous, endlessly qualified 
sentences over anyone who cannot 
escape the room, and Bron, while 
allowing us to hear, as it were, every 
dash and comma, uses this highly 
artificial delivery to offer glimpses of 
Agnes’s complex, harrowed, interior 
life. Shannon gives a subtle perfor¬ 
mance. leading up to the confused finy 
of his last speech, pleading with Harry 
to stay, unable to order him to leave. 

Good performances also from Gary 
Raymond’s Harry, disconcertingly 
poised and grave, and from Sandra 
Voe as his devoted wife, daunted by 
fear but undented in dignity. 

Jeremy Kingston 

ENTERTAINMENTS 

OPERA fit BALLET 

COLISEUM Bin 8328300 
ENGLISH NATIONAL BALLET 

TJttrrerdfciaryaTra ‘PefctaDE 
in HCB. COWARD* Orte Canady 

PRESENT UUGHTEB 
"VMTAQE COWARD” Mai Sun 
*THtS STYUSM.Y MOUNTED 

PRODUCTION ■ MORE COMB 

COMB* 0)71369173ke3W 4444 

RICHARD O’BRIEN 
In DISGRACEFULLY YOURS 

TWarfabiiua* ftaMoThn Out 
0SLY 21 POTS. UBS « Apt 

CamsOON3691737/344 4444 

DUKE OF YORK'S 8171836 
512^897 CC 420 OOOV344 4444 

0Vn,nofa$ 
ROYAL COURT CLASSICS 

D«U Staff's 
CtasteaxrtnCNehratjofi 

THE CHANGING ROOM 
‘Staff, rwneiedwle, ImT Trees 

KAYUMKET 930 SBDO 
cc 344 4444/CO 0000 (Malta 
THE PETER HALL COhFANY 

COMPANY in 
THE C0WLETE WORKS 

OF WILIAM 
SHAKESPEARE (abridged) 

"A trimmer TVne» 
MKa Du at 3, Sal at 5 
anaKEwaalBpn 

THE COMPLETE M87DflY OF 
AMERICA (abridged) 

OOMMON Triafae* 0171416 
eoavoih 420 0000 (fata NLQpb 
0171418 607^4133321/420 0200 

RKRARR 

Swung ROWS HUM 
and SAMANTHA JANUS 

-Ftattafa'aAftmta.fin* 
OriyMm 

Evas 7.30; IfctsttW&Stt&ra 
TICKETS AVALA0LE-APPLY 

FORTUNE B0 & CC 0171836 
22W171312 8033 

BARRY MICHAEL 
STANTON HUGS 

SmaaNTa 

THE WOMAN IN BLACK 
Adapted by Stacfe* MAtras 

Tha ami MBog and gMdd 
play far yam" CUM 

NOW Mire cm YEAR 

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 0171304 
400) ter Bm Off 5 SRndby infa 

HctateavAbb m the day 
TbaRoyMOpan 

Tomy 7D0 LA 7RAYIATA 
Sit 7A) ARABELLA 
The Royal State 

Man. Tim, Wad 7,30 QKfilE 
CriaMyRidtaa 

_TonT tSncOLAI QEDOA 

ABRAHAM 

TOLSTOY 

ftwtate tan 2S fort 

TAIE13 A FEEL-GOOD 
TMUMPH” MM On Sutay 

^BEATHTAJaW hdapmtat 
Evw 7-30. Mate Want smart] 

CHKHES1ER FESTIVAL 
imSSOUscti 

foMMFAflHn 
Ifchaef Ffayni 

NOW YOU KNOW 
lAtedirfrjRtafa Canady* 

awttn Matey 

COMEDY 01713601731/ 

CC 344 4444 ^fata 
KEVIN WKA1ELY 

TIMOTHY PETER 
WEST VAUQKAN 
TOUT IN 
HAYGWIH HEALY 

TWELVE 
ANGRY MEN 

OtatedtyKmMnaar 
fatarnhynlTfort 

GARRICK 0171494 50RV 
01713121890 (m Unto) 

faaee Faparianeea Tag Never 
fagot 

WBMBtOF 
tfl MAJOR AWARDS 
Tba Royal Ntaonal 
Tfratefl* production 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 
‘TORUMUMJSTBESffir 

0. Mail 

at tha mat lossdctekxL 
BiaaHcaljlnglntan 

apwtaaen ot fta mih” Eta 
Stand 

"TWO HOURS OF 
SfTHWUWG.VlSUAU.Y 
STtaSWQ DRAMATUrt 
*ta»«7A5.S«l UOS115, 

Wed ml 230 

DUCHESS cc 0171484 5070 cc 344 

ctaalDtedoaa DteteaQray 
OSCAR wues 

AN IDEAL HUSBAND 
Ewe 7A&Mrt» WadS Sal 3JQ 

LAST 4WEEKS 
F»0R TO BROADWAY 

HBI MAJESTY* 24hr 494 5400 
OAgfM) CC 344 4444/420 raOO (Ug 
fee) Gfp»484 5454/413 3311/4335588 

AfBflEW LLOYD WEBBSTS 
AWARD WMNMGMUSKU. 

THE PHANTOM OP 
THE OPERA 

Bnctad by HAROLD PRNCE 
NOW BKG TO DEC SB 

Em 7A6 Mate Wad & Sat 380. 

UMXMRALLADUMBQCC 
01714W 60BV344 4444 (£1 Hd aarv 
ch® 420 OCOOGffa 0171494 5454 

JN DALE 
fOJRNS TOT* WEST BC 

I “AMAJORTTCATHJCAL 
everrettafrta 

OLIVER! 
2ND SPECTACULAR YEAR 

liONO. BAffPS HASnSffeCE 
YOU CANT ASK FOR MORE1 

STcna 
Eve* 73J Mate Wad 4a»250 

SOME GOOD SEATS AVAL 
NOW FOR WEEKDAY PERFS 

LYRIC 0171494558V 
3444444(t*g fee) 

WHNBtaSAMOUVBI 
AWARDS 

Data faiy BeM Qmagnpbr 

NEW LONDON Dnay Lana WC2 B0 
0171405 0072 CC 01714044079 34hr 

01713444444/4200000 
Grpa 01714133311/4365588 
ntMCREW LLOYD WfflBBV 

T3. BJOT NTBVMTONN. 

CATS 
brae 7.46 Mata Tub A Sri 3iD 
LATECOMERS NOT AOMTTED 

WHUAUOntnUMRN 
MORON, PLEASE BE PROFT. 
_Baa apan at (te 

LWTTED NO. OF SEATS AVAL 
DAA.Y FROM BOX OmCE. 

OLD V£0m SB 8SS5012 8034 
'ALANBBBETTS 

SUPERB ADAPTATIOff F.T. 
Tha Royal Nrioate Tbeatee’e 

PRCADSJLY 01713B91734 
cc Mas 344 4444, 

Gq* 312187W413 3321 

•WINNER!* 
BEST MUSICAL 

MACK & MABEL 
THE HOLLYWOOD ROMANCE 

Montette7A5 
Mats WBd&Sat team 

Doa to National Itatay 

THE WIND 
IN THE 

WILLOWS 

I£SMISERABI£S 
NOwnrrsinH 

Sat 60)5345 

PH0BlXKyKQt7t SB 1733 

^444444/420 0000 pa*) 

BEST MUSICAL 
__■ OfatopmAMdi 
BarttBnMhanmwnantff | Pte^LRffan^crNweBsTtaKte 

DtadHn 
LYTTHLTON T«ta Z.1S 4 730, 
Toragr 730 ROS8GRANTZ 4 

QUmBBTBIH ABE DEAD Tom 

COTTaLOE Today £30 4 735, 
Tomer 73) FROGS Ariatophsn tea 

ftanaUH 

PALACE THEATRE 0171-434008 
B24ln (fate tea} 017H44 
4444 Grp* 01714133311 

THE VfORU)F8 MOST POTOLAR 

WWgBWAHD 0171447 5400 

jssaaar 
CajiUm Madinkuli pmaam 

martin gusire 
ANaraitatertty 

. BOSysCHDWERG 
_ BR3H21JUNE 

JSS^^Prtllriorta 
_2l_JuiactaM contact Bmrw 

PBHCE OF WALES 838 5072/ 
4300000/3444444 

ELVIS 
hdprkeprevsmmr 

CHSTS 4845BS0/344 4444/ 
4200000 

MICHAEL BALL 

MARIA FRIEDMAN 

S25BE& 
PASSION 

SAVOY 0171836 8B8B 
GC0I714200100 (no bfrg fee) 

ANGELA THORNE 
COMMUNICATING 

DOORS 
by ALAN AYCKBOURN 

•wtoulyrjwywo 
OBABaYSOWrOTte 

Evaa 730 Mels Wed & Sat 3A) 
Wad matte sates n? 

^WPTEBBURYOITI ^95389 
0171413 3688 OfiAotteg fed 

CrtM*0l71413332) 

... TOMMY 
a muiUE 

BaktaWtetar 
WATNrMWQLV 

"uam-nvEjiwnsABu>i 
*“ “ Wed&Set ton 

nrssBRsaauKS' 
0171420 flora Wo feelm 

G^0J71 

&«B.T™245.Sat5«B 

•3SSS5S?- 

_ *BUDDY* 

^"UlANl*3ra 

nw*®BtFU. ShlFF" Sui TG 

_ JBUDDY* 
!T!r.VH>aiAia 

AT«®jrrpAMusE 

VAUDRflUEo^^ 

VICTORIA PALACE BO & cc (no 
fee) 01718341317 cc Sta fete 0171 

3444444/3121998/4978977 
Qronte01713121987 (no tea) 

01714365588(1*0 fee) 

1896 OUVB1 AWARDS 

BEST MUSICAL 

BRIAN CONLEY 

V0LS0N* 

“A RESOUNDING HIT 
SuYfeyTefeffaph 
On Monday Nghte 

c. ta play Joteon 
M«>Ste 730. Mata Wad & Ste 

100 
WgWBOOWNQTORatoT 

^VHtmALL 3891735/344 4444J 
4200000 

TRAINSPOTTING 
ta Aa Monte of te yraar 

TueaFii at 0, Steal B30 

.*™«,,S01713eSf73B 
(ro t*0 fee] (344 4444 (hfcg fee) 

UA 
«QN WUMHS 
BESrPtAYativfar/bwd* 

To Mortise in this 
swtlon please call 
the Emertakimants 

"Team on 

. 0171 680 6222 

or fax 

0171 48i 9313 
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Human Rights Law Report 

LAW 37 

Strasbourg 

Court order to journalist to disclose source violated Convention 
Goodwin v United Kingdom 
(Case No 16/1994/463/544) 

R-, R^ssd:i1- President and Judges 
K. Bernhardt. Th6r Vilhjalmsson. F. 
Mather. B. Wakh. C. Russo. A. 
eP^mann. J. De Meyer. N. Valtiros. E. 
n , £- Sir John Freeland. A. B. 
Baka. D. Gotchev. B. Repik. P. Jambrek. 
P. Kuris and U. Ldhsnus 
Registrar H. Petrold 
Deputy Registrar P. J. Mahoney 
Uudgment March 27| 
A court order requiring the applicant, a 
journalist to reveal his strum; of 
information and the fine imposed upon 
him Tor having refused to do so gave rise 
lo a violation of his right to freedom of 
expression under article 10 of the 
European Convert lion on Human 
Rights, the European Court of Human 
Rights held by eleven votes in seven. 

Ankle 10 of the Convention provides; 
“I Everyone has the right to freedom 

or expression. This right shall include 
freedom to hold opinions and to receive 
and impart information and ideas 
without interference by public authority 
and regardless of frontiers. This article 
shall not prevent states from requiring 
the licensing of broadcasting, television 
or cinema enterprises. 

"2 The exercise of these freedoms, 
sines it carries with it duties and 
responsibilities, may be subject to such 
forma tines, conditions, restrictions or 
penalties as are prescribed by law and 
are necessary in a democratic society, in 
the interests of national security, terri¬ 
torial integrity or public safety, for the 
prevention of disorder or crime, for the 
protection of health or morals, for the 
protection of the reputation or rights of 
others, for preventing the disclosure of 
information received in confidence, or 
for maintaining the authority and 
impartiality of die judiciary." 

Mr Wiliam Goodwin, a British 
national, was a journalist and lived in 
London. In August 19f& he joined the 
staff of The Engineer as a trainee 
journalist On November that year, he 
was telephoned fcry an informant, who 
gave him unsolicited information about 
a company Tetra Lid. 10 the effect that 

the company were in the prtwess of 
raising a t5 million loan and had 
financial problems as a result of an 
expected loss of E2.1 million for 1989 on a 
turnover of E20J million. 

On November 6 and 7. Mr Goodwin 
called Tetra 1u check the facts and seek 
their comments on the information he 
had been given concerning the financial 
problems of the company. He sub¬ 
sequently prepared a draft article on the 
subject for publication in The Engineer. 

Being of the opinion that the informa¬ 
tion originated from a draft of its 
confidential corporate plan which had 
been missing since November I. 1989. 
Tetra applied for and obtained from the 
High Gourt an ex parte interim injunc¬ 
tion to restrain Morgan-Grampian 
(Publishers! Ltd, publishers of The 
Engineer from publishing Mr Good¬ 
win's article. 

All the national newspapers and 
relevant journals were informed of the 
injunction on November 16. Later. Che 
company obtained an order from the 
High Court (Mr Justice Hoffmann) fThe 
Times November 24.1989} requiring the 
applicant to disclose his notes on the 
ground that it was necessary “in the 
interests of justice", within the meaning 
of section 10 of the Contempt of Coun 
Act 1981. for the source’s identity to be 
disclosed in order to enable the company 
to bring proceedings against the source 
lo recover the missing document, obtain 
an injunction preventing further 
publication or seek damages for the 
expenses to which they had been put. 

The Court of Appeal (Lord Donaldson 
of Lymingion. Master of the Rolls. Lord 
Justice Ralph Gibson and Lord Justice 
McGowan) (The Times December 13. 
1989:11991 j I AC 1) dismissed an appeal 
against the disclosure order but granted 
leave to appeal to the House of Lords. 

The House of Lords (Lord Bridge of 
Harwich. Lord Templeman. Lord Grif¬ 
fiths. Lord Oliver of Aylmerton and 
Lord Lowry) (The Times .April 5, 1990: 
(19911 1 AC l. 34 (sub nom X Lid v 
Morgan Grampian IPublishers) Ltd 
and Other$) dismissed the appeal, 
finding that the necessity for the 
disclosure of the applicant's notes had 

been established. Throughout the 
proceedings the applicant had refused to 
disclose his noies. On April 10.1990 the 
High Court fined him £5.000 for 
contempt of court. 

The application was lodged with the 
European Commission of Human 
Rights on September 27. 1990. It was 
declared admissible on September 7. 
1993. Having attempted unsuccessfully 
to secure a friendly settlement the 
Commission drew up a report on March 
1.1994 in which ir established the facts 
and expressed the opinion that there had 
been a violation of article 10 nf the 
Convention (eleven votes to six}. 

in its judgment, the European Court 
of Human Rights held as follows: 
I Alleged violation of article 10 

The applicant complained under arti¬ 
cle 10 about the disclosure order 
requiring him to reveal the identity of 
his source and the fine imposed upon 
him Tor having refused to do so. It was 
undisputed that those measures am- 
stint ted an interference with his right to 
freedom of expression. 
A Was the Interference “prescribed bv 
taw”? 

The impugned disclosure order and 
fine were “prescribed by law". Not only 
did the measures have a basis in 
national law but the law governing the 
imposition of the order was moreover 
foreseeable for the purposes of the 
requirement in article 10JL 

On the latter point, the Court rec¬ 
ognised that in (he area under consid¬ 
eration il might be difficult to home 
laws with absolute precision and that 
some flexibility might even be desirable 
to enable the national courts to develop 
the law in the light of their assessment of 
what measures were necessary in the 
interests of justice. 

The national courts' discretion in 
ordering disclosure was subjected 10 
important limitations. The House of 
Lords* interpretation of the relevant law 
in die applicant's case did not go beyond 
what could be reasonably foreseen in the 
circumstances. Nor was there any other 
indication that the law in question 

afforded the applicant inadequate 
protection against arbitrariness. 
B Did the interference poraue a 
legitimate aim? 

The interference pursued'the legiti¬ 
mate aim of protecting Teua’s “rights". 
It was not necessary to determine 
whether it was also directed towards the 
“prevention of... crime". 
C Was the interference "accessary in a 
democratic society"? 
(!) General principles 

The Coun recalled that freedom of 
expression constituted one of the essen¬ 
tia] foundations of a democratic society 
and that the safeguards to be afforded to 
the press were of particular importance: 
see, as a recent authority Jersild y 
Denmark fThe Times October 20,1994: 
Series A No 298. p2J. 31). 

The Court set out a number of general 
principles. Protection of journalistic 
sources was. it noted, one of the basic 
conditions for press freedom, as was 
reflected in the laws and the professional 
codes of conduct in a number of 
contracting states and was affirmed in 
several international instruments on 
journalistic freedoms. 

It died as examples the Resolution on 
Journalistic Freedoms and Human 
Rights, adopted , at the 4th European 
Ministerial Conference on Mass Media 
Policy (Prague, December 7-8.1994) and 
the Resolution on the Confidentiality of 
Journalists' Sources by the European 
Parliament. January 18. J994 (Official 
Journal of the European Communities 
No C 44/34). 

Without such protection, sources 
could be deterred from assisting the 
press in informing the public on natters 
ot public interest. As a result the vital 
public watchdog role of the press could 
be undermined and the ability of the 
press to provide accurate and reliable 
information could be adversely affected. 

Having regard to the importance of 
the protection of journalistic sources for 
press freedom in a democratic society 
and the potentially chilling effect an 
order of source disclosure had on the 
exercise of that freedom, such a measure 
could not be compatible with article 10 of 

the Convention unless it was justified by 
an overriding requirement in (he public 
interest. As a matter of general prin¬ 
ciple, the “necessity" for any restriction 
on freedom of expression had to be 
convincingly established. See The Sun¬ 
day Times v United Kingdom (No 2) 
(ThcTimes November li,1991; Series A 
No 271. pp28-29, paragraph 50} for a 
statement of the major principles 
governing the'necessity" lest. 

Admittedly, it was m the first place for 
the national authorities to assess 
whether there was a "pressing serial 
need" for the restriction and. in making 
their assessment, they enjoyed a certain 
margin ot appreciation. 

. In the present context, however, the 
national margin of appreciation was 
circumscribed by the interest erf demo¬ 
cratic society in ensuring and maintain¬ 
ing a free press. 

Similarly, that interest had to weigh 
heavily in the balance in determining, as 
had to be done under article 10X 
whether rbe restriction was propor¬ 
tionate to the legitimate aim pursued. In 
sum. {imitations on (he confidentially of 
journalistic sources called for the most 
careful scrutiny by the Court. 

The Court* task, in exercising its 
supervisory function, was not to take die 
place uf the national authorities but 
rather to review under article 10 die 
decisions they had taken, pursuant to 
their power of appreciation. 

In so doing, the Court had to look at 
the interference complained of in the 

That threat, “ticking- beneath them 
like-a time bomb", as Lord Donaldson 
had put it in the Court of Appeal, could 
only be- defused," Lord Bridge had 
considered, if they could idsialy die 
source either as himself the thief of the 
stolen copy erf the plan or as a means of 
identifying die thief and thus put the 
company in a position to. institute 
proceedings- for the recnweiy of the ' 
missing document . 

The importance of protecting the 
source. Lord Bridge had concluded, was 
much diminished by. the source's 
complicity, at the very feast, in'a gross 
breach of confidentiality which was not 
counterbalanced by any legitimate in¬ 
terest in publication of the information.. 

The justifications for the disclosure 
order in the present casehad 10 be seen 
in the broader context of die ex parte 
interim injunction -which bad earier 
been granted to the company. 

That injunction had been notified to 
all the national newspapers and rele¬ 
vant journals: The purpose of -the 
disclosure order was to a very large 
extent the same as that already being 
achieved' by the injunction, namely to 
prevent .dissemination of the confiden¬ 
tial information contained in die plan.' 

There was no doubt, according to 
Lord Donaldson in the Court of Appeal 
that the injunction was effective in 
stopping dissemination of the confiden¬ 
tial information fay the press. 

Tetrad creditors, customers, suppliers 
and competitors would hoi therefore 

light of the case as a whole and' come to team of the information 
determine whether the reasons adduced 
by the national authorities to justify it 
were relevant and sufficient. 
(5) Court’s assessment in the particular 

In the instant case, as appeared from 
Lord Bridge's speech in (he House of 
Lords. Terra were granted an order far 
source disclosure primarily on the 
ground of the threat of severe damage to 
their business, and consequently to the 
livelihood of their employees, which 
would arise from disclosure of the 
information in their corporate plan 
while their refinancing negotiations 
were still continuing. 

through the press. A vital component of 
the threat of damage to the company 
had thus already largely ' been 
neutralised by the injunction. 

That being so. in so lar as the 
efisdosnre order merely served to re-, 
in force the injunction, the'additional 
restriction on freedom of expression 
which it entailed was not supported by. 
sufficient reasons for the purposes erf 
article 10-2 of the Convention, 

As to the further purposes served by 
the disclosure ordff, the Court could not 
find that Tetrad interests in eliminating, 
by proceedings against the source,, the 
residual threat of damage through' 

dissemination of the confiden tial 
information otherwise than by the IJ®s, 
in obtaining eampoasation and in 
unmasking a disloyal employee or 
rofiaboralor woe, even if ponsowed 
cumulatively, sufficient to outweigh the 
vital public interest in the protection of 
die appficam journalist* source. 

The farther purposes served by the 
- disclosure order, when measured 
against the standards imposed by the 
Convention could not amount to an 
overriding requirement in d» public 
interest. 

la sum. there was not, to die Courts 
view, a reasonable .relationship of 
proportionality between, the legitimate 
aim pursued by fire disclosure order and 
the raeans^deployed to achieve that aim. 

The order requiring the applicant to 
reveal his source and. the fine imposed 
upon Jura for haring refused to do so 
cookl not be regarded as haring been 

. “necessary in a democratic society” for 
the protection of Tara's rights under 

' English law, notwithstanding-the mar¬ 
gin of approbation available to the 
national authorities. 

Accordingly, the Court concluded. 
Judges Ryssdal. Bernhardt Tbtir 
Vilhjilnisson, Matsdier, Walsh, Sir 
John Fredand and Baka dissenting, that 
both the order requiring the appti&n t to 
reveal his source and the fine Imposed 
upon him for having refused to do so 

. gave rise to a-violation of his right to 
freedom of expression under article 10! 
II Application of article 50 
A Non-pecuniary'damage 

The Cburr considered that the finding 
;. of a violation - constituted adequate 
f .satisfaction far the non-pecuniaiy dam- 
•• age suffered by -. -the . applicant 

(unanimously). 
B Costs sod expenses 

The Court found that the sum ac- 
.. cepted as reasonable by the UK Gwem- 
. matt was adequate in the circumstances 

and thus awarded the applicant 
E37J595L50 (VAT included) for legal costs 
and expenses, less the FFi9,300 already 
paid in legal aid by the Council of 
Europe in respect of legal fees 
(unanimously). \ - 
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Police not immune from negligence suit Only the summons ean be inspected 
Swinney and Another v Chief 
Constable of Northumbria 
Police 
Before Lund Justice Hirer. Lord 
Justice Peter Gibson and Lord 
Justice Ward 
(Judgment March 22| 
Although the police as a matter of 
public policy were in general 
immune from actions for neg¬ 
ligence in respect of their activities 
in the investigation and sup¬ 
pression of crime, that immunity 
could be displaced by other consid¬ 
erations of public policy for the 
protection of the public. 

The Court of Appeal so held 
tf fmissing the appeal of the defen¬ 
dant, the Chief Constable of 
Northumbria Police, against the 
decision of Mr Justice Laws on 
January' 24. 1995. to allow the 
appeal of the plaintiffs. Man. 
Kathleen Swinney and James John 
Swinney. against the order of 
District Judge Lancaster on July 
19. 1994. in Newcastle upon Tyne 
District Registry striking out. 
pursuant to Order IS. rule 19 of the 
Rules of the Supreme Court, the 
plaintiffs' action for damages for 
personal injuries and loss suffered 
by them as a result of the 
negligence of the defendant's offi¬ 
cers on or about April 8. 1991, in 
foiling to keep secure confidential 
information relating to a crime 
supplied to them hy the first 
plaintiff. 

The Court of Appeal allowed 3/i 
amendment to die plaintiffs state¬ 
ment of claim to indude an 
allegation of breach of the duty of 
confidentiality by the officers. 

Mr Jeremy Gompertz. QC and 
Mr Toby Wvnn for the chier 
constable; Mr John Powell. QC 
and Mr Richard G. Craven for the 
plaintiffs. 

LORD JUSTICE HIRST said 
that if the case on the facts as 
pleaded in the statement of claim, 
which the coun had to assume 
were true, was found to be argu¬ 
able. it had in be allowed to 
proceed unless the defendant 
established beyond peradventure 

it was bound to foil. The claim 
alleged that the plaintiffs, wife and 
husband, were tenants of a public 
house in Northumberland. The 
first plaintiff received information 
that could have helped to identify 
the driver of a vehicle which hit 
and killed a police officer on 
March 22. 1991. in Hexham when 
he tried to stop it. 

Thai information, given to one of 
the defendant* officers, was re¬ 
corded in a document which 
included the plaintiffs name. A 
duly of care was owed in the 
storage and safe keeping of the 
information, given in confidence, 
since the defendant's officers knew 
of the violent character of the 
personfs) allegedly involved in the 
crime. 

The information was left in a 
police vehicle and stolen when the 
vehicle was broken into in April 
Wi. The information came into 
the hands of the alleged person(s), 
and as a result the plaintiffs were 
threatened with violence and ar¬ 
son. and suffered psychological 
damage. The plaintiffs were forced 
to give up the tenancy of the 
business they had built up. 

Part of the evidence before Mr 
Justice Laws was a copy of the 
stolen recorded information. It 
slated the first plaintiff's name, 
address, telephone number, and 
several times that her information 
was given in confidence and that it 
was not to be leaked and care was 
to be taken when contacting her. 

The defendants first main sub¬ 
mission was that the claim failed to 
establish the necessary special 
relationship of proximity between 
the plaintiffs and the defendant's 
officers to give rise to a duty of 
care. Mr Justice Laws found that it 
was established. 

His Lordship referred to the two 
main House of Lords authorities: 
Dorset yacht Co Ltd v Home 
Office ft »970| AC 1004, 1970) and 
Hill v Chief Constable of Wes/ 
Yorkshire ft|989[ AC 53. bf-hZ). 

Mr Gompertz. relying on 
Alexaruirou r Oxford (JI993J 4 All 
ER 328. 338), submitted that to 

uphold a relationship of proximity 
in the present case went beyond 
any previous situation where such 
a relationship had been held to 
exisL 

His lordship said that Mr 
Pbwelf was right to submit that, at 
least arguably, the case fell into the 
Dorset Yacht category rather than 
the Hill category' in respect of 
proximity, espeaally with the 
pleaded references to confidential¬ 
ity and the plaintiffs being at 
particular risk. 

Those factors were compelling!;, 
brought out by the text itself of the 
information stolen, with the re¬ 
peated references to keep the first 
plaintiffs identity and information 
confidential 

Thai seemed to show that it was 
at least arguable that a special 
relationship did exist rendering 
the plaintiffs distinguishable from 
the general public as bong 
particularly at risk. Alexandrou 
was arguably distinguishable, es¬ 
pecially as there W3S no element of 
confidentiality in that case, which 
loomed so large in the present. 

The defendant's second mam 
submission was that, even if there 
was arguably a duty of care owed, 
the defendant bad an unarguable 
defence because of the police's 
general immunity based on public 
policy. 

His Lordship, after referring to 
Hill fat p63). Osman v Ferguson 
(119931 4 Afi ER 344. 353-354) and 
ElguzoulTDaf v Commissioner of 
Police of the Metropolis (f>995| QB 
335.349-350). said that Lord Justice 
Steyn in the latter case introduced 
an important qualification: public 
policy might not apply if the 
Crown Prosecution Service or 
police voluntarily assumed 
responsibility. 

Mr Justice Laws, referring to the 
fact that the law had for a long 
time recognised the need to protect 
police informants sn as not to 
discourage them coming forward 
by fear uf risk, said that the present 
was a case in which public policy , 
like Janus, pointed in two direc¬ 
tions. so that a balancing exercise 
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had to be carried out on all the 
draimstances of the case. 

Mr Gompertz criticised the 
judge's approach: there was no 
cunllict between the two arms of 
public policy identified by the 
judge. The Hill case and cases 
subsequent to it created a blanket 
immunity from liability on the 
police, and the only circumstance 
where they might be liable was in a 
case where they deliberately broke 
the confidence. That did not cover 
an inadvertent disclosure, as in the 
present case. 

His Lordship could not accept 
those submissions. The Hill case 
was of the greatest importance, 
and there was nothing in his 
judgment to undermine the prin¬ 
ciple there established. That prin¬ 
ciple could not be completely 
divorced from the circumstances 
highlighted in that case, and in the 
Osman and Elguzouti-Daf cases. 

The police did nor have a blanket 
immunity and other consid¬ 
erations of public policy, as found 
by the judge, had weight: the 
protection of informants and their 
encouragement to come forward 
without fear of risk of their identity 
becoming known to suspects or 
associates. 

Public polity, had to be assessed 
in the round. In the present case 
were the applicable considerations 
advanced in Hill, and on the other 
hand (he considerations relating to 
the protection of informants. Suf¬ 
fice it to say. if all aspedsof public 
policy were considered in the 
round, it was at least arguable the 
general immunity did not apply. 

li was also arguable on die facts 
pleaded that the police did assume 
a responsibility to the plaintiffs, ar 
least to the first plaintiff, on 
confidentiality; that brought into 
play the exception identified in the 
Elguzouli-Daf case. 

Lord Justice Peter Gibson and 
Lord Justice Ward delivered 
concurring judgments. 

Solicitors: Crudes. Newcastle 
ujxrn Tyne: Hay & Kilner. 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Attorney-General v limbrick 
and Others 
pudgment March 20] 
Before Mr Justice Garland 
Particulars of daim and a schedule 
of Joss annexed to a county court 
summons which had been trans¬ 
ferred to the High Court were not 
part of the originating process and, 
unlike the summons, they were not 
rendered public documents by 
Order 63, rule 4(1) of the Rules of 
the Supreme Court. 

Mr Justice Garland so held in 
the Queen's Bench Division when 
refusing the application of (he 
Attorney-General far an order 
restraining Sarah-Jane Limbrick. 

Tun Kelsey. John Witherow and 
Times Newspapers Ltd from 
publishing, disclosing or using 
material that the fira defendant 
had obtained from the court file in 
a High Court medical negligence 
action. 

The action bad been initiated in 
the county court by summons and 
then transferred to the High Court 
The first defendant, a freelance 
journalist came across (he action 
in the central office of the Royal 
Courts of Justice and was handed 
the summons and its annexed 
particulars of daim and a schedule 
of loss. As she ordinarily did in (he1 
course of her duties she made a 
note, returned the documents to 

Street-trading shop 
Wandsworth London Bor¬ 
ough Council v Rosenthal 
and Another 
Before Lord Justice Leggatt and Sir 
Iain Glidewell 
(Judgment March 25] 

The exposing of goods far sale on a 
pavement outside a shop for 
payment within the shop was 
street trading hr the purposes of 
the London Local Authorities Act 
1990. 

The Queen’s Bench Divisional 
Court so held when allowing an 
appeal by way of case stated 
brought by the London Borough of 
Wandsworth against the dismissal 
by Mr Ian Baker. Wells Street 
Stipendiary Magistrate, on July 10. 
1995 of charges against Anita 
Rosenthal and Rohil Shah of 
engaging in street trading on the 
footways outside their shop 
premises without a licence, con¬ 
trary to section 3Sfl) of (he 1990 Ad. 

Section 21 of the 1990 Act 
provides: “01 ... 'street trading* 
means ... the selling or exporing 
or the offering for sate of any 
article... in die street for gain or 
reward." 

Mr Clive Lewis for the council: • 

Mr Neil fitzgibboas far the 
defendants. • . 

SIR IAIN GUDEWELL agreed, 
with the council's submission that 
as similar activities outside 
London were explicitly .excluded 
from the definition of street trading 
by the Local Government (Mis¬ 
cellaneous Provisions) Act 1982, 
Parliament, by not specifically 
excluding the activity in toe 1990 
Act. should be presumed to have, 
intended its inclusion. - 

_ His .Lordship said thar toe 
dichotomy in' the definition of 
street trading under the 1990 Act 
was between the selling or expos¬ 
ing. or toe offering for sate of any 
article. 

Therefore, exposing an artide 
far gain or reward was within the 
definition of street trading and that 
was dearly wbat the defendants 
had been doing. 

Accordingly, the justices lad 
been wrong to find that toe 
exposure by a shopkeeper of goods 
to be sold in the shop on -the 
pavement outside was not street 
trading. 

Sol id tors: Mr M. B. A. Walker. 
Wandsworth; Corsellis. . ■ 
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Allied London Property In¬ 
vestment Lid v Secretary of 
State for the Environment 
and Another 
Before Mr Christopher Lockhart- 
Mummrry. QC 
(Judgment March S] 
The purpose of the powers under 
section 73 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990 id vary con¬ 
ditions subject to which planning 
permission had been granted, was 
to consider the acceptability of 
existing and proposed conditions 
and not to consider the question of 
toe acceptability of rhe dev¬ 
elopment as a matter of principle. 

Mr Christopher Lockhart- 
Mumxnery. QC. silting as a deputy 
judge in toe Queen's Bench Dt- 
siskm. so held when allowing an 
application under section 288 af the 
1990 An by Allied Lindon Prop¬ 
erty Investment Lid (o quash the 
dismissal by the Secrefajy of State 
for the Environment on September 
S. 1995 of an appeal against the 
failure of Swale Borough Council 
to grant, on on application under 
section 73. planning permission in 
mend the time within which an 
application far approval of re¬ 
versed matters could be made 
under on outline consent. 

The oulline planning permission 
had heen granted on appeal on 
February li 1991 fur the amstnic- 
non of a rerail park on toe Isle uf 
Sheppey. Since that date there had 
been a substantial change in 
planning polity in relation to such 
permissions with environmental 
considerations becoming more 
prominent. 

A lack nf commercial interest in 
tor planning permission Jed to 
applications (u extend toe time in 
which to apply for approval of 
reserved manerv A further year 
had been granted but the present 
application was refused on five 
grounds of principle. 

Ms Alice Robinson for toe 
applicant: Mr Timothy St raker for 
die secretary of state. 

HIS LORDSHIP said tool cer¬ 
tain aspects were dear from toe 
decision letter including a failure 
to sex out the parameters of toe 
decision in accordance with the 
criteria set out In section 73 and toe 
inspector had reached his conclu¬ 
sion that it was necessary to re¬ 
assess toe acceptability of toe 
development in principle. 

The applicant had submitted 
that toe only consideration to 
which regard might be had under 
section 73(2) was the timing of the 
development; should it begin 
sower or later? The fact toaf if an 
application were refused and no 
extension granted the existing 
period had already expired so that 
in practice the development 
permitted would not proceed did 
not enable considerations irrele¬ 
vant to (he conditions or timing of 
the development to be brought into 
play. 

The secretary of stair' argued 
that the decision-maker was en¬ 
titled to have regard to the resuli of 
his derision and the effect nf 
varying a condition was that 
development might wke place 
which would appear to be contrary 
to new policies declared since the 
curlier decision. 

In his Lordship's judgment, toe 
projw approach was first that the 
scope of the considerations arising 
under sarion 73(2} was dearly 
significantly more restrictive than 
that arising when toe question of 
principle was at large on a normal 
planning application. Only toe 
qutsrion of conditions could be 
considered. 

Second, the authority had there¬ 
fore to consider the condition, the 
reason for it, ns function and the 
degree to which if made the 
development acceptable. Thai 

would in most caves inevnabty 
involve consideration as to the 
relative impact on material plan¬ 
ning considerations of adhering, to 
the existing condition, as distinct 
from allowing a new condition. 

Third, toe section dearly re¬ 
quired thaL as a matter of 
construction as to its scope, no 
distinction was drawn between toe 
time conditions and other 
conditions. 

Fourth, die decision-maker had 
to consider the development plan 
and otoe- material considerations 
when discharging the exercise 
under section 73. If the dev¬ 
elopment plan had material rele¬ 
vant to toe decision that would 
have legal and policy implications. 

Fifth, it was plainly' right that toe 
dedsion-maker should not exclude 
from his mind the effects erf his 
decision. . 

Sixth, however, the' decision¬ 
maker could not manipulate the 
decision as to whether or not the 
variation erf the condition was 
acceptable, in order to achieve 
purposes which would, tx would 
not result from the implementa¬ 
tion of the planning permission as 
a matter of principle. The purpose 
of the relevant powers was to 
consider the acceptability of exist¬ 
ing and proposed conditions; (hose 
powers could not be exercised for 
toe ulterior purpose which was 
imotved in considering toe ques¬ 
tion erf the acceptability of the 
development as a matter of 
principle. 

On that basis the decision letter 
was dearly flawed. The inspector 
had not considered the relative 
merits or harm, of a&nving toe 
development fa proceed raw as 
distinct from toe merits or harm of 
the developmcnthaving proceeded 
in the reran past 

Solicitors: Kingsley Smith & Co. 
Chatham; Treasury Solicitor. 

the officeand offered a story based 
on ber discoveries to The Sunday 
Times. 

Order 63, rule 4 provides “(l) 
Any person shall, on payment of 
the prescribed fee.- be entitled 
during office boors to search for, 
inspect and take a copy of any of 
toe following documents filed in 
the central office, namely... (a) the 
copy of any writ, of summons or 
other originating process.. 

Mr Ttritfp Havers, QC. for the. 
Atloroey-Genera]; Mr Andrew 
Caldecott. QC and Miss Caroline 
Addy for toe defendants. 

MR JUSTICE GARLAND said 
(hat Mr Caldecott had pointed out 
that a specially endorsed -writ 
would provide as much informa¬ 
tion as toe particulars of claim 
annexed to a county court 
summons. 

The defendants*stance that what 
Miss limbrick had been handed in 
(he- central office to inspect, and 
copy was covered fay Order 63, rule 
4 was entirely reasonable. 
Correspondingly, the practice in 
(he office of treating a summons- 
arid annexed particulars of daim 
analogously to a specially en¬ 
dorsed writ could not be criticised. 

Wbeiher, as a matter of law. that 
was correct was the fundamental 
issue. 

His Lordship was persuaded 
thai for toe purposes of Order 63. 
rule 4 the originating process was 
toe county coun summons. His 
Lordship had to discern what was i discern what was 

toe process which commenced the 
action toad that was the issue of the 
summons which would contain 
such information as had been 
inserted on its face. 

- If die particulars-of-daim . were 
squeezed into the box an the 
summons there would be less in 
the public domain than if toe 
action had. been commenced by 
writ, but toe particulars of daim 
enclosed or annexed could not be 
regarded as constituting a one and 

. indivisible originating process. 
However, neither justice nor 

convenience required fas Lordship 
to make an order pertaining to 
contempt. The fourth defendant 
did not Bitend to pass on the 
information to another newspaper 
and had refrained from. either 

• publishing # or making use of it. 
pending the outcome of the 
proceedings. 

There would be artificiality in 
restraining the fourth defendant 
from using toe parpcularrof daim 
as opposed fa what was on the 
summons and there was no mis¬ 
chief in allowing them to disclose 
what would, almost inevitably have 
been discovered by investigation. 

it was sufficient that the court 
had been aide fa define the limits of 
contempt m the circumstances of 
the case by making it dear that in a 
transferred county aunt action, 
only-the summons was open-to 
inspection under Order 63, rule 4. 

Solicitors: - Treasury Solidfari 
Mr Alastair Brett. Wapping; 
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Although you cannot take the children to one of these 
exciting attractions, at Easter, there are other bank holidays 
in May, when you can take advantage of this offer. * ' 

HOW TO APPLY 

You need to attach Jour titffefentiy numbered tokens from 77w Times 
(no photocopies will be accepted) to a completed entry form which 
appeared on Saturday and fo yesterday's paper. Mom tokens will be 

.pubtehed-daifyurtfi nfatfnext Saturday. Match 30, iqqb. 
Present them at the tiejest office of the attraction you.vtsit 
You aim entitled to up to . -'»*■ ***’™ ^ _ 

twofree chBd entries per J THE^BfeTIMES ^ 
party when paying one frill | L- - _ - ^ I 
adrift admission. , . ' J 

The entry-form pjus.pjkons J- mrin o . irix n ■ 
can only be used Tor one visit t. . .'I 1] \ \ I || \ I 
toanyonesttiactkxvarf^ect J- ; * - ” 1 
to avallaMSy. _ ' ~ ". ' Coffer— I 

Thb offer exchKfestte - I 1 I 
Easter weekend and cannot 1 . = IOKEN FIVE I 
be ifiedfocxjnjunctidnwlto ' Offer exekides Eastw Aorfsji™. « 
any other offer. . J? **■ I 
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Tim Waterstone on the broad scope and high drama of a cultural chameleon’s encounter withPg£kAg 
_ " 1 ' i i ii ~   frir ruired«<i 

O 
ne cff the problems with 
reviewing a Melvyn Bragg 

_ novel is how to keep an 
open mind. We see him on our 
television screens engaging with 
writers as diverse as Martin Amis, 
Dame Barbara Card and. Edward 
AJbee and Tom Sharpe, so it is 
difficult not to build up expecta¬ 
tions about the kind of fiction 
which might emerge from tin's 
cultural chameleon. 

He is perhaps particularly vul¬ 
nerable when his novels — most 
recently A Time To Dance and 
Crystal Rooms — have a contem¬ 
porary theme. The voice is not 
experimental enough to save 
Bragg from that school of criticism 
which does no more than com¬ 
plain that he has neither the 
surreal comic qualities of. say. 
Thomas Pynchon nor the bizarre 
elegance of, say, Muriel Spark. 
Why should he be expected to? 

In Credo he Has returned to the 
form of the historical novel with 
which he had a notable success 
nine years ago in The Maid of 

A romance of miracles and saints 
CREDO 

By Melvyn Bragg 
Sceptre, £16.99 

Buttermere. What emerges is a 
gripping saga of great passion, 
driven by prose of furious energy. 

Credo is set in the final decades 
of the 7th century, when the 
warrior code of the Dark Ages was 
in confused conflict with the civilis¬ 
ing influences of the early Church. 
The narrative centres on the semi- 
mythical figure of Bega, a young 
Irish princess who has been 
blessed with a fragment of the 
True Cross. She falls in love with 
the man who has given her 
knowledge - her tutor PStdric, 
prince of the British kingdom of 
Rheged. They are banished to 
Britain by her father after the 

murder of a rapist nobleman who 
was to be her husband. 

There follows a lifelong struggle 
between Bega*s vocation as a bride 
of Christ, and her passion for 
P&dric. Bega’s journey of spiritual 
uncertainty is at the core of the 
bode, as she is charged to “live for 
the faith" -*• despite her naturally 
wilful inclination to die for it 

Striving to distinguish God’s 
will from her own, she is persuad¬ 
ed by Saint Cuthbert to renounce 
Padric and dedicate her life to 
God: she enters the Abbey of 
Whitby under the tutelage of 
Abbess Hilda, then founds a 
nunnery on the western coast. 

padric, still longing for mar¬ 
riage to Bega, finds his life 
absorbed in the struggle to free 
Rheged from its Northumbrian 
overlords. Bragg draws for us a 
Britain locked in bloody conflict 

Bragg: elemental sensibility 

between the Celtic and Roman 
factions of the Church, a land 
shadowed by years of war, plague 
and famine. Bega and Padric work 
out their lives in agonising separa¬ 
tion; finally, with Padric on his 
deathbed, they are movingly 
reunited. 

The emotional pacing of the love 
story is well sustained against a 
large canvas of events and charac¬ 
ters, some fictional, some drawn 
from historical accounts. Bragg 
seems wholly comfortable with the 
sweep of the period, in his own 
words an age “of saints, scholars, 
miracles, abbeys, gospels, crosses 
and tiie survival of the British”. 

The physical privations and 
brutish militarism of the time are 
robustly portrayed, and the social 
and religious framework feels 
authentic in its details. Bragg lists 
the breadth of his reading, and 
emphasises that his controlling 
text has been the Venerable Bede's 
A History of The English Church 
And People. 

Of course, the dead hand of 
history can overwhelm fiction of 
this kind but what is impressive 
and moving in Credo is the texture 

of the world that Bragg evokes. 
Known for his love of the Roman¬ 
tics, it seems that he has found in 
the Dark Ages another penoa 
when landscape and inner life 
merged into one another, rjj 
succeeds in creating a world 
dominated by the elements, where 
the characters’ spiritual anxieties 
find constant correspondence in 
the physical world around them. 
Bega suffers “days like cliffs", her 
father's anger is a “storm of blood 
in his brain”, and the image of 
battle seems to seep into every 
aspect of the characters' lives. 

lerhaps as a consequence of 
1 this elemental sensibility, 
the writing is sometimes 

overloaded with sensations and 
occasionally knotted with epithets 
to the point of obscurity. This is a 
very long novel, and with the 

Pi 

prevailing fashion for pared-down 
prose, the headlong tysh and 
occasional clumsiness of Bragg’s 
writing will not be to everyone's 
laste. was puzzled too byjhe 
omission of Caedmon, the first 
named English poet, who lived at 
Whitby under St Hilda: h is surely 
too good an opportunity to miss 
our the father of English poetry. 

But these are minor quibbles 
against what is undoubtedly a 
sustained, impassioned and ujdift- 
ine work of papular hisfoiKal 
fiction. There is a far-reaching. 
imagination at work here, , and- 
many of the sequences have a 
thrilling power, ranging from the 
battles and sea voyages to the 
more intimate scenes of love and 
visions. He should achieve a wide 
audience, reawakening interest in 
this most dramatic but these days 
little considered period in our 
nation's history. 

Tim Waterstone's third novel. A 
Passage of Lives, will be published . 
in August by Hodder Headline - 

HftIDGEMAN ART U8RAHY 

Creating 
language 

at a 
stroke 

“fT ■ "1o be groomed by a 
I monkey is to experi- 
1 ence primordial 
M emotions ... the 

gradual surrender to another's 
avid fingers sliding expertly 
across bare skin... You begin 
to relax into the sheer intensity 
of the business.” These words 
from the beginning of Robin 
Dunbar's book lead one to 
wonder how professors of 
psychology at the University of 
Liverpool spend their spare 
time. 

But it soon becomes dear 
that this book is an attempt to 
pad out a smallish, interesting 
theory on the relationship 
between primate grooming 
and speech .into a whole 
popularising book on the be¬ 
ginnings of language. 

Until recently. language ori- S’n was a disreputable, even 
rbidden subject among seri¬ 

ous scholars. It was banned by 
the Linguistic Society of Paris 
in 1866, and in 1874 the linguist 
Wiliam Dwight Whitney 
commented: "The greater part 
of what is said and written 
upon it is mere windy talk." 
But this has all changed. 
Reportedly, over a dozen 
books on the topic are due out 
this year, and Dunbar’s is one 
of the first. 

His book centres on the 
grooming-gossip theory — 
that friendly chat is a replace¬ 
ment activity for the manual 
grooming of other primates. 
This idea is not new. The 
image of stroking with words 
occurs in Shakespeare, who 
makes Caliban in The Tem¬ 
pest complain: “When thou 
earnest first, thou strok’dst me, 
and mad's! much of me” and 
the notion of chi tier-chatter as 
“grooming talk" was popular¬ 
ised over a quarter of a century 
ago by Desmond Morris in his 
book 77ie Naked Ape (1967). 
But Dunbar attempts to ac¬ 
count for the grooming-gossip 
link. 

His theoiy is based crucially 
on group size. Human societ¬ 
ies, he argues: "contain buried 
within them a natural group¬ 
ing of around 150 people". 

Jean Aitchison 

GROOMING, 
GOSSIP AND 

THE EVOLUTION 
OF LANGUAGE 

By Robin Dunbar 
Faber. £15.99 

This, he suggests, is "the 
number of people you would 
not feel embarrassed about 
joining uninvited for a drink if 
you happened to bump into 
them in a bar". It’s roughly the 
number of living descendants 
an ancestral couple might 
have produced in hunter-gath¬ 
erer societies. 

It’S also the number typical¬ 
ly found in the villages of the 
earliest farmers, and is 
claimed to be the ideal maxi¬ 
mum size for a church congre¬ 
gation or a fighting unit. This 
150 is too many for mutual 
manual grooming. Talking as 
a replacement is not so time- 
consuming, and allows more 
than one person to be 
“groomed" at the same time. As others have pointed 

out. and as Dunbar 
himself admits, it is 
"very easy to play the 

numerologist and find num¬ 
bers to fit whatever size your 
theory requires". So he is not 
necessarily right in his num¬ 
bers game. But he has made 
perhaps the first serious at¬ 
tempt to link the observation 
that language is a substitute 
for grooming with a possible 
explanation for why tins came 
about. This then, is the core of 
the book, which is fleshed out 
with discussions and dia¬ 
grams showing the relation¬ 
ship between brain size, group 
size and grooming time. 

Yet a basic problem is that 
increased brain size in 
humans correlates not only 
with group size, but also with 
other variables, such as an 
improved diet, especially 
meat-eating, and also with an 
ability to deceive, known as 

Language may have replaced manual grooming: The Lesson in the Use of the Fan (detail), Abraham Solomon (1824-62) 

the Machiavellian intelligence 
hypothesis. Successful decep¬ 
tion requires a “theory of 
mind", an ability to imagine 
the viewpoint of others. 

At one time the Machiavel¬ 
lian intelligence supporters 
were at loggerheads with the 
gossip-grooming proponents. 
But Dim bar has now accepted 
that the two ideas are comple¬ 
mentary. not contradictory, 
since both involve an increase 
in sophisticated social mani¬ 
pulation. 

Dunbar brings in further 
findings to back up his claims: 
we are naked apes, and lack 

the hair which makes exten¬ 
sive manual grooming useful. 
He adopts the theory (not his 
own) that a move to less 
heavily forested woodlands 
exposed proto-humans to ex¬ 
tensive heat from the sun. An 
animal which walks upright 
and is naked will keep cool 
better, with hair retained 
above all an the head, the 
surface mainly exposed to the 
sun at midday. 

This book then provides a 
useful overview of some pos¬ 
sible language triggers. But 
when it comes to language 
itself, the author is dearly 

floundering, and is unaware 
of recent ideas — perhaps not 
surprising in someone who 
apart from his grooming-gos¬ 
sip work is best known for his 
study of the social strategies of 
gelada baboons. His com¬ 
ments on actual speech are 
sparse, and sometimes inaccu¬ 
rate, as with his brief excursus 
into the reconstruction of early 
languages. 

In all, fewer than a dozen 
linguistics writers are men¬ 
tioned, not ail of them correct¬ 
ly spelt, and the bibliographi¬ 
cal notes on animals which 
have been taught a language 

system are attached to the 
wrong chapter. 

Overall, the author has sur¬ 
rounded a kernel of interesting 
speculation with a wrapping 
of airy persiflage, some of it 
misleading. But he has shown 
that gossip about gossip is 
more than "mere windy talk". 

Jean Ailcftison is the Rupert 
Murdoch Professor of Lan¬ 
guage and Communication at 
Oxford University; her book 
The Seeds of Speech: Lan¬ 
guage. Origin and Evolution 
will be published in April by 
Cambridge University Press 

Secret love and 
a true heroine 

From 1913 until the death 
of his first wife, Marga¬ 
ret. in 1941. David Lloyd 

George was in effect a biga¬ 
mist. In the former year he 
pledged himself secretly to 
Frances Stevenson, a woman 
young enough to be his daugh¬ 
ter. Indeed, part of her appeal 
to him was that she had 
known his eldest daugher. 
Mair, and reminded him of 
her in certain ways. (Mair’s 
death in 1007 was the worst 
bereavement he ever suffered.) 

His love for Frances was far 
more than the infatuation of a 
middle-aged man for an at¬ 
tractive young woman. She 
also made herself indispens¬ 
able to him in his work. Well 
educated, wiih a classics de¬ 
gree from Royal Holloway 
College, she also mastered 
shorthand and typing. Having 
a French-Italian mother, she 
spoke excellent French, and so 
was able to interpret and 
translate for Lloyd George. 
With these attainments she 
became an extremely compe¬ 
tent private secretary, and 
history owes her a great debt 
for preserving Lloyd George’s 
papers. Before she came into 
his life he hardly bothered to 
open most of the letters he 
received, and kept very few. 

While rruddng her his clan¬ 
destine "wife", he explained 
that there could be no question 
of ending his marriage to 
Margaret, because divorce 
would destroy him as a politi¬ 
cian. In truth he never wanted 
to be divorced from Margaret, 
who continued to be his equal 
partner in a sense that Frances 
never was. Nevertheless two 
years after Margaret’s death 
he made an “honest woman" 
of Frances, despite the fury of 
some members of his family: 
and by accepting an earldom 
just before his own death in 
1945 he finally made her a 
countess. 

She was genuinely devoted 
to him and for three decades 
bad to put up with a position 
that was embarrassing and 
equivocal. In middle life she 
had a serious love affair with 
another man. Colonel T. F. 
Tweed, who was chief 
organiser of the Liberal Party 
when Lloyd George was its 
leader. During this time (in 
October 1928) she gave birth to 
a daughter, Jennifer, of whom 
Lloyd George and Tweed each 
believed himself to be the 
father. 

Either may have been right 
in the absence of scientific 
evidence the matter can never 
be conclusively resolved. But 
Lloyd George treated Jennifer 
as his own flesh and blood; 

John Grigg 

FRANCES, -. 
COUNTESS 

LLOYD GEORGE 
More than a Mistress 

By Roth Longford 
Gracewing, £1539. 

and Tweed, when he died in . 
1940. left her £500, as wdl as 
£2.000 to Frances. 

Ruth Longford is Jerioifcrls 
eldest child. She was 15 when 
her grandmother died in l972, 
so she writes with the benefit 
of personal knowledge. Her 
book throws new light en s 
fascinating stray, andha^the 
merit — not always found 
when biography is write by 
close relations -7o£ Txdng 
critical as well as laudatory. 

On the debit CTfc^nair* 
tive is at rimerrtfijercBnr 
fused, and mteiSdifbEghtfo 
be explained;j Is.' faten for 
granted. Fafaijbjity ■- .with 
Lioyd Georg^career is more 
or less assumed, and Frances's 
background - is' sketchily, 
described, as is Tweed's..We- , 
do learn, however, that he was. - j 
a best-selling novelist, aref 1 
passages most revealing ; 
Lloyd George and Frances (iff - 
fictitious guise) are quoted , 
from one of his novels, 
Rinehartt (1933). 7 

The strangest aspect efr: 
the book concerts" 
Frances's attitude tti-- 

Jennifer. Though she seerasto y 
have yearned for a child, she",;: 
was hardly the wannest 
mothers, pretending even.1?. , 
Jennifer that she was the dnkt'. 
of missionaries killed in-Cbi-.- 
na, whom she (Frances) bad 
adopted. 

This myth was maintained , 
to protect not only Lloyd 
George's reputation, but abo 
evidently her own, since in the1 
autobiography that sbe wrote 
long after Lloyd GeorgeS _ 
death she proposed to repeat 
it, until advised by Jenmfer 
either to tell the truth or nS 
mention her at all. . 

As a result Jennifer is not 
mentioned in her raothtfS 
autobiography, though it con¬ 
tains an admission fait 
Frances was Lloyd George^ 
mistress. When, late in her fife" 
she was asked on tdeviskaLjl- 
she minded never having bad 
children, she replied: “Lloyd 
George was my child." _ 

Anyone who knows Jennifer1 
Longford can wily marvel at 
the balance and serenity of her: 
character. She is the tru& 
heroine of her daughter^ 
book. 

sen 

, ;-i ■ • * 

f. r 

Here is a drowned 
man, “white and 
bloated as soggy 

bread". Here are rich, countiy- 
club girls, “their hard, smooth 
bodies like car fenders". Here 
is the realm of the perfect 
image, so simple and precise 
that it is almost possible to 
believe it always existed. These 
two collections of short stories 

b provide landscapes wherein 
such images may be set like 
follies: is there any more to it 
than that? 

All literary lineages are 
complex, and it is facile to 

„ attempt to trace a hard and 
fast ancestry. But Haningway 
once claimed that “all modem 

_ American literature” is out of 
Huck Finn: it could be argued 
that the modem American 
story is descended directly 

n from Hemingway, with Ste¬ 
phen Crane and Sherwood 
Anderson — among others — 

• as cousins. 
Hemingway tried to .. put 

down what rally happened in 
o action: what the actual things 

were which produced the emo¬ 
tion that you experienced.., " 
And so Ernest Hemingway 
begat Raymond Carver, 
whose tales, hinging on a 
moment of perception that 
cuts through the world's noise, 
have influenced many of the 
present generation of Ameri¬ 
can story-writers. 

No ten 
dollar 
words 
Erica Wagner 

THE POINT 
By Charles D’Ambrosio 

Flamingo, (9.99 

A STRANGER IN 
THIS WORLD 
By Kevin Canty 

Viking. £1330 

His shadow is dearly visible 
on the stories of both 
D’Ambrosio and Canty — 
particularly in those of the 
former. In Lyricism Ratter 
tackles Joan for not much 
reason and pulls her down in 
the grass; in American Bull¬ 
frog, Freddie and Regimbal 
collide: “this, in its own way, 
was a kind of discussion we 
were having, a debate". 
D'Ambrosio’s stories — set in 
a Pacific North West where 
Boeing have laid off 60.000 
workers — do not seek to 
explain confusion but reflect it 

But this makes misjudgment 
treacherous: the final image of 
The Point has a writing-school 
neatness that a more delicate, 
less abrasive tale, such as 
Jacinto, avoids. 

But it is Canty who most 
effectively deploys Heming¬ 
way’s tactic, particularly in 
Pretty Judy, about a boy’s half- 
unwilling and yet inexorable 
liaison with a mentally handi¬ 
capped giri. This tale makes 
the reader's emotions of fasri- 
nation and disgust a mirror of 
the boy’s compulsion. Dogs 
risks the awkward second- 
person, but its compression 
allows it to escape contrivance, 
and makes immediate the 
beautiful bodies of dogs killed 
for no reason other than 
"moving to new apt." 

In Canty’s final, title story. 
Candy Collins, feeling dis¬ 
joined from life by her hus¬ 
band’s death, “liked herself 
best when she was almost 
nothing” In a certain sense all 
the characters in these collec¬ 
tions are strangers in the 
world, retreating from its ran¬ 
dom mysteries into the tiny, 
almost meaningless acts over 
which they have some control. 
In doing so, they reveal a 
kinship with an older literary 
line than might first have 
appeared: like Melville's 
Bartleby, they simply prefer 
not to. 

After all, he loved his mother 
EDVARD RADZINSKY is a 
journalist and playwright, 
and his biography of Stalin 
has more dramatic flourish 
than scholarly analysis. Per¬ 
haps only specialists need now 
be concerned with the details 
of the career. Stalinist terror, 
however, does not yet convert 
into history. Responsible for it, 
was Stalin mad or bad? 

Naturally he look care to 
■leave few psychological dues, 
and certainly no confessional 
equivalent of Mein Kampf. 
Radzinsky makes much of the 
access he has had to the 
presidential and other ar¬ 
chives which had been closed, 
but little more than juicy 
titbits are to be garnered from 
them. As usual with Stalin, 
intelligent guess work must 
amplify the facts. 

Surviving letters show that 
Stalin remained on kindly but 
distant terms with his mother 
in Georgia. He was indifferent 
to everyone else. Medical 
records reveal that Nadezhda, 
his second wife, committed 
suicide just before she was due 
for a cancer operation: per¬ 
haps she did not kill herself 
solely to be rid of him, as 
usually maintained. 

David Pryee-Jones 

STALIN 
By Edvard Radzinsky 
Hodder & Stoughton. £25 

LIFE AND TERROR 
IN STALIN’S RUSSIA 
By Robert W. Thurston 

Yale. £1830 

One- of Radinsky'S new 
documents is the diary of 
Maria Svanidze, a woman 
who was both the wife of 
Stalin’s former brother-in-law 
and a dose friend of 
Nadezhda’s. Evidently and 
rightly, she. anticipated arrest 
and wrote her diary to serve as 
testimony in her favour, but 
still it catches the various 
dreads in tiie inner dnde. 

Quick to grasp the essen¬ 
tials of any argument, Stalin 
also had an outstanding mem¬ 
ory, None of his colleagues 
and rivals trusted him, but 
they distrusted each other 
more. Exploiting every open¬ 
ing, Stalin was intimidating. 
Radzinsky sees him as ener¬ 
gised simultaneously by hot 
rage and cold calculation, a 

BHIDQEMAN 

Stalin; left no confession 

master plotter sitting through 
the night in the Kremlin and 
marking. death lists, bad 
enough to seem mad but sane 
by totalitarian standards. Lust 
for power is the key. 

Stalin is held to have pan¬ 
icked at the German invasion 
in 1941, and to have hidden 
himself away for days on end. 
Radzinsky has found the cal¬ 
endar of his engagements and 
the diary of an administrative 
assistant which establish that 

Stalin was in his office for all 
but 48 hours of the initial 
period, with Politburo mem¬ 
bers and his generals. Rage 
was again the uppermost emo¬ 
tion. rage with his own mis¬ 
taken assumption that Hitler 
would act logically. 

Rage and calculation turned 
into outright paranoia after 
the war. Eastern and Central 
Europe were now his. he had 
the nuclear weapon, and he 
prepared for the apocalyptic 
triumph of communism. A 
month before he died, he was 
heard to declare: "If the impe¬ 
rialist gentlemen feel like 
going to war. there is no more 
suitable moment for us than 
nus," Radzinsky interprets it 
literally. 

finally Radzinsky traced 
someone by the name of Peter 
Lozgachev. who had been on 
duty in the dacha at the 
moment of Stalin’s death. 
From this man's story it seems 
to Radzinsky that Stalin’s 
would-be successors deliber¬ 
ately denied him medical help, 
and possibly even made sure 
that he would die. 

No Russian of any distino 
tion has yet tried to argue in 
Stalin’s favour, and it is left to 

a few Western historians to 
claim that he was not so bad. 
Robert W. Thurston is an ex¬ 
ample. In his considered opt¬ 
ion. Stalin was often at a loss, 
not to say powerless, infl* 
enced by others and even by 
public opinion. In turn Rus" 
si ails fought hard in .ti* 
Second World War because 
they admired him. State Pros¬ 
ecutor Andrei Vyshinsky. *8® 
shouted: “Shoot the mad 
dogs" at the accused, was 
concerned with fine points of 
judicial procedure. 

NOT SO MANY were kfifed 
in the terror after ail — pfefaT 
survived, and the more deplor¬ 
able excesses were over Iff 
1939 (those murdered in Jolt 
ing cydes between 1940 and 
1953 for some reason need in* 
be taken into account)- • 

Revisionism of this sort, as 
of Nazism, proves only lack® 
unagination about life fa a 
setting without any of fa* 
usual moral assumption 
Some unhappy Russians at® 
so terrified of the future fa®* 
they are willing to be duped 
about the past Bur an Axneft. 
OMt professor has no’sudk 
excuse. 
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« The complexities of complicity 
Gitta Sereny on 
the shared guilt 

for a nation’s 
old wrongs Of all the events in modem 

history, probably none has 
been more exhaustively 
written about than the Na¬ 

zis’ murder of the Jews. And here now, 
51 years on. is another cri de eoeur. 

Daniel Jonah Goldhagen is a 
young assistant professor of govern¬ 
ment and social studies at Harvard 
(where his father. Erich, who survived 
the Nazi camps, is a visiting lecturer in 
Jew ish studies}. Hitlers Willing Execu¬ 
tioners retains many of the characteris¬ 
tics of the 1994 doctoral dissertation 
from which ii originates. But he is 
clever and a talented researcher even if. 
in parts of this passionately angry 
book, the talent is ill-used. 

He sets out to prove that what he 
calls “elimination]st" anti-Semitism 
dominated German public thinking 
from ar least 1845.The general view in 
Germany for more than a century, he 

HITLER’S WILLING 
EXECUTIONERS 

By Daniel Jonah Goldhagen 
Little. Brown. £20 

writes, was of Jews as “corrosive" 
“malevolent" and “incompatible with 
Germans". This led to the conviction 
that they had to be “eliminated" — in 
those early years preferably by conver¬ 
sion to Christianity. 

Quotations from newspapers or 
public personalities of the time are 
carefully selected to support this thesis. 
There is no attempt to present compar¬ 
ative views. He omits the fact, for 
example, that the emancipation move¬ 
ment in Germany during the I9ih 
century was sufficiently strong and 
successful that great numbers of Jews 
chose Germany as their refuge from 
the pogroms in Eastern Europe and 
were welcomed there. 

By skimming over the liberalism of 
the Weimar Republic (where, inciden¬ 
tally a Jew, Jakob Riesser. was Vice- 
President of the Reichstag), he arrives 
at the conclusion that as the majority of 
Germany’s Jews rejected the “benign" 
solution of baptism, this “elimina¬ 
tion] st" anti-Semitism, deeply in¬ 
grained in the German personality, 
inevitably led to extermination. 

Part U of the book deals with the 
German perpetrators: in occupied 
Eastern Europe, in the concentration 
a,?! labour camps, and on the “death 
marches" at the end of the war. 

Only the last part here is new, his 
descriptions starkly telling. Much of 
rhe rest of the material was derived 
from the same source as Christopher 
Browning’s instant classic Ordinary 
Men (1992) with which he followed up a 
shocking collection of letters and 
statements in Those Were The Days 
and God With Us by the German 
writers KJee, Dressen and Riess. 
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“Germans! Defend Yourselves! Pont Shop with Jews!" Photographing those who break a boycott of Jewish stores in Berlin, 193& the pictures would later be publicly displayed 

Nonetheless, it is of value for 
Goldhagen to emphasise once more, as 
he does, that the murder of the Jews 
was not limited to the gas diambers in 
occupied Poland and that an enormous 
number of “ordinary" Germans — not 
the SS, but young soldiers, and 
policemen trained for traffic control — 
enthusiastically murdered Jews (by 
shootings) in Eastern Europe. But in his need to prove 

virtually all Germans individ¬ 
ually, uniquely monstrous he 
yet again fails to provide the 

context essential to real understanding. 
He barely mentions the age-old violent 
anti-Semitism in Eastern Europe, die 
many thousands of virulently anti- 
Semitic auxiliaries the Germans re¬ 
cruited there, all of whom if anything 
outdid them in brutality and essential¬ 
ly enabled them to cany out the 
genocide. His manifest purpose to 
evaluate German anti-Semitism in 
isolation from the surrounding world 
is historically indefensible: 

Throughout the book and the 126 
pages of largely editorialising notes the 
author determinedly chooses the facts 
to suit his purpose. Could one imagine, 
he writes, that the Danes or Italians 
could have brutalised Jewish men. 
women and children? We don’t have to 
imagine, for we know — as of course he 
did too before he asked his disingenu¬ 
ous question — that of all European 

nations, these are precisely the two 
who protected their Jews. 

In an imaginative paragraph — me 
can only say a fantasy — he paints a 
picture of German killers walking 
through the woods next to children on 
the way to the killing ground. With 
what emotions, he asks, did these men 
gaze. say. at an eight or twelve-year- 
old girl ... a delicate little human 
being? As one reads this, one feels this 
is written by a man in an ivory tower 
who knows and understands nothing. 

“There were so many children; did 
they ever make you think, of your 
children, of how you would feel in the 
position of their parents?" I asked 
Franz Stangl, Commandant ofTrebliiv 
ka. He .looked astonished at my 
question. “No", he said after some 
thought “1 can’t say I ever thought that 
way. You see... how can I explain... I 
rarely saw them as individuals... they 
were naked... running... driven with 
whips.. 

The method of depersonalising nudi¬ 
ty. and running en masse, planned by 
monster psychologists in Berlin, 
worked only too well. Far from 
noticing any delicate little girls, the 
Jews, once undressed, ceased to be 
human beings for these German 
killers, who, in their mass orgies, 
ceased being individuals. 

Mr Goldhagen is too intent on 
proving his preconceived and far too 
simplistic explanation for the murder 

of the Jews: that they were killed, nor 
because of Hitler’s manic ideology and 
his extraordinary ability to convince 
his people that bad was good; and not 
because the Germans were slaves to 
authority and. with few' exceptions, 
devoid of civic courage. The Jews died, 
he says, over and over as if repetition 
could make it so, because the majority 
of 60 million Germans wanted them 
dead, knew about the murders and 
took whatever part they could in them. 

Countless historians and thinkers 
have shown over the past 50 years that, 
whatever the degree of anti-Semitism 
in Germany, such a total istic notion is 
nonsense. But Goldhagen scorns all of 
them. Youthfully dispensing criticism 
and advice as to how they could and 
should do better, he disregards the 
fundamentals of social and political 
analysis. “Stop referring to them as 
Nazis," he cries, and one senses his 
agony. “They were Germans, Ger¬ 
mans, Germans." Can one write a 
book such as this in this degree of pain? 

Worst of all, his thesis shows that he 
has not yet understood the truth 
history has proved: that murderous 
bigotry is not ingrained in the charac¬ 
ter of any one nation but is part of the 
human condition. It is not only young 
Germans who, as did happen after 
1945. needed to be retaught humanity, 
but all our children, white, blade, 
brown and yellow, need to learn this 
now and for evermore. 

And they lived unhappily ever after 
' n order to make up for the 

disappointment of not 
. being queen, “she wished 
reign in the hearts of all 
xl people by the charm of 
■ person and the real beauty 
her soul”. The sentiments, 
jeh have an oddly contem- 
-ary ring, were in fact those 
a 17th-century princess, 

nrietta Anne, sister of 
arles H. better known 
ler her pet name. Minette. 
Tie disappointment which 
neae suffered was to be 
-hied by her first cousin, 
its XIV, as being too young, 
thin and too unimportant, 

consequence she was mar- 
1 off to his brother, “Mon- 
xi” Philippe Due d'Orleans, 
I as "Madame." the first 
y of the French court after 
Queen, did indeed reign in 
umber of French hearts, 
levertheless, Minette’s first 
? and loyalty was to her 
ther. King Charles across 
water. Minette retained a 
:hing sense of her own 
liny as an English princess, 
vas faithful and discreet 
lette whom King Louis and 
g Charles used as the 
duit for their clandestine 
otiations which resulted in 
Secret Treaty of Dover of 
). Her premature death 
rtly afterwards robbed 

Antonia Fraser 

THE STUART 
PRINCESSES 

By Alison Ptowden 
Alan Sutton. £17.99 

Charles II not only of a trusted 
emissary but also of “my 
dearest sister": a woman who 
loved him totally and 
unselfishly. 

Minette was by no means 
rhe exception in the Smart 
dynasty in preferring her own 
family’s interests to those of 
her adopted country. The Stu¬ 
art Princesses reveals that 
Minette was only the most 
charming example of an expa¬ 
triate loyalist. 

The princesses in question 
range from Elizabeth, daugh¬ 
ter of James 1. bom in 1596. to 
Anne, daughter of James II, 
who reigned from 1702 to 1714. 
Mary, the eldest daughter of 
Charles I, was married off to 
William of Orange when she 
was nine and he 15. After the 
marriage, the young pair were 
officially “bedded." which 
meant that, since Mary was 
too young for real consumma¬ 
tion to take place, their bare 
legs had to be seen to touch. At 
one point the Princess’s night- 

Chaxies, James and Mary, three of Charles I’s children 

gown had to be slit up the side 
with a pair of shears in order 
to satisfy the observers, Eng¬ 
lish and Dutch. After this nervous start. 

Mary as Princess qf 
Orange continued to 

regard her position as an 
English princess as infinitely 
superior to that of a princess of 
Orange. Even when her 
father's fortunes sank lower 
and lower during the . Civil 
War. Mary still wished the 
Dutch to give him total sup¬ 
port. William of Orange died 
young. Mary’s only diild — 
the future William III — was 
bom after his death when she 

was just 19. Typically. Mary 
wanted the boy to be named 
Charles, but the Dowager 
Princess of Orange insisted 
that it was an unlucky name, 
and so William it was. 

In the course of time this 
young William of Orange was 
married to his first cousin, 
another Stuart princess 
named Mary, daughter of the 
future James II. Mary wept 
bitter rears when she was 
condemned — as she saw it — 
to leave her beloved country 
and friends for Holland. In 
vain Charles Li’s kindly wife, 
Catherine of Braganza. tried to 
console her, pointing out that' 
when she made her own 

bridal journey from Pbrtugal 
she had never even seen her 
future bridegroom. “But mad¬ 
am," replied Mary unanswer¬ 
ably. “you came into England; 
but I am going out of Eng¬ 
land." Little did Mary know 
that time’s revolutions would 
bring Mary to occupy, jointly 
with William, her father’s 
English throne. 

In general, Plowden deploys 
her extensive knowledge of 
Tudor and Stuart times to 
provide a series of skilfully 
written studies for those who 
like to read historical stories 
featuring real princesses rath¬ 
er than fairy tales. But it has to 
be said that most of the stories 
are sad ones. Saddest of all is 
perhaps the fate of Elizabeth, 
daughter of Charles 1, who 
died in captivity at Caris- 
brooke Castle, at the age of 15. 

Yet few of the arranged 
royal marriages proved 
happy. However, one did turn 
into a love match: that was the 
union of James I’s daughter 
Elizabeth and Frederick, the 
Elector Palatine. This Eliza¬ 
beth also bore an enormous 
family, most of whom sur¬ 
vived. It is perhaps a good 
augury ro reflect that the 
present Queen descends from 
this robust Elizabeth, rather 
than her more fragile cousins. 

Fission 
reaction 

MICHAEL ARDmTS sec¬ 
ond novel is about all sorts of 
things: parenthood, sexual 
choice, the ties of blood, reli¬ 
gion, celebrity, prejudice, 
media intrusion, child abuse, 
the law. 

Big topics all, they need a 
big container, and get one. The 
suspicion lingers that there is 
another thing this book is 
about: about 100 pages too 
long. The coda alone is worth 
50 pages. Even by Dickensian 
standards, in which the 
swings and roundabouts of 
the narrative take their time to 
come to a standstill, that’s a 
long goodbye. 

Pagan is a sixyear-old girl 
with no known father, a 
recently dead mother, a homo¬ 
sexual guardian (our narrator 
Leo) and two grandparents 
who have never met her. They 
nonetheless harbour plans to 
secure custody, although their 
own daughter Candida has 
extracted a pledge from Leo 
never to contact them. 

It turns out that Candida 
always resented her adoption, 
and spent her life nakedly 
subverting their petty bour¬ 
geois values {very occasionally 
she would also do it fully 
clothed). But Leo is benign, 
sociable, conciliatory, a well- 
liked television chat show host 
to boot and probably too good 
to be true. Whatever, in his 
decency he can’t see the harm 
in their request. 

The saga that ensues comes 
with a health warning for all 
parents and guardians prone 
to panic attacks and night 
sweats. Pagan is separated 
from her one true, if not 
biological, parent by a Kafka- 
esque minefield of dread affi¬ 
davits and furtive intolerance, 
as the frostiness between the 
rival carers turns into cold 
war, then goes nuclear as 
ritual allegations of child 
abuse are Traded. And al¬ 
though Leo casts the grand¬ 
parents' suburban-Christian 
morality as a species of Gothic 
villainy, it’s the homosexual to 
whom the mud sticks. 

This is a manifesto for 
minorities, and true to the 
genre it sometimes makes 
exaggerated claims. Eager ro 
prove that we can’t ail be able- 
bodied heteros. Arditti packs 
Pagan’s world with characters 
subjected to discrimination 
because of what they do — or 
cant do — with their bodies. 

Jasper Rees 

PAGAN AND HER 
PARENTS 

By Michael Arditti 
SindairStewnson. £12.99 

Arditti: familial subversion 

Leo’s father is ga-ga: Candi¬ 
da’s bitter brother is in a 
wheelchair; Candida herself, 
after a lifetime of hectic sex, is 
claimed by motor neurone 
disease. And. as if our cup 
runneth not over. Pagan’s 
father turns out to be a 
transsexual. 

ARDITTTS technical ambi¬ 
tion is to deliver a narrative 
which is addressed to a dead 
character without coming over 
all soppy. Initially, in order to 
give us a flavour of the absent 
mother, there is a flashback 
seamlessly woven into every 
page. Some are a tad overripe 
(“You were as dismissive of 
the Reformation as the Pre- 
Raphaelites were of the 
Renaissance"). But as the nar¬ 
rative breaks into a gallop. 
Leo's penchant for reminis¬ 
cence is soon a thing of the 
past. 

Let’s ration ourselves to one 
topographical nftpick. advis¬ 
ing the author never to show 
his face in West Acton, where 
he has chosen to relocate 
Wormwood Scrubs. 

East Acton, meanwhile, can 
breathe a sigh of relief, and so 
can everyone by the end of the 
novel, whose shining virtue is 
its undemonstrative moral 
cleanliness. It should be re¬ 
quired reading wherever the 
nuclear family is small- 
mindedly lauded as the one 
true ideal: a case of the 
unputdownabie in pursuit of 
the unshakeable. 

There 
is 

light 
Enoch Powell 

THE FIVE BOOKS OF 
MOSES 

Translated by Everett Fox 
Hanill. £25 

Ponderous, two inches 
thick, with heavily gild¬ 
ed edge, bonom and top, 

comes a daunting volume 
from the Director of the Jewish 
Studies Programme at Clark 
University at Worcester. Illi¬ 
nois; but those who open it 
must refuse to be daunted and 
allow themselves to be drawn 
on to read the old familiar 
works in a new dress. 

In 1923 the German theolo¬ 
gian. Martin Buber, with his 
collaborator. Franz Rosen- 
zweig. set out to present the 
first books of the Hebrew 
Bible with due attention to 
their linguistic character — as 
remote from that of our mod¬ 
em languages as poetry is 
from prose. 

They could not therefore 
offer a comfortable read; but 
they believed they conveyed 
something important abour 
the thought and expression of 
the authors who created the 
Torah. Everett Fox believed 
the same could be attempted 
in English, and he has done 
this in a new translation with 
introduction, commentary and 
notes. 

The problem with the ex¬ 
periment is that radical Eng¬ 
lish character which makes 
the Tyndale version that lies 
beneath the King James Bible 
a model of the tuning of the 
English tongue, it would be 
hard to find a language more 
remote from biblical Hebrew 
than English. The Hebrew 
Bible represents the resonance 
of Hebrew and Hebrew mode 
of expression, and to present a 
text in a form which reveals 
those characteristics causes 
difficulty in a work intended to 
be read aloud. Unlike most new trans¬ 

lations of the Bible, 
this one disdains to 

attempt to reflect contempo¬ 
rary usage of the English 
language. In particular, the 
traditional layout of the text in 
solid paragraphs is replaced 
in favour of displaying the 
natural pauses and breaks of 
recitation. The result is sur¬ 
prisingly enlightening, fasci¬ 
nating and satisfactory. 

In the account of the cre¬ 
ation, the Authorised Version 
runs: “And God said, let the 
waters bring forth abundant¬ 
ly. the moving creature that 
has life and fowl that may fly 
above the earth in the open 
firmament of heaven.” 

The new translation runs: 
“God said 

Let the waters swarm with a 
swarm of living beings and let 
fowl fly above the earth across 
the dome of the heavens.” 

The translator believes that 
words have “lost their elemen¬ 
tal meaning and in a way that 
die optimistic 19th century' in 
which Buber and Rosenzweig 
worked could nor have dared 
to believe. In this situation can 
a translation of ancient books, 
even though they are from the 
Bible, have anything to say or 
are they merely a ‘voice from a 
dead man? I use Kafka’s 
mordant expression.” 

The reader who can afford 
this luxurious volume will find 
himself caught by the simplici¬ 
ties of it and will believe that, 
even in translation, there is a 
route through language to a 
comprehension of a different 
world. 

Dome’s Adam and Eve 

Justin Cartwright 

IN EVERY FACE I MEET 

‘A brilliant and original book’ 
SUNDAY TELEGRAPH 

Shortlisted for the Booker and Whitbread Prizes SCEPTRE 

AIR MILES 
SPECIAL OFFER 
Collect 2 
AIR MILES 
awards with 
every Sceptre 
book purchased 
Amiable through purodpaUog bookshops only 
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STENA Line and Hover- 
speed discounts for ad¬ 
vanced bookings to 
France are due to finish 
this Sunday. Stena is 
cutting 25 to 40 per cent 
off published fares on .its 
three routes from Dover, 
Newhaven and South¬ 
ampton. The offers, for 
travel until October 19, 
reduce peak crossing 
prices from £326 to £199 
and off-peak from £218 to 
£159. Details: 0990 
707070. Hoverspeed is 
offering a flat rate £99 
return for crossings after 
April 1 for a car and five 
adults from Folkestone to 
Boulogne and £129 from 
Dover to Calais. Details: 
01304240241. 

□ LE SHUTTLE is cut¬ 
ting 20 per cent off all 
1996 crossings. Bookings 
made by April 30 qualify 
for the discount. Details: 
0990 353515. 

□ IRISH Ferries has a 
£49 one-way fere far a car 
and up to five adults on 
its Pembroke-Rosslare 
route until May 22 for 
Monday to Thursday 
travel (excluding April 3 
to 7). For Friday to Sun¬ 
day trips, the fare is £59. 
Details: 0345 171717. 

□ P&O European Fer¬ 
ries is offering E29 trips to 
Le Havre or Cherbourg 
from Portsmouth, based 
on two people with a car 
and including a three- 
course meal and a cabin 
on night sailings to Le 
Havre. For £39 per per¬ 
son, the company will 
add a night in a hotel. 
Details: 0990 980555. 

£250m Australia 
tourism boost 

By Tony Da we 

WITH miles of open road and 
cars driving on the left, Aus¬ 
tralia and die tour operators 
which serve It have derided to 
target British holidaymakers 
eager to drive themselves as 
they try to maintain the boom 
in travel to the continent. 

Self-drive holidays feature 
prominently for the first time 
in the new Bridge the World 
brochure to be launched in 
London tonight, while devel¬ 
oping die state’s roads forms 
the major fjart of a £250 
million tourism investment 
programme announced by the 
Northern Territory. 

“Just as Florida recognised 
the potential for fly-drive holi¬ 
days instead of one or two- 
centre visits so, too, has 
Australia, with its miles of 
empty roads and vast tracts of 
country to explore," says An¬ 
drew Bogle, Bridge the 
World’s marketing director. 
"Self-drive is a major growth 

TOMORROW 
A special 16-page 

Passport to Australia 
supplement wDl be 

published with The Times 

area with visitors able to 
discover the southern and 
eastern seaboard from Ade¬ 
laide to Cairns.” 

Stephen Gregg, managing 
director of the Northern Terri¬ 
tory Tourist Commission, says 
that the internal road system 

TONY YEATES 

is being upgraded to allow 
visitors to see the state's wide 
open spaces and learn more 
about its culture and natural 
history. The investment pro¬ 
gramme includes providing 
more rest, recreation and in¬ 
formation along the roads as 
well as "theming” some of 
them like the classic American 
highways. The roads ear¬ 
marked for improvement in¬ 
clude the Stuart Highway and 
the Mereenie Loop road from 
Alice Springs to Ayers Rock 
and Kings Canyon through 
the West Macdonnell Ranges. 
Access to national paries win 
also be improved. 

The tourism commission’s 
target is to persuade visitors to. 
spend longer in the state. 

Britain is a vital market for 
Australia — 370,000 of us 
travelled there last year — and 
the campaign is aimed at 
consolidating that position. It 
will be boosted by a growth in 
air charter seals available to 
Australia next winner. 
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wiring by Ayers Rock; improving roads is on the Northern Territory’s tourism agenda 

[ NEWSJN BRIEF 

FOR THE second year rS,f- 
nins. a rceufar coninbuior ic 
The Times Travel News pages 
has been named Business Tra¬ 
vel Journalist of the Year in 
the Business Travel World 
awards. Tony Dawe received 
his prize at a ceremony in Lon¬ 
don Iasi week. David Chur¬ 
chill won last year's award. 

□ MANCH ESTER airport 
has for the first time been 
named best in the world in an 
International Air Transport 
Association survey of 45.000 
long-haul passengers. 

□ THE CHALET girt is com- 
ing to die ski slopes of Chile. 
Passage to South America 
(0171-602 9S59J. of London, is 
ro offer British skiers fully 
catered chalet holidays in La 
Parva. 25 miles from the 
capital. Santiago. The first 
departure will be on July 23. 

□ THE Belgian Tourist Office 
in the UK has formed its own 
tour operator. Go Belgian 
(0171-491 1444). to capitalise on 
the short-breaks market. The 
Channel Tunnel, the growth of 
Eurostar rail services and a 
ferry and air price war encour¬ 
aged an estimated 25 million 
couples to take a continental 
break last year. 

Americans delighted to find somewhere to smoke 
AMERICA'S newest airport 
has found that smokers know 
how to spend money. In the 
opening months at Denver 
International Airport, the 
most profitable of the vast 
complex's many bars was one 
that allowed people to smoke. 
It took more than $1 million in 
its first ten months. 

The figures make a mockery 

of the controversy which arose 
over the presence of two 
smoking bars when the vast 
Denver International opened 
last year. Against the predic¬ 
tions of the health lobby, the 
Aviator's Club (“smokers wel¬ 
come") on Concourse B now 
attracts more than Z000 cus¬ 
tomers a day. 

The bar is equipped with a 

From Quentin Letts in New York 

powerful ventilation system 
which can change the air four 
times an hour. There is none 
of the fug that afflicts, say, the 
smoking carriages of British 
Rail trains. The Aviator's Club 
is also kitted out with leather 
chairs and a generous supply 
of ashtrays. It offers smokers 

a guflt-free environment with 
the easy companionship of 
fellow devotees of the weed. 
The feces of those inside tend 
to reflect a mixture of defiance 
and relief. 

Thirty per cent of American 
domestic air travellers smoke, 
while tiie figure for interna¬ 

tional passengers is 40 per 
cent "Travelling on an airline 
is a stressful situation. The}' 
need to tight up." David 
Mosiellar, owner of the Avia¬ 
tor’s Club. said. “When you 
walked around the airport you 
saw things for the handi¬ 
capped. the elderly, special 

rooms for kids... They had 
all that figured out. but they 
were not addressing the needs 
of one-third of the people who 
go through the airport." 

The very size of Denver 
International surely adds to 
passengers' anxiety. It is no 
place for tight connections. 
For transit passengers, the 
smoking bar can offer the only 

friendly environment on a 12- 
hour journey. Mr Mosiellar 
has proposed opening more 
smoking bars at Denver, and 
at other US airports, where 
anti-smoking regulations (as, 
for instance, at New’ York's 
JFK) are rigorously applied 
and can lead to scenes of tense 
non-comprehension by for¬ 
eign travellers. 
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leva £96 i UsAngefes £253 i Bangkok £357 Audtbnd S 

London-Seg^ro-Syitoey-ClrislriiMth-surface-Aoddand-F^I-Cook Wands- 
’Uati-Los Aogdes-London tram £695 

HUS LOW COST ACCOMMOOAnOH • CM HBE • IKSUMKCE AND OVBUAND TOWS 

Europe 01713616161, Worldwide 01713616261 DlHSMOUBOtadisiB) 
117 BBtonRcBdNWLSSOld Bromptan fofSW7. n(kcdp Si W, London. 
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MAI OR TRAVEL offers great 
value oa law cost flights. 
We fly from 15 U.K. Alrpor* 
to ail destinations in the 
USA, with the leading 
scheduled airlines. 

APRIL Specials 
2 

WASHINGTON 215 
2 
2 

LOS ANGELES 249 
289 

DENVER 289 
ij.'iifjini'jiiM 
SAN FRANCISCO 249 
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THE WAY Britain lakes a 
holiday is undergoing une of 
its periodic upheavals. The 
first signs appeared a few 
months ago when the num¬ 
ber of customers booking a 
foreign package holiday fell 
sharply. Many in the indus¬ 
try assumed this would be 
temporary, something that 
could be cured cutting the 
number of holidays offered, 

i refused to believe that the 
nvo-week family package had 
had its day. But it is now dear 
that the wealthy, independent 
and more demanding are 
once again setting a trend 

that will inevitably trickle 
down the social pyramid. 

In the short-term, the num¬ 
ber of people taking foreign 
package holidays will contin¬ 
ue to fall, particularly at the 
bottom end of the market. 

Those who do travel 
abroad, however, will de¬ 
mand ever higher standards, 
rather than lower prices. 
They will refuse to be cajoled 
in«o early booking but will 
follow the continental pattern 
of deriding at the last mo¬ 
ment where to go. They will 
travel further and stay for 
shuner periods while spend¬ 

ing just as 
much as. if 
not more 
than, they 
did before. 

Figures 
compiled by 
the Britisjt 
travel trade 
show that bookings for Euro¬ 
pean package holidays are 20 
per cent lower than they were 
this time last year. And. the 
experts say. by the end of the 
summer only eight million 
people will have taken a pack¬ 
age holiday this year, down 
two million from 1095. 

The 
Travel 

Business 
-«- 
HARVEY 
ELLIOTT 

However, 
while (he 
Mediterra¬ 
nean has 
slumped, 
there has 
been a rise in 
expensive 
long-haul 

holidays, in the use of busi¬ 
ness class and in expensive 
villas, castles and hotels. The 
statistics were brought to life 
forme last weekend. 

During the outward jour¬ 
ney to St Mala and ilic return 
from Caen, the Brittany Fer¬ 
ries ship was comfortably 

half full with couples who 
preferred to eat in the ship’s 
best, and expensive, restau¬ 
rant. Most were staying for 
two nights in chateaux rather 
than in cheap hotels or on 
campsites. On the car decks. 
Range Rovers were more in 
evidence than Ford Fiestas. 

On the way back the head 
of a small tour operator said: 
“The only people travelling 
now are the rich. They are un¬ 
affected by the franc fort or 
the high prices in France. 
They are now' able to relax in 
towns and resorts that are no 
longer dominated by pack¬ 

aged masses cramming into 
cheap gift shops.- 

This is why Majorca is 
blowing up its ugly concrete 
hotels, why Thomson is sell¬ 
ing "dry breaks** again, why 
those operators that aim to 
sell to the richest 4 per cent of 
the travelling public have 
never had it so good and why 
the French believe that their 
tourist fortunes are about to 
change. 

Those who thought that 
cutting prices — and so often 
quality — would bring cus¬ 
tomers back are about to be 
proved spectacularly wrong. 

PINKERTON’S EYE 

A MEW monthly column sup¬ 
plied the worldwide security 
and detection agency. 

HIGH RISK 

ONLY essential travel is rec¬ 
ommended in Guatemala. In 
the capital, Guatemala City, 
there are some four 
kidnappings and ten car thefts 
a day. despite a heavy troop 
presence. The situation may 
improve in future, however, as 
a temporary ceasefire has 
been announced by the coun¬ 
try's three major guerrilla 
groups. 

Colombia is also considered 
a high-risk area, with the 
National Liberation Army 
(ELN) holding hostage a Brit¬ 
on. a Dane and a German, all 
reportedly alive and well. The 
rural-based ELN periodically 
kidnaps foreign employees of 
large corporations and de¬ 
mands sizeable ransoms. Par¬ 
cel bombs have been sent to 
two foreign missions recently. 
Internal travel by air is ad¬ 
vised. Visitors travelling by 
road should take athioe from 
the Embassy' and local au¬ 
thorities beforehand. 

In Iran, tension has been 
increased by accusations from 
the US and elsewhere that 

II ran is supporting the suicide 
bombers in Israel. In Gaza. 
Hamas, the Islamic resistance 
movement, is believed to have 
been responsible for three of 
the recent bombings. Travel¬ 
lers to Israel would be well 
advised to wait until after the 
elections on May 29. and to 
avoid public transport. 

The risk to travellers in the 
Indian-ruled area of Kashmir 
is high, with increasing con¬ 
flict between police and the 
Jammu and Kashmir Libera¬ 
tion Front (JKLF). while two 
recent bombs in Lahore un¬ 
derline the dangers of travel¬ 
ling in Pakistan. 

In Nigeria ethnic fighting 
continues and disease, espe¬ 
cially meningitis, is a serious 
risk. The World Health Org¬ 
anisation also notes deadly 
contagious diseases in the 
Sahal region of Zaire. Travel 
in Rwanda is not recommend¬ 
ed either, with Hutu rebels 
involved in recent shootings. 

Mozambique is considered 
high risk following a riot by 
unemployed former soldiers 
there on March 19. 

Football 
fever hits 
tour firms 

F8N 

By Harvey Elliott 

■EXTREME RISK 

MILITANT groups pose a 
constant threar in Algeria, 
where non-essential travel is 
not advised. The GIA (Armed 
Islamic Group) recently ex¬ 
ploded a vehicle bomb in Ber- 
ronaghia. and there has been 
shooting in the Hassi 
Massoud oil region and tn 
Algiers. . _ 

Also dangerous is Sn Lan¬ 
ka, with a'continuing threar 
from the Tamil Tigers. 300 of 
whom ambushed an army 
unit last weekend. Somalia 
has seen an increased number 
of kidnappings — and in the 
absence of proper government 
or police, more are likely. 

• Pinkertons: 0143? 544024. 

FOOTBALL fans planning to 
stay at home to watch Euro 96 
— the European champion¬ 
ship to be played at grounds 
across England in June — 
were last night blamed by tour 
operators for triggering a new 
holiday price war. 

Those with no interest in 
soccer, however, could benefit 
by taking advantage of half- 
price packages available 
throughout the tournament 
Tens of thousands of early 
summer holidays, which tour 
operators had hoped to sell at 
the full brochure prioe, wDI 
now be on sale at discounts of 
up to 50 per cent. 

The first tour operator to 
move was Cosmos, the fourth 
biggest, which still has 30.000 
unsold holidays in June. 

"We were not prepared to be 
left with unsold holidays at the 
last moment" said Roger 
GorkhiU. managing director. 
“When we looked at our 
position in June we derided to 
make the discounts available." 

Noel Josephides. of Sunvil 
Holidays, said: “There is no 
doubt that the forthcoming 
European championship has 
affected the lower end of the 
market and that creeps up 
through the entire spectrum. 
Although June is especially 
bad. the normal booking 
rhythm is just not there at all 
this year. The Mediterranean 
is between 23 and 24 per cent 
down on this time last year 
although many long-haul des¬ 
tinations are still selling well." 

Cosmos has cut the prioe of 
holidays in hotels featured in 
its Summer Sun, Greece. Tur¬ 

key and Florida brochures 
and has also discounted pack¬ 
ages to more exutic destina¬ 
tions such as Mexico. China 
and the Caribbean. 

A holiday for a family of 
four in the Salou Pacific 
Apartments on the Costa 
Dorada from June 18 — the 
day England play Holland at 
Wembley — will now cost £456 
for 14 nights compared with 
the brochure price of £997. 
Other reductions are available 
at nearly 140 hotels and apart¬ 
ments in 27 destinations. 

Peter Roth well, managing 
director of Airtours. said: 
"June is a real problem but it 
would be disappointing to see 
a really big tour operator such 
as us not holding our nerves. 
There is almost certainly 
going to be discounting 
among smaller companies." 

Tour operators generally 
have reduced the number of 
holidays on sale throughout 
the summer by about 15 per 
cent in the hope that the 
remaining right million can 
be sold at or near full price. 

“The question now is wheth¬ 
er that is going to be enough" 
said Mr CorkhilL "Demand 
remains stagnant and there is 
no indication that things will 
get any better." 

For the whole of the sum¬ 
mer about Eve million holi¬ 
days have been sold leaving 
some three million on agents 
shelves. August has sold well 
and tour operators are confi¬ 
dent that they will be able to 
sell all those available during 
the school holiday peak. But 
the doubts remain. 

France slips in 
caravan league 

By Steve Keenan 

BRITAIN’S caravan holiday¬ 
makers are avoiding France to 
take the high road to other 
European destinations this 
summer. Camping operators 
are slashing prices as sales to 
France continue to trail 30 per 
cent below the same period 
last year. 

In 1995, traditional enclaves 
such as Brittany, the Dor¬ 
dogne and the Vendee domi¬ 
nated the list of top holiday 
spots for 40,000 families who 
booked their holiday abroad 
with The Caravan Club. 

In total. IS of the 20 most 
popular destinations were in 
France, with French caravan 
sites filling the lop seven 
places. But bookings so far to 
1996 show only one French si te 
in the top five, Royan in 
Charente-Maritime. which 
has held on to the No. 1 slot 
from last year. 

A site in Holland has leapt 
into 2nd place, while other 
new favourites indude Spain. 
Ireland. Germany and Italy. 

The slump in demand for 
France reflects a fall of 30 per 
cent in all holidays to the 

oountry this year. And people 
are travelling for shorter 
breaks, said Arlene Spicer, 
product manager for the Cara¬ 
van Club’s travel service. 

“The annual two-to-three 
week holiday has become less 
popular. Members are taking 
shorter breaks, perhaps two or 
three times a year, to destina¬ 
tions other than France." 

Two caravan sites in Ireland 
and two in Spain feature in the 
1996 top ten, with two in Italy 
and one in Germany also 
making the top 20. 

Top tea caravan sites so far 
for 1996: 
1. Royan. Chareme- 

Maririme, France 
2. Rijnsburg, Holland. 
3. Co Kerry, Ireland 
4. Costa Brava, Spain 

'5. Noya, northern Spain 
6. Le Pas Opton. Vendee, 

France 
7. Co Wicklow. Ireland 
5. Camping du Bohat, 

Brittany, France 
9. Les Sables d'Olonne, 

Vendfie, France 
10. Atlantic Coast France. 
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GOA frow £279 KERALA from £279 
to suit >11 needs - from 
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penon each way. CHOICE OF TOURS AVAILABLE 
WIDb Register for a copy afour IfEW brochure NOWI 

A unique selection of fine properties catering for the 
discerning traveller who expects value for money. The 
gnail Seafare Hotel right on fivety moonlight beach 
often the budget conscious the best a little bit of 
money can buy - whereas the Taj Gaidai Retreat tai 
Variola offers dehoe accommodation in exotic 

surroundings. 
Flights depart Gatwick every Sunday evening with 
Britannia Airways Wkfcboy Boeing 767 offering you 
an exceptionally high standard of aHSght comfort 
and entertainment. 

FOLLOW the 
Queen to Pb- _ 
land ai (he invi¬ 
tation of Eurovicw. which is 
organising nine-day tours 
this summer, including Kra¬ 
kow. the Tatra Mountains 
and Auschwitz for £439 a 
person, including coach and 
ferry travel, bed and break¬ 
fast and some meals. De¬ 
tails: 01362 698667. 

□ EASTER cruises through 
Greek islands including 
Mykonos are available from 
£459 a person for a week 
from Seafarer. Departures 
on April 5. Details: 0171-234 
0500. 

□ HAWAII for a week over 
Easter for £685 a person, 
including return scheduled 
flights and hotel accommo¬ 
dation, is available from 
Jetset. Details: 0990 555757. 

□THOMSON still has 
Easier week skiing holidays 
available in France and Aus- 

HOUDAYS 
rria from £329 

_ a person, with 
flights from 

Gatwick on Easter Sunday. 
Details: 0171-707 9000. 

□ POST-EASTER savings 
in Kenya are available from 
Tropical Places with a fort¬ 
night at an all-inclusive 
batch club in a marine 
national park for £pP9 with 
flights from Garwick on 
April 21 and 2S. Details: 
01342 825123. 

□SAVINGS of more than 
£100 a person are available 
from Kuoni for hotel holi¬ 
days in Grenada, with prices 
starting at £449 for a week, 
with flights from Gatwick on 
April 17 and 24. Details: 
01306 742222. 

□ SAVINGS of £200 a week 
on a luxury villa in Provence 
and £50 discounts on mid- 
July holidays are among the 
offers from Drive France. 
Derails: 0181-395 SSSS. 

THE Hotel 
Bristol in fctris 
offers 35 per 
cent off regular rates over 
Easter. Two nights’ accom¬ 
modation with dinner and 
drinks on one nighT costs 
£444 per person. 00331 
53434300. 

□ THE Tumberry Hole! in 
Ayrshire. Scotland, has an 
Easier Robert Bums pack¬ 
age from £305 per person. 
This covers two nights’ ac¬ 
commodation and dinner, 
along with a lour of Bums 
country. 01655 331000. 

□ VISITORS to the Chelsea 
Hotel in London's Knights- 
bridge at Easter can win a 
weekend for two lo New 
York by buying a charity 
Easter egg (price £5). Room 
rales from £160 per night 
Details: 0171-235 4377. 

□ A TWO-NIGHT Easter 
package at the Forte Village 
in Sardinia costs from £219 

HOTELS per person in¬ 
cluding a gala 
dinner, health 

and fitness facilities and a 
children's Easter egg hunt. 
Details: 01293 614tN0. 

□ THE Munich Park Hilton 
in Germany is celebrating 
the birth of King Ludwig 0 
with a two-night weekend 
package including visits to 
his castles and Oberammer- 
gau. Prices from £76.65 per 
person. Details'. 0345 5S1SW5. 

□ A FIVE-NIGHT guided 
walk along the Coiswold 
Way. staying in country- 
house hotels, is offered by 
the Pride of Britain hotel 
group for £595 per person 
including breakfast and din¬ 
ner. Details: 01264 736604. 

□ HORSTED Place in Sus¬ 
sex has special "charm days" 
offering beauty treatments, 
lunch and use of sports 
facilities for £55 per person. 
Details: 01825750581. 

LAUDA Air is ;L- 
providing two ty 

Aung San Situ Kyi: champion of the democracy movement and Nobel Peace Prize winner 

Visitors urged 
to boycott Burma 

TOURISTS were yesterday 
urged to boycott Burma in 
protest at the ruling military 
junta's abuse of human 
rights, Harvey Elliott writes. 

Labour's shadow foreign 
minister Derek Fatchett 
described the Burmese State 
Law and Order Restoration 
Council (SLORC) which had 
designated 1996 as Visit Bur¬ 
ma Year as “evil". 

The regime is dearly one 
of the worst in the world. The 
development of the tourist 
industry has been at a price to 
the local community which 
every decent person would 
regard as unacceptable. I 
would strongly urge tourists 
to think carefully before book¬ 
ing a holiday in Burma." 

The Burma Action Group, 
which is pressing for the 
restoration of human rights in 
the country. launched a “Al¬ 
ternative Guide" to the region 
in which they daim that the 
main tourism developments 
are being carried out by up to 
two million “slave labourers", 
induding children. 

Thousands of ordinary 
people are being forcibly re¬ 
moved from their homes to 
dean up tourist sites or to 
make way for new develop¬ 
ments. it daims. 

Yvette Mahon, coordinator 
of the group said' “By visiting 
Burma now people are lend¬ 
ing legitimacy to a cruel and 
greedy military dictatorship." 

The 38 British tour opera¬ 
tors who organise visits to 
Burma were also urged to 
drop it from their brochures, 
or at least to explain lo 
potential customers what was 
happening in the country at 
another meeting held yester¬ 
day by Tourism Concern. 

But most are convinced 
they should not become in¬ 
volved “We do not get in¬ 
voked in politics." said Alan 
Flook. secretary general of the 
Federation of Tour Operators. 
“Members of the public must 
make up their own minds 
where they want to go." 

About 2.000 Britons visited 
Burma last year out of a total 
of 95,600 foreign tourists. 

SATURDAY 
TRAVEL 

Travel the world 
again in Weekend 

Keep the children 
happy over Easter 

Jill Crawshaw on the 
new ferry to Dieppe, 
plus getting the best 

out of Normandy 

Robin Neillands in 
South Africa 

Introducing Britain's 
Legoland 

How to spoil the 
Caribbean 

nights’ free ac¬ 
commodation in Salzburg 
or two days’ car rental. The 
deal is valid for full-fare 
passengers booking its daily 
Gatwick-Salzburg service. 
Details: 0800 767737. 

□ BRITISH Airways has 
introduced seat sale fares 
between UK provincial air¬ 
ports and Germany: 
Aberdeen or Belfast to Dus- 
seldorf costs £159, Edin- 
burgh-Frankfort £179 and 
Glasgow-Munich £217. De¬ 
tails 0345 222111. 

□ LUPUS Travel is charg¬ 
ing E439 for return Alitalia 
flights between London and 
Johannesburg via Rome. 
Details: 0171-306 3000. 

□ BOOK a Jersey European 
business-class ticket before 
March 3! on selected domes¬ 
tic routes to Belfast or the 

Channel 1s- 
4 lands and the 

airline will pro¬ 
vide a free economy-class 
ticket. Details: 01392 360777. 

□ BRITISH Midland has 
launched Spring Saver fares 
on flights between East Mid¬ 
lands Airport and Paris. 
Brussels, Amsterdam or 
Edinburgh. All destinations 
cost £85 return, except £89 to 
Amsterdam. Details: 0345 
554554. 

□ BRITISH Airways has 
introduced a £49 day-rerum 
Shopper fare between Bristol 
and Plymouth and Jersey 
Guernsey. Details 0345 
222111. 

□ LUFTHANSA'S Miles 
and More frequent flyer 
scheme is more competitive 
with the chance to earn 
mileage when flying British 
Midland and Scandinavian 
Airlines. Details 0800 616811. 

Kenya spreads 
its attractions 

By To NY Dawe 

A NEW plan to encourage 
tourist development to spread 
throughout Kenya beyond the 
most popular national parks 
and short strips of coastline 
was announced yesterday. 

David Western, director of' 
Kenya Wildlife Service, told a 
meeting in London that 
"spreading the load" is vital if 
the country's landscape and 
animal life are to survive the 
continuing growth in tourism. 

Travel companies are to be 
encouraged to be more imagi¬ 
native in the choice of tours 
they offer while the service is 
negotiating with private land- 
owners in lesser-known areas 
to persuade them to provide 
new lodges and tented camps 
for visitors. 

Around 680.000 tourists 
went to Kenya last year, with 
four out of five going to see the 
wildlife, and as the figures 
increase officials warn that the 
principal national parks can 
comfortably handle only 
750.000 visitors a year. 

"The key word is diversity, 
whether tourists are interested 
in wildlife, landscape, culture 
or history." Dr Western said. 
Most tourists think of the 
Masai Mara, Ambosdi and 
Lake Nakuru as the obvious 

national parks to visit on 
safari and want to see “the big 
five" animals (elephants, li¬ 
ons. leopards, buffalo and 
rhinoceros^. 

“But Kenya has far more to 
offer with 34 parks and re¬ 
serves including six marine 
ones and they contain only 10 
per cent of the country's total 
wildlife.” Dr Western added. 

“For example, the Central 
Moorlands, with 1,000ft 
waterfalls, contains the bon¬ 
go. a rare forest antelope, as 
well as giant forest hogs and a 
wealth of elephants. The tro¬ 
pical Kakamega Forest is 
home to many rare primates, 
butterflies and birds and 
Hell's Gate, only an hour from 
Nairobi, offers a vast geologi¬ 
cal amphitheatre and lush 
gorges." 

The service acts as the 
custodian of all wildlife in the 
country, as well as managing 
the parks and reserves, and 
ploughs all the money raised 
from tourism back into con¬ 
servation. Through a newly 
created tourism department, it 
also meets landowners and 
helps them to find the funds 
and form legal associations to 
build tented camps and eco- 
tourisi lodges. 

THE TIMES 
TRAVEL OFFER 

Monet’s Garden 
and Normandy 

3 NIGHTS FROM JUST £239 PER PERSON 
Departing 12,19,26 April 1996 

The historic town of Rouen, ancient capital 
of Normandy, provides the base for this 

holiday which includes a visit to Monel's 
garden at Givemy. The lovingly-tended gardens. 
Japanese bridge and water lily pond were a 
favourite source of inspiration for the painter 
and are depicted in many of his masterpieces. 

There is also a visit 10 Gaillon with its 
renaissance castle and the Gaillard Chateau at 
Les Andelys. built by Richard die Lionheart. 
plus a trip to a local calvados producer. 

An optional excursion is available to the 
coastal resort of Trouville and to view the 
famous tapestry at Bayeux. 

THE HOLIDAY PRICE INCLUDES 

• Executive coaching from selected departure 
points to Normandy and throughout the holiday. 

• Channel crossings between Dover and Calais. 

• Three nights accommodation in a 3 star hotel 
in Rouen. 

• Buffet breakfast, dinner on arrival and a 
farewell dinner. 

• Excursion lo Gaillon. Les Andelys and Monet's 
garden at Givemy. 

• Visit to a calvados producer. 

• Services of a tour manager. 

Send for your brochure today by telephoning 
Festive Holidays on 

0990 55 33 55 
or return the coupon below to: 

The Times Monet’s Garden 
& Normandy Offer, 

Festive Holidays Limited, Acorn House, 
Great Oaks, Basildon, Essex, SS141AB 

This holiday is operated by Festive Holidays, 
a company independent ommes Newspapers Ltd. 

ABTA VM6X ATOL 2!72 

Nonet’s Garden & Normandy Offer* 
Please forward me an itinerary and a boohing form i 

Name (Mr/Mra/Ma&Ms) 

Address:. 

Posf Code:... 

Q If you do not wtaft ta racatra farther Motmakm tram 
Tlm«a Nnmpapsra w corvaniw *»cMy seteetmt 
by us, (fane fck tiw tax. TWN0R 
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Botica plans two 
years of repeats 
after the break 

THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 28 1996 

Britain fail to advertise Olympicprospects 
% 

much noun gnr.c 

THE leg that launched 826 
goals for Wigan now has a 
metal pin and several screws 
to reinforce a shattered fibula 
and tibia. During a match in 
Auckland last July. Frano 
Botica was hit and spun by 
Mark Geyer, a formidable 
Australian forward. Normal¬ 
ly. he would have been all 
right, but his right foot had 
lodged in a hole and he felt the 
bones snap like matchwood. 

It has taken nine months of 
rehabilitation, pain, frustra¬ 
tion and longing, but Botica is 
ready to resume the most 
prodigious points-scoring 
career in modem rugby 
league. For the new Super 
League, it will be in 
Castleford's colours, at Brad¬ 
ford Bulls on Sunday evening, 
a game that the New Zealand 
stand-off half approaches with 
none of the usual apprehen¬ 
sion of a player on his come¬ 
back from a bad break. 

It just had ro be Botica's 
right leg. Marksmanship is all 
about confidence and 
goalkicking is nothing if the 
player does not believe he can 
hit the target every time. He 
managed it with three of every 
four goal attempts, in five 
seasons at Wigan — an unpar¬ 
alleled level of consistency. 
His sharpshooring is reminis¬ 
cent of Goran Ivanisevic’s 
bullet service in tennis: aim. 
reload, fire, ace; aim. reload, 
fire, ace... 

An arduous road to recovery 
will end at the firsT 
goalkicking opportunity he is 
presented with in the match at 
Odsal on Sunday. "It wifi have 

By Christopher Irvine 

been a long time in coming 
and I’m relishing the pros¬ 
pect," Botica said. “I need that 
first game under my belt. The 
leg feels stronger than ever. 
The kicking is coming along. I 
wouldn't say it’s 100 per cent 
yet. That comes with playing 
regularly." 

The joke at Wigan was that 
Botica was last into the show¬ 
ers and always missed the 
sandwiches after training. 
This week has followed 

Botica's endless pattern of 
kicking, kicking and kicking 
again. There are no gurus, no 
secrets, just hard toil, as 
taughr by Grant Fox. the New 
Zealand rugby union stand¬ 
off. to whom he was under¬ 
study for fouryears.This. plus 
the surefire belief that, from 
35-40 metres, within a wide 
compass of the posts, he will 
strike the "black dot". 

Perhaps the only benefit 
from his injury was missing 
the chore of goal kicking 

Botica believes his leg will prove stronger than ever 

practice. “As part of the job 
description, it’s got to be done, 
in order to keep the percent¬ 
ages high. But, when the time 
comes to stop playing. rU be 
thinking, ‘thank goodness'.” 
Botica said. Now 32. the 
kicking boots will be retired on 
completion of the first two 
Super League campaigns at 
Castleford, the beneficiaries of 
his recent bad fortune. 

The fractured leg brought a 
premature halt to a season at 
Auckland Warriors, where he 
had been reunited with John 
Monie, the former Wigan 
coach and the man who did 
not originally want him at 
Central Park. Botica had in¬ 
tended to return to Wigan, but 
that option closed due to 
complications which went be¬ 
yond his injury. 

There is no doubt that his 
former club still misses him. 
Although generally accurate, 
the goalkicking of Andrew 
Farrell and Henry Paul has 
only panly filled the gap. 

Botica switched to league 
with Wigan after a rendezvous 
with club officials in a Ken¬ 
tucky Fried Chicken restau¬ 
rant during New Zealand's ■ 
1989 tour of Wales. It came as 
news to Monie, who had lined 
up a deal for an Australian, 
Phil Blake, to fill the last 
vacancy on Wigan's overseas 
register, and felt that union 
players beyond their mid- 
twenties were not worth the 
trouble. Botica's signing al¬ 
most split the dub. but Monie 
was rapidly converted. 

Debate about rugby league 
goaikideers is always conduct¬ 
ed in the towering shadow of 
Jim Sullivan's 2,867 goals for 
Wigan. Wales and Great Brit¬ 
ain" between 1921 and 1946. 
However. Botica's rearrange¬ 
ment of records came in just 
five seasons, in which he twice 
beat Wigan’s goals record and 
became the fastest player in 
the game to reach 1.000 points, 
in his 93rd match. 

The 66 tries that Botica 
scored for Wigan tend to get 
overlooked. At half back, 
alongside Tony Smith, who 
has moved to his preferred 
position of scrum half. 
Castleford could prove more 
of a threat than a lightweight 
squad might at first make 
them appear. Instead of hav¬ 
ing to heave kicks out of the 
mud. summer rugby also pro¬ 
vides Botica with a firmer 
goalkicking platform and one 
on which to parade his con¬ 
summate attacking skills. 

“It’s going to mean better 
conditions, better pitches. I 
might even look forward to 
getting out in the sunshine 
and practising,” Botica said. 
“But two years is my limit 
Then, it's back to New Zea¬ 
land and some triathlons ... 
they’ll be my new challenge." 
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f irllpn emnwnf tho firef OnKil1 Ttrifain nnql kiwitrc Cullen, scorer of the first Great Britain goal breaks away to set up another attack in the 2-0 victory over France at Bisham Abbey yesterday 

Great Britain.2 
France.0 

By Aux Ramsay 

WITH two wins in two days, it may 
look as if Great Britain’s Olympic 
hockey preparations are on course but. 
against a distinctly average France 
side, the British women’s perfor¬ 
mances still leave room for doubt over 
their chances in Atlanta. 

On Tuesday. Great Britain scored 
seven second-half goals in an S-2 
victory but yesterday they were unable 
to pick up where they left of?. Britain 
displayed plenty of enthusiasm in 
midfield but lost themselves in a mass 
of French feet and sticks nearer to goaL 

Tina Cullen broke the deadlock after 
12 minutes, her effort dribbling in 
under Virginee Verte, the goalkeeper. 
That should have been the first of 
many, but. with 11 penalty comers 
paying no dividends, it was not 10 be. 

The comer routines were designed to 
outwit the France defence but such 
was the changeover of personnel for 
each set piece, the moves served only to 
flummox the home players, who 
nipped on and off the pitch as if 
performing a disjointed two-step. 

Five minutes into the second halt 
Britain got their second goal, using a 
more direct route. Cullen found Rhona 
Simpson, who put her shot away to 
make the scoreline a little more 
respectable 

However, two goals against the 
lacklustre French does not augur well 
for their chances against teams' such as 
Australia. Holland, South Korea and 
Argentina in Atlanta. 
GREAT BRITAIN: C Reid iHfaWown). K Brawn 
1 Slough), J Atkins (Bradtod). J Mould (Leicester). L 
Capa (Lnoesur). R Simpson (ISdmburghi, T (flier 
(Chftanl. P Robertson (Grew), M Davies [Sutton 
Cotd&eid], M Ntehofe IStough). T Gotten (H<ghiown) 
Substitutes: D Ronfbon (Edrtwoh). S Fraser [Grove). 
A Bennett (Slough). S McDonaWl[Glasgow Western. 
FRANCE: V Verte. L Peyrakmgue. H Ebvs. R 
Lazsnnac. C Vives. S Renoue. B Picard. N Agtv L 
Doutraiux. A Noel. S Lejossee. 
Umpires: C Green and M Humean 

Surrey move swiftly 
to replace McMillan 

Calm Allcock plunders booty 
From David Rhys Jones in Adelaide 

By Our Sports Staff 

-Bued m eqeivalenl r'ce.iemlt* Unfft 32 ow* „f «.rf-peah calls Ninnrage reduce! uken calls an mate. 

Tclecos Secuncar Cetlslar Radio 

SURREY, still reeling after 
Brian McMillan's decision to 
pull out of his two-year con¬ 
tract yesterday, are urgently 
seeking a replacement for the 
South African all-rounder. 
They are looking for a strike 
bowler and may tum to one of 
the promising young bowlers 
who came to England last 
year with the Australia A 
party. 

David Gilbert, the Surrey 
cricket manager, had had 
talks with Andy BicheL of 
Queensland, before McMil¬ 
lan was snapped up. But 
Gilbert could tum to left-arm 
fast bowler Mark Harrity, 
who impressed on the tour. 
The chances are, with time 
running out before the start of 
the season, that talks will be 
reopened with BicheL 25, a 
fast-medium bowler. 

Chepstow 
Going: son. heavy In ptecss 
ZjOO 12m 110yd hdte) i Potentate (D 
Bridgwater, JM0fav):2. Twin Safer (11-1): 
3. Shy Paddy £20-1). 13 ran. 8L 11 M Pma. 
Tote: £220: £1.10. £220. E2.TO. DF: 
CIO !0 Trier ElBilO. CSF- £14.64. 
2^35 (2m 31 110yd ch) 1. Hag’s Way (M A 
Fitzgerald. 9-2); 2. Dunrtcfcs «ew 140-1): 1 
Jason g Boy (7-4 lav) 10 ran. 2H4. 101 J 
Edwards Tola- £520: £1 60. £10.70. £1 50 
DF £219.50 Trer £272.10. CSF £124.50 
Tricast £399 38 
3.10 (2m 41 110yd hdte) 1. Sun Sorter (5 
Wynne. 11-1); 2. Landed Gentry (B-l); 3. 
Cwjntry Store (12-1) Marina's Air 6-4 Ibv a 9 ran. w. ifci TFondur. Tote £14.80: 

40, £2.00. £3 80. DF £3270. Trio 
£04 50 CSF: £70a5 Trcasr £746 03. 
3.40 |3m cb| 1, sister Stephanie (G 
MeCoutt. 5-4 lav): 2. Holy Sltofl (12-11: 3, 
Woodands Boy (16-1) 11 ran 91. 31. G 
McCourt. Tote- E210: £1.30. £2 70. £4 10. 
□F. £17.40 Tno: D32BO. CSF £17 01 
Tncasf Cl64.56. 
4.10 (2m 110yd hdte) 1. Darius Tha Great 
(J A McCarthy. 16-1). 2. Kafori (S-2): 3. 
What's The Joke (10-1) AH Clear Evans lav. 
10 ran 3 291 D Marks Tote: £37 90: 
£3 SO. £1 10. £3.80 DF: £63.90 Tno. 
£65 10. CSF £56 48 Boughi In 3.700gns 
4.40 (3m chi 1. HoUand House (Mr C 
Victors, 11-4; Thunderer's nap). 2. Coome 
FM1 (2-1 fav). 3. GoOds Gold (5-1) 10 ran 
Hd 29. P Chamngs. Tola £4 00; £1S0. 
Cl .40. El 50 OF SflO Tno- £640 CSF- 
£B n. 

5.10 (2m 110yd flat) 1. St Me&on Drive (D 
Bridgwater. 5-4 lav), 2, Tha Crooked Oak 
(20-1). 3. True Rhyme (33-1). 12 ran. 8. dd 
M Pipe Tote: £2.30. ET JO. ES 80. E1310 
DF £32.60 Tro-£19040 (part won; pooi rt 
£187.74 earned forward to 3.46 a Arniraa 
today). CSF- £29 66 
Placepot: £118.40. Quadpot £49.00. 

Catterick Bridge 
Going: good to soil 
2-30 tsi) 1. Lady Caroline Lamb {T Gunn. 
11-10 lav. Private Handteappar s tap 
rating), 2, Mwitresar (11-1). 3. Genera 
Equation (11-2) g ran. 2“]. i|. M Channon 
Tens'. £160,£1.30. £2.00. £220 DF £840. 
Tro:£22.TO.CSF- £13.73 
2-50 (70 1. Bargash (S Sanders, 10-1): Z 
Musln i Grumbio [11-2); 3. LanyMeathuah 
(50-1) Spencer's Revenge 6-4 lav. 14 rwi. 
NR: Desert Lore. »l. *L P Evans Tote: 
£14.90. £2 40. £2 10. £20.10, DF: £2750. 
Trio: £25020 (part won: pool of £285.40 
earned (award to 3 45 at Aoltrea today! 
CSF-E£3 72 No bid. 
3JS cm 1. Super Benz (R Lapptn, 7-1\. a. 
Evan 'EJP Us (16-1). 3. Orange Race (7-U: | 
4. PeapySpencerp-rfav). isran.rm Btae 
Bomber 5l hd J Eyro. Tote £650: £260. 
£4 50. El 30. El ft DF- £67.90. Trio- 
£326 80 CSF. £114 07. TricasK ES0011 
4.00 (50 1. Muchea (R Hughes. 4-9 lav); 2. 
Red Gana i3-l); J. Perfect Btes (7-1). 5 
roi J0L 11. M Channon Tola: £150; £1.10. 
£1 50 DF: £1.70 CSF: £2 22 

Gilbert said: "We are 
currently investigating other 
options and are very confi¬ 
dent of securing a quality 
overseas player for the 
season." 

It is likely that whoever 
Surrey sign up would be 
offered only a one-year con¬ 
tract McMillan had to be 
offered a two-year deal, worth 
around £200,000 in total 
because he had already 
played for Warwickshire. 
□ The India and Pakistan 
cricket teams will play an 
annual series of on e-day inter¬ 
nationals in Canada, starting 
this year, organisers an¬ 
nounced in Delhi yesterday. 
The inaugural Friendship , 
Cup tournament between tire 
two rivals will comprise five 
oneway matches and take 
place in September. j 

4J0 (1m 51175yd) 1. Cross Taft (F Lynch. 
14-11: 2, Hitzah (B-1); 3. Admirals Seen* 
(11-2jMM.Sarmal ll-2»-fav 13ran HI. 
3. R HolIndteBd. Tote: £1940: ESOO. 
£2-20. £3 40. DF. £89 80. Tito: E8630. CSF: 
£120.78. Tricast: £65250. 
5.00 (1m 31 214yd) 1. Jackson Part (M 

THE blazer-and-tie brigade 
watched aghast as Nod Ken¬ 
nedy, looking as if he had 
turned up to audition for a 
part in The Pirates of Pen¬ 
zance, seemed poised to put 
Tony Allcock, their suave 
hero, to the sword in the world 
outdoor singles bowls champ¬ 
ionship here yesterday. 

Kennedy, of Hong Kong, his 
head swathed in a blue ban¬ 
dana and his cheekbones 
smeared, Shane Wame-style. 
in bright blue sunblock, was 
about to hoist the skull and 
crossbones when Allcock, the 
defending champion, repdled 
all boarders. 

Allcock and Kennedy had 
toiled to 9-9 after (I ends, 
before Kennedy took control 
and powered his way to a 24-15 
lead after 26 ends. It was then 
that Allcock heard a plaintive 
but inspirational rallying cry 
from Mai Hughes, bis team 

manager. “Come on Tony, 
you’re only ten shots behind”. 

Allcock responded with typi¬ 
cal sang-froid, putting up a 
succession of maximum 
length jacks, and dominating 
proceedings. For seven ends in 
succession, he got his bowls 
nearer to the jack than Kenne¬ 
dy , but the climax came on the 
33rd end, when Allcock under- 

Resufts 

lined his class. Already hold¬ 
ing game, he drew an almost 
unbeatable shot, inticing Ken¬ 
nedy to essay a desperate 
drive. A blistering firing shot 
rocketed the jack into the 
ditch, and, after the dust had 
settled, it transpired that Ken¬ 
nedy’s toucher had landed in 
the ditch a mere 18 inches from 
thejack. 

The match was over, or so it 
seemed. To draw to within 18 
inches of die ditch on a fast 
rink was surely too much to 
ask, but such was Allcock's 
determination to hang on to 
his crown, that he found the 
power to deliver an inch- 
perfect bowl under intense 
pressure. "I didn't know 
whether to say run on or 
wnah," All cock said, “so I said 
nothing, and waited to see 
where my bowl would finish." 

It stopped an inch or so 
short of the ditch and gave 
Allcock the victory that should 
take him into the singles semi¬ 
final on Saturday. Today, all 
competitors in the singles take 
time out, but will be back in 
action tomorrow, when not 
only Allcock, but also Richard 
Corsie, Neil Burkett and Kel¬ 
vin Kerkow will be striving to 
maintain their 100 per cent 
records. 

OF: £850. Tno- £10« CSF: £16 65 
Tricatt £36.15. 
Jackpot: not wan (pool ot ES.519.13 
canted forward to AMraa today). 
Placepot £189 JO. Quadpot £12.70. 

Lingtield Park 
Going: standard 

2.10 (78 1. Waypoint (T Sprato. 10-1): 2. 
Domah Amaem G-7 lav). 3. Victory Bound 
£5-1). 6 ran. 1*1.61H Chariton Tote £15.10: 
£4 CO. £1.10 OF £2 40. CSF £1375. 
2-45 (2m) l. Captain Marmalade (J Tara. 
H-2). 2. Durham 0.1), 3. Jutaadartanvadar 
(5-1) ABaz Cyrano 9-4 lav. 8 ran II. 2m D 
Thom Tote; C7.0Q: £1.10, E2 30, £2 20 DF- 
£27 40. CSF: £46.11. 
3J9 (1m 21] 1. Errant (J Quinn. 8-1): 2. 
Greenwich n (7-2): 3. No Speeches (7- 
g. Locorotondo 3-1 lav. 6 ran II. 3»l D 
Cosg-Ote. Tote. £730; £4 00. £1 80. OF: 
£1850. CSF: £32.39 
3.50 (lm) 1. Wctoiy Taam (R Cochrane. 4-1 
lav); 2. Waftta Beach (14-1). 3. Autumn 
Cover (14-1) 10 ran U a, G Baking. Tote; 
£3.50: £120. £460, £4 50 OF1 £6820. Tito- 
£239.40 (pan won; pool o! £273.22 earned 
toward to 3 45 at AWrw today). CSF 
£54.04. Tricaat £883 18. 
A20 (GO 1. Rowlandsons Stud (Dana 

. O'NeB. 8-1). 2. Dandnq Jack (11-1); 3, 
Arfngrcn Lady (Evans foal 8 ran. 2stl. iy.G 
L Moora. Tote: £1020. £2.60. E2.70, £1.10 
DF: £2960 CSF: £79 14 Tricaat £148 34 
4.50 (1m 4f) 1. CoJossa (J Qufcw. 4-6 lav): 2. 
Ready To Draw (8-1), 3. Beg 01 Tricks (8-4). 
5ran.21sl.shha.JEw0.Tote C130.C110. 
£2.10. DF; £420 CSF- £606. 
Placepot: £21960. Ouadpot C5170. 

□ Karl Burke, The trainer, is 
10 sue Weatherbys after the 
disqualification yesterday of 
the Lingfield winner Northern 
Trial — at the centre of the 
"winner who should not have 
run" controversy. Burke will 
press for compensation after 
what he called "a catalogue of 
errors" ended with his horse 
running in and winning the 
Bamaby Rudge Claiming 
Stakes on February 22, when a 
visor he insisted had been 
declared for the horse was 
removed at the start 

THUNDERER 
2.15 Chai-Yo. 2.45 AaJ B AaJ. 3.20 Court Melody. 
3.55 Rising's Lass. 4.30 MyhameL 5.00 Jemima 
Puddled Lick. 5.30 Barristers Boy. 

Call Evans: 4.30 Loyal Note. 

GOING: SOFT (6000 TO SOFT IN PLACES)_SB 

2.15 SPRING NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 
(Div I: £1.926:2m If) (8 runners) 

1 4110 CHAFWM2 I0D5) J OM 6-11-9^ .. B Upton 
I W JUeflUAN 29 RAlWp 5-11-2___D Lerfiy 
3 BOP- MJ7LEV31BN HMka6-11-7_ ft&WM 
4 DO LAUHA LVE23 BDc Ha»6-T0-ii_Jlbtem 
5 5 MOORLAfUfERRVMAKEn 17 B Wtean 6-10-11 D Safer (5) 
fi P0WDEH UOfHEY 327P C Pqptam B-1D-11. TDxxomfe (5) 
7 P0 SONG EXPRESS 21 JEcdey 8-10-11 ..M Badm 
a Otf BOWLES PATROL 9 J Upson 4-10-fl_S Cora) fS 

4-5 CJai-Ta. 3-1 Uoarfntmarraivfer. 6-i IUHji. H-1 Seng Expos. >M Lan 
Lj«. EKMlSS PalmL 18-1 dBm 

2.45 EARLYBIRD NOVICES CHASE 
(£2,965:2m It Oyd) (9) 

1 2FR 
2 2BFP 
3 11-U 
4 8-03 
s m 
6 MR- 
7 fiP 
s ppao 
9 WB> 

waafia- -araa 
ATbS 

BPTHn69-10-13.._ . . DQTSrtvai 
5°** 7-10-13- 6 Hogan (3) 
SI R Budder 9-10-13_G Santa (7) 

.fi IB] H Tinman 12-10-13. I Lawrence 

amssBsiaasr-" 
3.20 SETSQUARE ffiCRUTTUBd CHASE 
(Handicap: £3,636:3m) (6) 

1 J*Z D0NT TEU. T)ff Wt IE QLS.S) C Eganon lO-li-io 

2 P063 DUHALLOWf L00GE 12 (C0,G,S) C Btenll 9-ri-O1*^ 
3 242U COURT MELODY 40 (Bjffi P\nSuE-WATlS 
4 3140 C«T>UN IS P HmS nim g 
5 4W CTAR0ATS3J(5,S)NL4nwrt1(M£ GTTflS 
6 4216 SMWTOVW HU. 13 (VJLF^S) U Pipe j.“ R°FS 

COURSE SPECIALISTS" ~ "" 
J OkL 7 minis kom 19 nmas. 3E.M- p •« 

ssa*ssKMfia,*'|iKs®« 

□ Graham McCourt, the jock^, won the final 
race of his career yesterday on Sister Steph¬ 
anie. who prevailed by nine lengths in the 
Pardubice Handicap Chase at Chepstow. 

3.55 MARCH HARE C0NDIT10HAL JOCKEYS 
SELLING HANDICAP HURDLE (£2,073:3m 110yd) (16) 

1 6340 THE UNDER 17 iCi) 6 Edwanb 9-11-11_ D Safer 

1 _ OBrnrowsp) 
3 CmABIDOLKlftD(BUS)DGancWta9-11-6 . DFwtt 
* LANE 15 (BJ3.G.S) J farife B-11-? - GFRyan 
£ ^ £5NOTforeEAULT 15ffi.aS)PJune, 110-0.. GTwmey 

7 DUOS BBUIG'SLASS 17HQSnfisn6-1M__ SCurrm 
S °SE 5wl0B0 17 (DFfl Miss J Em» 8-10-5 _ . G Hagan 
9 -FOP DAVES DELIGHT 68 (S) Ft Budte 10-10-3_ . G Sun* [5] 

10 ITS GRAND 15 J Boday 7-10-1.. Tsta 
11 MOO EMMA GRMES 21 J Mane 5-1 Ml.l AskI 

« SS 'TffljW)RBMier 7-10-0_ TJMurtw 
14 81^^S-’CW). CMswSS 

.SH ra WE AFC 106 A 8mn* 10-10-0... A Procter 
» C^TC UJJEY 43 fl) R Hoad 6-104)_ . B Fenton 
16 POBO PACVK (NERTURE 8C Band) 4-10-0-.. . R Massey 

** S«a P*o(, Brno Come, t-1 lit 
12-' Paclc Ovartun, 14*1 otficn 

4-30 sETSQUARE RECRUITMENT HUNTERS 
CHASE (Amateurs: £1,173:3m) (14) 

J rn5?, FR8EZEJ .SJ Mrs A Bmun 14-12-7 E James (7) 
2 4041 WW MU. HOUSE 26 (G5JMIBS Cm? 13-12-7 ’ 

l «5JJHATELSE 12Pk4teE Prtng 7-124) DAtoJtffiS 
i ^ MoobmjarJms9-u-o ... sswSm 
5 **** * Ross 13-12-0 I WMfcoRfie (71 
6 2R22 ALST MY BJLL17 tf.G) K rtarl 1D-17-0- Chtod m 
a IS! LOT*- NOTE 17 (G^) Us E Andrea: 8-iC-O Skran AntfBWS O) 

! Ira 'to*"1*8 
10 ^^P9-1M- - A5) 

i ESi®-- “ 3 
14 1-P3 uau THE BAYIIP ff5) E Wmu oIn-9 ^ ’ 

.,i L B^CWonl f7) 

SnoHU^nS111*'7-1 **“ Tk%1 b‘i m J““ ** ,0-' 

J a 
5 0545 PfflSETBfT BU*B) 15 (G) R Hedges 6-1(H)^ ^ 

5 ag]iTI«257RQ-Si«Kr&-1DD c 7 -wo SUW4e)HAl«N13NUteP*()7.1M ' L 

®JS.9sswwiHu,ff,,ov,c£sHu 
J a 22 Sprats BOY 29 JMd 6-1 l-L. 
i SPARKS 118D0*3»y6-1V2 " si 

5 am tS ® OttomSrfd 7-lW.. 
6 M 2L<S^L2f99N12sl««m-!. ''aims') 

, - »SSTSSBVSESiSW0-1' ■ - - is 
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United States has clean sweep in first running of Dubai World Cup 

Cigar adds courage to list of virtues 
From Jluan Muse* r |-------—- 

ivDubai I . 

RACING 43 

From Jllian Muscat 

iv Dubai 

A STUNNING duel up the 
home straight ar Nad a! 
Sheba racecourse was settled 
only in the dying strides 
yesterday when Cigar inched 
ahead of Soul Of The Matter 
to claim the inaugural Dubai 
World Cup. It was 3 display uf 
raw courage from a flawless 
Thoroughbred. 

Cigar arrived in the desert 
with plenty to lose. But he 
departs this land of paradoxes 
having enhanced his reput¬ 
ation with a below-par perfor- 

BIG-RACE RESULT 

3.00 DUBAI WORLD CUP 
lSl.SW.387: 1m 2t dirt) 

». CIGAR :j Baneyj. 2. Soul Ot The 
Matter (G Stevens; 3. L'Camere IJ 
Chavez) ALSO RAN Pertne |4lh) 

Tamaya? {5th). bveV Maml (6th). 

Needle Gun (7th). Torrential iBth) 
Lanocha (9th). Dar.ewm iltRhi! 
Haling, tt ran. >.l. 31. w tAxi (Lf3> 
2mm 03 64sec. 

mance. In 13 successive vic¬ 
tories in the United States. 
Cigar has never been extended 
to the limits of his endurance. 
He was on this occasion, and 
the size of his heart more than 
compensated for an inter¬ 
rupted physical preparation in 
advance of this race. 

Bill Mott, whose handling 
of Cigar has been exemplary, 
amplified the point in the 
moment of victory. “We have 
often wondered what would 
happen when a horse came up 
to him and looked him 
straight in the eye.” Mott said. 
“Today we found out I was 
counting the days he missed 
training through his injured 
foot when the other horse 
came at him. but he was never 
going to get in front. It proves 
how great my horse really is." 

So rapidly did Soul Of The 
Matter progress to Cigar's 
flanks two furlongs out that it 
seemed inevitable his momen¬ 
tum would sweep him to an 
improbable victory. But Cigar 
would not lie down. As 
Pentire, who tracked Cigar 
from the start, found the 

Bailey shows his delight as Cigar fends off Soul Of The Matter to land the Dubai World Cup at Nad AI Sheba yesterday 

intensity of the struggle be¬ 
yond him, the two protago¬ 
nists surged clear. 

Cigar wavered for a stride 
or two inside the final furlong. 
“I actually got past him,” said 
Gary Stevens, who rode the 
runner-up. “It is quite some 
time since that happened to 
Cigar but that's when he 
showed his personality and 
guts, ive never been so proud 
in defeat." 

This $4 million internation¬ 
al contest proved a triumph 
for the United States, whose 
three runners filled the first 
three places. Pentire. repre¬ 
senting Britain, threatened 
briefly on the outer but faded 
to finish an excellent fourth. 
Needle Gun was seventh. 

But the home defence, com¬ 
prising a quartet from Sheikh 
Mohammed’s Godolphin sta¬ 

ble, never made an impres¬ 
sion. Tamayaz performed re¬ 
spectably in fifth but 
Torrential. Larrocha and 
Hailing were prevented from 
filling the last three places by 
Danewin. the Australian chal¬ 
lenger. who finished tenth in 
the field of II. 

If Cigar'S domination of his 

contemporaries brooks no ar¬ 
gument, few can now dispute 
his right to join the all-time 
greats. This triumph, under 
floodlights on an alien surface 
in a distant land, has secured 
that status. Indeed, the six- 
year-old now has Citation’s 
winning streak well within his 
sights. Winner of the Ameri¬ 

can Triple Crown in 1948, Cit¬ 
ation registered 16 consecutive 
victories. 

Indeed, who is 10 say Cigar 
might not have won the Triple 
Crown had he raced on dirt in 
his youth? He was switched 
from a turf surface only 18 
months ago, long after his age 
disqualified him from contest- 

Three more National defectors 
THE smallest Grand National field for 26 
years is on the cards after three more horses 
were almost certainly ruled out yesterday. 
Injury has forced the defection of Dextra Dove 
and Toogood To Be True, while the drying 
ground conditions at Ain tree mean Tartan 
Tyrant will probably miss the race. 

Their absence reduces the field to 29 — the 
lowest since Gay Trip beat 27 rivals in 1970. 
Tartan Tyrant bad offered the trainer Gordon 

Richards realistic hopes of registering his third 
National success after Lucius (1978) and Hallo 
Dandy (1984). But Ain tree was bathed in 
sunshine yesterday and the going was changed 
to good. Richards said: “It doesn't look like 
Tartan Tyrant is going to run. We need some 
rain for him but none is forecast” 

On a quiet betting day, the only notable 
move came for an Irish raider. Son Of War. 
who was cut a point to 8-1 by Ladbrokes. 

ing the American classics. Ar 
that point Cigar had regis¬ 
tered just one victory from 11 
starts. Now he boasts 15 from 
16 outings on dirt most in the 
highest class. What’s more; he 
has exported his message out¬ 
side the United Stares. 

It required a considerable 
act of faith for Moti and Allen 
Paulson, who owns the horse, 
10 travel Cigar 7.000 miles 
from his home to a venue 
unproven in the international 
arena. But Paulson has al¬ 
ways been blessed with an 
innovative spirit. 

“ Even when it got tight I still 
thought he would win." 
Paulson said of Cigar. “Wher¬ 
ever he goes, this horse is a 
uue champion. As long as he's 
healthy well shoot for the 
moon." There may not be a 
horse to beat him. even there. 

AINTREE 
THUNDERER 

■$.00 Shankar 3A& Romany King 

Z35 UNGUIDED MISSILE (nap) ^ ^ 

3.10 Gambolling Doc 5.20 Uncle Keeny . 

The Times Private Hand (capper's top rating: 

2.35 COULDNT BE BETTER. 

Cad Evans: 4.50 Wudimp. 

GOING: GOOD TOTE JACKPOT MEETING SIS 

2.00 SEAGRAM TOP NOVICES HURDLE 
(Grade II: £13,760.2m 110yd) (15 runners) 

tor 401-312 WMAWCKY16 (R.G.5) (tta £ Banes) N teadmon 6-11-6 .... UAFtegertd 95 
103 0110 MASTER TRUE 33 ID.BF.G.S) uctei Ah Fating S*bW te J Rtrai 5-11-6 W Lbrafcn 84 
103 32-1231 SH«KW28|D.E,S)IWem*W!Jhr^Pfcl0rfc*i*!»5-11-« ... ROwMady 91 
104 40-015 BRAZLORBUST28ID.Gl(Mr,CVWeislPIfetfw5-11-2-  MDwyw h 
105 1-11113 »S11£SWm>lSWSffi.S)(UrtV^0IWBto5-lW --Pttm @ 
UK 36 mazer SEA 1371rte 0*5 PartneniCB»VM 5-11-3..- - JRKiwb^ 61 
107 6 JUDK10US NQRUAN 27 (J Atoll A TuircV 5-11-2 .. . -.IHmy 62 
108 303 LAKE KtffflA 19 fl Cuny. P Baton. M Cataro) P Itatrti 5-11-2.AP tfcCoy 88 
109 0-00343 MAITRE06IW5HUE 19{S)(FATund>11-3.. . . PCjitwry 68 
MO 5711220 MASTERHEVELED16(D.G.SI (Ur.EItffanslPhare6-11-7 ..R&KI9S 
in 214244 »OTtt&tPR»CEl6(0in(Bafitt*tsfWrerJkr»etaHbneifi-ll-2 ettortyn 95 
112 304-011 CTMflMNij OKI 23iP,G,S)(CCasilQSterwcd5-10-M . JOstame 75 
113 1211 HM4U10Nm6(0SF.6S1 (FI*Raw?Cbrt M rtpri 4-10-3 . .. OMMv M 
1M 40 RH) U6K7 16 (B1 iM f (bong Pirtrtntvl J JenW. 4-10-8 - -- BPwrel 50 
115 U221D TRAOC HBW14 (8^| (Kn^to toefcPotrrPy) MPipe ±-10-8 . _ JLma 01 

BETTING. 7-3 HimjnrOe 4-1 Crtfe £*e*p. 5-1 Swstel Pimee 6-1 Sente. 6-T Slfc 10-1 Uto 
tails 12-1 offer-. 

1995 SWffl WGNONETTE M0-11 P to*" t4-11 Un, M Rttttef 15 on 

FORM FOCUS 

GUIDE TO OUR IN-LINE RACEdARD 

101 113143 GOOD TIMS 13 (BF.F,EL5) (Ura 0 ftortar) B tall 134) .BWHt[7) 88 

(team nmba. 5fc-6nw« knn (F—M. P— arm. BF — beaten tMuita * bsd ace) 
pdiaj up U —upstart rlto. B — Buno on nWdi horse tas wi (F — tan, good 10 

orira FriftaL®-Miters. V-vtoor. H— ■ “****; Ta""^ABL*d 
tart E — EjtaiWff C — ecusewnwr. D— netfn. FWe pto my domca Tta Tmes 
dtabnee wkm. CO—couse and dUaca Pmrte ftartopprtS (Stag 

3.10 SANDBIAN MAGHULL NOVICES CHASE 
(Mikfrray course: yade L £23,150:2m) (11 rimers) 

301 4VF-11B ASia»ll6(a&S)BSta«*o«»n*iM1-4 . _JQsfamt 32 
302 212230 CABLE BEACH 16 fDjjGt (H Stnrty) M (VtJ 7-11-4 ... . RDmoody 91 
303 1212H1 CAFTAM KHEDIVE18(Dr&S)IKtadn*Pirt»nlta)Pllcho»s8-11-4.... PHfc 91 
3M 323411 OMR1A8 CHAUiNGE 18 ICirtfan Mi-4 _ IWya 91 
305 FM0621 GAMB01J«OOC2B(D/S^(WsMOlean1PUUtas(rel6-lH. ... THorpn 92 
306 Mlltn USDD0RGET 1901^,6^UlfegolJClndkeS-11-4 .  APMeCor 90 
307 3-1F41U UmUTTANCASllE 16 Afea(PRtaoBrt Atawe W MM-FMMds ® 
308 1F0S51 ISaJROrt(M&SHIrt«yRr*iBOBBior«i8-11-4._ PHotey 87 
309 4IH22F P14EERLEV PLACE 16 [651 (A Creno) N T««ssn-Qate. 8-11 -4. ® 
310 0-61P12 SBiORaBETM/m 19(FX^)tGNodJlA!SlfcoZ-IM.. 6Bn*y 08 
311 0-203U2 SUOiCHUBW23(BF.fi)nrtrOoUartONtartenaiC li-4 .... IIAAqnW 87 

BETOfft 3-1 MatalB»Cs8a. 5-1 Crte Beoeh. M Gwfcoltao Doe. 7-1 Urt Durnd. Sen* B Bantt, 8-1 
Qim NirtM, Qntron CWtenpa J3-1 dr, 

1695 MORC0J 7-11-3 N Mtanoon (11-4) J Jotam 7 on 

FORM FOCUS 

KB4ANCKY Bi M rt 27 k Indetaw n grade) 
Supreme Novices' Hurdle at Ctefrmfcro (an 
110yd. gort to soft) wih Brevanciy urtrteriCAS- 
TLE SWEB’ (410 Oeflar offi ted M SKBh 
WELL PRWCE 14m bear old 4140i aid MASTER 
BEVELED (416 hew off) Kl l«h Eartrt beai 
MASTER BEVELED (46 beBa oBl 41 m B-nona 
grade 0 Dovecote Novice HrnBe it Kempwi l2m. 
S08) troSi SPEEDWELL PRINCE r8ft h«W off) 
SHl 4tti art MASTER TRIBE <4to Beoa off) 411 
7h 
-HANKAR beat Trtettai 141 

mite * lrtta« (Stv. qoodl. BRAZB. OR BUST 
in if-nmer maiden hurdle a leal Bartwop 

Udowtei (2m. good) pendbmase s&n. LAKE KAr 
{KBA413nlol 11 to QmanmwUa o> nwee hurdle 
a Chepstow f2m IIDvd. good to seff) 
MAJ7RE Of MUSKUE 71 3rd rt IS b HenrieBa 
Hnranl ai novice haute * SandOM (2m 110yd. 
soft) CHARMW6 GIRL 6eX tan's Bef HI in 10- 
runner nmtee hurdle * Bangor pn It good to 
sain 
HAULTDN S6JC M M ol 610 Cental Enpess Hi 
handKap hurtle at Nertninr <2m llOJrt firwy) 
TRAGIC HERO beal Mearff To Be 201 in iSflmo 
rrrtden turtle ai PVrmowi 12m H snffj pemA- 
maie star 
Selection: SHAMKAR 

1.35 IIARTB.L CUP CHASE 
lildmay course1 grade II" £36.604:3m If) (6 runners) 

s s 12-11-5 
a Wf3 MLttfllttflfBErrBI U f.GS) P B Whdte) C ta* Wl-S 
4 ^22to EGYPrWU.PRMCE33(f.G.S)l^!^r^»10-«-5 - 
5 2111 TP SCOTTONBANKS33{BF.S.S)(1 Bnnf] TEadrtiy 7-11-6 - nrfaMimlu 87 
6 121212 UNGUDED WSSUf 16 fD.BF.F.6.Sj |D Harruonl G fWarts H i -5 R Itowod)- 87 
rrwa- 7-4 MM Be Betier. 7-2 Barton Bar*. Sertwi Brts. 9-2 UrgM Mtut ^ EWXUUPnoo. 
A HUTXMlf 

79*5. MBWYGAtf 7-11-9 € Bradley (5-?) J Bitot** !*«&» 

FORM FOCUS 

APMcGoy 90 
J Osborne 71 
G Bradley g) 

WUarstm S3 
LWyer 91 

: aCTTBI 231 3rd ol 10 lo myenaj 
I Toff CheJtentam Gold Cm Om 21 
win BARTON BAWIA «ni 
T MIL PRWCE 3VI W N 9 » 
in grade H 

pton |3m. soil) wlh BARTON BANK 

SiiS2M,Smiih 5 Band 
U Peia Marsh Ltnnled KantSc^t 

Chase <4 HayffiKi (3m. vfi) pautarate itat 

Eartta bea Owta R *il*25LS¥SRflS 
a Doncaster i3m 21. good) m®Bw(HLMDUR 
(7«Soiri 51 
rt IDBMaerw m 
(3m ii oart k> sod) Eadlo he* Som Dee) 
n iBndttrt chase al Wefterhy On 4) HOyd. good 

Item: UNGUDED MCSCE 

ASX TDM 4718h of 16 lo Itadm Canon in grade 
I Arts Chase a CtatarturaQm. good to soft) «h 
CABLE BEACH 91 8«l W7A1N RHEWE uart- 
ed rider M. CUMBRIAN CHALLENGE W1 5». 
MANHATTAN CASTLE tnsartrt nder start and 
PWBERlfY PLACE beaten rteo lei 2 om CAP- 
TAW r«DNE 71 2nd ol 6 Id Crtaedy SDM to 
pade I Heery VI Nowces1 Chase X Saodowi (an. SOACAAN CHALLB4H tart Catfnss 

41 0) nortce handicap efase M WrthBtx 
Grrv, goad b soB) «rth LORD DORCET (V2fc 
erase rtOuaetted rid* 7k. OAMBOUMB DOC 

bad Pens Brenm If ei 6-nmer dome chase d 
Ttaies (an. petotog a art) LORD DORCET bed 
SNOR & BETRtfm nut to 4nmct nowz 
dme d Saetam (2ra. port id arti. MAMMT- 
TAN CASTLE Deal Drcfcto Syraphoiy 71 in 6- 
nmer gada I Arte Perprtal Nonce erase ar 
iKipartMwn Cm H nehtag to mQ penjUmale 
starTSENOR 5 BETRUTD beat Caipecbe Biy 
1KI in 6-nnaa yade I ScNy Isles Nonce Chase al 
Ssrtoan On 41, good lo firm) ertti NEMUR0 101 

Sefectm SEN0R 0. BETJU/TT1 

«E 
403 
404 
tt£> 
406 
407 
408 
m 
410 
411 
412 
413 
414 
415 
416 
417 
418 
419 
420 
421 

. CODuyer 86 
SMcw8 M 

LWjw 04 
. GBradQ) eg 
. APUcCor 93 

. F Woods 62 
. D Wash (5) 07 

jQtaore 94 

3.45 JOHN HUGHES MSNOflUL TROPHY CHASE 
tGiaxl Naiiona) course: handicap: £23.811:2m 61) (21 runners) 
401 44033P ALL THE ACES 15 $£) (J Udtonto) A Uaora (be) 9-11-JO. 

T2-2F11 OLD 8M)GE 15 Id ttKfcnm) A Tunrtl 8-11-A.. - 
1111BS MASTER BOSTON 14 *S) |14 OUam) B Mortwee 8-11-2 _ 
111113 GO UM1B1SAI. 26 tC.F^LS] (Unheral ContaBxz) C tooefs 8-11-2. 
141100 STRA£HTTALK 110 FAS)MraCFausoiOPltahcta9-11-0 
11S*12 BACK BAR 33 (6^ (P McCwdry) A Mem ftel 8-1M3.. —. . 
101611 FFSE 23 (T Moras) P Bmbi 9-IO-H 
224240 8ASCELAKE34 [R BUS UdlOScmert 10-10-11 - 
22113P 4AINSPIGS 16[DJ.G^ (Baffdraftrlneranipl UPloe9-10-11. .. OBridgntor _ 

53654-6 ROMANYKM62Bl&Sl (USclMrartuehlKndey 12-10-11. . MrUAmylan S 
2-22513 T0UREENntMCE28(uuGL5)(PSIanp)ld5SHKragN 13-10-9 ... MrJCdtoy (5) S3 
11-PP23 MJGOW BEACH 15 (FAS) LlEmhJM Pipe 11-1M_J Lower 94 
32/31 PI TINXnFABLE26(G5)(JHCrtbis]NHentenon8-10-0_ MAFfaganM 93 
S3U044 BOLD CHOICE 6 fF,<L5) p Josfiuh) R Pitta 10-10-0. JFrasJ 92 
B15421 SAAOR«l2(FAS)fflPW«s)PData0-rM-- CUtade 87 
P262SP GMJS ABUCK IS fiEjGjSWKCasMdol0Etearth 13-10-0.PH*Y 94 
620332 iWBGUBiBt23(KFAS)|AOoppJ)MltanmrtB-1(M_ .... ROmraody 92 
533431 0HPOECBBN20 (F£)(ACam)PCbeestaMh 10-10-0.. RSuppfc 88 
134512 JlE1lMtE23fjE)UJai«Bta|JJanreani0-ld41.. PCartwry B0 

3W136 CB0PRHJYLADB4^ ifllWIP Webber 9-lM. - “ 

4.20 6LBflJVET AWflVHiSARY4-Y-O NOVICES HURDLE _ 
(Grade Ih £28,424:2m 110yd) (12 runners) 

501 515314 ESCARTfflSUE 14 flXS)(PUereer)MPipe 11-4_ .. -DBridOMkr 09 
502 421368 AMLAH 14 IF)(S Sonrtrt) P Heats 11-0-  Bftewd 56 
503 22130 OAAUWG l4p.g (R Greed <Fne Parttags)) SStaMcd 11-0.. ... J Osborne 77 
504 2f1 H/ELWEHDUUOtAJd 12 (D5\ (R0q4rmf Ihapbt 11-0 . _ PCartarry 61 
5(6 0006 FLOW BACK 27(1^ ID Lem} 6 Eraigli 11-0 — ..-.JRKaraniOb - 
506 411 MARCHANf IMG 33 (DAB) (R Doper) M HanmoDd 11-0 __ U Dwyer 85 
537 2 NO PATTBW 14F (Kngeanl 6 L Mncra 11-0. LWyer 55 
508 1143F OUnKRSM(BA»(iatetaliWPaiW«ilo)NHMde»a)11-a MAR&onU 83 
509 05118 ZABADI 14SLS.S)(ladyIMS)DMctafcan 11-0_  API&oy 90 
510 Ilf DEBUTANTEDAYS14jp,BfE.O(IfesSBaMi)MbsHtaqfa 1M-JFTBry 90 
511 13 HATTABR&ZE 14 (DS) (MrsJ mhU] DMMam 10-9. .. _ ROuwoody 97 
512 1422 MSTMG^TT 14 (D.SJ (J Da®*i| H Teatan-Oartes 1D9 CUeweByn @ 

BETTM6: 3-1 tWsfirSr Days. 4-1 ErWeen Ou Mai*i 5-1 HdD Breeze. Usmgun 2dob. 7-1 0i» Kna 12-1 
bfarehH Mug. 14-1 other. 

1995: STOMPW 4-11-0 J0*ot»IS-1)KfeHtto^aiBran 

FORM FOCUS 
ZA&ADItadM&naCTTpli bettor) 1541 n 9- 
Ramr Kerrnkzi lutle (2m. wW (araBmde start 
rth OUR \REJ4I0 brtkr) IN 3rd DEBUTANTE 
DAYS bed EDB.WEB DU MOLLff (fit HO) 
2M to UOortei oodee toede (2m. goad) WST- 
MGUETT 41 2nd to Paddy’s Retan « Tiwra* 

Hur* d Cheftertam |2m 1L Mrt> art HATTA 
BRffZE mi Id. ESCARTSTGUE <46 weal M 
46. ZABAD 3 6th. OAKflKG 13 116. AMAH 
toitad oomi 2hd OUR KRB ten 2nd and DEBU- 
TANfE OATS M 15L 
Selection' MSTINGUEn 

4.50 CUVEE NAPA NOVICES HUNTERS CHASE 
(Mildmay course: amateuis: £7.IQS: 3m If) (9 nmneis) 
601 0-IU31 ARDBR8WAN IBP (G) rC Bamwr) J ftm 9-12-0_ . . C Bemetf - 

OOmt BALLY WOT 11 (5) (i O'Cdto^Bn) I OtaJtojlw Orel 6-12-0 P Fectan 60 
2-T1F COUB0AL KELY14 (f-GS) (Coctert Crranglbaigl Un DOtzd 0-12-0 PItoding 90 
31- 63 BUNS BAR 13 (B) (K ftanttarn) N Pbrtrt 7-124) ....... A tar 87 

220222 JOMff TIC RK 42 tan to Wwrwj to HMbi M 8-120 .. . T tartan) - 
32- 11 SPACE am 17 ((LSI (D Statonj tte V Stestae 8-12-0. Mss V StogliBB 86 

21-211 WIDO1 12 (0.F.GSMC Storeyi Ms J Stem 7-120. -- _ C Storey @ 
,15-3*12 A vnen Ultra 13 tS*JSS) (W« J Thomsen) ttUhde 7-11-9 R Itete 88 

UHJt S0URBELLSDAU6HTBI 22 (P.GS) (J Bates) 5 Bteste 0-11-0 Wss 5 Bates 81 

BETTMG: K Vhrtng 3-1 Cotonal M«i. 9-2 Spaa Ctm 6-1 Baty ftoL ?-l A Wert} Csmen. 8-1 
Anfirwnan 10-1 Jrtnny The Fa. 12-1 rthen 

1996. PROUD SUN 7-12-0 U Fatal (4-1) SPtarBos 

FORM FOCUS 

602 
603 
604 
EDS 
606 
607 
ESB 
609 

324-023 CHAMELPASIWEI 
' ITT. RBatrry 77 

IDBuiM 12-10-0.. Guy Lento (3) 60 (6) (liras 

Long Aerrttoap: Tudor Fat* 9-13 Bold Ctara 9-12. Salta Jen ML Cme A Buck 9-10, Peru Gam M, 
Own Dectan M, J« Wrto 941. Cagrady Ud 8-10. Cbonel taskne 7-10 

BETHNEL 7-1 Old Budge, 8-1 Taoeoi Piece. Tirta Fata*. BxX Ba. Go (MmaL 10-1 Hen 12-1 Masts 
Boston 14-1 Firm Gamer. Ames Plga SttagH TA 16-1 ctws, 

1995: DUBLM R.YBI 9-12-0 8 Ptaefl (if-2) T Farter 26 an 

FORM FOCUS 
OLD BROGE tart Call I A Day Ml in 13-raneer 
□tamtam handicap das* Cm 4111 Oyd. good B 
sriRvrt ALLTltACES (SfiWer ofll piedHg 
MASTER BOSTON 10 50i el II to Ctaflenpr Du 
Luc to Cheftefltom chase On 5(. good) GoUNF- 
VBBAL treat BAS 0E LAKE (116 beta rt!) & n 
6-nnn Dgraate Jsnflrap ctee On 31110yd. 
good to tom) PBuflbnale tet BACK BAH Ml art 
ol 5 to Lore The Lord m oade V norm dace to 
tee, (2m «. ytefctag]. FfEEE beto PUS GUN¬ 

NER (16 taw off) S in 6-runner SadnefleU 
MWcan chase (3m 4t good). ROMANY KBwf 181 
66 0114 to m #aw In Lodte tuta ctase 
(3m. good) TOliffiEN PRICE 4VI 3rd dl2 to 
liaani to UrthM handicap chm On, good). 
TUDOR FABLE baas Wytan 2V,l ia 9-rvnrar Neo- 
buy handle*) dose (2m 41, good to soQ. SAB.OR 
JM tart lory's (erd oetotaad m 3-nmer handi- 

etee to Utam (an S. goedv 
- ROMANY KW6 (tap) 

COLONML KEU.Y bea SOU In Bisness 2*1 in 6- 
lusna hr® dose al NeMtuy (3m. good to taO 
SPACE CAPPA. completed double, beat Just Uy 
Bill 51 to hurder chase II Tartan (3m, goad) 
WUNMP.eerqpieteddouble, tadDeoiy itoln9- 

newer luta chase to Newcastle (3m. good to 
sol). A VW43Y CmZEN 31 2nd to 13 to Flo Bono 
(n ravRe dase to Fatatoam (2m S tiQya, 
good to Drrrl rrth EF0NS BAR 1^1 3rd 
SrtcfOK CdLOMAL KELLY 

5.20 BARTON & GUESTIER HANDICAP HURDLE 
(E1T.576: 3m HOjffl) (19 nimers) 

224470 JATHB 15 
4- 48000 BALANAK 4) 
31 P-342 MEZYAN 2S (2 
3425-03 FOREST FEAtl 
5- 30200 N0YAN «F (f, 
202230 HATWE ffiB 

400023 WHAT A QUESTION 14 P3J.G5) (Mrs MWaiertoneiM Mon* <se) 8-1241 CQDwyer 90 
P110-00 ALLEGATON 14 (V.G.S) (Maui Pipe ftemg Dob) M Pipe 6-11-12 D Brtogvxn 86 
12P412 IREASlfE AGAM 15 (D6) (J 6wm») Mrs U Jews 7-11-7.. 0 Byrne 90 
PQP1PU SEE ENOUGH 16 (DS) (J Meaden) B tarto 8-11-7.. A Ton 97 
030505 KADASTROF 5 (S) (A Patai) R Otato 6-11-3.. . B Pond S3 
53E030 TROTH LAO 16 {BJ}/.dS) (Mr. H PTendergEl) F Itaptry 7-10-13 P Ctobeny 96 
050060 TOP SPA 14 (F.GSl (Ita l Lang) i Jertab T-1M1. _ A P McCoy 98 

(Crown FVg S IWAng Sra) 0 Nchobon 5-10-10 R Dumrtody 95 
) (Ur Dora) D Gardofe 5-10-7_... Sophto ncheO (5) 88 

i) U Ba«W) J tata 8-10-3- J R Kaeutaih 94 
< 68 (B.G) ID Knn) C Water 8-1M .... J Ortnme 92 
(C UcGta) D Mchub G-10-G .. . 5 Mason 94 

_) PJSfS) if! YAvtt) J Fflagerton 7-10-1.U Owya 80 
0-64203 AMBLE SPEB7Y 19 ID.B.S; |R Utael A Worn (be] 6-10-1 . . , F Woods 00 
411434 SMTH TOO 9 JD.BF.F.GJ (SneUi MartsSeto Meto Ud| lira J Prtm 8-10-0 W Mason 90 
140050 Pffl£LKGOLD 12(5)(irrtteftoniMneUnrtectonng)MPipe6-10-0 CMade @ 
6-3710 ZAUHAfifK 12 (D.F.q (D Btart W Stony 5-10-0- . R UcGfton (7) 92 
213231 UNCLE KEENY 9 (D.G51 (R Sen) J J OTtoV 6-166 |4qj A Roche (3) 60 
222U71 ZAWAH 8 (F.G.5) (111 Twaton-Oanes) N Tasan-OanB 7-1D-0 (4a) DWart(5) 71 

Long hubcap: Feels Lie Oort 9-131 Zartareer 9-13. Utae Keeny 96.2mhtoi 9-7 
BfmRfcb-J Iraaue Agen 6-1 Wist A Question. 8-1 Nop* hna Fealtar. 10-1 Antolr Speedy. Jam*. 13-1 
oners. 

1905: WHAT A QUESTION 7-10-10 H WUteeasar (11-1) M Mona (He) 17 ran 

FORM FOCUS 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
1 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
T9 

WHAT A QUESTION 10KI 3rd rt 19 to Cytaigo in 
Stoyera' terte a Chefluta® (An riOyd. geodl 
rth TOP SPA ISlb baler oS)1717b urt W1E- 
GATION (71b trter rril) S Bh TREASURE AGAM 
head 3D ol 20 to TraingM r handKap burdte at 
Dcbettoan (2m 51. good to s/t> will MTW 
tllb beto off) 8178rart NOYAN (15b tana off) 

m 98) FEELS LIKE GOLD W 2ndoM2 to Y*4 

Itandtoal SW r 14-nanar notice hunfle rt Ayr 
12m 4L good) 
SrtcfatJA) 

Queen Of All Birds 3.30 The 
3olden Pond. 4.40 Stieraf. 5.T0 
Loveyoumillions. 
sSpondent 2^ Gresatre. 4.05 
AIDEN CASTLE (nap). 

nniMfi- t;nFT DRAW' NO ADVANTAGE-SJS 

5 MI6HT0NMHJIAIiAMCTIONMAIDEM 
S (2-Y-O: £2.643- 5f 2yd) (7 runners) 

HXfT BATiAUVH B Holiycfead 90 - . _ 
GfiESATW C Dwye» 9« - || FenBB) “ 

; sSSm - 

Subsist*1' ■ '-ws : 

17-1 Sorts. 20-1 CCmfl*11___ 

■ ~ -j nri nrd baci J 20 Our Kris 

2.55 HARBOROUGH FUMES HANDICAP 
(£3.794- 1m 8yd) (7) 
1 (7) 320- QUEENSC0N5U.58JflLF.BBJtotasff6-10-0 NfrtfH SO 
; 151 51Z2 OKNCFAUBMSMPAS) A Bos5-9-1? ftOrt B 
3 .!> ft-12 MM5WLZ7 1G)HCnlato48-4 .. ..JPfcSrt V 
« 141 246- rrSACADHtoC 1661*5JRamato4-9-3 AFtoun 93 
5 r3i 300- VKIOWS SECRET 1B4 M Ctamon 4-IS J (Urn 96 
6 C) 606- 8*UJiroUCY30i(tIS)J«»lB«toK4-t-W J«B 93 
7 IS, 0m ROYALQANQfl 19(V)RMm4-7-1D-AWrfS) - 

M t i Aertemc. 5-7 (tow. Court. 3-1 (ten 01 AS Btofc 7-1 atari 

4.40 LANGHAM MAIDEN STAKES 
(3-Y-0: £3.596:1m 3f 183yd) (5) 

1 H) 4- ALJCB.VTALE IBSMBtoi 9-0- .. M Fatal 95 
2 (31 04) DREAM OF MY UFE 85 P toper 90 . SDramcOF - 
1 1M 6- IfFAMQUS 177PCrte9-0. .  -TOtoi 87 
4 ft) 052- SHWAF 163 J Dirtep 9-0 -- . W Carson @ 
5 (4) KATHRYTS PET Ita M Rraetey 8-9 -KOartfjr - 

7-4 Sort M A Ufctf Tie, tea®, 5-1 Mtit: Pa. 33-Utaato 0) Uf U» 

5.10 SIMON DE MtWIFORT MAIDEN STAKES 
(£4,060; 1m1l21Byd)(9) 

1 (1| AIM R» STARDOM 26JU Ahem 4-9-13 fl tegta* - 
1 ffi) CAPIWES0NSPHanfa4-9I3  . . GFtort - 
3 (4) D/3- ORCHESTRA STALL364 JQtrtop 4-913 WCaraon ® 
4 (?) 50- SAYITASW337JJmttos44-13- CRtaer 95 
5 (7) W TALATHATH54T CDaitr 4-913.CDwyra - 
6 (9) 0- TARAN154GBtattej4-9-13... _ S0mw<3) - 
7 (31 09 FflAWLYFRAN 195 0Aibtotart*-98 . SWUwtrti B5 
a (5) O- HWSTOCm ffi EOortep 3-8-7.  Ttttat ffi 
9 (8) UAIOBI CASTLE J Gnstaft 3-8-7- . LDetion - 

M Mato Caste. 5-1 Sown StaS 6-1 TdsMi. t-t Oftot Song. 10-1 
Sqogdn. Tstai. franttf Fob. 12-1 atari 

3.30 BURTON OVERT SELLING STAKES 
(3-Y-0: £2.238:5f 218yd) (4) 
1 |3) 2025 ITS FRISKYFAFIMER 14 |F| W6MTuner9-5 ACart 98 
i 4| 2<H1 SHARPU0N1Y5HHo&tatasd9-0  KDtaW 97 
5 (l) 5(H) DUNGEONFTOBX5S7MObhh-Tblni S 
i (2i 0446 aUBHTE$SA1O0fcrttos0-®-. Tftnta 3 
hois Tie Htkj Fame 5-2 Stop UtOf 92 OuWtaca. 5-1 PWtBK 

4.05 GADSBY HANDICAP 
(3-Y-O: £5.341:51218yd) (5) 
1 (4) 62D- THERHEA1680UAnai9-7. ... Sttwtaffl 88 
- PJ m- UMPOIB WpRilitanibiini 9 JAM 95 
1 [w 1 zn «ffi1IIMrSWOG«57(6>£|8ltofcasi08-9 LW ffl 
• u 3W MAPLE BUR. 37 ffiLGj S tt* B-7.A ft» (5) % 
i [s! 051- WtfIEPUWS»3p/)MW8-fi. Htattig 

M Wtai'i»glLJ-iOfcl^Goldtal^Hlk0lfWW1bBte 

D Harvey Bastiman was yesterday banned for 
five days (April 6-11) after being found guilty of 
using his whip with unreasonable frequency on 
Hillzah in the Yarm Handicap at Canerick. 

5.40 JOB WORTH HANDICAP 
(£3.993:7f 9yd) (12) 

(3) 4-20 LOVEYOUMLilONS 29 (F5) M Jotmriufl 4-10-0 
J We*® 

(12) 604- HAWA AL NASAMAAT 180 (DiT E Ouuop 4-9-11 
WCmm 

IE) 6tH> AMAHSAN 29(F) C Broad 4-9-5 . .. . M Fernon 
G) 000- OUPFentES 312 (DG^IM Ryan 4-93. _ A Ota 
(9) 034- BON LUCK Z74.IFacto*4-90 . . DHamson 

HI) 005- 0B6RAE197(SOItaray5nrth4^-0. RP*W(5) 
(10V 4S-2 SYCAMORE LOOSE 6 Uni ftmoaen 5*11. KFaflon 
m DP-0 SGHARNHOFtST 14 RLF.G) S Ol* 4-8-10 A Daly (S - 
(51 200- DUELLO 16115) M Baaetard 993 . . NAdams 94 
141 520- SHE8ANA 160 T INto 3-8-3. _TWBms B6 
(7) 000- GREAT HALL 170 (Cf.S) P Cyndefl 7-7-13 

Lbrtcr Otffcr |7) 95 
12 (8) 5000 EAST BARNS 7 (&DF.G.S) 3 Setass 6-7-IQ 

PF«sseyi5) 84 

3-1 Sycamoe Lodge. 9-2 Han Al Hiseml. 5-1 Bon (vet. 7-1 loyeyounfOaxc. 
9-1 ShHana. TD-l Oetarae. Sclarwn. 1M odien 

COURSE SPECIALISTS 
TRADERS J Dud up, 2D nnera hm 1D4 nerara, 192%. J Gosoen. 
12 bum 66. 182%: M ffyai. II tom Si, 136\PFtans.4 bom 31. 
12.9V U Johstan. 6 ban 48.12.5V P D*. 11 hm 90.1229. 0 
ftfltng, 5 bun 44. >1.4% 

JOCKEYS: L Deni. 31 mm from 154 rides. 7%. J Weaver. 14 
ban 76.18 AV i Rw). 14 bora E. 17.1V W Cast®. 19 Iran 113 
F6BV I Oukn 15 tarn 130. lli%. K FaUaa. E bam S3. M 3% U 
Faihn. 5 bom 15.11)% 

Debutante Days 
to make amends 
for Triumph fall 

ZOO: The placed horses In 
Ihe Supreme Novices' Hur¬ 
dle ar Cheltenham reoppose 
with Speedwell Prince and 
Casrle Sweep both enjoying 
a 41b pull with the runner- 
up. Kimanicky. However, 
with belter ground on offer 
here and itie track sure io 
suit. 1 believe the highly- 
regarded Kinuuudcy is up to 
winning this. A race-fit 
Shankar finished ahead of 
the selection back in the 
autumn, but was far from 
impressive at Ludlow* last 
time. He still looks a danger 
along with the speedy Mas¬ 
ter Tribe, who will appreci¬ 
ate this ground. 

235: In the race's 12-year 
history, eight winners had 
run previously in the Chel¬ 
tenham Gold Cup. including 
Merry Gale 12 months ago. 
Barton Bank finished fourth 
behind Imperial Call, hav¬ 
ing made his customary 
jumping error, and will be 
hard pressed to reverse form 
with third-placed Conldnt 
Be Belter. The Hermessy 
winner, who subsequently 
enjoyed the warmth of Pisa, 
is open to further improve- 

RICHARD EVANS 

Nap: TUDOR FABLE 
(3.45 Aintree) 

Next best: Kimamcky 
(ZOO Aintree) 

mem. Egypt Mill Prince is 
noi certain to stay and 
Unguided Missile is a bigger 
danger. 

3.10: Manhattan Castle is 
arguably the form choice 
judged on his victory over 
the best Irish novice chasers 
at Leopardstown in January. 
However. Arthur Moore's 
seven-year-old has disap¬ 
pointed on both occasions he 
has raced in England, in¬ 
cluding when unseating his 
rider ai the start of the Arkle. 
The suspicion remains that 
he is not the best traveller. 

Paddy Mullins side¬ 
stepped Cheltenham with 
Gambolling Doc. who had 
run Arctic Kinsman to a 
neck at Warwick last month. 
The six-year-old subsequent¬ 
ly won a small race at 
Thurles and should be spot 
on here. Tony McCoy 
deserts Captain Khedive for 
the improving Lord Dorcet. 
while Cable Beach will be 
suited by this sharp trip. 

3.45: Although Dublin Flyer 
defied 12 stone last year, 
lightly-raced runners near 

the foot of the handicap tend 
to prevail in this race and 
Tudor Fable makes consid¬ 
erable appeal despite being 
our of the handicap proper. 
Nicky Henderson’s eight- 
year-old won at Newbury 
four weeks ago in the style of 
an improving horse. Tour- 
een Prince, runner-up last 
year, is weighted to go one 
better but is now 13 and Pirns 
Gunner is a bigger threat. 

4.20: Mistinguen and Hana 
Breeze, second and ihinl in 
the Triumph at Cheltenham, 
are the form picks, but those 
who ran well in the four- 
year-old championship often 
disappoint here. 

Preference is for Debu¬ 
tante Days, who is none the 
worse for her fall at the first 
flight at Cheltenham and 
had previously beaten the 
Triumph winner. Paddys 
Return, at Sandmvn and 
Edelweis Du Moulin later at 
Uttoxeter. Although 
Edelweis Du Moulin was 
making his hurdling debut 
that day. the selection is 61b 
better off and can confirm 
the placings. 

450: Scottish challenger 
Wudimp gets a narrow vote 
to beat England's main 
hope. Colonial Kelly, and rhe 
Irish contender Bally Riot 
(Carl Evans writes). Wud- 
imp beat tittle when winning 
ar Canerick and Newcastle, 
but he has an air of quality 
which suggests he is an 
improving son. Colonial 
Kelly’s jumping has been far 
from perfect this season, but 
Bally Riot won at Limerick 
on St Patrick’s Day and was 
previously second to Kerry 
Orchid. 

5.20: I cannot desert Trea¬ 
sure Again, who was un¬ 
lucky not to get the Cbral 
Cup in the stewards' room 
after being bumped and 
squeezed by Trainglot at 
Cheltenham. Raised just 31b 
for that run, Memta Jones's 
stable star will relish the 
return to three miles and. 
provided the ground does 
not dry out too much, he 
should go close. 

Noyan. who finished 11 
lengths adrift at Cheltenham 
and is 15lb better off. looks a 
real threat now he steps up 
to three miles. He ran well 
on the Flat at Doncaster last 
week. Amble Speedy has a 
chance off his low weight. 

Rjchajid Evans 

4UfiTREE COURSE 
’ri 

TRAWERS: K Btaey. 7 wnnars ham 24 
runners 292%: N Tw&ton-Dawes. $ horn 
40.20.0Tb. J ftooetaia. 3 Iron 16.18 8%. 
D NxtaVson. 9 tom 50. 180%: G 
Ftewrda, 5 tom 40.12 5%' M Pipe, 7 Irom 
61.118% 
JOCKEYS: G Bradley. 6 wieners bom 24 
rides. 260%. C Llewellyn, 4 from 16. 
2S0%: C Maude. 3 horn 14. 21«%; S 
McMetf. 4 bom 21.190%. PMwBn.4 Irom 
22. 182%: R Oirwioody. 10 team 8T, 
164% 

O Warren Marston was sus¬ 
pended for two days (April 6-8) 
for excessive use of the whip 
on Landed Gentry in the 
Farrier Handicap Hurdle at 
Chepstow yesterday. 

[FASTER 

104204 
105 205 
106 206 

IMI 
I MORNING UNE ir.c. T1MEF0RM 36B 
l^ta 'i i i i i i i n-mTtarti 

Binoculars! 
FRHS POCKCTSPORTS BINOCULARS P0R 

FIRST TffiffiTELOTIONECALL£RS staking 

£40 or more using Switch or Delta bank 

or bidding society debit cards. 

RING TODAY- BET TODAY 

0800444040 
(Q6ta»litoiiiutMrty»amLOKilftrtJ 

ipocfcet spatts Mnacntan wtH 

j be seta within 7 to ID days of 

[ jrtCr Hi*t bet being placed. 

2 mfles 6 furlongs, Aintree 3.45pm, Live on BBC TV. 

tl/2 Toureen Prince 20/1 All The Aces 
lira Old Bridge 

7/1 Back Bar 
8/1 Tudor Fable 

10/1 Go Universal 
10/1 Iffeee 
12/1 Master Boston 
12/1 Pints Gunner 
14/1 Romany King 
16/1 Sailor Jim 
16/1 Straight Talk 

Each war Oiif QufteMha oddi a place 1.3.3.4. Mca Mtojea n flwtoution. 
Avrtbtate up «o Ftat Stew. Tanenato Rule 4fcJ may oppljL Non runner - no bet 

20/1 BasdeLaine 
2Q/I James Pigg 
25/1 Deep Decision 
33/1 Givus A Buck 
33/1 Mugonl Beach 
40/1 Joe White 
50/1 Bold Choice 
50/1 Croprecfy Lad 

150/1 Channel Pastime 

LATEST ODDS OH MffiaiO Ifill TV TEXT 
•Teletext on CH4 PG01/6Q2/603 

TO OPEN A CREDIT ACCOUNT FREEPHONE 0800 389 892. WILIAM HILL RULES APPLY 
HUCES SUBIECT TO FLUCTUATION 
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Scotland 
indebted 

to Stillie’s 
resistance 

By OUR SPORTS STAFF 

SIMON DONNELLY, the 
Celtic forward whose goal on 
Tuesday night earned Scot¬ 
land a place in the semi-finals 
of the European under-21 
championship, yesterday sin* 
gled out the team's goalkeep¬ 
er, Derek Stillie, as playing the 
crucial role in the dramatic 
victory at Easter Road. 

After Donnelly’s 86th- 
minute strike. Hungary 
hurled a mass of players 
forward in search of a decisive 
away goal, creating a chance 
for Krisztian Lisztes that was 
repelled in spectacular fashion 
by Stillie, the Aberdeen goal¬ 
keeper. "It was probably the 
best save I have ever seen," 
Donnelly said. “They really 
went for it but we managed to 
hang on and we all owe Derek 
a big thank you." 

The save was made all the 
sweeter for Stillie after his 
experience in the first leg in 
Budapest, when he was pelted 
with tomatoes as the home 
supporters celebrated a 2-1 
win. Donnelly’S goal on Tues¬ 
day had put Scotland 3-1 
ahead on the night and 4-3 up 
on aggregate. 

"It was the best save I’ve 
made in my career so far," 
Stillie said. "I had to push 
Scott Marshall out of the way 
when the player lined up the 
shot and thankfully 1 just 
managed to get my hand to the 
ball and stop it on the line." 

Scotland had been made to 
battle all the way after Gabor 
Egressy had extended the 
visitors' first-leg advantage in 
the first half. That they suc¬ 
ceeded was a testament 10 
their determination, a quality 
that left their coach. Tommy 
Craig, almost breathless with 
excitement and admiration. 

“Words almost fail me." he 
said. "l*ve got to say i had 
almost given up hope of us 
getting a goal when it was 1-1 
with a few minutes to go but I 
should have known better 
where this team is concerned. 
We didn’t play our most fluent 
football but we ground out a 

BASKETBALL 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION (NBA): San 
Artono 95 New Jareey 88: Utah 103 Dates 
86: Portland 94 Ptidadeiphia 71: Atlanta 114 
Toronto 111; Washington 96 Cfavotand 89: 
Detroit 88 Vancouver 75: Indiana 103 
Boston 96; LA La*are 113 Orlando 91: Now 
York 83 Houston 74; ChmtoUe 119 Denver 
112 1012); Phoen« 102 Sacramento 08: 
Seattle 114 Golden State 102; Clppers 103 
MHwautee 97. 

BOWLS 

ADELAIDE: Men's world chtnptanehipg 
Stngtos Groin A: P Mstatevu (Rji) bt J 
nvoros |Ara) 25-18; A Afcock (Eng] bt N 
KarmedyjHSq 25-24; O Fowler (Kan] bt T 
Mattel (Thai) 259 Group B: R Brassey 

result against a very good 
Hungary side, who hadn’t lost 
away from home in their 
group. 

“We are in the last four for 
the second time in four years 
and I don’t see why we can’t go 
all the way. The further you go 
the harder it gets obviously 
but this squad keeps meeting 
challenges." 

His confidence is founded 
on a record that includes eight 
victories In their past nine 
championship games, the sort 
of form that wiL send them to 
the finals tournament — to be 
held in Spain or the Czech 
Republic in May — in optimis¬ 
tic mood. 

Donnelly matched Craig’s 
enthusiasm. "I don’t see why 
we shouldn’t go all the way in 
the tournament," he said. “We 
have put a tremendous run 
together as a squad and even 
when we don’t play to our best 
as happened against Hunga¬ 
ry. we still seem to pull out a 
result 

“We certainly wont fear 
anyone in the last four and it is 
an end to the season which we 
will all be looking forward to. 

"When we made it 2-11 was 
thinking we would be going 
into extra time but then the 
chance came along and my 
shot beat the keeper. Scoring a 
late winner to take your team 
through is the kind of thing 
you dream about and it is 
probably the most important 
goal of my career so far.” 

His goal came two minutes 
after Jim Hamilton, of 
Dundee, a substitute, had 
made the score 2-1. Lajos 
Szucs, the Hungary goalkeep¬ 
er, had threatened to make it a 
frustrating night with a series 
of second-half saves after 
Christian DaiUy. of Dundee 
United, had given Scotland 
hope with an equaliser just 
before the break. 

France Under-2Is qualified 
for both the semi-finals and 
the Olympic tournament by 
crushing Germany 4-1 in 
Metz. 

(NZ) bt P Knight (BrJ 25-11; J Quertpel 
(Guerj bt S Aden 0re) 2520. B Wtaon 
(Norfolk Island) bt J L Van Deventer Cam) 
257; R Corse (Scot] bt A Thomas (Svkb) 
25-4. Group C: D Caltz (Nam] bt A Hicks 
Botswana) 25-17; M GHand (Can) bl J P 
Pomatou (PNG) 258; J RabWn (1st) bt Hon 
Yoong Chai (Sing) 25-ft N Burkett BA) bt Z 
Baba (Malaysia) 2513. Group D: K Kerkow 
(Aus) bt M PTotoo (Cook Islands) 2510; D 
Le Maiqiand (Jer) bl P Shaw (Malawi) 25 
20 J Price (Wales) bl T Dron (US) 257. 
Fours: Group A: Australia bt Jersey 24-12; 
Cook Wands drawwtti Ireland 1516: Zim¬ 
babwe bt Malawi 21-15; Scotland bt Snga- 
pne 3512; AustraSa bt Zimbabwe 25ft 
Cook Wands bl Singapore 2511; Scotland 
bt Ireland 23-20; Jersey bt Mawi 457; Aus- 
trafia bt Madam 37-13: Scotland bt Cook Is¬ 
lands 358; Ireland bt Sngapore 23-13; 
Zimbabwe be Jersey 23-16: Australia bt 

Customers enjoy the conviviality of Football Football, where George Cohen's 1966 World Cop final shirt adorns one of the showcases 

Dining out on a slice of nostalgia 
Former professional footballers 

running' licensed premises? 
Nothing unusual about that, 

surely. However, the involvement of 
the Professional Footballers' Associ¬ 
ation (PFA). the players’ union, in 
Football Football a new theme restau¬ 
rant in Haymarket in central London, 
marks the entry of the football er- 
tumed-victualler into a wider world. 

Football's answer to Planet Holly¬ 
wood and the Hard Rock Cafe was 
conceived when Gordon Taylor, the 
chairman of the PFA. mentioned to 
Bobby Keetch, the entrepreneur and 
former Fulham defender, that consid¬ 
erable stocks of memorabilia were 
building up. What was to be done 
with it all? 

Rejecting a static museum-style 
presentation, Keetch and Terry 
McQuade, formerly with Mill wall, 
put together plans for a high-profile 
food, drink and entertainment venue 

As the name suggests. Football 
Football is not to be confused with 
American-style sports bars. "In Amer¬ 
ica. there are four equal sports," 
Keetch said. "We went for football 
only, because it’s our most popular 
sport by a long way. We want this to 
be a natural forum for all sorts of 
football occasions, and so far we’ve 
had a phenomenal response." 

Football memorabilia go on display in London’s 

latest theme restaurant. Nick Szczepanik reports 

Inquiries have been received from 
Madrid. Barcelona. Buenos Aires and 
Rio de Janeiro about the possibility of 
Football Football franchises. 

"This, for us. not only celebrates 
football, but also gives us an income 
and a higher profile," - Brian 
Marwood. the commercial director of 
the PFA, said. "People are happy to 
take money from football, but any 
profits from the PFA’s involvement 
will be returned into the game at all 
levels — youth training, helping 
former players, even baiting out dubs 
that can't pay wages." 

Marwood also hopes that Football 
Football will provide an overdue 
point of contact between players and 
supporters. The PFA connection 
should guarantee regular appear¬ 
ances by leading personalities from 
the sport 

What, then, will those supporters 
experience? For one thing, no parochi¬ 
al set-pieces celebrating Arsenal or 
Manchester United — or Crewe 
Alexandra or Rochdale, for that 
matter. “Football is bigger than indi¬ 
vidual dubs," Keetch said. "We won't 

be selling their shirts or merchandis¬ 
ing; we are selling a bigger concept, 
international and themed around the 
major competitions." 

Nor, surprisingly, will there be live 
televised matches. "We are not in an 
American situation." Keetch said. 
“People there can waich events in die 
company of rivals and there wiD be no 
trouble: Here, things are different." 

In other words, any “faddish" threat 
to the desired family atmosphere is 
definitely to be discouraged. 

The customer wd enter through a 
players’ tunnel, to the roar of a canned 
crowd and the sound of studs. After 
ordering from a menu that indudes 
dishes recommended by well-known 
gourmets such as Lee Sharpe and 
Keith Gillespie (George Best, who will 
be a permanent animatronic presence, 
endorses a cocktail), he or she will 
have no shortage of things to look ax 
while waiting. 

Despite the absence of live cover¬ 
age. a selection of memorable football 
moments will ran continuously on 34 
screens, and the memorabilia are awe¬ 
inspiring. If Geoff HursTS 1966 World 

Cup winners’ medal is not sufficient, 
then material donated by Best, 
Eusebio and Alfredo di Stefano 
should be. 

An upstairs mezzanine dubbed 
“The Fife Room" even includes the 
chair in which Joao Havelange. the 
president of the sport's world govern¬ 
ing body, rubber-stamped some of the 
innovations that have made the game 
what it is today — the penalty shoot¬ 
out for example, and the Diadora 
League’s kick-in experiment 

The sense of a shrine to football is 
heightened by a stained glass window 
depicting the 1966 England team; 
Hollywood-style footprints of players 
in concrete add a touch of showbiz. 

Keetch has no doubts that Football 
Football will be a success, both as a 
place of entertainment for the custom¬ 
er, casual or committed, and an 
enterprise to boost the PFA’s finances 
and profile. 

"The PFA says to its members: 
‘Here is something for all of you that 
you can be proud of.’," he said. 
“Players will want to come, and will 
see it as a way to help to prevent the 
poor from going to the wall I believe 
in tbe PFA. We want to boost the 
image of the soccer pro, show that 
footballers are willing to put some¬ 
thing back into the game.” 

[ IN BRIEF ^ 

White fails" 
to halt 

decline in 
fortune 

JIMMY WHITE found no 
release from the worst crisis of 
confidence in his cared: as he 
W3S beaten 6-3 by Ken 
Doherty in the first round of 
the Irish snooker Masters at 
Goffs. Co Kildare yesterday- 
(Phd Yates writes). 

White, in serious danger of 
relinquishing his place in the 
game's top 16, was hoping to 
use the lucrative invitation 
event as a stage to find form 
before the Embassy world 
championship next month. 
But instead he saw Doherty 
threaten a whitewash as he 
built a 5-0 lead. 

Hole truth 
Golf: Bernard Gallacher, the 
former Ryder Cup captain, 
and his 18-year-old son, Jamie, 
were beaten in the second 
round of the Sunningdale 
Foursomes yesterday. 

The Gallachers were locked 
in a fluctuating match against 
Sunningdale members Ian 
Campbell and Mark Roberts 
that was only sealed in favour 
of Campbell and Roberts on 
the last green when Jamie 
Gallacher saw his pun hit the 
back of the hole. 

Botha banned 
Boxing: The International 
Boxing Federation's decision 
to allow Frans Botha, of South 
Africa, to keep his heavy¬ 
weight tide after testing posi¬ 
tive for steroids was 
overturned by a judge in 
Newark. New Jersey yester¬ 
day. The judgment also 
ordered that Axel Schulz, of 
Germany, should box Mich¬ 
ael Moorer for the title. 

Nielsen blow 
Badminton: Anders Nielsen, 
the English national champi¬ 
on, seems certain to miss out 
on a place in the Olympic 
Games. Nielsen has cysts in 
both knees that will require an 
operation next month. 

Brown’s feat 
Athletics: Sandra Brown , 
who last year ran from John o’ 
Groat’S to Land’s End. yester¬ 
day completed 1.000 miles on 
a track in Australia. She took| 
14 days 10 hours 27 minutes, 
including time for sleeping. 

i.: -.y•. ' Vjr•J—/ $QR THE RECORD! 
Scotland 2512; Ireland bt Zimbabwe 22- 
15; Jersey bt Singapore 33-7; Malawi 20 
Cook Islands 20-18 Group B: Namba bt 
Braal 21-Zft Hong Kong bt Canada 22-15 
Norfolk Island bt Maw Zealand 21-19: Hong 
Kong bt Brazil 27-17; Canada bt Nanfttia 
2518; Papua Now Guinea bt Nartak Wand 
21-14; New Zsaland bt Brazil 40-13; Can¬ 
ada bt Papua New GUnea 19-18. Namibia 
btNoriattMand 1517; P&pua New Gurnee 
bt &nzfl 24-18; New Zealand bt Canada 25 
17: Hang Kano bt Norte* Island 2518 
Group C: England bl Botswana 31-12; 
Guernsey bt Kenya 23-22; South Africa bt 
Malaysia 20-13; Swaztend b? Thatend 35- 
9; Guernsey bt Botswana 2520; England bt 
Kenya 3510; Malaysia 29 bt Swaziland 25 
15: South Alma bt Botswana 2512: Eng¬ 
land bl Malaysia 251ft Guernsey bt Thai¬ 
land 257; Swaziand bt Kenya 23-12: Eng- 

3520: South Africa bt Kenya 31-11; Swazi- 
fend bl Botswana 32-12. Group D: Aigen- 
tina bl Zambia 29-18; FBI bt Unfed Slates 
251ft Israel bt Western Samoa 25ft Israel 
bt Amwitra 2519: Wales W Unfed Sanaa 
3513. Weston Samoa bt Zambia 2519; 
Israal bt Ry 1517; Western Samoa bt 
Unfed Stales 1515; Wales bl Zambra 44- 
14; Argentina bt Western Samoa 34-18; 
Israel bt Zambia 3511: Wales bl Fiji 1518. 

One-day International 
West Indies v New Zealand 

KINGSTON (West Indies won toss): West 
todies beer New Zealand by am wicket 

NEW ZEALAND 
C M Spearmen c Holder b Ambrose __ 11 
N J Astte c Adams b Ambrose_—41 
■fLK German rrei out_0 
SPRwrengbWWsh_B 
C Z Hams c Lara b Wateti_2 
C L Calms c and b Harper..21 
A C Parore c Harper b Walsh_81 
D N Patel c and b Smmons_„ 71 
G H Larsen b Ambrose ...__9 
D J Nash b Wateti1_2 
D K Morrison not out__1 
Extras (to 4. w ft nto 4)___ 16 
Trtal ---243 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-22, 2-24.3-51.4-70. 
570, 5113. 7-224, 523ft 5241. 
BOWLING: Ambrose 10-536-4: Bebop 15 
5550. Watah 9 1-1-353: Harper 15565 
i; Smmor* 7-5351; Adams 55150 

WEST INDIES 
S C WMams b Harts __62 
S Chanderpaul c and b Kants_61 
B C Lara bw b Harris___12 
P V Smmons b Larsen. 28 
J C Adams c Flemkig b Momson_2 
RI C Holder c Garmon b Cairns_16 
tfl □ Jacobs c Spearman b Astle_3 
R A Harper not out_._„_27 
IR Bishop bw Livsan __0 
C E LAntoroseb Momson__ 17 
-C A Walsh not out___2 
Earns (b i, to 6, w 4. nb3)__14 
Total (9 wtets, 49.1 ovens)_244 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-125.2-133,5142,4- 
147. 5179, 5184, 7-197,5197.5221. 
BOWUNG; Nash 55450; Morrison 5.2-5 
352: Hama 155453; Patel 5-520-0; Asfe 
55251: Cams 7-1-251; Larsen 10-3-25 
Z 
Man-aMha-matcft: D N Patel. 
Umpires: S Buckno and L Barker. 
Uwd urrpfca: J Gayle 
SHEFFIELD SHIELD (final day of tore): 
Melbourne: Victoria 255 and 2255 (W 
Ayres 100. M BMt 54; M Kasprowicz 574); 
dueenstand 142 and 338 (M Love 88. I 
Heaty 45; T Dtxtomatda 570). Victoria beat 
Oueensiand by flw wickets. Hobart 
Western Australia 357 and 184-5 (D Manyn 
82 not art); Tasmania 357-9 dec and 183 (S 
Young 51 nc* out T Moody 7-38). Western 
Australia bast Tasmwm by five wickets. 
Sydney: South Australia 383 and 234 (B 
Johnson 90): New South Wales 267 and 
3259 (M Bevan 57; P Mctotyra 5133) 
Match drawn 

P W L D PtB 
South Australa_ 10 5 2 3 34 
Western Australia .. 10 3 4 3 30 
Queensland. 10 4 3 3 26 
Tasmania.—.. 10 3 3 4 23 
NSW{tea...._. 10 3 4 3 22 
Victoria.. 10 3 3 4 21.4 
FINAL: South Australia v Western Australia. 

FOOTBALL 

Tuesday's lata results 

EUROPEAN UNDER-21 CHAMPION- 
a-BP: Quarter-final, second leg: Soatfeid 
3 Hungoy 1 (Scotland vsr 4-3 on ago) 
UNDER-21 INTERNATIONAL: tretend 0 

B INTERNATIONAL: Northern Ireland 3 
Norway Olympic XI0. 
ENDSLE1GH INSURANCE LEAGUE: Sec¬ 
ond rflvMon: Bristol Rowers 1 Oiesuafletd 
ft Carlisle 2 Rotherham ft Htf 0 Notts 
County ft Peterborough 0 Blackpool 0; 
wyeontoe 5 Bradford 2; York 3 Bourne¬ 
mouth 1. Third dhrisian: Chester 1 Cam¬ 
bridge 1; Fulwm 2 Leyton OnenL 1; Preston 
0 any ft Scunthorpe 4 Exeter 0. Post¬ 
poned: Hereford v Lincoln. 
VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: Dover 2 
WeBng 1; Hafiac 2 Southport 2, Macdeo- 
flftid 0 Norttiwtch ft Teftord 1 Woking 2. 
UN BOND LEAGUE Premier dhrfeon; 
Bamber Bridge 1 Accrington Stanley 1. Rret 
dhrtaton: Cursor Ashton 3 Wortaigton ft 
Fleetwood 2 Gretna 1; Raddffte 3 Wrnring- 
ton 1 League Cup: Fourth round replays: 
Gansbarough 0 Hyde Z 
BLAZER HOMES LEAGUE: Premier «- 
vtakjfc AJheretone 4 VS Ftogby 1: Crawtey 2 
Gmtey ft Do'Chestar 0 Halesowen ft 
Gravesend and N Q Gloucester ft Stated 1 
Hastings 1; Merthyr 0 Chetanham 1. 
ICIS LEAGUE Premier itivWon: Bromley 3 
Walton and H 2; Grays 0 Ysovd 2; Hayes 2 
Purflaat 1; Hendon 0 Enfield 1; Kbtgsornan 
0 Harrow t Carlton Cup: Fourth round: 
Boreten Wood 4 Bishop Stanford 1. 
LEAGUE OF WALES; Inter Cardiff 2 

Aberystwyth ft NewKMn 0 Cwmbran 0 
Postponed: Casrews v Cemaes Bay. 
BANK’S BREWERY LEAGUE: Premier 
eSvfetan: Cratfley 0 Wertoasfieid 3: 
Darieston 1 Brierley HI 5; Top 0 Stated 
2: Uchbdd 1 Gomel 1. Premier division 
Cup: Quarter-fite replays: Stouport 1 
PefcaS VUa 2. Waisal wood 3 Lye 0. 
AVON NSURANCE COMBINATION; Flrat 
division: OPR 2 Wintoiedon 1. Second 
division: Plymouth 1 Swansea 3. Torquay 5 
Newport 1. 
PONTtNS CENTRAL LEAGUE: First tft- 
vtekjrt Everton 1 Bolton 3. Second 
(Svisioro Man City 2 Middlesbrough i 
COMBINED COVJNTES LEAGUE Pre¬ 
mier dhrtston: Famham 2 Bedtom ft Viking 
Spans 2 DCA Bostogstoke 0. Postponed: 
Merstten v CHpstoad 
ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE Premier tS- 
vistanc Stanstod 6 Sawbridgaworth 1; 
Concord 0 Gl Wakonng T 
FEDERATION BREWERY NORTHERN 
LEAGUE; First dMskm: Dunston Fedara- 
bon 1 Eppteton CW Q. 
GREAT MULS LEAGUE: Premier dMsion: 
Odd Dn 0 Caine ft Westbuy 2 Chip'rtoam 
2. 
INTERNATIONAL MATCH- Croatia 2 Israel 
Q (In Varazdn): Czech Repttofic 3 Turkey 0 
(to Ostrava). 
HELLENIC LEAGUE: Premier dMaion: 
BanDury 1 Brackfey 3; Carterton 5 (Gntbuy 

MINERVA SOUTH MIDLANDS LEAGUE 
Premier dMskm: Harpenden 0 Dunstabie 
ft Lengtotd 1 Breche Sparta ft Hoddeadon 
1 ArteseyE 
NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAGUE Firat 
rtivWon: Ftaton 2 Nantwch 1; Hotter Old 
Boys 0 TraAond ft Kidsgrem 0 Mossley 1; 
Newcastle Toret 3 Chaoderion ft 
W1NSTONLEAD KB4T LEAGUE First 
dMsion: Canterbury 1 Chaflwm ft Fofce- 
3tono tnuicta 1 Crocker** ft Hythn 0 
Furness 3: Slade Green 4 Greenwich Q; 
Thamasmead 0 Tunbridge Wells Q: 
Whtstebte 2 Deal 2. 

I CR3dgets(Rcjs£KidSuiTe>l3ndPC8sey 
1 [Burfsffl tc J Haatey (Unasi and D Jagger 

(HuD) 5 ard 4; J Cha!en (Oiwa Nova) and C 
ChaUen (Stole Paces! bt J UBe (Moor 
Parft) and C Duke (ftiart Park) 2 and 1; B i Park) 2 and 1; B 

Dap* Weather 
(cm} Conditions Runs to (5pm) Last 

L U Piste OfVp resort °C snow 

AUSTRIA 
Obergurgl 20 90 good heavy worn snow 4 37/3 

(SamB tow runs worn in places but otherwise mostly good} 
St Anton - 45 205 fair heavy an snow 2 27/3 

(ConcMons Improving buf stffl wom/stushy tow downj 
FRANCE 
LesArcs 55 185 (air heavy tat rain 7 27/3 

(Snowing above 2j200m witfi raih oetow: heavy conations) 
Avoriaz 110 150 good varied worn cloud -2 27/3 

(Amund 10cm snow stave 2,000m: min bek)w} 
Chamonix 30 225 good powder worn snow 5 27/3 

(Great powder siting on Grands Monfe&J 
Megtve 0 115 worn heavy poor etoud fi 27/3 

(Some fresh snow above 1,500m but more needed) 
Tignes 110 190 good heavy heavy snow -1 27/3 

(New enow some fresh powder buf mostly quite wet) 
SWITZERLAND 
Arosa 40 ^ poor poor snow 0 27/3 
^ , (Snowing lightly more needed fo cover worn palchesj 
Gmdemald 5 60 fair heavy closed snow 1 27/3 
„ .. (Rsaaortabty good skiing thanks to nm snow) 
Vsrbier 20 170 good varied faff srww 2 27/3 

(Fresh snow on haref pistes above l.BOOm) 
Wengen ^ 15 50 good heavy worn snow 1 27/3 
_(Fresh snow but quite wjf and heavy: Improved skSng) 

Source: Ski Club of Great Britain. L - lower slopes) U - upper; art - artificial. 

(Dentern 6 ahd 5:5 Martn and B Porter 
(Burnham and Berra*) bt A Good and R 
Summo^cates (Ftnhds) 3 and ft S 
Chapman and K Godfrey (St Enodoc) bt J 
Spergre furac) and M Payne (Bnctenden) 3 
and ft P Wesselireh (Haokstone) end R 
Udham (Portera Park) bi P Thomas 
(Dunham Forest and N Scanton fAntwre 
Park) 3 and 1: J Ottoeriy fWortMpg) and N 
Fteily (Surbacni US Hodge and L Roberts 
(Home Park) 3 and l; A totz and A 
Maroanti (Si George s KB) bt D HemDon 
and S Fa* (Bartoway Park) at 20th; K Stables 
{Montrose) and A Wabstar (Ethel) bt G 
Evans and S Nightingale (Worthing) at 19th. 
L James (Broadstone) end S McDonagh 
(Tracy Park) bt M King (SunrfngdaJe) andC 
Mason (PGAET) one hole: L Jones and C 
Laurence (The Manor of Groms] bt G Ross 
and M Camvchaal (Greenock) 3 and ft J 
Morgan (Forest Panes) and M Landrum 
(Royal Liverpool) bl mans and McGovern 
ana hoia; Roaha and Smilh bt Pinsent and 
Scamma* 3 and 2. Liwsley and Bothwal bi 
Delmas and DHolandar 4 and 3; N Mitchel 
end S MitcheS (Donrtington V) bt Carr and 
Hocttonsan 5 and 4; M&hel and Pickering 
bt Macfcartzis aid Mackenzie 5 end 4; J 
Chrias (Glenbenri^ and M Gray (Ladybank) 
bt D Bocal (Addngten Palace/ and J Srrdh 
(BurtKI) 2 and 1;Whffin and Jones btTup- 
fing and HwJgate at 22nd; WSS«r and GoF 
de bt O'Ccrmor and Pie 2 and 1; RBey and 
Strtdr bt Janes and Alabaster 3 and ft 
Dwyw and Andrew bt HudspBh and Carter 
4 and 3. Third round: Roberts and Camp¬ 
bell bt Henry and Ctans 4 and 3; Smrert 
and Forbes bt Job end St-G Browne 4 and 
ft CheOen and ChaSon bt Barham and 
Stuart 1 hole-. Morgan and Landrum bl 
Wessdtegh and Udham 6 and 5. 

HOCKEY 

WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL: Great Britain 
2 Franca 0 (at ESsham Abbey) 

ICE HOCKEY 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL): Damn 5 Ana- 
ham 1; Montreal 4 NY Wenders 1: PMaJaL 
prta 3 Hartford ft Toronto A Calgary 2; Van¬ 
couver 4 Los Angelas 1; Washington 7 NY 
htandera 1; PBtsbugh 8 St Loufe 4; New 
Jersey 6 Tampa Bay 4: Wnrfpeg 8 Dales 2. 

RUGBY UNION 

WRU. MIDWEEK COMPETITION: Final: 
Ystradgyntars 3 Dunvant 15. 
CLUB MATCHES: South Wales Pokes 20 
Swansea 45; Tiverton 7 Exeter 28: Tradagar 
31 Pontypool 7. Concaffed: Cross Kays v 
Neath. Caannorgan Wanderers v Traorcny. 
ITALIAN CHAMPIONSHtP: Treviso 23 
Mian 21; Lhomo 21 Mrano 15; Roma 24 
naoenza 2ft CaMsano 28 L'Aquta 24; San 
Dona 29 Rovfgo 2ft Catania 23 Padova 15. 
AUCKLAND: Super 12 tournament Auck¬ 
land Blues 48 Western Provtoce 30. 

WLDARE: Benson and Hedges Irish 
Moaara: first round: D Morgen (watte bt 
A McManus (Scot) 54: J Swel (N ire) bt J 
Parron (Eng) 54. 

KEY BSCAYNE. Florida: Upton 
chamctonshlpa (US unless stated): Mam 
Fourth round: M Joyce (Aus) bt M Rossar 
■* “ ■». 5i; v a • 

Krapcek (Hott 7-8.5ft A Boatsch (Ft) bt S 
Edbog (Swe) 56, 54,5ft M Cheng bt P 
Korda (Czech) 53.3-8. 53: A Agassi W S 
Lereau (Can) 6-4,6-4;G Ivanisevic (Cm) bt 
A Madvedev (Ukr) 7-6, 54; J Courer bt M 
TebbuC (Aus) 3-6.6-4.7-5. P Sampras bl T 
Martin 53. 54. Wbmare Quarter-flnate: L 
Davenport M A Hute (Gef) 50.51; S Sat 
(Go) bt K Data (Japan) 7-8,6-3 
CASABLANCA: Men's tournament First 
round: C Costa (Sp) bl M Marin (Sp) 51, 
51; J Cuhna-SilVB (Pod bt J Ariose (Sp) 
52,54; Te(Sawy(Egy)btN Marques (Porj 
51. 53; A Chesnakm (Russ) bt J Radnor 
(US) 51.56. 6-4; J Bum (Sp) bt C Ruud 
(Nod 52. 51: M Norman Iswe) bt P Bats 
(Ger) 53, 7-6; T Cartooned (Sp) bt D RM 
(Cz) 4-6.7-6. M: A Benasategui (Sp) bl M 
Rtopni (Uru) 52. 8-3; G Schaler (Austria) 
bt 1 Champnn (Ft) 2-6,51,51; MGoelner 
(Ger) bt 0 Gross (Ger) 52. 7-5. 

POOLS DIVIDENDS 

LfTTLEWOODS: Treble chance 24pts 
E1.402.851 00. 23 £20.738.15, 22 £791 60. 
21 £10125.20 E21 65 Fou draws £7215 
10 homes: £13 80. Five awoys: £1,04100. 
FA Cup sem Bnateta: Aston Vto — team 
No 2. Chelsea No 8, Liverpool No 20, 
Manchester LM No 21. Dwdends £3 75. 

VERNONS: Tretoia chanw no dxara w*i 
24pts, 23 £99.907.45. 22 £66435. 21 
£48.10, 20 £955 10 homes £12 75 Five 
aways: B45 55. 

ZETTERS: Treble chance 23pts 
£21,575.60.22 El 1690.21 £8 85.20L12S 
Top 10p(s poot ISpts £341 00 15 £2200 
Easy soc £2820 Four draws: £75 20 Ergtof 
homes: £2.00. Four aways. £1000. Lucky 
nos-2382404 f. 

(3w#z) 54. 51; V Spadaa (US) bl R 
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THE«ttteTIMES 

Save £35 on 
tickets to see 
the Broncos 

PLUS win a weekend trip for two to see 
Paris Saint-Germain v London Broncos 
THE London Super League rugby season kicks off next 
weekend and The Times is offering readers the opportunity 
to buy a season ticket for the London Broncos home games 
for £75. saving £35 off the normal season ticket price of EDO. 

Super League rugby is a fast, exciting sport all the family 
can enjoy with entertainment before the kick-off and at half¬ 
time. And their base, at Charlton Athletic 
football dubls ground. The Valley, in 
southeast London, has good public 
transport connections and car parking. fn:7'fr^| 

With your season ticket you get: : j%. *7 
• reserved seats for II home games Ti 
(including two FREE games) . 
• a commemorative T-shirt 
• London Broncos cap T 
• no queueing for tickets M&F? 

Forward Darren Shaw, right, has 
played for the London Broncos, who ___ 
can trace their roots back to 

Ftilham, for three years. He also Mm ^"W'3 
Pfa^for Scotland in the 

You could ala) win a trip $ w 
to Prance to see the London -jR- 
Broncos away game against 
Paris Saint-Germain on Sunday. July 
14 by entering our competition below. 

card hotline 0181 776 6670 

3 weeke^ trip for two to Parfe with 
tickets for the Super League rugby game, simply phone 
your answers to the following two questkii ^ ^ 
fo: 0891 81 81 38 befotJ 
1. From which London duh can 
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First real test as new season starts to swing 
Funu Iniiv Linn._ . ^ * From Joi i.\ Hopkins 

GOU CORRESPONDtNT 

IN PONTE VF.URV IILACII 

THE American professional °oIf 
sea-snn got underway early in Janu¬ 
ary in California and the European 
jour swung into action in Singapore 
afcw weeks bier. However. ^iartin° 
here in Rorida this morning, on a 
course ripped out of marshland and 
swamps and ruffled bv winds uff the 
Atlantic, is the first went of the year 
that truly unites the leading compet¬ 
itors from both tours. It is The 
Players' Championship and it is 
acceptable to describe it as the 
game's fifth most important 
tournament. 

A sign greets you within moments 

of stepping off the aircraft at 
Jacksonville airport. It reads: “The 
Players* Championship. The Great¬ 
est Field in Golf". It is not far wide 
of rhe mark. 

Even after the withdrawal of 
Bernhard Langer. with a shoulder 
injury, the absence of Jose Maria 
Olazabal — about whom a decision 
will be made today as to whether he 
plays next week in Atlanta and in 
the US Masters the week after — 
and the absence of a couple of other 
leading players, the field comprises 
more than -H) of the world’s leading 
50 competitors, including six of the 
Europe and II of the US Ryder Cup 
teams. They are competing for a 
first prize nf E420.000 and a purse of 
£2.3m. Ihe largest on the US tour. 

Cosiantino Rocca and Sam Tor¬ 
rance are two of Europe's debutants 
challenging for the title won by Lee 
Janzen in 1995. and Torrance won 
himself some more friends when he 
told a reporter in a local newspaper. 
“This (event) is huge in Europe. 
When you get 46 of the top 50 in the 
Sony rankings in one place. jf5 a 
very impressive field. I’ve never 
beat invited, so 1 was very thrilled 
when they asked me to play here 
this year." 

If you had been on the practice 
ground, or the driving range, as 
they call it out here, on Monday, you 
would have seen a broad-shoul¬ 
dered. bearded man whaling away 
with a series of different drivers and 
sending the ball enormous dis¬ 

tances. Meet Sandy Lyle. His 
hirsuite state was a result erf 
chicken pax. which he contracted 
recently from one of his children, 
and. to combat this debilitating 
illness, he has been undergoing 
vitamin injections. 

Lyle is competing in his eleventh 
Players' Championship and. as he 
has only twice before completed the 
full four rounds — and on one of 
those two occasions he won the title 
— it can be said that he wins every 
other time that he beats the halfway 
guillotine. T was absolutely 
zapped." Lyle said, referring to the 
chicken pox "but I’m getting better 
all the rime.” 

It would be hard for Colin 
Montgomerie to get much better at 

the moment. After a three-month 
layoff, he won in Dubai recently 
with a total of IS under par. Then he 
took a week off before arriving here 
on Sunday. 

It being his first visit to the United 
States this year, the new. slimline 
Montgomerie received some search¬ 
ing questions about his recent 
weight loss. He ad mined that he 
now weighed 2101b (15sr) bur then 
became coy when asked what he 
had been. "More.” he admitted 
finally. 

Montgomerie is awash with con¬ 
fidence as he begins a run of four 
successive events in the United 
States, which indudes the tourna¬ 
ment on Hilton Head island in the 
week after the Masters, "i am as 

confident as I have ever been," he 
said. "I am very happy with what is 
going on. Then: is nothing wrong 
with my game at all. It is as good as 
it ever was. if not better.** 

With other players, such state¬ 
ments might be seen as hubris; 
however, with Montgomerie, they 
are pretty accurate. Just how accu¬ 
rate remains to be seen. His best 
finish in this tournament to date 
was ninth equal, in 1994. 

Barry Lone is one of the more 
unfortunate absentees from pro¬ 
ceedings this week. He had to abort 
his trip here when he hurt his back 
while picking up his luggage on his 
return lo Britain after finishing 
fourth in the Portuguese Open on 
Sunday night. 

Roe sees need to 
move mountains 

From Mel Webb in Madeira 

FROM rhe ruins of a 1995 
season that saw Mark Roe 
slide helplessly out of control 
tn the lowest point of his 
professional golf career, and 
also reach the low-water mark 
in his personal life, came one 
huge consolation. His appear¬ 
ance in the Madeira Island 
Open, which sums at Santo da 
Serra here today, is his last 

Jaelore he makes his first 
Appearance in the Masters in 

two weeks. 
Roe admitted only recently 

that the break-up of his mar¬ 
riage had led him seriously to 
contemplate suicide. On the 
course he was guilty of some 
wildly aberrant behaviour 
and was disciplined by the 
PGA European Tour. Always 
an extrovert and lively charac¬ 
ter. he was on the brink of 
becoming an ill-balanced 
eccentric. 

Vet in the midst of all that 
was crumbling about him, he 
managed to pull himself 
round and finish thirteenth in 
the US Open at Shinnecock 
Hills, making him the best- 
placed Briton in the champ¬ 
ionship. It was that 
performance that has earned 
him a place at Augusta: but 
although delighted to be in¬ 
vited. the niggling feeling 
within a head that sometimes 
seems to process a million 
thoughts a second is that 
he does not deserve the 
honour. 

"I was 126th in the order of 
m*jjit in rhe midst of all my 
troubles last year." he said. 
"I'm koking forward to going. 

bur 1 know within my own 
mind that I deserve it a lot less 
than when I finished ninth in 
the money-list in 1994. 

"Thar only ihe winner of the 
Open Championship gets in 
while the top 15 in the US 
Open are invited seems utterly 
ridiculous to me.” 

Roe would do well to mind 
what he says about the men 
who run the Masters. The 
good ol* boys down in Georgia 
do not take kindly to criticism, 
no matter how well- 
intentioned. 

Roe will take with him a 
new driver, a huge metal- 
headed job that has only 6^ of 
loft — “my putter’s got more 
loft than that." he joked. He 
also bears with him to Augus¬ 
ta the advice and encourage¬ 
ment of one Severiano 
Ballesteros. 

"Sevc saw me practising in 
Dubai and told me to stand up 
more to the ball,’" he said. “He 
told me that I was a feel player 
and that's what 1 should rely 
on. Cbming from the greatest 
feel player of all tune, that was 
quite something.” 

Meanwhile, there is rite 
small matter of the next four 
days to be negotiated over a 
course that climbs and swoops 
through dramatically hilly ter¬ 
rain more than 2.000 feet 
above sea level. 

Roe claimed, tongue firmly 
in cheek, to like the layout 
"It’s probably the best course 
Chris Bonington’s ever de¬ 
signed. " Whatever else, he has 
obviously not lost his sense of 
humour. Roe will seek to end his spectacular decline in Madeira before the Masters in two weeks 

SPORTS LETTERS 

Centre of rugby excellence Eyes on the ball in Sri Lanka 
From the Headmaster of 
Colston's Collegiate School 
Sir. Your report on the Daily 
Mail under-18 rugby cup final 
(Sport in Schools. March 25) 
raised the question of sports 
scholarships. 

Colston's Collegiate won a 
fairly contested final 20-0 and 
played in a manner which 
should give heart to all Eng¬ 
land rugby supporters. The 
boys have spent a great deal of 
time practising their skills and 
have gelled into an effective 
unit thanks to the inspired 
coaching of Alan Martinovic 
and Andy Robinson. 

Of those who played in the 
final, four pupils joined the 
sixth form from maintained 
schools which do not have 
sixth forms. Four others joined 
from local maintained 
schools, who play much less 
rugby titan boys at Colston's 
are luelty enough to experi¬ 
ence. The remainder of the 
team was composed of pupils 
who have come through the 
school in the normal way. 
Jonathan Pritchard and Jo¬ 
seph Ewens. who have been 
selected to play for England 
against Scotland, were in the 
lower school, which admits 
children from the age of three 

The boys who joined us in 
the sixth form did so because 
they wanted to come to a 

centre of rugby excellence. 
They had to fulfil the academic 
crireria for the sixth form, and 
those who came from homes 
where there was not enough 
income to cover the whole of 
the school fees were either 
awarded a Government As¬ 
sisted Place or a school bur¬ 
sary. We do not offer sports 
scholarships, which would, 
anyway, be awarded regard¬ 
less of parental income. 

The Headmaster of QEGS 
Wakefield is quoted as saying 
that he favours all-rounders. 
The pupils in Colston’s first 
XV are like any other group of 
people of their age. Anyone 
who saw the immense amount 
of work put in by some of them 
on the stage, or backstage, at 
the last school play or ob¬ 
served the quality of some of 
their art work, amongst other 
things, could not have failed to 
appreciate that they had more 
than one talent. 

As has been observed by 
others, the southern hemi¬ 
sphere is not afraid of winning 
and the English like nothing 
better than trying to deny the 
successful the credit that is 
rightly theirs. 
Yours sincerely. 
DAVID CRAWFORD. 
Headmaster, 
Colston’s Cbllegiate School. 
Stapleton, Bristol. Avon. 

From MrJ. Gamer 

Sir. While on vacation in Sri 
Lanka. 1 watched its cricket 
side on television achieve a 
convincing win over England 
in rite World Cup. 

Between overs 1 looked out 
of rite hotel window and saw 
boys and girls aged from 
about five to 18 playing cricket 
like English boys used to in 
the park. There could be 15 to 
20 youngsters fielding to one 
batsman at one wicket 

1 was impressed by the 
ability of the children to time 
and middle the ball and 

thought that here were the 
makings of fine cricketers. 

I offer two thoughts: Eng¬ 
lish boys are proficient at am¬ 
azingly fast finger reactions to 
twodimensional video games 
but lack the timing of an eye 
used to three-dimensional ac¬ 
tivity; we do not have all- 
weather surfaces in our parks 
to replace the street games we 
used to enjoy before the motor 
car put a stop to them. 

Yours faithfully. 
J. GARNER. 
44 Ladman Road, 
Bristol 14. Avon. 

Webb wonders at 
rapid rise to top 

From Patricia Dames in rancho mirage 

AUSTRALIANS need not de¬ 
spair that the Sri Lanka has 
cornered the cricket market. 
One consolation is that golf is 
now one of Australia’s sport¬ 
ing strengths — Greg Nor¬ 
man is the men’s world No 1 
and another Queenslander, a 
21-year old rookie, has taken 
to the US Ladies’ Professional 
Golf Association (LPGA) Tour 
like a platypus to water. 

Karrie Webb, the Weetabix 
Women’s Open champion, 
plays in her first official major 
championship when the 25th 
Nabisco Dinah Shore starts 
today at Mission Hills coun¬ 
try dub here in California. 
Paired with Annika Soren¬ 
stam, No I In America and 
Europe last season, and Patty 
Sheehan, a member of the 
LPGA’s exclusive Hall of 
Fame, Webb might even be a 
little nervous. 

She might also be a little 
cross, for the woman who 
leads the United States 
money-list is just a raw rookie 
hoe: As a new gbi she has so 
little status (hat she merited a 
place in only one of the two. 
star-studded pro-ams that pre¬ 
ceded the championship — 
and die powers-that-be put 
her out on the Arnold Palmer 
course, not the Dinah Shore 
Tournament course, the one 
that matters. If that is not an 
insult it certainly ranks as 
thoughtlessness verging on 
discourtesy. 

Not that much seems to 
bother Webb. Last week, play¬ 
ing with Beth Daniel and 
Betsy King, two of the biggest 

names in the game, in the first 
round of the Standard Regis¬ 
ter Ping event in Phoenix, the 
composed Australian admit¬ 
ted to being “realiy nervous 
on the 1st tee — for the first 
time in a while on Thursday.” 
It did not show. Webb strode 
on lo finish fourth behind 
Laura Davies, with Daniel 
tied for 24th and King miss¬ 
ing the cuL 

Nerveless is more the Webb 
style, striding the fairways 
with the look of a champion. 
She was rookie of the year on 
the American Express tour in 
Europe last season and 
showed no signs of inexperi¬ 
ence as she won the Open. Jt 
did not look like a fluke. 

Webb gave another indica¬ 
tion of her strength of charac¬ 
ter when she went through the 
LPGA qualifying school — 
there are no exceptions even 
for the British champion — 
with a cracked bone in her 
arm. but even she Eras been 
surprised by her speedy start 
in the United States. In five 
events, she has finished sec¬ 
ond, first — she won the 
Healthsouth Inaugural in a 
playoff — second, seventh 
and fourth. 

She tops the money-list with 
$241,638 (around £160,000) - 
she won more than £90.000 
in Europe last year. 

However. Webb keeps her 
ambitions modest: “At this 
stage I'm still just looking to 
finish in the top 20 on the 
money-list.'* Barring another 
broken arm. there should be 
no worries on that score. 

Agassi finds 
rhythm in 

Americans’ 
march of 
progress 
B\ Our Sports Staff 

THE stars and stripes flew 
proudly in Key Biscayne. 
Florida, yesterday as the Uni¬ 
ted Slates quartet of Pete 
Sampras. Andre Agassi Jim 
Courier and Michael Chang 
marched inio die quarter' 
finals of the Lipton tennis 
championships. 

Sampras, playing dose to 
his best form, beat Todd 
Martin, his compatriot. 6-3, 
6-4 while Agassi having 
struggled in his first two 
matches, found his rhythm in 
a 64. 64 defeat of Sebastien 
Lareau. of Canada. 

“This is the best match I’ve 
played in a couple of weeks 
now." Sampras, who knows 
victory here would’ enable 
him to reclaim the world No i 
ranking so recently yielded to 
Thomas Muster, said. 

Agassi despite seeing 14 
aces whistle past him. man¬ 
aged lo break service three 
times, largely thanks to a 
significant improvement in 
his baseline play. His own 
service appeared to be in good 
order as he sent down four 
aces. 

Asked how it felt to record a 
comparatively rare straight- 
sets victory. Agassi's reply 
dripped sarcasm. “It’s kind of 
a surprise, huh? Feds good." 
he said. He added, more 
routinely: ”!t was nice to get 
up in the second set and dose 
it out But I still don't feel I’m 
hitting every shot with 100 per 
cent commitment” 

The star-spangled banner 
was. however, ruffled as Cou¬ 
rier made hard work of beat¬ 
ing Michael Tebbutt, of 
Australia, £6. 64. 7-5 and 
Chang struggled before edg¬ 
ing past Petr Korda, of the 
Czech Republic, 6-3,3-6,6-3. 

The four established United 
States players will be joined 
in the quarter-finals by two 
lesser-known compatriots. 
Michael Joyce and Vince 
Spadea, who accounted for. 
respectively, Marc Rosset of 
Switzerland, and Richard 
Krajicek, of Holland. Goran 
Ivanisevic, of Croatia, and 
Amaud Boetsch, of France, 
complete the last eight 

In the women's event Steffi 
Graf, beat Kirmko Date, of 
Japan, 7-6, 6-3 to reach the 
semi-finals. 

#4 9 Sheehan m bridge 

By Robert Sheehan, bridge correspondent 

There are many situations on which you must have done your 
homework to be able to perform effectively at the table. When 
you hold Q x of trumps, it is almost never correct to cover when 
the dedarer leads the jack through you towards the king or ace— 
generally speaking, when that happens, the declarer's trumps 
are strong enough for him to overtake when you do not cover. 
What about Q 9? That can be different 

Unfair comments 
From Mr Steven Hill 

Sir, It was with much surprise 
and some anger that I read the 
comments ofthe new London 
Broncos signing. Junior Paul, 
abour Askeans RFC (report 
March 26), When he came to 
Askeans he was very inexperi¬ 
enced and we were happy to 
help him in learning about 
rugby. He undoubtedly had 
much potential but due to 
work and study he did not 
train regularly and was not 
always available on Saiur- 
days. At that time, in Junior’s 
chosen position of wing, we 
possessed three Kent county 

players, including Rob 
Subbiaru, who this season 
played for the Barbarians. 

I resent the charge of nepo¬ 
tism. Since 1 have Been coach 
the first team has always been 
picked on ability. Junior 
should also remember that, 
even after he made himself 
unavailable to play rugby, he 
was allowed to use. free of 
chaije, the weight-training 
facilities at Askeans. This does 
not reflect the comment that 
his face did not fit 

Yours sincerely, 
STEVE HILL (1st XV coach. 
Askeans RFC 1991-96). 
20 Glynde Road. 
Bexleybeath, Kent 
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23 April 1996 for * 
rvavlmj laid before It a aT 
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TO CCHJN JOHN BUY ANY 
Late of d Hondei Road. The 

Polygon. Southampton. Harnp- 
•hlre SOI a ZSW 

TAKE NOTICE that an Appttta- 
aon lor a Prooeny Adhiaoornt 
Order in ropci of tne property a 
Handet Road. The Putywi 
Southampton. HammNre has 
been Mod aoalnn you. You may 
apply la |he Soudiampton County 
Conn at tne MTSOted sun entire. 
London Road. Saumamptam. 
Hampihire SOP SAF for a copy of 
the Appnranop Which beare me 
number MD a«9. H wwttn eew 
rnoaiii you have not cnatmum- 
rated with Ihe Court. Ihe Co on 
may hear Ihe nee In your- 

RULE 4 106 OF THE INSOL¬ 
VENCY ACT 1086 

OROSVENOR CORPORATE 
HEALTH A SAFETY' LOOTED 

IN LIQUIDATION 
TAKE NOTICE THAT I. David 

John MaeOh of Merton Thornton 
I CO. ronlnpoi House. 47 
riolywrii HIU, s* Albane. Hrrt- 
fonKMrp. AL1 I HD. waa 
apgodiiFd lo art na Uqiddaior of 
Grupvenor Corporal* HoaUh A 
Sdib umtnd by rmotunona at 
I hr mrrtlitea of 0» comsanyT 
mrmbdn amt erodUbn hjdd eti IB 
Marrti 1996. Dated due sa day or 
March. 
D J MASON ■ UOLTPATOB 

THE INSOLVENCY ACT 1966 
HAGLEY SERVICES LIMITED 

FORMERLY BALTIC MANAGE- 
MENT SERVICES LMZTED 
NOTICE S HERESY OTVEN 

pwenanl to Section 98 of Om 
Insolvency Art 1986. Chat a Meel- 
tng of tha Cmdttoet of the above 
named Company will be neid a! 
llJXtan on * Asm 1996. at 
Buchler PhiMpe. 84 Oraavenar 
SDdeL Longed W1X 9tSF tor the 
ptupoaea mentioned in Seaton 99 
to I at of Ihe eaM Art. 

A Iba at too ium and artnraaaq 
.of Ihe Cora Deny-* creditor* win 
pe available for tneoortlon free of 
charge to Burttler ttnnupa. 84 
ercevonor Bind. London W1X 
PDF between toX30 mm. and 
4.00 p.m. on R Aped 1996 or s 
Asm 1996. 

Creditors wtehlnp fo woto at the 
meetUH mud My a fun etato- 
mew of account and on Informal 
praor of d«M and onieto anandins 
in aereon or moo- at Burttier 
PhttHpe. 64 Qnvtner SDaet. 
London WtX 909. no biter man 
12 00 noon on 5 April 1996. 
Secured mdWr must, unltoa 
ttm surrender theft aecdrtty. 
0ve particular* ef tftetr wcurBy 
and m atonaad vahia If they wtd, 
to -stoc « iba Meeuna 

By order of the board 
Mar Qanrew Otrertor Dan 
228.96. 

RAYMOND VICTOR ROBMON 
■ IN BAMCRURTCY 

SECTION 29S OF THE INSOL¬ 
VENCY ACT 1906 

TAKE NOTICE THAT U Ntpel 
Mb HamdloiLSinlth of Morten 
Thornton A co. Torrinam 
House. AT HbtyweO KJH. St 
Albane. Hertfbrdihhe AL1 1HD 
wm appointed to act aa Trustee m 
Bumvky or the above-named 
buuvtdua1T March 1996.  
DATED UUP 26th of March 1996 
N J HAMB-TONSMITH 
TRUSTEE tN BANtOmPTCV 

LIMESTONE LIMITED 
M LIQUIDATION 

RULE A106 OF THE INSOL¬ 
VENCY ACT 1966 

TAKE NOTICE THAT L Davtd 
John Maaon of Morton Thornton 
* CP. Tornnpton Houee. aft 
Hoiywall HU. SI Albane. Hen 
rarauero. ALi ikd. waa 
appended lo act ao Uqtddalar of 
Limestone Limned by leadHMOM 
at the meettoto the comsW* 
imbMi and credflon hetflaa 19 
Marts 1996. DATED tot* 22 day 
Of March 1996 D J MASON • 
LIQUIDATOR 

The todvray A« 1966 
ALL ST AFT AOEMCY LIMITED 

tin Ubtddottenl 
Nano: IS HEREBY OVEN 

that Maurice Raymond 
Domnpton FH>A of PDpMWOfl A 
Apptaoy. a CMnamoitoa Souara. 
Leaden. EDM «EH was 
aatiuimad uauMamr or me tod 
Company by die members and 
creditor* on 19th March 1996. 
M.B. POmwCTW. Ltotiklator 

Dealer South 

*32 
*01084 
* J 10 95 2 
• QS 

Love all 

Contract Six Chibs by Soutti 

In this hand, from the 1995 
Cap Volmac pairs. South 
showed a balanced hand of 
about 14 points with four 
clubs. With this information. 
North propelled his side into 
Six Clubs. Zia Mahmood 
(with Michael Rosenberg, the 
winner of the event) led the 
jade of diamonds; after consid¬ 
erable thought, the dedarer 
won in hand and led the jade 
of dubs. Zia played the nine; 
and that was the end of the 
defence. 

As Zia said afterwards, once 
the dedarer. missing the nine, 
leads the jade, it is certain that 
he is going to run it. So, 23a 
should have covered. Declarer 
wins the ace of clubs and leads 
small back to his hand. When 
East follows low. it is best to 
play the seven, and now the 
defence get two dub tricks. 
The time to work our that it is 
right to cover the jade is when 
you are having a bath — not 
when it is under your nose. 

Here is another defensive 
holding containing the nine. 

* K 9 

Lead: Jack of diamonds 

* A J 8 7 3 

• 654 

*0102 

South (the dedarer) leads the 
ten (better than a low one, 
which gains only against sin¬ 
gleton king with West; die ten 
gains against all K9xx hold¬ 
ings with West). If West plays 
the nine, the defence wfll have 
no tricks in the suit. If West 
puts in the king, dedarer may 
deride to play East for 9 x x x. 
□ For details of The Times 
Midland Private Banking 
National Bridge challenge, 
contact the event organisers 
on 0181-942 9506 or write to: 
Britannic Building. Beverley 
Way. New Malden, Surrey, 
KT3 4PH or fax to: 0181-942 
9569. 
□ Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 

By Philip Howard 

QUARREL 
a. Single combat 
b. A quartermaster 
c. A bolt 

MACHICOLATION 
a. A shooting-platform 
b. A hole 

c. A musket lock 

TESTUDO 
a. The King’s shilling 
b. An attacking formation 
c. The rearguard 

CORVUS 
a. Forced labour 
b. A grappling-iron 
c. A catapult 

Answers on page 46 

By Raymond Keene 
CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Fighting draw 
Nigel Short Great Britain's 
top-ranked grandmaster and 
fonner world championship 
challenger, still shares the 
lead with Garry Kasparov, the 
world champion, after four 
rounds of the Euwe Memorial 
tournament in Amsterdam. 
Their game in the fourth 
round was a sharp duel that 
ended with honours evqp. 

After his customary Sicilian 
Defence. Kasparov appeared 
to come under heavy pressure 
from Short’s massed pieces on 
the king's flank. However, at 
tite moment of crisis, when 
Short’s initiative seemed to be 
spreading across the board, 
Kasparov struck back with an 
ingenious piece sacrifice. 

The point was to exploit the 
exposed situation of Short’s 
light-squared bishop. After 
manifold complications, the 
struggle burnt out to an equal 
endgame that was agreed 
drawn on the 43rd move. 

White: Nigel Short 
Black: Garry Kasparov 
Amsterdam, March 1996 

Sicilian Defence 

18 Qxe4 06 
19 b4 Ng7 

20 & h5 

21 h3 aS 

22 a3 Rd 7 

23 TO Qd8 

24 Rbl Bg5 

25 Rbtl axb4 

26 axM Be7 

27 Rht h4 

28 Qe3 Ned 

29 B&4 Nc7 

30 Bc6 Nd5 

31 Qe4 Nxc3 

32 Bxc3 Ot56+ 

33 Kg2 Rc7 

34 Ba8 Rc4 

35 Ob7 Q<t>7 

36 Bxb7 Rh8 

37 Ba6 Rb6 

38 Ral Rcc6 

39 Bxb5 Rxb5 

40 Ra8+ Kg7 

41 Ra7 Kf8 

42 RaB-t- Kg7 

43 R47 KJ8 

Draw agreed 

Diagram of final position 

1 e4 c5 

2 Nf3 d6 

3 d4 cxd4 

4 Nxd4 N16 

5 NC3 a6 

6 BC4 06 
7 0-0 Be7 

& Bb3 OO 

9 14 Nc6 

10 Be3 NwM 

11 Bxd4 b5 

12 e5 cte5 

13 txe5 Ne8 
14 Ne* Bb7 

15 Qd3 Qc7 

16 c3 Rd9 

17 Bc2 Bxe4 

Times chess book 
Improve your game with Ray 
Keene's book. The Times Win¬ 
ning Chess, published by 
Batsford at £9.99 (credit card 
orders 01376 327901). 

□ Raymond Keene writes on 
chess Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 

By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is from 
the game Alekhine — Consulting 
Partners. Antwerp. 1923. The key 
io this position is White's fantastic 
knight on eft. Although he is a 
piece down, he now forced a quick 
conclusion thanks id ihe great 
strength of this piece. Can you see 
how? 

Solution on page 46 
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When beef tea was king among stimulants 
BAPIOCHOIQE 

Should beef tea be a banned 
substance? A century or so 
ago, and long before the days 
of BSE, beef tea was the 

stimulant of choice for the mad keen 
sportsman — often taken in great 
quantities on the run from an invalid 
feeding cup, like a small gravy boat 
with a long, thin spout. 

It was reckoned by some to be even 
more effective than other stimulants 
then on offer — including morphine, 
strychnine and belladonna. You 
could take what you liked in those 
days—and it was your lookout if you 
put your life in danger. 

Ever since die games of the ancient 
Greek Olympics, competitors have 
been prepared to try anything, and 
risk any health hazard, to steal the 
competitive edge. Artificial aids to 
excellence are bade in the headlines 
this week with the news that Diane 
Modahl has won her battle to dear 
her name from drug charges. From 
much of the reaction to the decision 
by the International Amateur Athlet¬ 
ic Federation (IAAF) to drop the case 
against the 1990 Commonwealth 800 
metres champion, you would think 
that drug-testing had been dealt a 
terminal blow. 

Certainly, the reliability of the 
drug-testing programme has been 
questioned, and the IAAF is under¬ 

standably furious with the apparent 
incompetence of the Lisbon doping 
officials who allowed Modahl*S urine 
sample to degenerate — the basis of 
her defence but the setback for drug¬ 
testing should really be quite minor. 
For, when you cut through ail the 
technicalities of the costly defence 
that led to the case against the athlete 
being dropped, the problem and its 
solution seem very simple—get more 
fridges. 

. Modahl’s lawyers say that the 
extraordinarily high level of testoster¬ 
one in her urine could have come 
from bacteria in the samples. To bade 
their daim, their formidable scientif¬ 
ic team produced the findings of a 
controversial experiment which 
showed that testosterone levels could 
rise dramatically in samples taken 
from females immediately after exer¬ 
cise, if they were not properly stored. 
Hie samples taken in Lisbon spent 
two nights and a hot summer's day 
unrefrigerated before they were ana¬ 
lysed. 

According to the New Scientist, 
others have not been as successful at 
reproducing the findings. It reports 
that Christine Ayotte, of the Interna¬ 
tional Olympic Committee-accredit¬ 
ed laboratory in Montreal, has 
looked at many poorly-stored urine 
samples over the past five years. “I 

can swear to you that we have never 
observed the formation of testoster¬ 
one," she said. 

Others have been puzzled because 
none of the other seven samples in the 
same batch — all from different 
athletes — had become so contami¬ 
nated that they showed tins sort of 
result They had all been stored in the 
same unrefrigerated conditions. Nor 
had this phenomenon been observed 
or remarked on before. Urine sam¬ 
ples are often kept and moved around 
without the benefit of a fridge and, in 
view of the Modahl case, it is unlikely 
that tiiis is the last time the "degraded 
sample” defence will be seen. 

Team Modahl fielded a formidable 
line-up of lawyers, doctors and 
scientists and, in today's highly- 

professionalised work! of sport, the 
authorities must expect athletes to be 
able to mobilise sophisticated, expen¬ 
sive defence squads. They have been 
used before — in the cases of John 
Ngugu of Kenya, Butch Reynolds, of 
the United States, and Katrin 
Kxabbe, of Germany.. 

Many challenge suspensions and 
do not win. Diane Modahl chal¬ 
lenged and won. She has been 
declared innocent and dear to com¬ 
pete in the Olympic Games this 
summer, if she makes it Good for 
her. If she puts the same determ¬ 
ination into her trade work as she 
and her team did into dealing her 
name, she could yet tum out to be a 
world-beater.. 

In athletics, and in other sports, 
there is need not only for greater 
urgency in testing — but also for 
greater efficiency and more glasnost 
With the latest testing apparatus 
being used at the Olympic Games, 
that should happen, hot, the greater 
tiie detection rate, the longer will be 
the queue of those ready to challenge 
the findings. 

Modahl, who is planning to sue the 
IAAF and the British Athletic Federa¬ 
tion for "financial loss" and "psycho¬ 
logical damage”, has given the sport 
an expensive lesson in basic house¬ 
keeping. The only way that the ruling 

bodies are going to * 
the drug-testing procedure is 
expose them and shut them down. 
Hie war against drug cheats in sport 
is a long and sad one, but the battles 

mOneof the great ironies of the drug 
saga is that not only 
banned substances 
ous, but also tiiat many expert 
whether they really do anything ro 
enhance performance anyway-^- 
as long as there have been athletes, 
there have been those willing to nsk 
even life itself for the taste of victory. In mnwf-thecentury Britain, 

the top coach was Hany An¬ 
drews, trainer to Alfred Shrubb 
— then the greatest distance- 

runner in the world. In his framing 
S, published in 1903 and 
endorsed by Om Andrews cemfosed 

that he had tried everything from a 
tumbler of champagne" to cocaine. 

“Strychnine in lozenge form is also 
used," Andrews said. “I tried this 
once on a man during a bad nme, 
and it had no effect at all. So I 
reverted to hot beef tea. and got my 
man home all right” 

Beef tea? Now that really does 
sound life-threatening. 

John Bryant 

Home-growif 
terrorists 

Somdinu*: Unnatural Family Tics. Rodio4.120pm. 

cVvi?f Mike, in his twenties, threatened to 

Oliver Holt sees a dedicated sister bring hope to the slums of Sao Paulo 

Fitting foundation for Senna’s legacy 
PERHAPS it is the malnutri¬ 
tion that racks their bodies or 
the after-effects of the drugs 
that have warped their minds. 
For others, it is just wishful 
thinking. Whatever their rea¬ 
sons, when they see the vision 
dressed in white from top to 
toe among them, the poor that 
she visits in some of Brazil’s 
most miserable slums think 
Ayrton Senna lives still. 

Vivjane Senna. 59, the eldest 
sister of the late three-times 
world motor raring champi¬ 
on. thinks it, too. sometimes. 
She sits in her office on the 
tenth floor of the tower block 
her brother built m Santana, a 
northern suburb of Sao Paulo, 
fielding call after call from 
people begging for help from 
the Senna Foundation, of 
which she is president, 
enriried by images of the 
raring driver who is still 
revered here. 

“Wherever I go. I seem to be 
surrounded by pictures of 
him.” she said. “That part is 
okay. But it is difficult for me 
to see images of him on 
television in action. It is too 
real, like he is alive again. It is 
too emotional for me. But this 
work that I do now has 
allowed me to see that out of 
tragedy good things can 
come.” 

It Is a busy week for her. as 
Formula One begins its build¬ 
up to the Brazilian Grand Prix 
here on Sunday, the race that 
used to be an annual celebra¬ 
tion of the brilliance of her 
brother, who was killed in a 
crash during the San Marino 
Grand Prix at Iraola in May 
1994. This week the memories 
are more vivid. 

The work of Viviane Senna, centre, has given children from thefavellas, such as Jodmar, left a chance to escape poverty. Photograph; Steven Tee 

As she drives through the 
city towards the university 
where one of the foundation’s 
first projects is based, armed 
bodyguards following in a car 
behind, products of the vogue 
for kidnapping, she apologises 
if she is less cheerful than 

Answers from page 45 

QUARREL 
(c) A short stout square-headed bolt or arrow used in the crossbow. From 
die Old French quanl, Late Latin quadrdlus, the diminutive of quadrus, 
a square. So a quarrel can also mean a square or lozenge, a small square 
or diamond-shaped tile, or a similarly shaped pane of glass. 

MACHICOLATION 

(b) A hole or holes in the overhanging floors of a castle or other defended 
building, through which boiling oil was poured or rocks dropped on 
unwary attackers. No period historical film is satisfactory without the 
defenders dropping such death from on high on those manning the 
battering ram. 

TESTUDO 
(b) The Roman defence against missiles and primitive machicolation. The 
legions linked shields and bdd them over their heads to form a solid, slow, 
remorseless protected approach to an enemy defensive position. Really 
more like a giant armoured millipede than a testudo or tortoise. 

CORVUS 
(b) A beaked banering-ram, from the Latin corvus a raven. Mainly used 
by the Roman navy, either as a grappling-hook or as a hinged spiked 
piank in the bows of a warship. The conns was also used by the army as a 
battering-ram. 

SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 

I. RxflM Kxft 0. ... Kg& 2. Rxgfr* is swiftly decisive}; Z Qc3+ Ke7: 
3. Qg7 mate. 

WE ARE NOW OFFERING READERS OF THE TIMES FREE DELIVERY OF 
THE ITEMS LISTED BELOW AT STANDARD RETAIL PRICE - OFFER 
APPLIES UK ONLY - REST OF WORLD ADD El PER ITEM - STERLING OR 
$US CHEQUES ONLY — (El - $US I JO). 

The European Rutiameni — June iW (hb) £25. The Times Good University Guide 
199546 (pb) E&9$ To World Organisations (hb) EJh.99. 

THE TIM ES MAPS (bided): JUST EA.W EACH—The World. Ireland. British Isks. 
Canada. New: Europe Noth America, Sooth America. Africa. China. Canada. New: Europe. IS 

Send cheques with order 
Defiveiy up m aght days 

Mile to Abom Lid. 51 Manor Lane. London. SEL3 5QW. 
K). Tel: 0181-8SZ 4575 (24hrs). No oedit cards. 

usual. Her husband was 
killed last month in a road 
accident He was riding a 
Ducati motorbike, one of a 
limited edition carrying Sen¬ 
na’S signature and used to 
raise money for the 
foundation. 

When she walks through 
the campus, though, an oasis 
of green in the concrete jungle 
of South America's most popu¬ 
lous city, her sadness tiffs. 
Here, in the gymnasiums and 
on the football fields alongside 
the athletics track where Sen¬ 
na used to train, a happy 
legacy is taking shape. 

Some of the $2 million 
(about £1J million) the foun¬ 
dation has raised this year 
through the sale of prints. 
Senna watches, Senna power¬ 
boats, Senna pens. Senna 
mountain bikes. Senna motor¬ 
bikes and the Senninha, or 
"little Senna”, a cartoon im¬ 
age. has been carefully chan¬ 
nelled into a project designed 
to keep poor children off the 
streets, away from the dutches 
of drugs and prostitution, and 
the gangs of thugs hired to 
murder them. 

Viviane Senna's idea was to 
entice them into school by 

FOOTBALL 
K&-00 730 untess Sated 

ICB LEAGUE; Second dnirion: Ttoury v 
Bradawl 

PONTffZS CENTRAL LEAGUE: Frist 
tfivnoon: E&rrtnghem v WoMwtwriHan 
(7-0); Nemsstfs v Loads (SO); Sate v 
Manchester United (7.0). Second d- 
virion: Manchester City v BratBord {a! 
Witten Atotan PC, 70). 
UNIBOND LEAGUE: Praridenfr Cup: 
SemHInat first lag; Hyde v Guteetey. 

spidng the prospect of study 
with the promise of a whole 
morning or afternoon playing 
sport The result is an almost 
fairy-tale picture of happiness, 
groups of girls and boys aged 
between ten and 16 playing 
handball and basketball, gig¬ 
gling when their _ 
patron, who looks 
so disconcertingly ‘Oi 
like her brother, 
stops to watch. trai 
Tens of thousands * 
applied for the 500 eh 
places on offer. & 

"The one objec- pap i 
rive of the founda- ____ 
tion is to give 
children opportunities, to give 
them a chance,” she said. 
“Playing team sport teaches 
them things they need for life 
in this country. It gets titan 
used to obeying rules, to fitting 
in with hierarchies, and it 
gives them medium and short¬ 
term goals, in the slums, the 
favellas, if they want food, 
they just go and get it some¬ 
how. There is no sense of long¬ 
term aims.” 

When Viviane readies the 
football pitch, she becomes 
more animated. She points out 
a small blond-haired boy. 

‘Out of 

tragedy, 

good 

can come 

Jodmar, one of the best play¬ 
ers in two teams of children. 
Jodmar, 13, lives in a nearby 
favellcL 

He gets to the university 
every day with bus tickets 
provided by the foundation, 
his nutrition and his dentistry 
_ is taken care of by 

the foundation, 
tof and he is educated 

with its money. 
When the game is 

■'* over, Viviane 
>d drives the short 

distance to the 
)IUe* wooden shack 
_ where he lives 

with his parents 
and three brothers. Water 
runs down the narrow streets 
amid the rubble and the 
chunks of pottery. Hens peck 
among the rubbish, tiny child¬ 
ren run into one-room houses, 
youths lounge outside make¬ 
shift bars under corrugated- 
iron roofs. Jodmar takes us 
down a narrow alley and into 
his family's home, past his 
father and four friends play¬ 
ing dominoes and into a 
spartan room, where a 
battered picture of the 
Last Supper hangs on the 
wall. 

JEWSON LEAGUE: Prenw division: 
Great Yarmouth v Harwich and Partoston, 
Newmarket'v Dias. 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE First tfi- 
riricn: Whflchircfi v Wtmbome. 
LONDON SENIOR CUP: SorMInri ro- 

vWBesdan 

OTHER SPORT 

BALL ALLIANCE: Botdmana St M v 
Rerahore Town. 
SCHOOLS MATCHES: Addas Victory 
Shield undef-15 interrlionafc Scotland v 
England (at Kfenamock 7.15) Engfieh 

GOLF:. Smnhgdata Foursomes, (at 
Sunnlngdafe). 

SNOOKER: Benson and 
Masters (at Galls C 

SSSSaS heneeded to Buy drinFand drugs. Counselling and 
SSSSSi a baief&d effect. Urmaturi 
should help to persuade many other traumatised mothers that not all 
alleys are necessarily blind. 

The Holy Virgin of Chernobyl, Radio 3.805pm. 

David Zane Mairowitz has written, and Struan Rodgnr 
eniematicstory about what the text describes as the rtoluredjpure 
Sion A milkman, a midwife and three children unquestionmgly 
accept that the woman sitting atop a defunct tower attheroforous 
Ukrainian nuclear reactor is the Virgin Mara. She 
and sets sparks flying as she combs her hair- She has some digging to 
do, a taskwhfch. m that dead zone, has considerable wnggbc 
significance. The sceptical view is that the apparition is an UIusion, a 
smattering of errant atomic particles, dearly, the faith versus 
rationality debate did not end at Lourdes. Peter DavaHe 

FM Stereo 4.00am Clive Wtoren 6.30 
Chre Evans 9JB0 Simon Mayo 1230 
Lisa I'Anson ind at 1230-12A5pm 
Nawstwat and at 7.15 The Net 2.00 
Nfc*y Campbel 430 Mark Goodter. rid 
5.30-5-45 Newabeal 7j00 Everting Ses¬ 
sion 930 Colins and Macorie ItLOO 
Mark Lamarr NBckilght Cttere Sturgess. 
nd at 12.15am The Net 

FBI Stereo 6.00am Sarah Kennedy MS 
Pause tar Thought 7.30 Wogan 9.15 
Pause tar Thought 9-30 Brian Matthew 
11.30 Jimmy Young 2.00pm Debbte 
Thrower 330 Ed Stewart 5.05 John 
Dunn 7.00 The News HuddHnss 7-30 
The Great British Country Music Awards 
9.00 Paul Jonas 10.00 HStoJIy Haley 
10.30 The Jamesons 123Sam Steve 
Madden 3.00 Alex Lester 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

530am Morning Reports 6.00 The 
Breakfast Programme ind 635. 7-55 
Racing preview 335 The Magazine ind 
10.35 Euronevrs 11.30 Heafch News 
1230 Midday wtth Mak tad 1234pm 
Moneycheck with Katie Durham 1.15 
Entertainment News 2j05 Ruscoe on 
Five ind at 3,15 Prime Minister's 
Question Time 430 Nationwide with 
JUian Worrtcker. ind SAB Entertainment 
News 7.00 News Extra , ind at 7.20 
Sport 7^5 On the Line 8J» Wbrren on 
Top. with Eleanor Ottroyd 9.05 
SpansAmsrica 10J0S News Talk 11.00 
Night Extra 1235am Night Moves 2.05 
Up Afl Isfight wkh Rhod Sharp 

TALK RADIO 

6JOOara Sandy Wan 7jM Simon Bates 
IOlOO Jonathan Krig 12.00 Tommy 
Boyd 230fan Ama Raeburn 4JD0 Scott 
Oashoim 7X10 Sean Bofear 9j00 Moz 
Dee ItLOO James Whale l-OO-fiLDOam 
Ian Cofins 

WORLD SERVICE 

AH times in GMT. 5J»ara Newsday 
g in Europe Today 6.00 Newsday 530 
Europe Today 7.00 News 7.15 OH the 
Sheii 730 Network UK 8.00 World News 
8.10 Words ol Faith 8.15 Composer ol 
the Month 8A5 Good Books 930 News 
ri German 9.15 Sports ritematwnat 
9.45 Sport 10.00 Newsdesk 1030 BBC 
English 10.45 OH the Shell 1130 
Newsdesk 1130 World Ranking 1230 
News 1235pm Business 12.18 Britain 
Today 12.30 Assignment 1.00 
Nevrshour230 News, 235Ouflock 230 
MufMradc X-Press 330 News in Ger-Jfc:. 
man 3.15 The Leamng World 330 - 
Network UK 430 News 4.15 The World 
Today 430 News m German 530 .. 
Europe Today 530 Business 5A5 Sport 
630 Newsdesk 630 News in German 
730 News 7.01 Outlook 735 Words 61 
Faith 730 John Ped 830 Newshoor 
930 News 9.05 Business 9.15 Britain' 
Today 930 Meridian 1030 Newdesk 
1030 The WorW Today 1035 Spat 
1130 World News 11.10 Take Five 
11.15 Network UK 11.45 Health Maters 
Midnight Newsdesk 1230am On the 
Move 1245 Britain Today 130 Wcrid 
News 1.10 Press Review 1.1S' - 
MmefieVta 135 Global Concerns 230 
Newsday 230 Drama 3.00 Wdrid News 
3.15 Sport 330 Focus an Faith 430 
Newsdesk 430 Europe Today 

CLASSIC FM 

4.00am Mark Griffiths 630 Mhe Read 
9.00 Henry KeOy 1200 Susannah 
Simona 230pm Concerto 330 Jane 
Cnck 630 Newsnighl 630 Sonata 730 
Classic Travel Guide 830 Evening 
Concert 10.00 Michael Mapptn 130am 
Mel Cooper 

VIRGIN RADIO 

630am Russ 'n* Jono 9.00 Richanl 
Skriner 1230 Graham Dene 430pm 
Nicky Home 730 Paul Coyte 1030 
Mark Forrest 230-«30am Robin Barks 

RADIO 3 

Viviane makes sure she has 
an intimate knowledge of ev¬ 
ery project the foundation 
finances. Even though the 
foundation was her brothers 
idea, she is quite dearly the 
driving force behind it She 
knows where each and every 
cent has gone. A bare mini¬ 
mum is spent on bureaucracy. 
And here, in Jodmarts hut, is 
the proof of the pudding, the 
kind of poverty the foundation 
is giving children a chance to 
escape. 

Outside, a crowd has gath¬ 
ered. “Sometimes, because 
Ayrton has gone," she said, 
“the people in the slums 
confuse our images in their 
minds. They transfer all their 
affection on to me. They mix 
us up. He was the only hero 
they ever had and they still 
want him back." 

As she reverses away, the 
bodyguards looking on ner¬ 
vously from another car, she 
spots a sign scrawled on the 
front bumper of a white Volks¬ 
wagen van selling fruit and 
vegetables which is blocking 
the way out “I am not the 
owner of the world,” it says, 
“but I am a son of the world.” 
Viviane Senna smiles. 

6.00am On Ate. Includes Fayriax 
(Ave da pabis ffiaj; 
Schumann (NoveUettes Op 
2T, No 2 in D, No 4 in D} 

930 Morning Collection with 
Paul GambaccbiL Stravinsky 
(Senate far two pianos); 
Schubert (Sonata in A minor. 
D82T); Bach .(Brandenburg 
Concerto No 5 in D) 

10.00 Musical Encounter*. 
Includes Artfsf of ff» Week: 
Kathryn Stott, piano, performs 
Chopin (FantzBjrtaT minor, 

StaneeatoSn^, S104); 
Debussy (Farrtaiste); Faurg 
(Romance In A) 

1230 Composer of the Week: 
Rubbra, with Roberta Domett. 

1.00pm Abe and Affections. 
Nicholas Anderson Introduces 
highlights from lafe-Baroque 
opera 

230 Schools Radio Showcase 
235 In the News 22S 
Something to Think About 
230 Music Workshop 

330 Bernstein. Prelude, Fugue 
and RBTs. 

3.10 Mads for TV. Six-Five Special 
3.15 The BBC Orchestras. The 

BBC National Orchestra ot 
Wales under TadaaJd Otaka 

performs Mendelssohn 
(Symphony No 4 In A A 
Italian); Gershwin, arch GrC'i 
(Rhapsody in Blue); 
Rachmaninov (Symphony No 
1 in D minor) 

5.00 The Music Machine 
5.15 In Tune. Bach (Mass in B 

minor) 630 Martinu (Piano 
Concerto No 4, Incantations} 
730 Sibefius (Fafan 

730 London Phiharmonic, 
under Marin Jansons. 

. Rachmaninov (Vocalise: 
Rhapsody on a Theme of 
Paganini) 835 The Holy 
Vbgln of ChsrnobyL See 
Choice 835 ShoslAovich 
(Symphony No 12, the Year 

020 Young Poets. W. N Herbert 
9-30 Intersections 

10.15 Havdn. Siring Quartet in F, 
Op 77 No 2 

10.45 Night Waves. Includes a 
review ol the English National 
BaDet's Giseite 

1130-1230am The BBC 
Orchestras. The BBC 
Philharmonic under Yan 
Pascal Tortelier. Hindemith 
(Ragtime, Suite: Nobitissima- 
visione; Cello Concerto) 

RADIO 4 

535am Shipping (LW only) 630 
News: Weather 6.10 Farminc News; Weather 6.10 Farming 
Today 635 Prayer tor the Day 

• 630 Today ind 730,730, 
8.00, 830 News 735, 835 
Sport 735 Thought for the 
Day 8w40 Yesterday in 
Pantement 838 Weather 

830 News 9.05 The Moral Haze 
10.00-1030 News; PankMraJ (FM 

only) First of a four-part 
comedy by Tanfea Gupta (r) 

1030 Dally Service (LW only) 
10.15 This Sceptr'd Me (LW only) 
1030 Woman's Hour 
1130 From Our Conespandant 
1230 News; You and Yours 
1235pm Looking Forward to the 

Past, with Paul Boeteng, MP 
1235 Weather 

130 The World atone 
1.40 The Archers (r) 135 

Shipping forecast 
230 News; One Moonlit Night 

by Caradog Prichard. A Welsh 
language dassic translated 
ana adapted by Philip 
MitcheB 

330 News; The Afternoon Shift 
4.00 News 435 Kaleidoscope 
4*45 Short Story: Steeplejacks 

by Michael McLaverty 
530 PM 5J50 Shipping Forecast 

. 535 Weather 

6.00 She O'clock News 
630 Darting You Were 

Marvellous. Sandi Toksvig 
hosts the improvised 
entertariment show 

7.00 News 735 The Archers 
730 Soundtrack. See Choice 
8.00 Analysis: Russian Roulette. 

Ngalre Woods asks where 
power now lies in Russia 

a.45 Stranger than Fiction. 
Metwn Bragg describes how 
his changing relationship with 
the Gospel reflects 
developments in his faith (5/6) 

930 DoesHeTake Sugar? 
930 Kaleidoscope (r)ft59 

Weather 
1030 The World Tonight 
1035 Cinema 100: Book at 

Bedtime. Picnic at Hanging 
Rock (9/10) fr) 

1130 George Matty's Owning Up. 
Comedy and jazz on the road 
in the 1950s (1/3) 

1130-1200 Utopia and Other 
Destinations (FM only) (r) 

1130 Today In Parliament (LW 
only) 

1230 News ind 1237am Weather 
1230 The Late Book: 
Metrotand. (9/10) 1238 
Shipping Forecast 1.00 As 
World Sendee 

SCHOOLS INTERNATIONAL (18 Grouo): 
Seated v England (at HaMck. 630) 

SPEEDWAY: Premier League: Ipswich v 
Bradford (730). Challenge: London v 
Peterborough (7.30), Sheffield v Hug 
(7.4Ji). 

9HroJrwmba radio 2. fm 88.0- 

a JB« u* mKjAS 2SS8. KTST! 



• . 
- ‘’•.•or-jj 

'i 
• /i; 

•-•T, . 

'•«" I 
u 

?-&" • 

i'is-j 

iv;U - 

ro?:. 

J Vjiji 

•J * 

vp 
: ; H 

THE TIMES THURSDAY MARCH 28 1996 TELEVISION 47 

E 
Absence makes the heart grow acceptable 

>car my miManw to 
Hearts of Gold fBBCli 
ltous a little fesv As 

another 12 months pass in which I 
have done nothing simd and 
UTtainiy nothing heroic, my admi¬ 
ration for the gallant hand who 
have increases once again. But let 
me he clear - this twin-track 
transformation is gradual. v«rv 
Gradual. At current rates, I calcu¬ 
late that I won’t start really 
enjoying this sickly sweet celebra- 
Tinn oi good deeds until I am 147 
years old. Esther Ranttcn. 1 feel 
certain. will still he around — 
wearing somethinu imprudently 
short and cerise. 

She was similarly equipped last 
night, as >hc kicfcwi off the series 
where equal helping* of admira¬ 
tion ami nausea have hwome very 
much the norm. But there was 
nothing "norm" abnm the way it 
began. Having swapped her suit 
for a pair of generously cut plastic 
mer-trousers. Rantzen appeared Hi 

be engaged in an unspeakable act 
w ith a gentleman in a golf bunker. 
All totally innocent — pause for 
laughter — uc were assured., 
practising her swing donTcha 
know, but ihuse of us reared on a 
diet of cheap laughs at the expense 
of misshapen vegetable, knew' 
belter. My how wu laughed. 

And my how La Rantzen was 
enjoying herself. She wiggled her 
bottom playfully and begged 
imploringly: “Once mure, once 
more?" Our gallant, unsuspecting, 
life-saving. lorry driver (for it was 
he) bravely stepped forward and 
assumed the position again. Now 
this was brave, nay heroic stuff. I 
was about to rush forward and pin 
a small piece of blue ribbon with a 
linle gold heart on him myself. 

Then suddenly l remembered — 
this wasn't the heroic act, this was 
the ruse — the ruse which no self- 
respecting light entertainment 
show {This « Your Life. Surprise 
Surprise and anything with Jere¬ 

my Beadle or Nod Edmonds) is 
currently without. "Have you 
heard uf a programme called 
Hearts of Gold?" asked Rantzen at 
regular intervals. "No,” I shouted, 
“just say no." But each lime the he¬ 
roic victim's response was the 
same—a shrug, a baleful look sky¬ 
ward and a weary “yes". Gotcha, 1 
believe is the technical term. Some of the ruses were hid¬ 

eously complicated, which 
allowed Carol Smillic (wear¬ 

ing something fashionably knee- 
length and sky blue) to step 
smugly forward and say "this was 
nnt as easy as it sounds"# at 
similarly regular intervals. It also 
led to me spending several min¬ 
utes under the impression that it 
was Mr Motivator who had spent 
three months in u coma. What an 
awful thought. 

Bui. three rimes a night, order is 
restored. Those who have done the 
life-saving sit on one side of the 

REVIEW 

Matthew 
Bond 

sofa, those whose lives had been 
saved sir on the other. The result is 
an awful lot of emotion. The heroes 
arc all modesty, horribly embar¬ 
rassed by the fuss. Those they 
rescued are all gratitude and 
enormous smiles. The means may 
be manipulative, the programme 
may be IS minutes too long, but l 
defy anyone not to be moved by the 
sight of two burly lorry-drivers 
sharing a tearful cuddle. Still, as 

long as they keep serving up the 
excruciating bits in-beiween 1 
think I «an hold out for another 
decade or seven. 

If the Mr UK competition did 
not exist, then it would not be long 
before a producer from Modern 
Times (BBCZI came along and 
invented it. On paper it looked 
perfect, a sign of our egalitarian, 
role-reversed times — lots of 
bronzed male bodies parading in 
front of drooling, cheering women. 
In reality, as producer Helena 
Appio discovered, it was definitely 
a sock or two short of a well-filled 
thong. 

"What are they going to do?" 
asked a disbelieving and bitter 
Ann Sidney (Miss World !%4j. 
"Prance down the planks in G- 
strings?" Yup. that was pretty 
much it — which left Appio with a 
lot of time to fill. 

Round and round she went in 
ever diminishing interviews — 
knucklehead, Sidney*. Eric Morlev. 

another knucklehead (I mean con¬ 
testant. not organiser). Frank War¬ 
ren. Judith Chalmers. Bui it’s a 
reliable rule of documentary-mak¬ 
ing rhumb that when the inter¬ 
viewee talking most sense is 
Michael Winner, you know you 
are in trouble 

A! 
ppio's efforts to fill the gaps 
between the defiantly' un- 

.gay and frankly uninterest¬ 
ing badinage of the contestants 
merely served as a reminder that 
there were better documentaries to 
be made What happens to former 
Miss Worlds, for instance, or the 
life and times of the incredible and 
indestructible Mnrleys. 

For the former she'was half-way 
there already. »ith a well chosen 
trio of beauty queens — the cynical 
Sidney, the wise and wonderful 
Reita Powell (Miss World 1%6) 
and game for a laugh former Miss 
Puerto Rico (Miss World 1975). “It 
changed completely my life." said 

the winsome Wilnelia. She was- 
right — she married Bruce 
Forsyth. 

For anyone thinking of tackling 
ibe MorJey story, here is a tip. Eric 
badly needs a pair of mid-calf 
socks. He may know a well-turned 
ankle when he sees one. but as last 
night's interview's revealed he cer¬ 
tainly does not possess them. 

Finally. Pete McCarthy brought 
Travelog (Channel -J) to a close 
with the son of "holiday" 1 could 
identify with. He was ill. he was 
miserable and he was reluctantly 
hopping around Laos in an elderly 
Russian helicopter. But unlike me 
in such situations, he had noi quite 
lost his sense of humour. Afflicted 
with both bronchitis and Luan 
Prabang belly, he ventured brave¬ 
ly forth in a motorised rickshaw, 
or ruk-ruk — "named after the 
cough ii induces in passengers as 
they ingest large quantities of 
road". A heart of gold is already on 
its wav. 

• >**• - - ~7‘ 

6.00am Business Breakfast (57490: 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News iC$eta»i |o-J46ii 
9.00 News Extra (C«!au (6=71 JiS, 9.20 

Can't Cook. Won't Cook i=; ,2907515) 
9.45 Kllroy ,si IE7U770} 10.30 Good 
Morning (s) (24515) 

12.00 News (Cssfavi and wtjiher (2S58935) 
12.05pm Movie Magic it'. (5271577) 12.30 

v. Going for a Song •.$> (621571 
**1.00 One O'clock News (Ceefax; and 

weather (44848; 

1.30 Regional Nevis and weather (25712747) 
1A0 Neighbours (Ceefext ts) t944923S3) 

2.00 Pebble Mill (sj (7580374) 

2^5 Racing from Aintrea. Live coverage of 
the 3.10 and 3.45 races. The 4J20 race is 
on BBC2 (s) (9183577) 

4.00 The Morph Hies (s) (4408225) 4.10 
Highlander (Ceelax {&) (57341571 4.35 
The Genie from Down Under (Ceefax) 
(s) (2564864) 5.00 Newsround (Ceefax) 
13313916) 5.10 Grange Hill (Ceelax) (si 
(1923664) 

5.35 Neighbours <n (Ceetax) (si (9549161 
6.00 Six O’clock News (C-eeiaxi and weather 

(799) 

6.30 Regional News magazines (751) 
7.00 Top of the Pops iCeefaxi (s) (3867) 
7.30 EastEnders. Nigel spots an tntiuder 

(Ceelax) (S) (9351 

8.00 Wildlife on One. Most people regard 
hippopotamuses affectionately, con¬ 
sidering them to be (at and lethargic But 
in realiiy they are ferocious, (hree-tonne 
creatures, (eared even by crocodiles 
Narrated by David Alt enbt enough 
(Ceefax) tel (2515) 

8.30 Auntie's Sporting Bloomers. Terry 
Wogan looks at (he mats and tribulaffons 
o( sporting personalities. Joining him 
tonight are Gary Lineker and the hard 
man ot rugby union. Mick "The Munch" 

» Sfennar Plus there's a tribute to Murray 
Walker, the man ot many gaffes (r) 
(Ceefax) (s) (1022) 

9.00 Woe O'clock News (Ceelax). regional 
news and weather 12732) 

9.30 Absolutely Fabulous. Edina has an 
isolation tank shipped in from Los 
Angelas Jr) (Ceelax) (s) 142393). WALES: 
Week In. Week Out Special 

10.00 Crimewatch UK. Nick: Ross and Jill 
Dando team up with the police to try to 
solve crimes with help from viewers 
(359867) 

10.45 Question Time. Topical debale from 
London chaired by David Dknbteby. The 
guests are Anne McElvoy, deputy editor 
ol The Spectator, and MPs Tony Newton. 
Marqarei Beckett and Menzies Campbell 
(Ceefax) (162022) WALES: KL45 The 
3/ale 11.25 Question Time 12.25am 
Cnmewatch UK Update 12J5-Z.10 
FILM- Agnes o! God 

11.45 Crimewatch UK Update (Ceelax) \s) 
(363190) 

11.55 FILM: Agnes of God (1985) A newborn 
baby is found strangled m the cell ot a 
novice nun who professes ignorance of 
how or 'why. With Jane Fonda. Anne 
Bancroft and Meg Tilly Directed by 
Norman Jewison (Ceefax) (s) (891634) 

1.30am Weather (31644691 

VtdcoPtus+ and the Video PfusCodea 

The numbers next to each TV programme 
listing are Video PlusCode ■ numbers, which 
allow you to programme your video recorder 
instantly with a raeoPlus+ " handsel. Tap in 
The Video PlusCode lor the 
Wish I 
and Video Programmer 
Gemsfar Development (Jd. 

Video PlusCode lor the programme you 
i to record. Vtdeopfus-*- ("). Pktscode (’*) 

Video Programmer are trademarks ot 

6.00am Open University: Stressed Materials 
(93395961 6.25 Mifec ot Aisles (9318003) 
6-50 A New Role for (Won (6526461) 

7.15 See Hear Breakfast News (Ceofax and 
Siigningi (1428751) 7.30 SUngray (t) 
fCeelax) (55954) 8.00 Blue Peter (rl 
(Ceelax) (s) <5141596) 8^5 Tates of the 
Tooth Fairies (r) (1469645) 830 
Puppydog Teles (t) (9546732) BAO The 
Record 16759867) 

9.05 Daytime on Two: Seeing Through 
Science (2984664) 9.30 Lamexpress 
(9829206) 9.45 Over the Moon (9817461) 
1Q.OQ Playdays (42596831 10.25 
Storytme (2469792) 10.45 Teaching 
Today (956080) 11.15 In Living Memory 
(6745312) NJj 11.15 Ulster in Focus 
11.35 Landmarks (Ceelax) (8386848) 
N.I.: 11.55-12.12pm Study Ireland 12X10 
Techno (6319729) 12.15pm Ctementfne 
(9897867) 12.30 Working Lunch 
(60799) 1.00 Lifeschool (25456585) 1.25 
Technology Starters (48217683) 1.40 
Numbertime (s) (94490935) 

2.00 Tales of the Tooth Fairies <r) 
(44787848) 2.05 Puppydog Tales (i) 
(447B6119) 2.10 PWlbert the Frog (r) 
(44701428) 

2.15 Racing from Airrtree (8157190) 34)0 
News (Ceelax) (6542521) 3.05 
Westminster (Ceelax) (6415916) 3JSS 
News (Ceefax) (4732206) 4.00 Raring 
(7095190) 

445 Today’s the Day s) (840138) 
5.15 The Oprah Winfrey Show (Ceelax) (s) 

(3536799) 

5.55 Global Warning: Death on the 
Danube. How man's misuse has 
changed the River Danube forever 
(239732) 

6-00 Star Trek: Deep Space Nine (Ceefax) 
(S) (312393) 

645 The O Zone (s) (949867) 
7.00 Young Musicians 96. National 

Woodwind Final (s) (3119) 

8.00 Public Eye: Beyond the Drag Wars. Ian 
Hargreaves, Editor-designate of (he New 
Statesman, looks at approaches to drug 
abuse (Ceefax) (5747) 

820 Top Gear. Jeremy Clarkson test-drives a 
group of amphibious cars (Ceefax) (s) 
(9664) 

Muhammad All In action (9.00pm) 

9.00 purjiriH Reputations: Muhammad 
i0H~£JAB — More than Just a 
Boxer? (Cee(ai) (s; (2003) 

10.00 Whatever Happened to the Likely 
Lads? Mete midlife comedy adventures 
for Geordre boys Rodney Bowes and 
James Bolam (r) (Ceefax) (33157) 

10.30 Newsnfght (Ceelax; (227995) 

11.15 Late Review (s) (643138) WALES: 
11.15 Wales 2006 — fhe Agenda 
(643138) 

12.00 The Midnight Hour (s) (41271) 
12.30-7.15am The Learning Zone 

CHOICE 

3D 
/7V. 7JOpm 

Two former Church of England priests have 
gone freelance and the Church is not 
pleased. The Rev Jonathan Blake charges an 
hourly rate for baplisms, weddings and 
funerals, promotes himself in a glossy 
brochure and advertises in Vogue. He is 
happy to marry divorced people, gay couples 
and even atheists, like Blake* the Rev Sturgc 
Arms left the Church after his marriage 
broke up. Like Blake, he insists he is stilt a 
priest, chough his bishop says he has no 
more authority than u si ruck-off doctor. 
Unabashed. Artiss continues to conduct 
baplisms and marriages, waiving a fee and 
suggesting only a voluntary donation. His 
charges for funerals are below the usual rate. 
The Church accuses him of undercutting it. 
He says he is promoting privatisation. 
Whether these mavericks are unique or pan 
of a wider trend is not revealed. 

Africa Express 
Channel 4. S.OOpm 

South Africa may be under black majority 
rule bui the white mercenary is still in 
business. The programme highlights the 
activities of Executive Outcomes, a company 
based in Pretoria, ft has been active in 
Angola and Sierra Leone, sending "military 
advisers" to support the government side in 
the civil war. The company says it is 
promoting stability in these countries, but 
the South African authorities want to curtail 
its activities. The second report comes from 
Eritrea, which is trying to persuade a 
traditionally meat-earing population to 
switch to fish, of which there is plenty off the 
Red Sea coast. The Enireans are 
unenthusiasuc. The final film shows how 
interest from the West has sparked a revival 
of Zimbabwe's important indigenous 
musical instrument the mbira. 

Reputations: Mohammad Ali 
BBC2.9.00pm 

Unlike other programmes in this series, this 
one offers no new slant or theory. What it 
does is to show how the various sides of 
Muhammad Ali, boxer. Muslim convert and 
opponent of the Vietnam War. were 
intertwined. His public humiliation of Floyd 
Patterson and Ernie Tbrrill. two opponents 
who would not use his Muslim name, was 
shameful, a flip-side to the arrogance which 
helped to make him one of the best 
heavyweight champions. His allegiance to 
the Nation of Islam splii the black avil rights 
movement. His refusal to fight in Vietnam 
was unappreciated by black soldiers who 
served there, as well as losing him three of 
his prime boxing years. For Ali, sport and 
politics could not be separated, however 
much admirers of his sleek and fluent 
ringcraft wished they could have been. 

Undercover Britain: Football Touts 
Channel 4.9.00pm 

A football fan, Gary Thompson, takes his 
hidden camera to Manchester United’s 
ground. Old TraffonJ. and discovers touts 
selling £11 scats for £180. After the Taylor 
inquiry into the Hillsborough disaster, 
touting was made a criminal offence. 
Thompson's report suggests that the law is 
no deterrent. Even when offenders are 
charged, the fines are laughably small when 
a profitable week can net £2,000. The 
programme is illuminating as far as it goes. 
By posing as a tout Thompson is able to 
penetrate to the heart of the business and 
talk io the big operators. He does not, 
however, manage to track down the sources 
uf the tickets, which are believed to lie within 
the dub. Bui when he approaches United he 
gets a terse “no comment" from the dub's 
solicitor. Peier Waymark 

6.00am GMTV (3203436) 
9.25 Win, Lose or Drew (£} (29B2206) 
9.55 Regional News (Teletext) (4236732) 

10.00 The Time... the Place (s) (8448645) 
10.35 This Morning. Magazine (98407119) 

1220 Regional News (fetetext) (2854119) 

1230 News and weather (Teletext) (7631886) 

1255 Shorttend Street (s) (7616577) 

1.25 Coronation Street (r) (Tele text 

(1576288J 
250 Home and Away (Teletext) (s) 

(30573461) 

225 Chain Letters (Teletext) (s) (30592596) 
250 Vanessa (Teletext) (s) (41B8393) 
320 News headlines (Teletext) (2047111) 
3.25 Regional News (Teletext) (3497652) 

3.30 The RkJdfers (r) (5554596) 3.40 
Wizadora (r) (s) (2552751) 350 Rupert 
(6764119) 4.15 Mffce and Angelo (r) (s) 
(8889026) 4.40 Reboot II (Teletext) (s) 
(1387515) 

5.10 A Country Practice (s) (9450667) 

550 News and weather (Teletext) (403867) 
6.00 Home and Away ((r) (Teletext) (3) 

(502190) 
625 HTV News (Teletext) (101374) 

750 Emmet dale. Nick hrts rock bottom, and 
the Dingle family get ready (or their 
mother's return (Teletext) (s) (8935) 

750 

The Rev Jonathan Blake (750pm) 

3-D. Investigating the growing 
trend oi freelance pnests (s) 

(913) 
8.00 The BflL Beech savours the moment 

when Grieg finds himsetl facing a charge 
oi police brutality alter a raid on burglar's 
house (Teletext) (7683) 

8.30 Blues and Twos; India JuHeL On patrol 
with the coastguard’s Lee-on-Solent 
sear ch-and-rescue helicopter (r) 
(Teletext} (5) (6190) 

9.00 Taggart In the second of a three-part 
story, Jardine and Reid find themselves 
investigating a second gay murder, which 
is complicated by Stuart Fraser's 
concealment of his involvement with 
Andy Swann ey Starring James 
Macpherson and Bfythe Duff (Tetetexi) (s) 
(9157) 

10,00 News and weather (Teletext) (20683) 
10.30 Regional News (269515) 
10.40 Getaways. Holiday ideas from around 

the region and further afield (Teletext) 
(100634) 

11.10 On the Line. Ken Rees hosts a live 
discussion ot a topical issue (626886) 

11.40 Prisoner Cell Block H (279698) 
12.40 Carnal Knowledge (3757875) 
1.40 Not Fade Away. Gary Numan’s video 

Choice (s) (6321964) 
2.40 Shift (2105165) 
3.35 Late A Loud (rj (s) (7243691) 
420 Tito Time... the Place (r) (s) (76542) 
5.00 Garden Calendar (28417) 
550 Morning News (46726) 

As HTV WEST except 
625pm-7.00 Wales Tonight 1.101374) 

750-8.00 Wales This Week (913) 
IQ AO Strangely Scientific (304577) 
11.15-11 A0 3-0 (9607321 

WESTCOUWTRY 
As HTV West except 
1255 Emmeretaie (7616577) 
1.25-1-55 Chain Letters Word game with 

Vince Henderson (20406080) 
1.55 Home and Away (42073003) 

2.25 Vanessa (30533849) 
2,55-3-20 A Country Practice (3035515) 
5.10-5.40 Home and Away (9450867) 

6.00-7.00 Westcountry Live (32916) 
10.40 The West at Work (100634) 
11.10 Short Story Cinema (229913) 
11-45 Prisoner Cell Block H (350916) 

CENTRAL 
As HTV West except: 
1235pm Home end Away (7616577) 
1.25 Chain Letters (20406080) 

1.55 A Country Practice (94406596) 
220 Vanessa (30684577) 
2.50-320 High Road (4188393) 
5.10-5.40 Shorttand Street (9450867) 

625 Central News and Weather (527409) 
635-7.00 Ufe Line (473409) 

10.40 Film: The Woman Who Sinned (1991). 
A thriller starrinq Susan Lucci. directed by 
Michael Switzer (98820374) 

2.35am Shift (3628946) 

3.30 Customs Classified (8796813) 
4.15 Profile (86623639) 
430 Jo Winder (7792610) 

5.20 Asian Eye (8609233) 

JtlEfQDtAN 
As HTV West except 

12.55pm Chain Letters (7616577) 

1-25 Home and Away (20406080) 
1-55 Shorttend Street (94406596) 
2.20 Vanessa (30584577) 

2.50-3.20 Surprise Chefs (4188393) 
5.10 Home and Away (9450867) 
6.00 Meridian Tonight (867) 
6-30-7.00 Grass Roots (119) 

10.40 Rim: That's Ufe (98820374) 
12.40am Phoenix (3757875) 
5.00 Freescreen (28417) 

S4C 

Starts: 6.35 The Adventures of T- Rcrx 
(6530664) 7.00 The Big Breakfast (67799) 
9.00 Fifteen to One (73472) 9.30 YsgoUore 
Middle English (9814374) 9-45 The Way 
Things Go (5983799) 10.05 Scientific Eye 
(1274041) 1025 Geographical Eye (2059080) 
10-45 Quest (3077515) 11.00 History In 
Action (6742225) 11-20 The French 
Programme (6568157) 11.40 The German 
Programme (4123577) 12.00 House to 
House (27596) 12.30pm Huflabalto (55867) 
1.00 Slot Mefthrln (60886) 1.30 Film: Thieves 
Highway (79639374) 3.15 Ridd Lake 
(5324867) 4.00 Jimmy’s (732) 4.30 Travelog 
(916) 5.00 5 Pump lined 5 (9041) 5.30 
Countdown (596) 6.00 NewryddJon (966374) 
6.15 Heno (850138) 74X5 Pobo) Y Cwm 
(630867) 7.25 MaltanMa <41231218.00 Clecx 
(5225) 8.30 Newyddton (4732) 9.00 I dot 
(7799) 10.00 Annie’s Bar (28225) 10.30 Rim: 
BUI and Ted’s Bogus Journey (22643206) 
12,15am Dispatches (6988558) 1.00 Close 

&35amThe Adventures of T-Rex (r) 
(6530664) 

7.00 The Big Breakfast (67799) 

9.00 Fifteen to One General Knowledge quiz 
game (r) ffetetext) is) (73472) 

9-30 Schools: Middle English (9814374) 
9.45 The Way Things Go (5983799) 
10.05 Scientific Eye (127404)) 1025 
Geographical Eye Over Asia (2059080) 
10.45 Quest (3077515) 11.00 History In 
Action: Hypothetical (67422251 11.20 
French Programme (6568157) 11.40 
The German Programme (4123577) 

12.00 House to House (27596) 
12.30pm Sesame Street (69409) 1.30 

Hullaballoo and Chigtey (rj (s) 
(7953206) 

2.05 FILM: Enchantment (1948. b/w) with 
Davtd Niven and Evelyn Keyes. A 
romantic drama directed by Irving Reis. 
(Tetelext) (113886) 

4.00 Jimmy’s (r) (Teletext) (s) (732) 
4.30 Countdown (Teletext) (s) (916) 
5.00 Rlckl Lake(Teletext) (s) (6099193) 
5.45 Terrytoons (777954) 

6.00 NBA 24/7. Basketball — Indiana Pacers 
v San Antonio Spurs (s) (409) 

6 JO Roseaune. Roseanne suffers from 
pieonancy jitters (r) (Teletex)) (s) (461) 

7.00 Channel 4 News (Teletext) (503003) 
7.50 The Slot (339886) 

8.00 [|55£FE3 Africa Express. (Teletext) (s) 
e^S(5225) 

Getting to grips with food (8.30pm) 

8.30 Food File. Hugh Feamley-Whitttngstall 
proposes the culinary virtues ol wild boar 
(Teletext) (s) (4732) 

9-00 fgGrtjgt) Undercover Britain 
fc.rSggVfa (Teletext) (8770) 

9-30 Annie’s Bar. Will Dashwood vote against 
the Government and fence the min islet's 
resignation? (Teletext) (s) (35003) 

10.00 NYPD Blue.The squad investigates 
gang-refated murders on a basketball 
court (Tetetext) (s) (625193) 

10^5 Whose Line la It Anyway? (r) (Teletext) 
(s) (855886) 

11.30 Gat Up, Stand Up (r) (Teletext) (s) 
(19664) 

12.00 Dispatches (r). (Teletext) (40639) 
1.00am SybIL Concluding this (act-based 

drama about a woman who developed 16 

personalities and the psychiatrist who 
probed her psyche. With Sally Feld and 
Joanne Woodward (0 (824252) 

2JJ5 FILM: Three On a Match (1932. b/w) 
starring Joan BJondeil, Ann Dvorak and 
Bette Davis. A drama about three women 
who have been friends since schooldays, 
one of whom tails In with a bad lot (Lyte 
Talbot). With Humphrey Bogart in his first 
gangster role. Directed by Mervyn La Roy 
(6839959) Ends at 3.55 

4.00 Schools: Geographical Eye Over Asia 
(88962). Ends at 5.00 

^ 0 For more comprehensive 
listings of satellite and cable 
channels, see the Vision sup¬ 
plement published Saturday 

SKY ONE_ 

7.00am BoiKrJ ct»9 Wi (SaS^tl 
8J0 Pl&i', Vour Luct :5737770) 850 LOi* 
ComxlK.tn |48S9' 57i 920 Coun TV 

9^0 Op*an IVrrtiaf H99W28) 
10.40 Jeopard** (6£56i39i 11.10 Sally 

12.00 
istjsoi i.oopm H&e> ,i9Jaai zoo 

17J515) Coun TV 143741M0 
0pi-9h lV<rtiev (5C529I6) 4.15 >Jodun 
(1534-103) 5.00 Si3/ Trek Tne Ne<i 
Gijie»3lion 6.00 tlv; 
,26J5i 6.30 Jeopardy! |C2^51 7.00 L*PO 
iq»y3i 7.30 8.00 Throofm 
;i« 15003i BJSO Arrm.il F««aco 

9JOD Tru? C>D*Tirrosh l20119i 10.00 
Sia Tn+- TYie Wan j2320S) 
11.00 Meriose Place (3004 ll 1200 Late 
S/tw Lelta/rrum i^o-UES’i 12.45o»n The 
UnlWKlubles i41«J303l 130 Paddy 
Peare?r (856i3i 2M Hi- Mn n®24in 

SKY NEWS 

News m the nour _ 
&30 Beyond 2000 »6»r2ff» 10J0 Abc 
Nrqhrtine 1SI66J1 1J0 CBS News Thd 
IJK«rang H9PXI 230 Pari«n.-« 
C&&G13.15 Parturnar’U L»a (416JJ.B) “W 
Lnc at Five (65»l 8.30 Ton-f* 
BcnJion [48675 730 Sponstow i3T5U BJO 
Reuters Refcrts (5190) 11 JO CBS Eve«ng 
Mews (60312) 12JO ABC lVc*W 
TvON -306911 1JO Torngm iMlrt Aoam 
Boulton PepJav -SMflSi 230 Rnurore 
RcfWRS (34165, 3JO Partmwieru Bep-J, 
(K-nn 4.30 CBS Evening News 
sjo A&- WDrfd News Ton«ni 

SKY MOVIES _ 

6.00amStageSlrndt (IBM) 

Dodge City (1«»)' 11“S11S£ 
cfaM Rdnr (1903] ,,704*11. 12.00 Praiuoe 

to a Kin (1992) Sr^-ry Uc9 Rt'3" 
4)cc Ba'dvnn (48190i 2.00pm How 1 Gtrt 
Into College (tsas) (47885) 4.0° teo 
(1980) |380pl 6.00 Medicine Rarer (T993) 

7.40 US top Tte 
8JO Faaricsa (1993) 
Attack ot (he 50 Ft Wwnn 
(7«>1«5i 11 JO Gerontaw: An American 

Legend (19£M) (7W5i 
(nvestigatioft (1993) (41TUti 3.10-6.00 
Untamed lone (IBM) iSiSSMtSl 

SKY MOVIES GOLD_ 

4.00pm The Story of Vernon and bene 
Casa* (1«W) ra 7025374 1 5JS Elmer 
Gantry (I960) {713691381 a00 My swp- 
molher Is an Men (1963) 111409) 10.00 
The Last Detail (1973) (7904&1I 11-50 
The Incident (1967) (369935) IJOam- 
34*5 To the Devil a Daughter (1976) 

THE MOVIE CHANNEL 

aOOam Just Around the Center (1838) 
15047190) 7.15 Lttflo Mbs Broodway 
(1988) 18860480) 8.30 Freddie u FR07 
(1992) 168138) 10 JO The Big Game 
(1995) iBTgfiWBO) 11SO Breakout (1984) 
(.6139935; 1.00pm Stand Up and Cheer 
(1934) f1562770) 2.15 You’re Never Too 
Yeung 0956) 1523374) 4*0 Freddie as 
ffl07 (1992) |142BI S JO Wind Dancer 
(1993) (25664) SJO Major League II 
(1994) (T259fitt22i *AS The Movie Sheer 
,740664; 10.15 Trapped In Sparse (1994) 
13141901 11SO N4gW Eyes U (I981) 
(301461, 1J5am Desperate Bemodles 
(1993) 1423707, 3.1O-6J0 Pentathlon 
(1993) 151573320) 

THE DISNEY CHANNEL 

Stcy Hovtoa GoW takes ever from 10pm 

to4am- 
fiJOam under the L'mtve/la Ttee 
(700344031 6J0 Przgtfe BoeL [60589683) 
700 IMnnie Itie Pooh l£3S033l2l TJ0 
DucMater [53599119) a00 Ovp n Dale 
(91434751) 8JO tVJWrtureS n WtanOerVevl 
(914330231 9-00 WnB Dww rtesfirfs 
(70SU31S7; 10J0 Under Be Umbrella Ttem 
(60970935110JO FroggK? PocL ,91453686) 
1100 Mrjrcit-t Babies (546631191 11 JO 
For* Cornel (54«U048I 12.00 Ouat» 
Wuck [91444I38J 12.30pm Oumcos ur 
cus 042ljCETl 100 Advcmuies r Won- 
onltmo 153503683 V1 JO Bcrr World 
i’421n383i 200 TrvJrider Afey (201(M732i 
2J0 Faonc- Tale Theane (83984i*Mj 130 
Wmne (he lSWW^9' 9,00 Quki. 
Anac* j»58«2W) *J0 
(68677190) 5.00 Owp 
5JO few Bat [6865’'’1 
(B869B6B3I 6.30 Dvw&aiir; IH86TO93-) 
“ Tcrteisons <»H58»8« 7J0 

,91604680! 8J0 MaMtg 
and me Scnst (201OJM3) M0-1O00 
gnienwnmws £pr<»i' 137348119) 

fhbosport _ 

7 30am EquerJn-wsm |l!iO 9J0 

l0.» FrfmJo t 136916. 11.00 f*31^ 

cycling 07132) 1100 F.eewyte SMr^ 
(57374) IJOpm Tome (92935) 3J0 
Tnckstw (2163503) 3JS News [4536190] 
4.00 Modem Pemairton (64801 4JO 
Ctympk Magaone (2669) 5JO Bouig 
1*296461) SS6 News (*19016) OOO Tervw 
06886) 7JO lire Tennis (601954) 8J0 
Fuwwa 1 (843683) 9JO Euio&fon News 
(646867) lOJOMotorcydvrg (87*28) 11 JO 
Towing Car (S1S15) 11JO-12JO P10 
WrKttng \316B3) 

SKY SPORTS_ 

7 JOam S»y Sports Cento (34409) TJC 
Ftadro News (13916) 8J0 World WVesilng 
Federation Superaars (23577) 9.00 
Aaotws Oz Style (35664) 9J0 SMI Safcng 
(72683) 1000 Grass Bools Rugby (86374) 
10 JO Inside the PGA Tour (31840) 11JO 
Boner Hockey (22664; 12.00 Acrobvs Oz 
Siyki (55428) l2J0pm hvomotiona) Fool- 
bal England v (67003) 2 JO SWtf 
Sarfog (7732) 3J0 Fort Seorpta Goti USA 
— Uvc- 0*9886) 6-00 a<y Sports Cento 
(B461) 6J0 NeOx&ws (2041; 7J0 Senoc^ 
bOY Focsboa. Scotland v England 114645) 
BJO BASS n All (69645) 10J0 Sky Sports 
Ce-nine (56157) 1030 Formula 3 Racing 
(33111) 11 JO Fiaboi MundrS (15886) 
12.00 Nelbusias (25271) 12J0am Scrtoot. 
hof Foabal 1092521 2J0 Boc* 'n AS 
(91455) 3J04JO Sky Sfxjrts Canto 
(01959) 

SKY SPORTS 2_ 

7J0pm USPGA Go* Tow (3137916) 8J0 
Ford ScorpoUSPGAGoB — Uvo (9564409) 
11 JO Trans World Spat ,1630596) 12J0 
Skdl Salhne (S&671E6) iZJOam-IJO 
World « FlugOy Un4on (5914613) 

THE CHRISTIAN CHANNEL 

6.15am ChnsAcria Gerande Kofci 6.45 
Good Morning Europe 4J0 Though) tor the 
Pay 4 JOB Woiafip 4.15 KHz TY 420 Benny 
Hrtn 5.00 tanrOh & Gtona Copetard 5J0 
Ctartien Mu* TV SJS TOO Oita 

SKY SOAP_ 

7-OOmi Gwdng (5789664) 7SB AS 
UK Wood Tom- (6685696) BJO Peyion 
Pima? (t»356J5) BJO Days ol Our Uses 
(7097664) 10.10-11 JO Arernwr Www 
(6730157) 

SKY TRAVEL__ 

11.00am Gbbcttoocr (40at38} it JO 

Great Spans Vjaiions (4026867) liOO 
li-dWi Your Worm (7121022) l2J0pm 

Joff Bridges In Fearless (Sky Movies, 8.00pm) 

The Real Food ot Chino (9581138) 1J0 
Gel away (1820119) TJO Aromd the 
World tn X rmutes (96B0UXft 2J0 
CSreal Tram Journey (8530409) 3.00 Gtabo- 
nofler (402031D 3J0 Around iho World 
m X rrmuliK I7BS1374) 3SS4 JO hnfctay 
Shop (46603313) 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

4J0pm The GroaJ Davs ol iho Century 
(4009190) SJO ManuiiK cd 1X8 
(4011664) 8J0-7J0 Orography (95991571 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

1.00am Swarm Tfwg (39034171 TJO Ray 
Br^tMy Thaibo (28X436) 2J0 FILM. 
Beyond V* Unrrenc (2897405) 0364.00 
IrtidO Space [69GS11451 

TLC_ 

SJOasi The Joy of Pafmrp (7908461) SJO 
Grow You- Own (2434003) lOJO Twd's 
Country (3568225) 10JO Our Mouse 
1790*8*5) 11.00 Room Sotvree (2554190) 
11 JO Running Rejinks (2563119) 12-00 
Julia CMW (792B225) ISJOpra The Frugal 
Gourmet £4451191 1.00 Van Can Cool, 

{IQQ649CU 1 JO FumtHto to Go £437190) 
200 Dogs W«1 nurmai (4354935) 2J0 
5tar: ana Cordons 16C6ES85I 3.00 Two'* 

Coeeroy (43667701 3JO-4J0 This OW 
House (6638003) 

UK GOLD_ 

7 JOam Angets (4351567) 7JO Ner^txxas 
(5006662) BOO Sorts 3Kl DaugHan 
(7927596) SJO EastEnders 17926867) SJO 
The BS (7917)19) BJO The Sulhrarc 
(2436*61; KUO AS Cwaiues Graat and 
Small (W06616) 11 JO BuBseye (2563&4B) 
11 JO O&OmOJ (256*577112JQ SOT'- 
and Daumiers (7920S83) i2J0pm Magh- 
bokts £447577) 1JO EastEnders 
0995596) 1JS Sytos (17830*11 2.13 
Brush Strokes (1400857} 280 BUlwtes 
17027374, SJO The B* (6630461) 4J» 
Casualty (18680886) 5.0S Every Second 
Counts (390970IJ 5-45 'Mo ABOt 
0262003) BJ2S EastEnders (619691617JO 
The Two Romes (9729374) BJO BJIseye 
(4376157) BJO Home James (4355664) 
9.00 Under (9756886) KUO The Bid 
(1248480) 10J9 Bottom (3759712) 11.10 
TV® Sweerey 13*03954) 12.15am Ctasuc 
Sport I83U233) 1.15 Put*: Eye (2158252} 
2.10-3.00 Snoppng at hugri |66?3225| 

TCC_ 

SJOani Amadng Uc- Sea Martovs 
(838861 BJO Pugwan (61190; 7.00 Ready 

or No) (83567) 7JO CaHOrrua Dreams 
02312) SJO Swee* Valley High (894091 
BJO Baby father (4716799) &45 
D®obabes (4795206) 9J5 Vta« and 
Mana (51901571 SJO Robe and Jrr, 
(5160374) 9l40 Bump the EJetXtant 
(8011409) 9J0 The dangers (80003931 
1000 Hny and Crew (5437770) 10JO n» 
Adrertures at Spat (87052251 1030 &an 
(8796799) 1040 10 ♦ 2 11588931) 11JQ 
Sesame Street (98732; 12J0 Barney arJ 
Fnencta (178566*) 12J5pm Victor and 
Mane (39913886) 12J0 Roto and Jm 
<31921381 1.10 Bump the Bephart 
(37947138) 1JO Teddy Trucks (3793602?) 
1 JO Tiny and Crew (79121770) 1JO TV* 
Adventures ot Spot (28011 tipi ZJO Gran 
(16968428) 2.10 10 + 2 (B310&8671 230 
Jvn Henson's Arwttal Stow (1100) 3LO0 
Oscar's Orcnestre (1648) SJO Tne New 
Prfth Panther Shw* (3925) 4J0 CaMomia 
Dreams (5770) 430SM Sweet Vatey rtgh 
U»4; 
NICKELODEON_ 

SJOam Hervy s Cat 1*2*7*61) 6.15 Bkio 
(12E935I 6-45 Toucan Te* (8516460; 7.00 
BaPirtk (128E2D 7.05 Gnrnmy [4563348; 
7J6 Rugrats-Ooug (114190) 8.1S Aaan> 
Real Monsters ,490737*) BJO RocAo 
(*5954) SJO Ahm )33206j SJO Ptayhouso 
170225) 10J0 Barvmn Sandwich 037701 
11.00 Ovkfcen's BBC on NckeodooCot 
(20206.1 12.00 Mage School Bus ,46770) 
l2J0pm Gnrnmy (74041) 1.00 GbbaJ Guis 
(240221 1J0 Veaonancs (73312( 2JO 
Dunqeons and Dragons (85645; 3.00 The 
LrOkH Pei Snap 10732; MO Teenage 
Mutant Hera Tubs (7119) 4J0 Tne Foreis 
(9954) 4.30 Rugrats end Doug (5138) SJO 
Ssier Srstcr (956?) E Jo Nmcy Drew (B190I 
SJO Ren and Slvnpy [60031 6-30-7.00 
Ctanssa (3193) 

DISCOVERY_ 
4.00pm Tune Travelers (6657138) 4J0 
Paramedics |66460E2) BJO Treasure Hunl- 
ers (4378515; SJO Terra X (6637374) 6 JO 
Vc*d£a (6667515) BJO BevontJ 2000 

(9817436) 7JO Arthtf C ClaAe's Mywi.- 
aus Umera (66477511 8.00 The ftote?- 
yotofc (0736664) 900 Top Marques 
(257*954) BJO FnghOme (2*58683) ID.00 
Class* Whceh. (97595i5i 11jo-i2jo 
Deep Prate EtpedHiora (50517*7) 

BRAVO_ 

12-00 FILM Moc tw.fi ErfAtacnci 
(35755151 200pm Department S 
(355&46D; 3.00 Dnga Urm uSbJtfch 

4J0 FILM Mayerl-ng [221566*1 6.30 
Departmer-i S (54176.701730 Sapphire and 
Steel (66415771 BJO Planet ot ino Apes 
(9723190) SJO Tvmn Peaks (9743954) 
10.00-12.00 FILM The Domro Pnnople 
[2552732; 

PARAMOUNT_ 

7 JOpm Beautv and the 8easl 151003) 8.00 
Ernertamrr^m Tcmigtv (9*611 BJO Wings 
,8596) BJO Soap (29916) BJO Lavflme and 
Shaley t61577| 10JJ0 Entertatnmem To- 
rreW ,54799) 1030 Dr KaE (301191 11.00 
Ren and Simpy (24461) 11J0 CyOcr Crty 
>415577, 1215am Rocky and BuitwmMe 
(66390011245 The Odd Coupfe (6622711 
1.15 Wings ,66918*1 1-45 s&ap (668*551 
215 Laverne and Shvley iB£W3t3 245 
Ertenanraem Tora^v IttOTuti 3.15 Di 
Katz (649320; 345-4.15 Ran end Sllmpy 
(5*8691) 

UK LIVING_ 

800am Agony Hour (Srl4te&7) 7JO KDnry 
(1642225) SJO Esther (803C>799| 030 
Go*ig to Pot (80SP77P) 9.00 Goamet 
Ireland (95992061 BJ5 Kata arvl AiRe 
(5553480) 10.05 The Jerry Stwtger Show 
16186480) 11.OP The Sconq me) Hie 
Restless (8777*09; IISS' Btootskte 
(*087201) 123tom Dangerous Wonjen 
(7*31770) 1JS Ctatswfts (7830751) 200 
Agony Hon (5157206; 3-00 Live at Three 
(4584751j 4J0 Watuation UK ,496*916) 
4J0 C3MW0S (2118503; 5JS Urxjo 
,33907206) 830 L«*v L*Xtats (4977480) 
6.00 BeKvched (497*393) SJO BraoAside 
i £5166631 7j05 Michael Baby's Choice 
Cuts (909*8351 7J0 The Joker's Wild 
(40S3225)8J5 The Yowtg and tne Restless 
,1231 *61 >9.00 FILM F*m ViMfl Texas W*xJ 
■616335151 10JD Ersertartoem Now* 
,1236428} 11JXH2JD The Ftogenous 
Zone (8S«9586) 

FAMILY CHANNEL_ 

5.00pm Ocean Odyssey (6393) SJO 
Hood ,136683) 3.55 Beiman (779664) SJO 
Catchotaaa? (3799) TJO Tnvial Puraurt 
(6157) 7JO My Two Dads <^€83) BJO 
LtWnna ,13867] SJO The Ruth Raided 
Mytone*. Means at Ev* (93D03) 10J0 
TrcasueHunl (56190; 11 JO Svens (1UZ25) 
12J0 N-ght Hood (J9829] 1230am Mighty 
ifflS'e 29523; 1 JO Eaman 118691) 1.30 

GP I4LT87,200 TfK Black StaBiOr, ,69900) 
2JO *u=ar. Sk« (£5707) 10OGP ,38*55; 
230 &»1. Salburt (42^&T) 4 jo A5 .can 

>602621 4JO-5.00 Ocean Odys'Py 
K-!W, 

MTV 

7JOam Long Form (14770) BJO Momma 
Mo 075312111 JOSuu Tt» 1901 BO) 12J0 
Greelest Hrts (91733) 1 JOpm AA/sfc Non- 
slop 175393) 200 Jukp Bw (99790; * 00 
Hangmg Out (7022) BJO Dal MTV (1577) 
BJO &g Pfclufe (5157) 7.00 Star Era* 
(41B57) BJO Evening Wo, ,16225; 9.00 
Watch This Space, (75119) 1030 Btaws 
end BuQ-Head (61003; 11 JO 
HaadbangerV Ban (67022) 1.00am Videos 
0118*551 5.00-7JO Mornng Mr 151707) 

VH-1 _ 

7 JOam Bieakfasi (1612190) 9J0 Cate VH- 
1 ,4115454) 1200 Heart and Soul 
(9583003) 7 JOpm Vinyl Tears (9571751) 
SJOTen at the Best ,8582867) 3JO Into the 
Must (7111409; BJO Happy Hour 
,9591515) 7JO VH-1 tor You (3139374) 
BJO Retow (3148022) SJO Nastwite '96 
(3160886) 10J0 Vrfiyl Years (31386*5) 
11.00 The Bndge (2858886) 1JttamIan o) 
tne Best *7290523) 200 Dawn Patrol 

CMT EUROPE 

Country muse Ban Bam to 7pm on 
MtaHto, 24-houri on coble Induing 
S JOpm Saturday Wle Dance Ranch BJO- 
7 JO &g Ticket 

ZEE TV 

7JOam Jaagran (52397190) 7JO Zee 
Piesertu ,16638374) BJO Flrn Chatter 
(84981683) BJO Your Zndagi (33773916) 
10.00 Tara (52313409) 11JO ShaWl 
(507993931 1130 FILM' Sagan 
(95750515) 230 Burryaad (7015*954) 3J0 
Seoal (56701138) BJO Top Test IS6780S45) 
SJO Zee Zone (11277041} 530 Sa Rfl G& 
Ma (13629790} BJO Zee aid U170146935) 
7 JO Haro Kal As, Aut (Cal (11264577) 7JO 
Galacee (70142119) B.00 News 
,n273225) BJO Anas: (H2S2732) ftJO 
Serial (816S46831 TOJO Horror Shew 
(6*979848) TOJO Yeadon Ke Rang 
(&4988SS6) 11.00 Cemrrander I764f0193; 
12.30-1,00 Aap Ki Farmafth l?7071S23‘i 

CARTOON NETWORK/TNT 

Conttnuous eartowH (com Satn tn 7pm, 
Own TNT fllntc aa below. 

7.00pm Hutbiy on Ota Bounty (1935) 
,44076288) SJO Cray (ram the Heart 
(1991) 136379003) 11.15 The Letter 
(1940) 111614732) 1.00am At tha cJrcum 
(1839) (641587711 3J&* ltd «*—*— — 
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BOTICA ALIVE 
AND KICKING 
FOR CASTLEFORD 

SPORT 
THURSDAY MARCH 281996_ 

RACING 43 
VICTORIOUS CIGAR 

taken Tye 
DISTANCE IN DUBAI 

Illegal approach verdict upheld 

United must 
pay fine 

for poaching *t'V' /, ■ 

MANCHESTER UNITED 
have failed in their appeal 
against a fine of £20,000 
imposed last month, when 
they were found guilty of an 
illegal approach to David 
Brown, a J6-year-oJd player 
who was on sdioolboy forms 
with Oldham Athletic. The 
original decision was upheld 
by a Football Association ap¬ 
peals panel yesterday and 
United were ordered to pay 
further costs. 

It is a decision that has 
angered the club and Maurice 
Watkins, a Manchester Uni¬ 
ted director and the club's 
solicitor, has called for an 
overhaul of the rules. His 
demand is likely to be met, 
with the FA Premier League 
revealing plans last night to 
review the statutes concerning 
young players. Changes could 
be made within the next two 
months. 

Watkins believes that the 
rules are too ambiguous and 
he argued that the FA’s verdict 
that United were guilty of 
poaching could not be made 
with any conviction. “The FA 
representative at the appeal 
said the same thing as we 
did,” Watkins said. “He ar¬ 
gued he had no alternative but 
to apply the rule to the letter, 
but admitted the rule was 
ambiguous, and hoped it 
would be clarified 

Watkins based his appeal 
on the fact that Brown had 
already turned down an offer 
of terms from Oldham, long 
before Manchester United 

By David Maddock 

made their approach. It was, 
he said, a clear indication that 
the rules needed changing. 
“There is absolutely no sug¬ 
gestion of any wrongdoing by 
United, and yet we have been 
found guilty. There is a lacuna 
within the rules which pre¬ 
vents the player from talking 
to other clubs, even when he 
doesn't want to stay with his 
original club. 

“We now believe that the 
rules should be clarified 
because they are a mess. We 
hope that will be done within 
the next few months." A 
spokesman for the FA can- 
firmed that the rules will be 
examined by the Premier 

Scots celebrate_ 
Slice of nostalgia — 

League and are likely to be 
amended. Judged under the 
proposed redrafted regula¬ 
tions. United would have been 
innocent 

Blackburn Rovers took their 
spending under Jack Walker, 
the dub’s benefactor, beyond 
the £40 million mark when 
they agreed a £1 million 
transfer fee for Gary Croft the 
Grimsby Town- left back; 
Croft, an England Under-21 
international, travelled to 
Ewood Park for talks- yester¬ 
day and will complete his 
move this morning. Croft 
worked with Ray Harford, the 
Blackburn manager, while he 
was on international duty. 

No 741 In association with 
BRITISH MIDLAND 

ACROSS 
I React with fierce anger 

(32.5) 
8 Unofficial (strike) (7); vari¬ 

ous animals (4.3} 
9 Deal with: unexpected plea¬ 

sure (5) 
10 Spoil completely (4) 
11 Of Spanish origin (S) 
13 Town; school; two games (5) 
14 Impudent mildly indecent 

(5) 
16 (Serious personal) danger 

(8) 
17 Care: intellect (4) 
20 Poem (eg Inferno) subdivi¬ 

sion (5) 
21 Descriptive language; carv¬ 

ings^ 
a 22 German leather shorts (10) 

DOWN 
1 Shrink fearfully (5) 
2 Subject for discussion (7.5) 
3 Quarter bushel; eat like 

bird (4) 
4 Be too clever for (6) 
5 You. me and this share 

secret (8) 
6 Be in dead earnest (4.8) 
7 Adhesive; difficult (situa¬ 

tion) (6) 
12 Maple, has propeller seeds 

(8) 

13 Refuse to acceprf6) 
15 Recommend (6) 
18 Senior (member of body) (5) 

19 Track, course (4) 

PRIZES: ... ___ 
THE WINNER will receive a return ticket —ffijj.-'.’gay-. ’ 

— travelling economy class to anywhere on ~ y - 
i— British Midland's domestic or international £==:.; ssssc:;-..-, 

d network. T. = s£“7’- 
THE RUNNER-UP will receive a return jgSdF"' — 2? .V .• 
ticket to anywhere on British Midland's w ... , _. 
domestic network. British Midland offers oimsnmmana 

Alan Shearer, who was 
forced to withdraw from the 
England squad to face Bulgar¬ 
ia last night because of a groin 
injury, is expected to return to 
action for Blackburn on Satur¬ 
day. Shearer's swift return 
will allay fears that the injury 
has put in doubt his prospects 
of appearing in the European 
championship. “We certainly 
don't see it as a long-term 
problem,” Tony Parks, the 
Blackburn assistant manager, 
said. 

Gary Pallister. however, is 
unlikely to play again this I 
season. That could jeopardise I 
the Manchester United central i 
defender’s chance of appear¬ 
ing for England in the finals in ! 
June. 

Bolton Wanderers have 
signed Scott Taylor, the 
MillwaU forward, for an ini¬ 
tial fee of £150,000. The 19- 
year-old has not yet completed 
a full season in the Endsleigh 
Insurance League with me 
London club. Preston North 
End have agreed to pay a dub 
record fee of £200,000 far 
Gary Bennett, the Tranmere 
Rovers forward. 

Faustino Asprilla. the 
Newcastle United striker, was 
yesterday named in the Co¬ 
lombia team tn play Bolivia in 
Medellin today after 
apologising to Heman Dario 
Gomez, the coach, for arriving 
nine hours late at the side’s 
headquarters. Asprilla said he 
was delayed for family 
reasons. 

Bournemouth face a wind¬ 
ing-up order brought by the 
Customs and Excise over an 
unpaid VAT bill of almost 
£200,000. Hie second division 
dub, already around E2 mB- 
lkm in debt, has to find the 
money by Monday. 

Ken Gardiner, the Bourne¬ 
mouth chairman, said yester¬ 
day; “This is not life- 
threatening but it is a problem 
we shall need to overcome. I 
cannot see us selling a player 
before the transfer deadline 
[today], so it looks like we shall 
sit as a board of directors on 
Friday to discuss other ways of 
sorting this ouL But arrange¬ 
ments are in hand to solve the 
problem.’* 

j 

- ’ -v ■• ••'• • 

-i£ •',>!* v' 
.--7\ 

■ "7 '-V 

• . ‘vv, .-v 

7;^'" - 

^M^Styv- 
;■ 

5-J:.*-- 

• 'Vfwy. 

Andre Agassi, seen here during his straight-sets win over the 
Canadian, Sebastien Lareau. at the Upton championships in 
Florida yesterday, called for the world tennis schedule to be 
reduced from the present 83 events over 48 weeks to give 
players a break. He said that the pressure was becoming too 
intense and suggested that that the season might close after 
the US Open in September. “We don't have an off season,” the 

world No 3 added. “It makes no sense.” Agassi's plea was 
supported by his countrymen, Pete Sampras, die world No 2, 
and Jim Courier. All three, together with Michael Chang, 
chose to drop out of the United States' Davis Cup tie in April 
blaming schedule pressure. “There are too many tourna¬ 
ments,’’ Agassi said “If you add the Davis Cup, it becomes 
too much.” .Americans on song page 45 

Laboratoiy * 
defends 

handling of 
Modahl 

specimen 
By John Goodbody 

THE Lisbon laboratory at the 
centre of die controversy over 
Diane Modahl's drug test 
yesterday defended its han¬ 
dling of die British runner's 
urine sample. Professor Les- 
seps Keys, the scientific direc¬ 
tor, said the laboratory had 
“rigorously followed regula¬ 
tions and was always avail¬ 
able 10 dear up the truth". 

He was speaking after 
Modahl had been cleared on 
Monday by the International 
Amateur Athletic Federation 
(IAAF) of any offence after 
failing a drugs test in Portugal 
in June 1994. 

The IAAF council expressed 
“serious concern" over the 
way the Lisbon laboratory# 
dealt with Modahl's sample 
and criticised officials for re¬ 
fusing a third test which 
"could have provided a final 
resolution of this matter”. 

However, Reys said that 
accredited laboratories are re¬ 
quired only to conduct a test 
on the A sample and counter- 
test on the B sample. 

He said: “Under regula¬ 
tions, a third test, which was 
not foreseen, would have re¬ 
quired a reseating of the 
sample in proper conditions. 
This reseating was not solicit¬ 
ed by any of the experts 
present at the counter-test, 
including those representing 
the athlete." 

He confirmed that the re¬ 
mainder of the B sample was 
not sufficient in quantity for a 
further test and added that the 
laboratory would offer it for 
further scientific investigation 
but not for a third analysis. 

It was only after the second. 
test had confirmed the exeep- 
tional testosterone-epitestos-, 
terone (T/E) ratio that the tBp>„ . 

Federation (BAF) were hel*._'_ > 
At the second of these^ -: 

Modahl's advisers convinced --f 
the BAF panel that, because 
the sample had become con¬ 
taminate! after being left 
unrefrigerated after collection, 
the T/E ratio had been altered. . 

A third, different, test would 
have settled whether the high 
level of testosterone had been 
caused by die build-up of 
bacteria or from an illicit 
elevation of testosterone. 
□ Anne Chagnaud, the 
French long-distance swim¬ 
mer, has had a two-year 
suspension for a positive 
drugs test overturned on ap¬ 
peal. Chagnaud tested positive 
for ettiphnne in January 1995. 

Dunhill Cup may switch to July 
BY A CORRESPONDENT 

ST ANDREWS, perhaps the most 
famous golf course in the world, could be 
about to lose the Alfred Dunhill Cup — 
unless the event is switched from its 
usual autumn date to one in July. 

The world's leading international team 
competition — it is Europe's richest 
tournament after the Open Champion¬ 
ship — has been played over the Old 
Course since its inauguration in 1985. 

Now, however, the sponsor, Alfred 
Dunhill, wants to move it from its 
traditional October slot to July as from 
1997. There is concern that unless St 
Andrews Links Trust agrees, the event 
this autumn could be the last in St 
Andrews. 

It is no secret that the sponsor has been 
eager to switch the tournament because 

of the uncertainty of the weather so late in 
the year, and also to attract more of die 
world's leading players. 

The last three-year contract ended on 
the eve of the 1995 event although a one- 
year deal was eventually agreed between 
the links' administrators, the Intemation- 

Playcrs ready for opening test-45 
Webb wonders at rapid rise-45 
Roe seeks to end decline-45 

al Management Group, Dunhill and the 
European tour to hold the tournament 
from October 10 to 13 this year. However, 
it was seen only as buying time until a 
new three-year contract could be ironed 
out 

Nicky James, the trust general manag¬ 

er, said yesterday: “We have been told 
that the tournament will be held in July in 
future, so we have to decide whether the 
switch of dates is acceptable." 

Last October, the Dunhill Cup attracted 
around 35,000 spectators, but that figure 
could easily be trebled if the event were 
switched to July. The organisers recog¬ 
nise, however, that it will not be possible 
to hold the event at St Andrews during 
July in a year when the Open Champion¬ 
ship is played over the Old Course. 

Peter German, the tournament direc¬ 
tor, said yesterday that because of the cold 
weather in October “it was getting 
increasingly difficult to get the star 
players". 

Leading players may. however, regard 
the event as a distraction as they build up 
for the Open, which is traditionally held 
the third week in July. 

The really 
impressive thing 
about Proliant 

Kiriakov finds spies in the camp 

throughout the UKas well os Europe. As the URs second largest 
scheduled service airline and Heathrows second biggest user, it 
operates a Deer of 35 aircraft on over 1200 flights per week 
throughout the UK and Europe. 
All flights are subject to availability._ 

Post your entry to Times Two Crossword, PO Box 6886, 
London E2 8SP to arrive by next Monday.The winners’ names 
and solution will appear on Wednesday. 

Name/Addnss ..-... 

SOLUTION TO NO 740 
ACROSS: 1 Musical 5 Twig 9 Curie 10 Choc-ice 
II Mairre d’hote! 12 Demure 13 Brecon 16 folding rnoncy 19 
Maudlin 2D Gusto 21 Dusk 22 Abotard 

DOWN: I Much Z Sarcasm 3 Chesterfield 4 Lackey 6 Whist 
7 Gremlin 8 Mother tongue 12 Defamed MChdsea 15 Agenda 
17 Louis 18 Loud 

To many in Britain,espe¬ 
cially those with long 
memories, Bulgaria is 

no more than a distant land 
that has a penchant for poi¬ 
son-tipped umbrellas — to be 
used, occasionally, to dispose 
of those that displease it A 
Bulgarian abroad. stiH con¬ 
jures images of clandestine 
meetings in the dead of night, 
a sort of James Bondski 
without the pretty female 
adornments. 

Ilian Kiriakov, 28, is no 
shady East European, bear¬ 
ing brochures of water-pistols 
—“1 have other things as wdL 
trust me"—and promises of a 
good deal as long as the 
payment is in dollars. 
Kiriakov is a professional 
footballer and was in Eng¬ 
land this week with Bulgaria 
for their international match 
at Wembley last night, 

He has, though, a colourful 
background. Not quite spy- 
thriller status, perhaps, but 
with sufficient intrigue to 
monitor dosely his progress. 
He is over here, primarily, to 

Russell Kempson on undercover efforts 

to help a Bulgarian into the Premiership 

hawk his wares — himself — 
to _ the highest bidder. 
Kiriakov, like self-respecting 
footballers the world over, 
wants to play in England. 

“He is small but very agile," 
a source from Sofia said. “He 
is a personal marker, you 
know? He is exceptional." 
Apparently, he upset Paul 
Gascoigne, the England and 
Rangers midfield player, 
when he played against him 
for Aoorthosis Famagusta, his 
dub in Cyprus, in the prelimi¬ 
nary round of the European 
Cup this season. 

Kulakov's credentials are 
impressive, mildly. He played 
in Bulgaria, for CSKA Sofia, 
and Spain, for Deportivo La 
Coruna and Merida, before 
settling in Cyprus and has 
won 51 international caps. 

Times are hard, though, 
and Anorthosis are frying to 
cash in on their most market¬ 

able asset preferably before 
the transfer deadline today for 
FA Carling Premiership 
dubs. Thus, Paul Lenas. 
Kiriakov’s Greek agent who 
is based in Watford, naturally, 
is moving with stealth and 
speed. 

“I think the fee we are 
looking for is around £1 
million." Lenas $aid.uI have 
approached several Premier¬ 
ship dubs, officially, of 
course, and they have ex¬ 
pressed interest" 

Yet who are these mystery 
dubs? A mole in Sofia sug¬ 
gested Wimbledon, Rangers 
— the Glasgow variety — or 
Real Betis, of Spain. “Not the 
big dubs in the Premiership, 
more middle of the range," 
Lenas said. “Not Rangers, but 
Celtic once showed an 
interest" 

What about Queens Park 
Rangers? “I think (hey are out 

of money," he sakL Wimble 
don? “It is a matter of 
financing. They would proba¬ 
bly have to sell Dean 
Holdsworth first" Who is it 
then? “I am talking to a 
manager tonight Then I will 
know more." 

Mole 1L in England, later 
revealed that Sheffield Wed¬ 
nesday, Aston Villa and Wol¬ 
verhampton Wanderers could 
be nearer the nark. With two 
Yugoslavs, a Belgian and a 
Dutchman in his ranks, 
David Pleat the Wednesday 
manager, is not averse to 
imported talent 

Bulgarians in English foot¬ 
ball have not enjoyed the best 
of success this season. Bobby 
Mikhailov, the Reading goal¬ 
keeper, and Bontcho 
Guentchev, the Luton Town 
striker, are engaged in relega¬ 
tion struggles in the 
Endsleigh Insurance League 
first division. Perhaps 
Kiriakov should look else¬ 
where for future employment 
Anybody know a good um¬ 
brella shop? 

_is instant access to software optimised - 

to run on them. Like Oracle Workgroup 

Server, developed jointly by Oracle and 

Compaq specifically for this platform. 

At our Applications Centre, our specialist 

consultants benchmark products and 

advise on configurations, to optimise 

Oracle performance under Windows NT. S 

To speak to a consultant call Philip Styles 
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MorseNT Olfil 232 8585 


